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H I T S 


Hcffatdvt^ ific 

EAST INDIA MONOPOLY. 


When an important and dt^ply interestirig question 
has.been long agitated and discussed, and the iac|s and cir- 
eumstances by which it may bfe aflfeicted hare been examined 
and considered in their various relations to^ add bearings 
upon its object, wU nre not always best prepared for detid* 
ing upon its merits, or for acting Conformably to Hs import. 
In many instances, investigation hhints Ont finest and high** 
est perceptions, and the details which it brings to Hght oter- 
whelm oUr clearest and most sublime vieWs of doty and of 
interest. In this Way, the animated feeiihgs, which the 
prospect of a free trade to India had exrtted, b^ve already 
been worn away, and our nlinds have been so exhausted and 
jirerplexed by the intricate labyrinth into Which the Com- 
pany^'s affairs have brought the general question, that those 
paramount considerations, those instiperable obligations, 
which the question itself implied, are in danger of being, if 
yiot ahscdnlfely fbrgot, at least generally overlooked. It is 
for the purpose Of recUlKng these first and paramount im- 
pressions that the fbllowing hints are respectfully offered 
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CoNCEHNiNG the value of the trade, that must arise from 
direct mtercourse with 430 millions of human beiuj^s, in 
dijSerent stages of civilization) and under every variety of 
circumstances, it is evidently unnecessary to descant. Every 
one who ran think independently on the subject must be satis- 
fied, that this value to such a commmercial and industrious 
nation as ours now is, must be immense beyond our present 
comprehension. In the present state of Europe, it presents 
itself to our view under every c.dvantage. It is against our 
trade that the animosity of this important quarter of the 
world is chiefly directed ; if this can be placed beyond their 
reach, we may hope that their hostilities against us will be 
paralyzed, and their minds prepared to accept of the boon 
of commercial intercourse with us on free and equitable 
conditions ; but until we can shew ourselves independent of 
their good-will in regard to this essential advantage, our 
suit for their favour will, in all human probability, be as iir- 
rffectual as it has been incessant. 

It is customary for writers in service of the East India 
Company to set forth, as a counterbalancing consideration 
to these views, the peculiar character and dispositions of the 
inhabitants of the East, who, it is held, are so repugnant to 
change, and so tenacious of their own manners and customs, 
that all the blandishments of European intercourse would 
be lost upon them. To this, how^ever, let it be answered, 
that the East India Company have no right whatever to 
limit our calculations by the present appearances of that 
trade. These have heretofore been formed under their in- 
fluence, and c^cumscribed by their restrictive policy. At 
present, we have no other way of coming at the truth on 
this point but a scanty experience. From this, however, 
and from the enlarged ap^irehensions of the subject that a- 
rise out of its stupendous ebaract^, we perceive, that in 
truth, the field for commercial interprize in these remote re- 
gions is not only vast, but every way suited to our circum- 



stances. It is a maxim that cannot' be too strongly impits- 
sed on our minds, that it is only by exciting ItHlusirknis 
propensities that v^realth is to be procured ; these p^pensi* 
ties require free and equitable comnnerce for their exeitatiM 
and support ; and amidst nations in the most opposite cir- 
cumstances and in the most diflferent degrees of civilization, 
commerce, peculiarly lucrative and advantageous, cannot 
but take place the instant that their respective potvem and 
resources can be made to bear effectually upon each other. 

What wonderful changes have taken place in these re- 
gions wlhin our own days, and may not changes still more 
wonderful speedily follow? These nations, let it be re- 
membered, are all deficient in the rudiments of improve- 
ment, particularly in tlie tools and instruments of agricut* 
ture, and we cannot but suppose, that emulous as they are 
of our attainments, they would refuse’ competent supplies of 
these. Such supplies, let it be noticed, it is a great and im<« 
portant branch of our national industry to produce. Out of 
tiie advantages resulting from such invaluable acquirements, 
may we not expect an aggregation of wealth, and of means 
favourable to improvement, and conducive to greater and 
higher commercial intercourse? Would not our industry 
gradually become concatenated with this progression of 
things, and the productions of these regions be rendered 
more and more subservient to our commercial wants ? In 
the end might not a chain of trade every way correspondent 
to the wants and circumstances of each be produced ? This 
comprizes no presumptuous' view of our character; it is 
Britain that now gives to the world the standard of all that 
is excellent— it ist to British manners and customs that all 
nations now conform themselves— Britain leads the fashion 
and gives the law, not merely in the tinsel of dress, but in 
the whole frame of social acquirements. 

In order to get quit of these powerful objections to their 
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fMimtimi the £<ii$t IndiA O^tnpan^^ ta im^y tfae 

40lMim to Ofeiy pttgoct that impliea wa^firt^em&o^ 
IMl iNdluiptnly a piide, if^sing from diftgtist at ^i# ^ 
has made many iadividiiris fi^taod OflT fctm their da^ 
tvheo every moral and pelitlcal consideratioii woidd hat% 
iiidined ihom to advance* Ai I, for my ptati^ am not al ail 
^eoncerned aboat this matter, t shall state my sentimetils 
moral, or pol tical, without any other apprehensfoiis, ex- 
cept those which a profound reverence for the law and will 
of God, and the most ardent attadnOent to the best inte- 
rasta of my country necessarily suggest, and in plaeo of 
eluding the difficulty that seems thus produced, 1 shd) ven- 
ture to meet it most steadily in the foee. 

Thosb who promulgate those alarms, which melhodism 
and colonization are held to imply, must contend for one 
of three things^-*either that individuals, of a dangerous east 
4»f character, will attach themselves to the native princes^ and 
trough their means and influence attempt to overthrow the 
Britiah empire in the East-— or, that the British peculation 
in a mass will, when greatly advanced in riches and strength, 
Mdeavour to dissever this empire from the parent state*— 
that in consequence of the headstrong turbulence of fac- 
tious individuals, the tranquillity and prosperity of the ge- 
neral empiie will be endangered, if uealth and improvement 
idiovkl ever become general in India. As these grounds of 
idarm are all diraHJy repugnant to each other, it is impossi- 
|ble to set them forth otherwise than as apart. British sub- 
jects are not»japt to throw up the invaluabte blessings of 
Iherr civil constitmiah, and to adveatur&their lives, fortunes 
and characters on a lo^se scale of action ; and no one has 
^any right to calculate on oelitingencies, that are <inconsiaieAt 
With the ordinary roles of human procedure. 

3Ln*r it he supposed, in the first pj^ce, that ^ertaibi 



Britmf iMret^fs cnner 

utyrigiie^aad mABteiivres, engage tbmt 1% p«»> 

j<nl, af atpdiliug timr ceantcyaura fnmii: tiie p«»lwpill , aati 
vtbmia suppaskag^a degree tf pmvP^f in the shfii’eolir 
of our couiaki^eB» that has not. haretofore tieeB eittcmi^ifi^ 
ed« it is oolciiify « hold supposUjon. Let iis» however« soph 
pose such a thing to have tahen place> to an extent suffirdent 
to excite betb danger and dismay. What would be th* 
consequence? If we look at the fate ef Tippoo $aib> we 
have our answer. Sudh an attempt would kindle evety latent 
principle teS honor and patciotisni in the hearts of Our iH» 
low suigects ; these wet^ ^um from their hearts every 
pathetpe and enfeebling regard, and rush wto the fields of 
contest with the most endiusiastic vahmr. Tq^we had e» 
very advantage of this kind that he could desire, without 
the allay of renegade principle here supposed ; he bad 
an immense empire, was in the zenith of military and poli- 
tical glory, was backed by ail the influence that Pronch prin- 
ciples and European tactics could afford. His fate, with ail 
these advantages, wfil never be forgot in Hindestao. 
however, on some particular prince its infinence should hn 
lost, be, like Tippoo, would only bring down on himself that 
destruction that he meant to have hurled against us, and 
coaUibute to the exaltation of that empire which be vainly 
expected to have overthrown. 

Ler us now advert to the second supposition, and admit 
for a moment that the whole British piqtulation in India 
migbt coalesce their own divided interests, and succeed in 
orgnnuung these vast regions under one independent sway. 
We are apt to giSie way tq such a suspicion, because when 
Atnerioa bad begun to feel h«r stiws^ and impcHtaiioe, she 
seryed us* ip this vwy way^ Ba| the British residente in 
Hittdestan are nobat aB'in the same oiicnmsUa>«es>viihtlifr 
American ooknists. They may bear seme res te nMance to 
' oirmmntrymMi m tW Wmt, ln#N» andto.^ Creoles in 



8 


South America, where the European populatioti has always 
more to fear from the indigenous inhabitants than from the 
misgoveroance of the mother country, British subjects hi 
India, howerer, have little in common with the American 
revolutionists, America from the first was peopled by a ro* 
bust intrepid race of men, all of one high independent cost 
of character: their climate, their employments, and their 
circumstances all served to unfold their inherent qualities, 
and to [)repare them for one gieat revolutionary develope- 
ment But the condition of residents in Hindostan, like 
their character, is the very reverse of all this. Before any 
great revulsion can take place amongst them, deep contri- 
vance, imd a thorough preparation would be nccessaiy, all 
of which our immense contiguous settlements and possessions, 
joined to our established and consolidated power in these 
regions, would be ready to circumvent and traverse* 

But it may be said, our expatriated brethren would be 
able to make the indigenous inhabitants form a common 
cause with them. This, with due submission, is inferring, 
4hat Britons will through time so degrade themselves, as to 
^prefer the tameness of Indian existence, to the noble bold- 
'iiess *of their native regions — that they will run the risk of 
having their high pretensions set aside, and that of being 
absorbed under Indian institutions— that they will content- 
edly plunge themselves into a desperate conflict, for the sake 
of unbridled Asiatic indulgence, and in order to get rid of 
those ennobling exercises, in which their high character 
consists, coalesce with a race of men whom they now despise 
*->^aiid that such dispositions so debased and so enervat- 
ed, they wiH retain energy sufficient to lay tlie foundation 
of a vast empire, to endow its incongruous parts with one 
national impulse, and to bring forth its resources under one 
redoubted sway. All this, let it be remarked, is to be ddne 
in the view of dissevering themselves from their parent sien^ 
in whose unlimited resources alone their peculiar proweii 
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resides, a^ikrotvess aa ^ent, Chat actih^ «HtJer its ia« 
fhtetiice, every teaa of tiiem possanea I'igtir auiteicat to 
cammaacS tlie aervioes of the thotueaods, bjr «rhct||a Ite^'is be- 
set. What but ibfataated effiaipinaejr could conteia^ato 
such a revulsion without horror ! said what energ]/^ it ChltM 
to be dreaded in such deplorable infatuation ! 

Thk alarms, implied in the third supposition, hate parti- 
zans even among the advocates for a itee trade. It is not, 
tliese say, tlie treachery nor the revulsion of their country- 
men, if placed under auspices fevourdde for improvement, 
thsd they dread, but thooomiption and imbecilHty of our 
own e^euutive government, and the headstrong ttUholence 
to wliich, British rasidents may thereupon be driven. 
These, they ailedge, would, if not most imperiousiy res- 
trained, throw the adairs of the uatiou into disorder, and 
embroil the best interests of the country. 'Thb is a theme 
vi-hich too many of our countrymen are disposed >te ehitne, 
hut it is one, in which the topks for reprehensiodi'lead to 
condttsions the most opposite from what is here intended. 
Every one knows that there is « vast difference betwint 
die temiieramcnt of an Indian and that of a Britmi, hut few 
make the allowances that are necessary to ascertain the 
cliafaeter and the consequences of this difference ; the as- 
perity of the one grates upon our ears, Uie timidity of the 
other beguiles our senses. Tlie first, however, is bold and 
generous, tite last perfidious and distrustful } he will neither 
give nor receive those kind offices that indicate a sound dis- 
positkm of mind, while the other, amidst aB his inequalities, 
is ittcessaiitly i»owerful displays of the strength and 

wcWlh of his eweoUal owlowmemts. This is a conchisive, 
and it is an irresistiMe argument in fevour of a liberad^ poli- 
cy in regawl to out «wn coantrymew ; ai»d nduan it is duly 
weighed, it uitost insplto Ooafidewe alike ki our hrethrOn 
abroad, our g«#«rftment, smdnup eatablishwurtte, it suits 
tl#<Sf^s of tortidfi pw^maHH, ua well as it does dhose 

B 
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the East ladia Company, to repel such inferences ; but this 
cannot he done, without denying the existence of all those 
blessings and advantages that we individually and nationally 
enjoy, and giving the preference to a system of things which 
none of us can contemplate without disgust. 

These remarks may be held to be a sufficient answer to 
mere cavillings and surmises, that have their foundation in 
jealousy and misapprehension. It is the business of but too 
many to vilify the peculiarities of our countrymen, that 
thereby they mfiy degrade our peculiar institutions in the 
eyes of the world. To reason with such is unnecessary ; it 
is enough to appeal to facts that cannot be disputed. Wliat 
is it that upholds the whole frame of society in which we 
are enveloped, that amidst turmoils and difficulties elicits 
the most sublime indications of human character ? Is it not 
our holy religion, and the institutions by which its influen- 
ces are diffused ? We must not suppose, that because the 
doctrines of Christianity are so generally treated with dis- 
respect, that therefore their power has ceased to untold it- 
self. There is scarcely a person amongst us, the most profli- 
gate and the most impious, whose character has not been 
affected by it, and who is not, though in spite of himself, 
made instrumental in diffusing its best blessings. Every 
thing around us has at one time or other been sul>ject(‘d to 
the powei and influence of Christianity, and retains more 
or less of its powerful impress: the provisions for education 
as well as those for the maintenance of the helpless; the 
laws and usages of polite joricty, as ncll as the foims and 
ceremonies oi religious worship, all partake of its mild bene- 
ficent character, and diifuse advantages that are conformable 
to its laws. By these things the conduct of men is neces- 
sarily regulateil, by them also their temper and character is 
generally ionufd ; they have raised the character and cir- 
cumstances of the European coinnmnity above those of all 
the other nations of the world, and all the nations of anti- 
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quitj, and they are necessary io uphold these in their exalt 
cd situation. / 

That tlie influences here referred to have entered deeply 
into tlie temperament of our countrymen, cannot be doub.<* 
cd. It was these that moderated the various revolutions of 
Britain, so opposite both in their operations and in their 
results to the revolutions of other countries. With the fol- 
lies, hut not with the crimes that attended these revolutions 
tlie fatuities of rcli^jionists may be chargeable ; for it is a 
fact, that deserves our most serious regard, that even amidst 
the height of dehision, the restraints laid on the passions of 
men hy our holy faith were obviously the prrservativea front 
much mischief. No such scenes as those that took place in 
France, in St. Domingo ; no St. Bartholomew’s Day, no 
Sicilian Vespers cloud our history : ebulitions of mistaken 
loyalty, of undue devotion to a particular party and to par- 
ticular tenets, took place then, as they take place daily under 
our eye, but unh\ss the star of infidelity shall rear its head, 
and the sunshine of Christian truth set in the shade, we 
will continue to find, as we have always heretofore found, 
that not only genuine contrition will defecate occasional per- 
versity, but that sympathetic and benevolent feelings will 
predominate even in our most infuriate dissentions. These 
iharacleristic sentiments, let it be noticed, arc not confined 
to one cla^s of men, they pC’-vade the whole community. 
The fatuous Turks and the bigotted Spaniards and Portu- 
guese are witnesses of the fact, and in their harmonious co- 
operation with our meaiie&t hinds, acknowledge the superior 
lustre of British benignity Can we tlien seriously dread 
revulsion from the mild and placid tribes of Hindostan, co- 
alesced under our governance, who have so much cause to 
venerate our institutions, and so many incluc;gnienis to con- 
fide* in our national character ? Wc perceive our name and 
nation looked up to witli respectful hoinat»c by those who 
an* nationally most averse both from these and from our 



12 


religicm and national policy ; and will we fear lest the grat- 
ings 'Of our peculiar asperities, the uncouth ness of our per- 
sonal mahners, sink tliat magnanimity and power out of 
sight, while the blessings that arc connected with them arc 
so fully enjoyed ? 

There is one way of securing the good-will and riveting 
the affections of our fellow subjects in the East, and there 
is but one, and that is, by making them duly sensible of the 
blessings that they enjoy under our protection. It is not 
by impressing them wdih an idea that w e w ill at all events 
respect and nurture their prejudices and their institutions; 
that rather than be deficient in complacency to these, 
will like the Dutch trample the enaign of our owm peculiar 
faith at their feet, or like tlie Americans pleetl our abortion 
from the European commonwealth. If we should thus bend 
all that is peculiarly our own at their feet, every act and 
circumstance of our lives would disi'lose the hollowness of 
Our pretensions ; our tameness would provoke their ahjtet 
bostUity, and give unbounded effect to that subtle line of po- 
licy that is so suitable to their character. It is by govern- 
ing wisely and exercising our authority with fidelity, reso- 
lution and intrepidity, that our institutions and our inter- 
ests will come to be all alike respected, and not by dropping 
the one in favour of the other; it is by limiting our power 
by maxm\s drawn from discrete, magnanimous and extend- 
ed view’s of our whole circumstances and obligations, that 
tins respect, and that corresjiyondent good-will, which are so 
much covct<5d, will be alike procured. Wliatever the in- 
habitants of these distant regions may think of us, let us be- 
ware, that they never entertain the idea that we are bound 
to ourselves under their feeble phantasies ; for if they 
should, wl|3e forfeited our character for courage and 
4 i^ndour, w e would place these phantasies in that very throne 
which we, and all that is our owm, are called to occupy. It 
was not by sacrificing their own peculiar tenets to the pre- 
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jndicos of the multitude that tlie Mahome(an^ dynasty be- 
oarne entaUliished ; and it U not by «o doing that our iecurily 
is to be obtained. The(«e bickerings and dissensioiM that sound 
so loud and appear so threatening when religion is named, 
form no part of its pure essence ; they are ebulitions from 
its surface, but they feel the restraints of its influence, and 
like the ragings of the windy storm, they alarm those most 
who are li'ast implicated in their consequenc'^s— like the 
ti iupest, too, as they tend to pass off impurities that might 
become pestih^ntial, they extite alarms that vrill presently 
subside and be at rest. 

I HAVE been the more particular on this point, because it 
seems to be much misapprehended. We arc alarmed lest 
Christianity and civilization, by making too rapid progress 
in India, endanger the stability of our empire, while the 
Cu t is, that we have too much reason to fear, that though 
our utmost efforts were used, the progress of these would be 
but tardy. It is above two hundred years since we began 
tl)e civilization ot the Iris»h under similar prejudices, and 
though our national exertions thereto have been immense, 
we have no reason to vaunt of our success, imprenement 
presupposes high mental os well as great and incessant cor- 
poreal evercise ; it subsumes a sense of the value, and a 
tsiste for the enjoyments of refined life, and it subsumes also 
a disposition and a predetermination to submit to the exer-* 
cises and privations that are nect'ssary for their atiainment. 
For these reasons, in sjute of all the blessings felt to be con-^ 
nected with it, we are tardy in our progress towards im- 
jirovement ; nay, we frequently fall back in the way. Have 
we any reason to believe that the Hindoo forms any except 
tioii % the general rule ? Quite the reverse* Mahometan- 
ism, with all its allarements, has not in the of many 

centuries received any aonaiderable accession of strength- 

Wb are accordingly brought bac^c to the point from which 
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i^c started, the institution of a good general system. To 
appoint proper deputies for cxercis?iijg the powers of legiti- 
mate authority, is an important object, and it is one in 
which perhaps, there has been seldom much to compliun of; 
but it Is a matter of still greater importance, to institute a 
proper plan of superintcndance, to secure vigilance, and en- 
force accountability. I have sometimes been of ojiinlon, 
that this matter was in a marner prejiarcd to our hands. 
Our own plan of executive government seems to ha\eaxiscn 
out of the regular exercise of its ordinary functions, and some 
such plan might he adopted in India. Let our object be 
not ‘‘*0 much the punishment, as the prevention of evil ; let 
the council of eacli Governor General, those whom he was 
bound to consult, and whose advice he was under tlie n(*res- 
sity of following, in all extraordinary occasions, besides com- 
prizing some of his confidential friends, comprehend the 
heads of the dopartmonl^ of finance, of the army and navy, 
of the colonial and commercial interests, of the justicLiry 
and civil authority, and then we maj rest assured, that he 
never can act without competent information ; and let the 
Jieads of these departments be amenable not only to go\crn. 
ment, both abroad and at home, but to the legislature for 
their transactions, and then too I apprehend we can have few 
fears about the execution of their respective duties. 

I AM far, however, from setting down this or any other 
plan as a general rule, I nidition this plan merely because 
it exhibits one, wherein, the exact fulfilment of every obliga- 
tion, and the most complete accountability can be comprised, 
and one that is alike simple in its apprehension, and in its 
application. My object, at present, is not to exhibit a mo- 
del, but to evince the fact, that there is nothing ih tl|p cir- 
cumstances of the case that can make the changes about tq 
be induced by a jOee trade^ either momentous or alarming; 
And if the evils to be dreaded do not render an abolition of 
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the monopoly impolitic, surely the advaatagea obviously to 
be derived therefrom ought to lead to that measure. 

The greatest difficulty consists in adjusting the claims of 
the East India Company. Here too there is one way, and 
l)ut one of meeting the objection. We must, auJ we may 
admit them in their full legitimate extent; but we must 
qualify the admission with declaring, that all these claims, 
whatever they are, are mere matters of indemnity and com- 
pensation. ^Vitllout this qualification, we must be contending, 
that British subjects may institute sovereignties, independent 
of the state, and that the East India Company is one of these 
sovcreigntic’s. Rut avc all know that no British subject has 
any right so to do, nor any ground of claim whatever, 
that stands on a Jvigher footing than that of indemnity; 
and tliat with this right held in security, he can insist on 
the most ample amends. The right of resolving claims in 
this wav, it is evident, can be exercised the state alone 
— only for the sake of great and substantial public advgn* 
Inge, and no farther than this advantage imperiously re- 
quii es. In those cases, wherein the exercise of tliLs power is 
necessary, it is no less tlie duty of the state to accord, than 
of the individual to claim, not only complete indemnity, but 
the most absolute deference to all his personal rights which 
still remain in reserve. 

This point, I apprehend, must be hold to be incontroverti- 
ble, and being thus determined, the adjustment of every oth- 
er matter becomes both easy and simple. The first thing that 
demands our regard is the claims which the British nation 
now set forth, what is their limits, and wliat the extent of 
tin* concessions that the company must be prevailed on to 
accord. That the exercise of sovereignty in all its ramifi- 
cations must be resumed by the king, in case of a free trade 
is self-evident — for British residents in India, in that case, 
will not be the servants of the Company as they now 
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4rp, anil gcverneil liy restrictive regulations, but the subjects 
of the crowii, and as such governed by the established laws 
of Britain. Tliht tijis free tra<le ought to be cjcerciscd iu 
all its brandies is in my opinion equally manifest, from 
our circuinfitano(‘s and obligations. Our national trade and 
indu'*lry are sunk info dependence on rival and hostile na- 
tions, and they have at lengtli become paralyzed fiom the 
muUitudeof misfortunes under which they have fallen, and by 
which they are still incessantly beset. Our whole population, 
and the value of all our national resources are in consequence 
falliaig off rapidly, botli in real efficiency and in political im- 
portance. Duties, tliat call for our greatest strenglh, our 
higliest exertions, in Uie meantime press upon us ; oiid we are 
in a rnanner driven to the East for mu excitation and sup- 
port to our industrious propensities. There, an unbounded 
field for coiomorcial enterprise presents itself, there, wealth 
uncKplored, and means ascertained sufficient to reanimate 
all our faculties, and to keep them for ages in full exercise, 
jMresCnt ihciuficlves ; and there too, the interposition of pri- 
vate capital, and of private traders, has called in the assi>. 
tance of foreigners to meet duties ami enjoy atlvantages 
that aixj peculiarly our own. 

In betaking ourselves to tills resource, we aie only avail- 
ing ourselves of an advantage that has been long witUield 
from us. This defalcalion of ours has not only excluded us 
for ages from the exercise of many indisputable and essen- 
tial rights, but it has od in^d the individuals vdio have availed 
themaelve6*6f with much dangerous and hurtful j>ower ; 
they Imve not only drawn up tlw^e imalienablo rights, and 
the transcendent prowess that resulted from them, un- 
der banners hostile to our best interests ; but they have in- 
verted the energy thus procured, against oursdves ; and so 
ioennured themselves in prfvileg«s,4hai we dare not, or can- 
not bring them to the bar of common oquity, for their nais- 
applicatfon of our resources. This is a matter that aannot 
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lie tlisi^uiscd, Nay, such is the patronage enjoyed by 
the East India Company, that in all ordinary cases, the 
renovation of its charter would have passed agahi. At 
length, liowever, its fiiianrial difficulties have made it ne-' 
ecssary for it to throw itself in the arms of the country : 
the necessities of the landed, the commercial, and the funded 
interests now loudly call for relief : to these the wants of the 
state and of the community at large, give redoubled efficacy* 
In the meantime the monopolists paralyzed, giving way, and 
yi(‘lding up powers lhatare unprofitable, and eve|i hurtful, per- 
ceive that though by ahandoiiiug their power, they alter their 
condition, they are under no necessity, either to lower their 
character, or to fodeit any of those honors and privileges, that 
«-ire really estimable, and that they can exercise with advaii-* 
tage to thcinselv(‘s or the country. This, I apprehoiid, is 
the real state oi' things, at present, and, under these Aievvs^ 
the value and the extent of the claims and pleas vl all parlies 
may, 1 think, be satistactorily adjunted. 'flio interest of ail 
jmrties arc prepared to coalesce ; they are kept asunder by 
certain feelings and misconceptions, but those ought not to 
prevent an equitable oiTangeinent. 

lx my opinion, the situation of the East India Companv, 
at this moment, is somewhat analogous to that of the feu- 
dal aristocracy, when civil imjnovement first made way for 
the advancement of tlie lower class of the community. Like 
this body of men, at that eventful e]>och, ihvy have before 
them a change w hich no exertions of their own can obviate 
or [iivveut. The mass of the people are struggling for a pai'- 
ticipation in that wealth and ialluence which the company 
has so long enjoyed, nnd the goverument is anxious to re^ 
suine that power and patronage, from which it has heretofore 
been tixchtded. The Company is excoeduigly lotho to part 
with ]K)ssessions and dignities that have in a sense become 
prescribed in itshaiwis; part with these, however it must, 
or greater evils will ensue. If its struggles are systematic 
and successful, it may preserve to itself somethings like the 



feu<lal tloiniualion, that in the end obtained the a^^ccndancy io 
Poland and (Germany; wherein, thepahiciaii order, by depres- 
sing alike the supreme jwwer and the peojiJe, contrived to 
maintain tlieir predominancy at the expence of the welfare 
of the nation. Hut if the matter is compromised in the way 
t'lat was done in regard to that domination in England 
and in France, the interests of all pailies may Ife promoted 
and not at all repressed by the ehange. 

At present oppoiluiiity of meeting the exigencies of 
the country, and of obtaining effectual relief to themselves, 
is laid open to the East India proprietors. The country 
demands access to those regioiu of enterprise that are locked 
up under their hands. The certain consequence of ob- 
taining this access is the introduction of improvement, wealth 
and security into their territorial domains. It is necessa- 
ry that the state lay hold of the reins of this vast empire, 
not so much for the sake of the change that is apprehended, 
as of that which has been already induced. But, in thus 
depriving these proprietors of tludr honors and ijnmunlties, 
the state relieves them of their burdens, extends its strong 
arm arotiml their possessions, and give'*' redoubled eflioacy to 
that spirit of enterprise which there, as in England and A- 
inerica, must necessarily augmentand substantiate ilie value 
of their immense possessions. In such circumAaiiccs, is it 
the duty or is it the intei e^t of the propi ictors to be tenacious 
o( tlieir prescribed su[)eiioiity, or lokt it fall into tlie hands 
of the for the aake of the e(|uivalcnt that will thereby 
be prepared t/s tlieir hands ? In being tenacious, they risk 
their own immediate concerns, tlicy incur double respoiisi. 
bility in the eyes of the country, and they contribute to 
the general calamity of the nation, a calamity, in which 
they themselves must ultimately participate. On the other 
hand, by letting theii' pi escribed honors fall into the hands 
of those who arc disposed to make the best use of them, they 
relieve themselves from a mass of cares and burdens, they re- 



ijolve all these, and all their hazards into those of tlie state, 
tliey will call for the thanks, and they will merit the gratitude 
of their country, and contribute thereby to raise it, and 
all their connexions, to a condition that will enable and dis- 
pose them, and all parties to seek their welfare as benefac- 
tors. By following out this latter train of conduct, the East 
India proprietors, like the ancient English barons, must un- 
ijiiestionably find the value of all those possessions, and ol 
all those privileges that it is competent for them regularly to 
enjoy, augmented beyond all calculation. Thereby, also, 
they may obtain financial relief and territorial revenue from 
subjects, tliat would have otherwise been unproductive. 
If the Company could take a clear and extended view of its 
own situation and advantages, T a))prehend, that it ivould 
view the denouement that is thus prepared for it, as a 
i>'onsiimmatioii every way most desireable. 

''ruLui: arc a varioly of stations in a system so vast, that 
might give occupation to iibody so great, so rich, and so pow- 
erful, as the East India Ciimpany. India has a territorial 
interest particularly her own, wliich an aristocracy so great 
iniglit well devote itself to the charge of. "J^he commerce, 
thence induced, must recpiire the interjmsition of a financial 
establishnient furnished nith resources both at home and a* 
broad, tlius redoubled and thus extended. The vast national 
enlerju’ises, martial, maritime and political, of an empire so 
important and immense, could not be better disposed of, than 
in charge to a pcditical body, so deserving of confidential rc^ 
gard. Til all or in any of these, the talents and resources 
of the company might ‘find employment, much more suitable 
and much nioie lucrative, than that of conquering and go- 
verning countries which must sooner or latter be taken out 
of its hands. It is by these very means, (it must be noiictd,) 
that the value and the importance of all its assets and in- 
vestments would be most suceessfully substantiated, realized 
niul resolved into tangible and divisible efiects, and that 
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a species of political power and importance, with conmien-* 
siirale wealtli and means, would result from its character 
and situation, most consistent with individual interest. 

As to the commercial and political difficulties that may 
be devolved upon the nation, by unrc.strained intercourse 
to the East, these, whatever they may turn out to be, oii^ht 
not to discompose ns. There U a season when nations like 
individuals may put forth their whole strength, not only 
without danger, but with manifest advantage ; and surely 
llie vigor and energy of the British government and people, 
cxiiibited by them on every suitable occasion, cannot make 
us estimate any difficulties that can here present themselves?, 
matters of much importance. Batriotism and loyally, courage 
and perseverance, the qualities of all others the most neces- 
sary for surmounting obstacles and resolving advantages, in- 
to general good, wTre never so prevalent, and never so suc- 
cessfully displayed in our nation as /it present. Our capital 
and ingenuity, our industry and interprize, and our resour- 
ces, faculties and powers, abetted by our naval prowess and 
military force, and by the exalted character of our govern- 
ment, and supported by the immense territoiial acquisitions 
and resources that have at length been subjected to our 
hw'ay in those very regions, ought to raise us above all sus- 
picions on this head. Such means and such pow ers must 
bear down every appearance of olistructioiu and nothing but 
a restricted and perverse line of policy can prevent their 
\aising our name and nation to tlie highest pitch of advance- 
ment. Tho^ attainments are immense, but as they are no- 
ways incommensurate with our innate staminal vigor, tliey 
may be exercised without abatement. Holland and Tortu- 
gal, Venice and Genoa severally, had possessions every w'ay 
more disproportionate to their native pow er 5 and it was not 
by their extension, but by their corruption and oppression 
that Iheir fate w'as blighted. It becomes us, like Rome, to 
Essimwlate to our character all that has become our own ; 
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hncl then, like Rome, though the wliole earth should fall 
under our sway, its improvement and our own radical 
streugtii and superiority would only be the more effectually 
e^tablisheJ and corifirined. 

It is not at all ine^nt to say, that nothing like difficulty, 
or obstacle, or disappointment wdll appear in tlie expansion 
ofeonmierto and industry, that is hei*e supposed. On the 
contrary, in such an extended scale of action, we must ex^ 
pec't that these will increase ; but unless our character shall 
rapidly degenerate, obstruction will only be the prelude to 
triumph, difficulty to higher attainments, and disappoint- 
ment to more severe and arduous preparations. T^et it be 
rcTollected, that every new commercial attainment will not 
only constitute a trophy to the British name, but form the 
meaus for farther attainments, — ^that every new indication 
of improvement thus jirocured will not only augment our 
resources, but tend to the stability of those already obtain- 
ed, and thus confirm our commercial ascendency amongst 
the nations, — and that every developement of tliis ascendency 
will prove a spring to the advancement of our personal char- 
acters. It is not for a moment to be admitted, that our 
coibtituted powers are incompetent to the formation of a 
system of regulations suiU'd (o such increasing power, nor 
that imbecillitv of mind and feebleness of conception will 
]>revent llie nation from availing itself fully of such advan- 
1 «gcs, as is but too freijuently admitted. On the contrary, 
taking fv)r mv^ rule, those high di plays of personal prow- 
(‘ss, and of force of character, that have taken place in the 
navy and other fields of enU-rprize, and wherever a fair and 
lull opjmrtunit} has offered, 1 must’eontend, that our national 
clwiracter has not yet sufficiently developed itself, that it is 
still in a state of pupilage, and that a more ample range is 
necessary for its full exercise and denouement. 

I AM aware that tiscse remarks will alarm a certain cla^s 
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of the community, respectable alike for their character and 
for their inQaence. It may be apprehended, that the na- 
tional means and the national power will be squandered away 
under presumptuous ideas of our importance, in wild attempts 
at fanciful reformation ; that unprofitable and unwarranted 
undertakings will become prevalent ; or at any rate that our 
strength and potency, now so consolidated and so stable, 
may be exhausted and attenuated from the ellbcts of mere 
extension. It must be remembered, however, that all this 
time it must be held that the arm and authority of one go- 
vernment surmounts the whole, that these will not he idle or 
listlessly set aside, but on the contrary, be jnoportionally 
active and vigilant, and be strenuously and incessantly exw 
ercised in repressing unlawful and unwarranted undertak- 
ings. Undue assumptions of wealth and pretensions to iui- 
|K)rtance will in this way be immediately exposed. 

Is the ease supposed, however, fJierc is a check upon un- 
warranted speculation that can exist in no other instance. 
In a trade that admits of exchanges in a manner uiuUt one's 
eye, the prospect of factitious support, from obligations that 
are tranhmissabie, may decoy the unwary into various im- 
proper transactions. It is well known, that extensive ship- 
ments of invaluable commodities have ])een freqaently made, 
for the sake of tlie financial accommodation to be obtained 
from drawbacks of dcb(»ntuies and Ironi advaincs on consig- 
nation ; and that these, in certainjnstancos, have been contin- 
ued to such an extent, tliat the wealth of particular commu- 
nities have bL^n consigned to destruction, in the pursuit of fi- 
nancial relief. In the ease before us, however, e\crv thing 
of this kind is impossible; no financial aeconimodalion can 
be drawm fiom a trade, wherein a couple of years must in- 
tervene betwixt the outset and the return. A person cn- 
gaging in it must be possessed of a capital equal >^liole 
amount that is adventured, and this capital ho inusiT \^avc 
completely under his command. As this arisen from the 
nature of the case, it forms a bar to unwarranted enterprize 
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that cannot be obviated- Nor is this all: as this rerj cJr^ 
eunistaiicc must induce caution and mature preparation, U 
wifi drive mere adventurers out of the trade, and it will aU 
lure men of real capital and e:ifpcrience into it These wilt 
not rashly consign Uieir prt^perty into an improper channel 
of trade, nor increase its extent beyond its due bounds. 

Of the clfects, resulting from such extended intercourse, 
upon the character and general circumstances of the state 
and nation, some apprehensions may be obtained from view- 
ing our peculiar attainments and situation. Our nation is 
m every sense founded on the sea; we are an immense mari- 
time, mercantile, industrious people, connected together by 
tlie instrumentality of naval antlcomnieicial influence. Our 
native isle is placed in the centre betwixt our North Amer- 
ican and Eastern territories. These countries, so opposite 
to cacli other in character and circumstances, while they 
su[)ply ns w ith their peculiar riches, are governed and sub- 
jectnl not less by superior policy’and incessant intercourse, 
than by our established sovereignty and paramount influ- 
ent (\ A vast navy, and vast territorial advantages, resources 
and energies arc necessary to us, and they arc prepared for 
Us, but they are only to be obtained in the way of free un- 
restrained commerce, and us they are to be obtained, so they 
must be tlifluseil and jiosses'^ed in ibis way, and in no other. 
With the advantage ot such a navy, such intercourse, ex- 
tended and invigorated by such means and resources, we ap- 
proximate the most distant corners of our empire to each 
other ; we make each fee^ and enjoy the strength and ad- 
vantages of the whole; vve consolidate their aggregate pow- 
ers, uiukT our inimcdiatc authority. 

T'unsr; remarks are set down, because they bring into 
riew a variety of important considerations in regard t6 the 
true value of unrestricted commercial intercourse. It is by 
it, and by it alone, that the invaluable productions of our 
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Asiatic temtoiios arc to be cK'coinmcKlatcd to our service^ 
fliul producetl of such qualities and in such quantities as t<i 
befit our purposes. Silk, cotton, indigo, and a variety of 
precious gums and dyewoods, fitted for our manufactures ; 
hemj), saltpetre, and other naval and warlike stores ; for 
com|7etent supplies of wlxich wc are at present dependent on 
foreign powers, might be all obtained within our own do- 
mains, if a free trade, supported by a liberal and extended 
line of policy in regard to our distant possessions, were a- 
dopteth At present, the quality of Indian productions is ge- 
nerally marred through want of skill and attention, and the 
quantity produced noways commensurate to that which i4 
requisite to meet our manufacturing exigencies. Nothing 
but the solicitude and per‘»cvcrance of th^ resident Brit- 
ish capitalist can reach the source of the evil here noticed ; 
and such a personage cannot exist and exercise his amelio- 
rating functions, without perfect freedom and security in 
regard to his j)ersoual and political interests. Here, the cry 
ofmethadism and colonization may again he raised; but 
will any one sas", that there is more danger in binding the 
inhabitants of these countries to us by a sense of interest, 
Ilian by t!ie repulsive letters of constraint ; in inspiiiTigthem 
with love and confidence in our paternal solicitude for tlieir 
concerns, than in compressing them under our authority by 
means of distnistful and alienating restrictions. At present, 
notwithstanding the improved state of our own manufac- 
tures, the old round of fabricating silk ami cotton goods, 
without aliatcmcnt and without reserve, is kept agoing ia 
India, although the^e, so lar from supplying our wants, ma- 
terially traverse and interfere with the most necessary means 
for their supply. How in such circiimstantcs con commer- 
cial intercourse become profitable? It belongs to the inge- 
nuity and industry of the British capitalist, infonned hr 
science and impelled by system, to divert trade from this 
unnatural channel, to resolve its vrhole force against hostile 
comp^itors, and to render it necessary for our neighbDur*i 



acut for foreign rofteeStioiis, to subjeiit t&Ir cfommerciat 
tem to fair and equitable prlndples. ' ' 

Bw btesidea the adi^'dntage/reisiiUing from imphfo^g th/ 
native productions of tttdia» ttccommodaiing those to 
our l>urposes, direct intercourse With India Would prejjiar^ 
the natives for h^gtk^r exenSaes under our immediate influ- 
ence. For my part, I can see no g6ml reason for debar- 
ring oui^selvcs from their services in the army^ iil^ evety 
department of foreign duty that offers. What consumpt of 
British subjects, doeji the garrisoning of our West India Is- 
lands occasion ? llmv many thousand brave warriors mlghi 
ho at Ow disposal, if Our colonial expeditions eould bo sup- 
])ortcd by recruits from ilindostan ? In this way we might 
infuse the ardor and zeal of loyalty into the hearts ol* our 
dusky fellow subjects ; these we might make bent wtilt en- 
thusiasm in Our common causey we might exercbe the 
zeal and ardor thus produced, towards great common ob- 
jects under one great influence, and by advancing them cf- 
lectually in our own system^ exalt our general system in the 
scale of nations. This is no trifling cdnsidetntlOn. Every 
Russian Emperor may not be as magnanimous as AletandeK 
If a Bonaparte should ever sit on the throne that cefmmands 
the source of onr supjdies of naval stores, he might feel as 
little difficulty in advancing over the Scandinavian territooy 
to the Northern seas, as BwapartO himself felt in crossiiig 
the states on the Rhine. In stieb a ease, the dernier resort 
here referred to, would be invaluable ; but It would only be 
invaltiaUe in so far as attachment to us was secured by kiii^ 
dred regards. If ia Uiis point we are (kfioiaoit, in some Ori- 
ticai posture of our affairs, the power or influence of ^r 
etvemy may invert against oursehetl^y the whole force thus in 
reserve, with more ease than we could manage It.; A4 pre« 
sent a fair nnd a full opportunity of diuwii^ it forth, and or- 
ganizing it under our own influtmce within our grasp vt.his 
upportuiiity lost» another ecpmlly favoultidjfejmayaevar<rotuna>. 
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I UAFK been the more particular upon the subject of ciri- 
luiog India, because it appears to me to form the key-stone 
of all our attaiuments. If we can accomplish this object, 
we will have effectually brought under our sway, an empire e- 
very way superior to that of Bonaparte; its population 
and its territory being alike invaluable in themselves, and 
correspondent to our circumstances. Let India but be ci- 
vilised* or rather identified with tlie parent system, and we 
have at once direct and complete access to all the wealtli and 
cotnmei'ce of the whole Eastern world, India, however, muht 
in the first place, be exercised under this character ; its indus- 
try must be concatenated with ours, and its hopes and fortuiu s 
linked with the results of this connexion. Our manufactu- 
rers derive immense advantage from Jews and pedlars on 
the European continent. Our merchants may have a simi- 
lar advantage in Asia where tln;» is necessary; but bv fid- 
lowing out Uie outline now drawn, ourcommcicem this 
quarter will come to rest on higher giouncl. 

But say they^ there is a difficulty and a danger in attempt- 
ing or even abetting the civiliasation of India. Theic is 
manifest danger in trusting oner’s self in a bark upon the 
wfaves,or to guidance derived from information drawn from 
the magnetic needle ; similar danger is pj-oduced in ex})lotl- 
i|ig a cannon, and in condensing steam ; but by observing in 
each particular case the necessary rules, every danger is so 
completely dispelled, that the merest novice w ill not startle. 
When the powers thus obtained have been duly improved, 
arranged* «?-itended, concentrated and properly directi'd, 
they give the most momentous results. It was by dint of 
power derived from the successful application of steam to 
useful purposes, that the national wealth and pow er, by 
which Britain has beeu able to impede the progress of 
l^rench principles, has been procured. It was by dint of 
the force, derived from the applicatimi of gu»-powder to 
warlike purposes, that Mahom^lmii^m was by Divine 
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goodnes<5 arrested in its progress westward ; and, it is by 
the stiperior.prdwess that results front a coheenimtion of all 
the improvements made in naval tactics, that tbe blessings 
of peace and security are noir and have be^n so often pre- 
served to the world by tho potver of Britain. Therfa a 
danger no doubt in attempting to civilize India, and 
manage the business violently and remissly by turns, as the 
French revolutionists managed the ebulitions that took place 
in France twenty years ago, the danger may be great ; but 
shall we therefore say, with our eyes Open to the conse- 
quences, with our government, our institutions, our resour- 
ces, and every man at his post, that the civilization of In- 
dia gradually rising up under our hands, will create any 
thing like pec uliar danger or difficulty ? 

Let us next direct our attention to the advantages and 
consequences that must flow to our China trade, from lihe a- 
dojition of a liberal system, in regard to Ilindostatt* It is 
proposed to resor\e the China trade to the Fast India Com- 
jiany, which it must be noticed, is not only a trade that is 
most lucrative, !)ut one that is most susceptible of extension 
and improvement, provided only a liberal policy in regard 
to our g(Micral trade !)e resorted to. It is said tliat the cha- 
racter the Chinese, and the principles of their government, 
render this reservation on the whole both prudent and ad- 
vantageous. The matter, I apprehend, briefly stands thus. 
The government of China j$ las systematkdlly repugnant 
to our nation, and to all inlerisdurse with it, as that of Bo*- 
napartc, and it tolerates nbmore foreign trade, than what ill 
existing cireiunstanccs is indispensibly necessary. On the 
other hand, the inlnrWfants of that country afe as alert 'in 
the pursuit of gain, aiid ni friendly to trade as any other 
people on the face of the globe. On our part, neifoer Ibe 
government nor the nation conceal their partiality this 
trade. The question With m accordingly turns out tO be— - 
how are we to remove theiejeid)Ouaies,andltotc»plioiiw^ 

» g 
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iip the part of Hie Chinese government, which is the great 
liar to thkinteeeourae ? The question is no doubt important, 
apA/Somewhftt delicate, but aa I do not pretend to l)e pos* 
l^e$Aed of the means that are necessary to make all its cir- 
bear upon ihtstr dbject, I sliall content my- 
aelif with adverting to a few particulars, that in my opinion, 
ought to set the matter at rest, whatever way the general ten- 
dmvy of circumstances may happen to |)ointv 

We have an immense and invaluable empire in Uie East; 
this empire is supported by our national character, and by 
our maritime prowess. How .are these to be maintained 
in full vigor? Is it by lowering ourseh'cs in a way, that we 
would not do in regard to France, Russia, or America ? The 
government of China no doubt does not invade our territo- 
ry, or those of our allies ; it does not preclude our commerce, 
by spoliative decrees ; but it lays bonds on our ex- 

ercise general right, which no other power lins as yet 
attempted j it tolerates no more intercourse with us, than 
suits its own occasions, it represses with a higli hand what 
transgresfes these limits, and it respects neither our per- 
«ons nor our properties, when these become obnoxious to 
its views. These are assumptions of sovereignty that per- 
haps we ought not and will not impugn. They are beacons 
to our progress ; but they must not prevent us from avail- 
ing ourselves of every feir and lawful advantage that comes 
in our way. There is no friendship shewn to us that can 
embW(Ta$S) mr movements, or parsdyze our elTorts in the 
s^tsa to which by the above circumstances we are impelled. 

What woulfltiic iaost<eoiidiiating'diq>ositic«s lead us to do? 
That ire must Irare tndc^i' some kiwi in the neigh- 
Imurhnod of China is a point, about which none can cavil, 
«eeiitg thatthdpossosnoiiB of the British crown in that quar- 
^^tiO' hare bceotne bo inqjioitant aa to render this unavoiikble. 

Me- we, i» the wafof giring effeotto a nwnopo- 
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Jr of IHe CJiIna trade^ to precliule iniarcoursa betwixt tliese 
settlement® and China ? It must t>e tecoUeeted that it is nert; 
enough to preclude intercourse betfrtxt British residents 
and the port of Canton ; the indigeitous inhabitants of all 
these settlements, t!ie Cbinese themselves, and every foreign 
nation must be laid under a similar restraint, in order to 
pul a stop to indirect trade with China. As no restrictions 
to be enforced asiiore that can be devised, thougii exeou*ed 
In the most strenuous manner, could effectually preserve 
the monopoly to our privileged Company from infraction, 
nnlops along with tliese, the right of search at sea was es- 
tablished ; shall we, or can we, transfer to the Company this 
right ? Let it be recollected, that this search must be in- 
stituted in the view of conciliating the Chinese. Will it 
have this tendency ? Just the reverse* it will exasperate 
their animosity and jealousy almost to distraction. It will 
fill their minds, and the minds of every other nation of the 
East with frenzy against our naval power. Into wliat ef- 
fects such exaspeiatiouh might lead, it is impossible to con- 
jecture i it affects the tenderest part of national honor, as well 
as the most essential interests of the people. Animosity of 
this kind is seldom restrained by forms ; for it is not so much 
tlie sense of the privation that is inflicted, as tlie acrimony 
that must be engendered by constant efforts to traverse the 
enjoyment of natural riglUs for a pitiful objecU which nei- 
f her equity nor sound policy can justify* 

It may be exphuned# tliat no other trade will be indnded 
in the monopoly, but that betwixt the parent'<H)untry and 
C'hina ; that all othar trade will be left to its course, and 
that tills mtricted trade being coafisied port of Lon* 
don, no infraction can be iwnde upon this xMwopoly. 

.Baroafe this explanation is received, I would ask two 
qaestioas. Ifirst, what is to bc^me of the soHcHude to 
conciliate the Chinese governmmtthat ww advanced so pro- 
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mincntly ? Wbat provisiokis are to be made to prevent dis- 
senilons betwixt British subjects in the East, and that vin- 
dictive governtnent? Would it not be more consistent with 
British honor and safety, to preserve the whole charge of its 
whole affairs in its own haitdi, amenable to law, and responsi- 
ble to the authority of the state, and to lay down such rules 
and regulations as would implicate all the matters to be taken 
charge of, those 6f the parent state, as well as those of our 
fellow subjects abroad ? This surely could be done merely 
by instituting a board or factory at Canton, as is done in 
other countries ; one laid under most precise discipline, so 
as in effect to bring every British subject and all his af- 
fairs to the requisite extent, under most absolute control * 
the regulations theieto necessary being enforced by penal- 
ties, prompt and severe, which would be every way appro- 
priate and commensurate with the circumstances of the case. 
Reports to the projicr boards, and a refusal of protection or 
connexion, w^ould be severe punishments in tliat quarter of 
the globe ; yet by means of these alone, if it w as necessar}% a 
set of sumptuary enactments, as 'precise as those adopted in 
the army or navy might, under such authority, be most ex- 
actly maintained. Can the Company do more than tliis ? It 
certainly cannot. The drift of the explanation set up is 
not therefore the removal of the superinduced difficulty, 
but the adaptation of it to the views of the East India Com- 
pany, Nothing is thereby proposed for conciliating the 
good-will of the Chinese government and people, that is not 
much more^iiompletely attainable under the direct manage- 
ment of the crowm. *l^be honour and interests of the vast 
c^tiguous domains of Britain are left as unprotected as 
when they cotlisisied of a few solitary forts. l4et it not be 
pretended, therefore, thdt if Is On account of any necessity 
in the case, or because there is no alteriiative, when the mat- 
ter is so eviddht^y arranged to suit tbe views of this great 
mercantile bo^yl ^hile vee r^etnber that the stake which 
we have in thU business is iihpnrtant, us conridcr 
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that it i$ not hy a tityjid defaifence to a fanciful Importance, 
it is not by nurturing capricious prejudices, that the cordifd 
good-will or friendship of this government is to be obtained ; 
it is by exhibiting in a true and full light, the loyalty, gene- 
rosity, benignity, and intrepidity of our cliaracter, and by 
illustrating at once the sincerity and the strength of the 
principles out of which these qualities arise. This must be 
done directly by the state and nation themselves, and not 
through the medium of mercantile and interested agents* 
Thereliy we will merit esteem, and if after all, jealousy and 
prejudice should prevail, we will be able to bear up under 
it in a way becoming our national dignity and fortitude. 

The second question I would ask those who propose this 
explanation is, do they really know the value of the sacrifice 
that they are demanding of us, and have the India proprie- 
tors sub'itanllal grounds tor vm h a demand ? I am far from 
que^lioniiig their light oi title to every valuable considera- 
tion that can Im lesolved into property of any kind; what 
I ui‘h to kuou 1>, if there is any thing in their circumstan- 
ces that can merit or constitute a ground of claim for such 
satrlilces. It must be ndmltted that there is nothing. 

It is. propose' J too to preclude the out-ports from the pria- 
eipal advantages of tliis. trade, for the sake of the public I’e- 
^ enue. It may be very true, that in the port of London, 
where this business has been Icpig and thorougiily established, 
a variety of facilities and advantages will be found prepared 
fur the collection of public imposts, that exist nowhete else. 
But is there any peculiar diihculty in collecting the ta^Mtl 
on tea, apd inforeing all the ena<^eats regaxdjiug this trade, 
ill Liverpool, Glasgow or Cpfk, tba^ may not be obviated? 
No one can raaintaii) that there if* Why th)^ are the out- 
ports to be deprived of tips trade The port of London 
will certainly draw into it Us own proportion of th^ tea trade, 
without the aid of any moi^opaiy ; why ^refore Woold we 
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deprive ibie oul-pdrts of a dbiUar adv^tntage ? There cAu 
hi^no rmsm gi? en« Having ihm repelled their p}ea, 
ite* ngiit to notice^ that in these arraugemcat«t<» the 
ULM India ^mpany drop the qoestioa alK)ut metbedisru 
and oobauealiDn, aod suhatitute tiiat about the remiue. 
They are prepared to let the oitiliaatiao of India take ibi 
course^ and persons, objects and commodities to be shipped 
off Ihitlier according as tl»e matter can be arranged betwixt 
govcnintent and individuals, provided only that tbeconsigiia^ 
tiona homewards come under their influence. This simple 
illusion of theirs Ibrovrs the light of day on all tin ' fears 
about methodism, and anxieties about his Majesty’s revenue. 
Their hue and cry is seen to be of the same cast of charac- 
ter with Bonaparte’s zeal about the freedom of the seas, a 
bugbear to ward off investigations that would lead into the 
most mortifying results. 

Tufi great advantage of a free trade to Britain is its ten-* 
deacy to draw forth her resources, and to exercise on these 
her energies, and this can only be obtained by admitting 
trade freely into every (juarter of tlie nation, and scattering its 
advantages over tlie land, and thus bringing forward undtu 
its influences all our various facultic3 of improvement. It 
is not at 4ll necessary that each port should be directly em^ 
barked in it ; this, from the extensive custom-house aiTange- 
monts which in such trade is requisite, we know to be im- 
possible; but it is necissary that direct trade should be laid 
opeo^oall tl>e gyeat commercial avenues, so that no one 
aat of Inik gt^Tiiatiooal resources, nw one description 
Djleur^jcapUalists^iiiay be excluded from it! In tliis way, 
ouOtiWhote irada will be enlarged, and if one port gets niorc 
£iA$t India trade ihaii rexu^ it will most probably drop 
some part of its aitber trada in their favoilr. Jiivcry one ol* 
uffsees aggregations oi'auflita} and ingenuity of resources aial 
eUargies either hopelessly thrown aside, or ineoubidemlely 
daslkod other, lucre wautofab apiano^ . 



priate^Mlbatteo. caa oaly renMied 

tending the market, and ^y andting tiM wadtef, kmf 
ftiU and direct Sites «ea thtse^-in^alnabia nbjada, eiit, 
ho^vrardr* we a«^ calied <oa,t<) subui^ i«, utoi mt &ui vlptra f4 
the’Sast £«du»€ooipu^. eohdder tiie vakteAfibe 

ttdvaotege to be thvs abakdattetlfal* thsir aabe. , 

Thr landed interesto ime de«|>Iy eoMiipMmid<in>tlna jdtetter. 
As things novr stsatid nriiiit us, t^ srct&relmd seetln:)(.jr of the 
litedsd interest, nosifMdnu^ our whole peerage sted 
dent local interest, ia cQQipletdly identiSed with that ei the 
rommerciai and tnanofinfturing part of the MtwuQiiity:!, 
There i<> a vast proportion of the landed interest directly 
eonceined in trade, and in iuvestments ‘i^bat derive their 
whole value from the support that they receive frons^teMA 
Of thove hudUolders who are not thus involved in bnsiness, 
perhip, then' is not one who lu”> not fiicnds, dependents 
nnd connrvions who are engaged in trade, to an extent suf* 
(icient to interest him. These things roHstitote n ligumurd 
(t< uttochnn nt betn'ixt this important class of theeommunity 
aiul the t'- .Jmg Class, tliat is of no slender description. But 
))( sides th s, the increased value, that most be permanently 
<>1 ''Lid to their lands from an increase of'trade, is such as 
(Oil od( c this class in, fact the main partite in the mutter 
now under consideration. Tlie aShet <of a ttablc trade on 
the salue of land is leovderfnl, ter it is not only powerful 
but iiertnanent. Perhaps n perpetual tense of the whde o« 
moliimcnts of the Governor^ G^eral »»mH not, to many 
landholder, eompenaate for tImleihiaC the steka that is ia 
dcpcndcEHtt on thn present questdoaifi’ To dH, U»s stakrii* 
immense $ Ibr if the final arrangdmegk df ftea buishMas now 
under coosideratteiusiteU be snatv that nothing hutshfor las# 
to those who 4 tand»>ki fronttof atesnnerotel ienterprte|e cmi 
ehsuci the ttenual r&reriae nf hutdhdMate alight in ooaae* 
fjuenca stofe sa^ow t or % on 4ite other hand, disll 

be so adjcHded^^that ctwy acgeiilble ’adsdUts^enhaifi b» tiv> 



34 

cum} to the nation, tliiii iev«aue, a» the rcfiUt of national 
’Ajay rise so high, ttiftt the difTerenoe itself may 
(!l|ha}*t^ ev6D eUCOed att the rdst.*" TLiie interest, th^efore, 
the weeKitfiiso of the legisliitdfe «nd tht; state (consider* 
Os a i^reaf ^illcal ho4^. havhig a depeadenee for its re* 
vtssnes on comm^rciall edt^jiH^) have all severally in this 
bOs&l^eaS^ Is mdst'hdlKUtaDt. The situation of the country 
It as t6 {ireMi these considerations strong^ly on them 
Soinathin^Wim^^ done. The Bast India Company itself 
ttmst adfim this, tiet it be recollected, however, that like 
eWty other idfaSs of merchahts* when buoyed out of their 
statibn, tidt Codtpany on toivarda its object, what- 

eVerisad^ifices it may cost others. When the We of gain has 
steeled' the mind agrinst contrition, there is no assumption 
and no jmrieAce too much not to be \ entured on in the way 
drtite attainment of advantage. 

^*rHB Ibdia qaestimi is posed upon the public on gronnds 
that are altogether unwbt ranted, and in a maimer that it 
both unfair and uhbecommg. Tlie East India Company 
comprises thiee distinct classes of functions. First, it holds 
certain rights of sovereignty over an extensive empire, sc- 
condlj. It possesses in property invaluable territorial re- 
^’en^e'^, assets, ships, stotres, and other cflects , and lastly, it 
enjoys a monopoly of our trade to the East. In all these 
three characters, the opeiatlons of the Company are momen- 
tous and interesting, both in legard to Us own and in regoid 
to the public interest, bat each ot' them rests on grounds pe- 
ctiTiar to itH^, and each in own li^t ought according- 
tx lobe the Company, however, to draa 

tint whole uodd(’‘<me view, to class aA their operations 
utUfor one^ti4ln, apd to attach the interest of tlie whole sub- 
jects aihler theh' chargb to 4dch partieular part of this train, 
in this way, the ll^riti^ tegisld^tme is'callcd upon to jud^b 
of matteh'tl^ most complex tthdei* one genend view, and (o 
g^e its sandtton tit mattelc|i of the opposite import^ 



The great end looked ta in rabndtUng India alRitri ta |i#|h 
Hament is, f^e procqriog of neafBaai7 &ujp^le«: ief^ 

portant objects to be profidad ^ are unfoldad^ and 
means at hand fpr meeting tiseaa a^e Ijsld bef(n« it, b)ij( pi 
the upshot of ^ whole U k(a;tjpl||to tKia, thatpiirliapHMit 
must make up the de 6 i?ieney, wraltevef^^SfcNyf bp, and how- 
ever it may arise, the very perplpaity it^ isnn advantage 
in forwarding the abject of the neport; Ipejabder tbe shadei^ 
emergency, a sanction am |ie obtained foftbe greatest phuaei 
In this way, the British legisiatnre is m«d(S>-to give ita|^ 
probation at onoetntha state of political Ci^nnexians^ and tine 
establishment of manu&ptures that traverse the imlmests uif 
Britain— 'to recognize the advantages resulU^ firdm the fak> 
tuity and debasement of the natives, and to dboqnet the a^ 
counts given in of riic proiits of the tea trade— tO analyse 
the necessary exiienditure of the general government, and 
the petty disbursements pecuhar to menepntile aifaini^ If 
any exceptionable clause catch attentiu^ is it not, in sucb 
circumstances, easy to resolve it into new h^tricarics ? Can- 
not aVariety of expedmnts, neither difficult nor dangerous, 
bo made to shroud whatever it is desireable to conceri ^ 

Everv one must see, that intricacy so obviously reme- 
sltable is a loud call for some general improvement of the 
s;^ 8 tem, and that it is no less nugatory than absurd to con-, 
siller the Directors as undor anv great degree of accountabi- 
lity, until tius intricacy and peipleitity be rimoved. For my 
part, if ihe point cOuld be held ns aseprU^ned and fixed, 
that it was dange^us and improper to,alln^ Britlsb sub- , 
icds to visii the East ^eppt under the restiipUons of th^ 
Company^ 1 would at ^ce ^rc^tosb to divide the Company 
into three si^rate bodw$, in,;Qne of w bich the aaverdgnty 
would be \ ested, in anol^l^ t^ territorial revwue and fixpd ^ 
eflfbcts, and 111*010 the monopoly of U>e trade to the ^laat 

by such means, regular acoounts could bp ki^t, and U system 
ef accountability maintained, and these, from the slate dl * 
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fueilM he tue i^oaaitideirflWe attaimaeltit*. The 
has m d«f<A>t ^gnrtm out «f that 

itkuyhewerert eoBtiaand 
^ «h«nteter wd latuiBnic/, and U 
oi^b$ jtMtM bt «ontiiot(k]^ ilheat the ctaMi of |M«kendog H 
ore alar j<K)% withhi o«ur ptwrsr. 

, **7 ^ ^ 

the jd0d!s of eoveptigni]^ etiU exercieed by the 
C^iriijMinji^ «itiay.hebad hsU^hf bj> tlue Crow% to whatever 
the legislilure laay a]:^At« without hho oo&ient or 
ailrioit 0f the MmA Inclia Celiai^aay, 1 appmheod to he a 
pahM4hwt tfewwill attempt t«« 0 ittravwrt To a certain as- 
fame thV'iovenigDty’ ima already been wHhdi-awn from the 
*Co 9 q)diligr,* and if it-i» now oeceesary to hay hold of the re. 
Ihl|jip ^4 X Can Me no ground in tihicfa the proprietors oaa 
fti(ir<^)|ddtieiht> Will they aaythat their pohcy and their 
{limnVe«haVe|*ttdNoedtfaigMvmeigatyf With m'ooh greater 
g ya pa jaty v nMghfetihjwmpteMntatavce of the illustrious hlelson, 
jj^ Ipost of frlNee g^matviotmiM throw all their atchier. 

in fointof hethftmd of advantage into the shade^) 
ohdm the EispirA^ the 00001 , oraeme aodificatioa of it 
in his 1 i^t. Will they say that thdr means, as well as tlicir 
{mltpy and prowess haan oiMIrihuted to cur ag^j^rsadize- 
ment ln Ijha Eaohf Thoidosmeir la, ttiat tfasir means were 
pamcnied tmder thwhiAuettM n^ theatute, and are entirely 
cinauiuodhMt hjrthn authority of ita Idwa. 

, / * t I* • t 

>t Tnatr thAhemhKritl meeiuios, aUpl^ tlores, effects, and 

hy the' East India Com. 
jcfob ottYmiy ^hihtwat grnutds fhom ithd rights of 

^Tfii«9ig^ytf|ii9nBaihn^ iiMnMfy obiriiMaa* Thwsthey hav e 
#OQuiit«^ng>^th*tMdhwi^adril#>attahli^^ famnof the 
n0i(Mi0, «nd«|br tiksn thttpsaBsytcInim rei9ieiit,<«^al to riiM 
lieridvred-hiti^ai^ aiieF daaarifittflto «t fm^party. Tlte pro. 
t^lrinu d«w<4o prpi^y oam^io^ W held to be entoaded 
aijgund these, madithe anthority ^<th# state and natian, as 



)i\edged tpr thm Act«i«ee. '£1unk!i fioseenlftiu, 
are properly Uieir oiua^. eiid Iktj^ *pe Wid) mmmtei ttm!. 
them iu every {awM itajnAbai i^ir mtmfttoe i*»pfke ii- 
eixts. It rnirnt bowertr be remrhed, that 
like the ^posaasiiuuu of emy. ettbje«tj «re ob« 

jects of taxation, and as awenabie ta.tbe etate ih 
way of public impost as any other, and that in the circum- 
stances in whidi they stand, the IcgisIatuiS'lias a good right 
to lay its hand very heairy on (these ikllthi tery way. 
it must be faithet remarked, that « gretA part of the tai'U 
torLl posseasiotu of the Company, are burdened hft'titfe 
most direct maaher with the expeoce of sovereign^,' and of 
oonscqncaicc, must either m whole or in part, revert' to the 
state, the instnnt that the state assumes &li btpdens of 
sovereignty. Com^ieiisation in certain cases to a deittaiii 
extent will no doubt appear to be thie to the .’Oaanpanyi 
Imt the atyustment of the nature and extent of titis tMtttt- 
pensatioQ ought hot for a moroeot 4o irafoda gtsvisniKiSKtiH 
this assumption. It is aa invariable aiaaam jii oar 
that tiie ehtixns of the atatc must ^ays be preferable, hliA 
this maxim ex^ds with peculiar fuiee to the presentiostthee. 

^ 1 

Tub monopoly of the iBaot India GoH^uy^’Stands bit 
a vary dUferent footing from both the {%bts abave no- 
ticed. It arose out of the drcumstoaces of the tilnes, it Is 
to be exercised during a dohnite period, and it can continue 
no longer, and be exercised no farther, titan the limits assign- 
ed to it, It is SB this point that the aatiete sd large is 
most inint«steib . Wo am tiimeity debarred from the «xer>. 
cine of A r^^t,‘whkh evmy free nation but ourselves^ ItQW 
claim to,! ai^ ihe paa^.hi whoao &vor this right' is drawn 
up ore i^wed to loitbit over us in thebestfaalf of the globe, 
in a vay ^t we would not tolerate in any other class* of 
the (SHnmutHly,>nBt evmi in tfae'ioaeroign himself— fftaws^ 
in test, which, if but attempted on Uw part of any ^rei|pv 
nation, woutd be leotaidered as a good gnoaad of true. PAr 



tlii» mot^poljr ^ CompaBj b8V« not « ttingk ][>iea to ftd- 
dufse am cm tim groHmi*«f idgbt be listened t»‘ It 
aUemftfced t# bewildor nl lirUli statements and a- 
X«|R|pW ut «inder to sbenr' that than is somethuig like g6od 
polkjr in thi» al » genend awanlw ; but when the light of 
d»j has been passed through these, the nhole faluic has ap- 
peared to be wUhont substance. 

If ^ 

. If it not ridloiihMUi to hear the £aM India proprietors 
crosrmg ova* the taxea which the^^ pay to government, 
whiiHeiiQ truth, they are but the instruments of drawing 
these fwm the people, and when they disdiarge these uo 
farther thma their own circumstances render expedient. Do 
not the West India merchants pay much heavier imposts, 
and what is more to the pur}>o!>e, do they not but too ii e- 
ijpuently pay thea^ auf of their own pockets, without ever 
goyemment to advance its millions for their ad- 
v^ti^, or to iadetnutfy them either directly or indirertly 
a^ th^ national expcace^? Is it not equally absurd to heai 
tl^mn talk of their invehtraeuts in manufactured goods, when 
it is wdl hnown that tiiese never arc purchased but in the 
vin^ of advantage^ and only to that extent which theii 
ow^ iat^%st requires. The merchants of Britain are nei- 
thqo des^lit^ of capital, nor of the spirit of commercial cn- 
tetpi^, and it is altogether irrelevant to adduce extensive 
trppsactions in the way of trader tm an argument for re- 
strictuigit. Il)e maguitude of the East India ('ompany's 
tepafactiousv, then' sacrifices, and tlieir exertions in the way 
of^bUsinos are t^y deserving of public regard^ in so fm- as 
oontribute ^ promote the general interests of the na- 
tion f and if there be any deficiency in tlie case, a few parti- 
cular or soUtaiQr instances to tbe eontnsty are not to be list- 
en^ to. IThif matter is to he determined by tbe (^racier 
tcAdenty of their wbtd^ mage of ontorpdse, and it may 
)q^||hu^ated in several particuiars. • 



Tub primary object of all trade and indnstry is a plenti* 
ful supply of productions and eommodities, suitable to ouf 
circumstaoces. The exertions thereto made by the Kast 
India Company, in proportion to their advantages and oppor- 
tunities in the field that has been allotted to tliein^ have been 
extremely slender ; witness the high price and scarcity of 
silk, cotton, and indigo. The imperfect state in which 
these commodities have been introduced into our markets, 
joined to this scarcity and high price, have operated as a 
premium on foreign manufactures, and as an impost on our 
own. We can scarcely cast our eyes abroad, without per- 
ceiving tlie mischief that thence results to our natioiml in- 
iluenre and convenience, and the advantages that would 
result from supplies under a free system* 

A SECOND object, scarcely less important than Uie foregoing 
is, that of animating and exercising our national faculties. 
It might l>e very jmssible for us to obtain all the supplies that 
we can personally appri)priate and consume, while yet from 
the want of due excitation and sup{)ort, our condition might 
nevertheless be very uncomfortable. We have faculties and • 
talents tliat must be exerched and matured, and it is in the 
discipline induced for their exercise, that our individual im- 
provement, and our social advancement consists. We 
might all t)f us have the most profuse supplies admintstened 
to all our wants, by means of systematic arrangement, on the 
purest priiiciplea of national opconomy, and yet the great 
ends of trade and industry might not be answered. Our 
iiicultics lead ua to seek out our appropriate gratificatioUs,' 
and to pursue these in our own way, and according to our 
own views of whut is best for us, and we thank no one who 
n ill relieve us of the burden, by binding up or annibiiattog 
our propensities to exertion. The East India Company 
might institute immense establishments for manufacturing 
muslins at Glasgow, cloths at ILeeds, and calicoes at Man- 
chester, so as to absorb all the trade of these places in their 
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tiitueii ptO|fres9lr« tridn in the same course. To ell this, as 
{hr as we ere individually coneerned, we do submit without 
murmuring, because it is our duty so to do, and because we 
perceive that any idAenipt to withdraw ourselves from the 
gi^at cause, for which these sacrifices are made, would not 
only be unmanly, but impolitic. I would ask, howeyer> 
whence are the means to be procured for enabling us toper-* 
severe in oar duty, to uphold our frknds, (n frustrate our 
competitors, to combat our enemies ? Our establishments for 
industry are paralysed, our coffers are fast exhausting, and 
ever}' avenue whence effectual relief can be obtained, is shut 
Against us but one, and that one is in the hands of .the 
monopolists. I am aware of the advantages that have'dl^ 
cently risen into our hands, by the success of the HuasiaaiSf 
and of others that may be expected to follow ; but must 
keep this in our eye, that these advantages arc held on a 
most precarious footing ; precarious perhaps, not so imndt 
from the late of war, as from the wayward measures of 
foreign cabinets, when fortune gives them any peculiar as** 
eendency. If we can shew our independence of the good 
will of these cabinets, their sense of friendship takes its due 
course ; but the moment a proud nation like ours, lays open 
her distresses, lier wants, and her expectations, a new set 
of feelings arise. If our intercourse with the East were 
laid open, on a footing that would insure competent relief, 
at once to our general, our commercial, and our financial 
difficulties, we might calculate with some degree of certain-^ 
ty on the continuance of this good will, on the part of our 
neighboma, and derive from intercourse with them, advantages 
thtH are not at present so much as thought of. is it pro* 
per, is it wise, to permit ourselves to be divested of thie ad* 
vantage, or rather chain of advantages? 

Wb4t do the favoured proprietors say to all this ? They 
have recourse to the complexity of the subject. Tbfey talk* 
of their martial alohievoments and territorial aaquisitiaut 

F 



After tlie seas had beea swept of the enemies tleets, and the 
best troops and generals of Britain, placed under tlieir ban- 
Iters, had, through the merciful protection of heaven, obtain- 
ed possession of extensive domains, the^ts» it seems the results 
of our blood and treasure, are to be held as props to tlieir ab- 
ject domination. They next point to theV inflated wealth, 
their navies ci owned with pomp, (the result of high prices for 
their commodities, unfeelingly extracted from our nation by 
dint of theii monopoly,) and contrasting these with the deep 
depiession and calamity, under which our lesoiirccs are in- 
velofied, (and they do this with the very breatli, that they 
come foi ward to demand the supplies necessary loaveit their 
own destruction,) tliey then ask us where wc have means to 
support such a trade as this ♦ Nor is this all ; when the lease 
of tlieir monopoly is about to cx|>irc, and when they are about 
to submit it to our legislature, whether it shall be continued 
or not, they scruple not to exhibit their contempt of our na- 
tional religion, diameter^ and civil constitution. Surely 
they do not consider that it is, at least for this time, their 
businesuf to sooth our jealousies ; they cannot suppose our 
august legislature is to be dragooned into their measures ! 

The subject is ceitainly too seiious to be treated of in 
the way of banter ; and yet as the East India proprietors, 
(who taken in the aggregate must have feelings as just and 
os independent us any of their countrymen,) have not here- 
tofore opened their eyes to the strangeness of their situa- 
tion, it is but fair to place their pretensions in the strongest 
and fullest I'he fact is, tlicy are loth, exceedingly 

loth, to part with the insignia of sovereignty, and they see 
in their predominancy, charms that outw(‘igh their best in- 
terests. Let them, how^ever, call to mmd, the evils and mis- 
fortunes in^o which their fatuous pur suit of advantage has led 
the nation, and by these, measure their claims to supremacy. 
Wliien tlie Scotch nation had exiiausled itself in the view 
of planting a colony at Darien, that would have given to 
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Great Britaio^ the command of the Eastern and Western 
Hemispheres, it was tlie intrigues of the Company that 
blasted their design — it was that Company too that grappled 
with our now gigantic cotton manufactures, when but in the 
cradle ; and it was onl}’' prevented by tJie superior^ prowess 
of machinery, from giving them at that time their death- 
blow. Our assessed taxes were doubled to secure the inters 
ests of its monopoly of tea — and it was in&rring for its be- 
hoof this commodity on Aincrica, that that vast empire was 
lost. The truth is, wherever the Company appears as a so- 
vereign, there a callousness to all that is excellent, and a 
blind rage for advantage, is nioj>t conspicous. 

Bi t this is not all ; the Company has long intervened its 
powers and its terrors against the proj)agation of our holy 
faith, and it shields with its influence, superstitions, the 
most ghastly, and the most horrid; its policy stands the 
rampart of ignorance and debasement, and it is not asham- 
ed to owe part of its revenues and authority to a connec- 
tion with rites and ceremonies, more shameful than any 
that have existed since the power of Christianity was felt 
in tliis globe It becomes us not, however, to shake oup- 
selves loose from this guilt. It is but of yesterday, that We 
gave our veto to the trade in human flesh. We ourselves 
and our government are perhaps even here the most guilty ; 
for our influence has at all times been competent to the 
prevention of such crimes. We might have done much for 
tijc propagation of the truth that w'e have not done ; and it 
is only through the mercy and goodne^s of God, that severe 
as our restrictions h.<vo been, they have not prevented tlje 
Germiais, Danes, Americans^ and some of the best disposed 
amongst ourselves, from diffusing tlie light and power of our 
holy faith aniidsl .such darkness. 

I coNsrnKa it necessary to express my sentiments i:hus 
clearly and fully, because experience has at length pfoved 
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ihat thbugli the India Directorsbe now, in a manner, ilrip* 
pNEjd of their sovereign authority, yet they can exercise an 
ihffltrence wer the whole tram of India traimactions, that can 
impress in the fiiHest manner, the character of their system, 
on objects the highest and most important, and because it 
now evident, that the evil cannot be remedied, until the 
monopoly itself he brought to an end. The power of the 
atatb, and the influence of the nation, have in part mode- 
rated that fatuous love of gam, whidi at a former period 
Was productive of frightful crimes and calamities. Tl>e East 
India proprietors and directors form a most respectable and 
highly estimable part of our community, (some of these do 
honor not only to our name and nation, but to the age in 
Which we live, and are as illustrious in a moral and religi* 
point of character, as others oi our countrymen are in a 
Itiartia! and political,) yet even these, under the influence 
df d system, which reduces every consideration, the highest 
and the purest, as well as the most ordinary, into its value 
in pounds sterling, are made instrumental in pushing forward 
a train Of measures which tend directly to lev'cl our attain** 
tttentswith their pecuniary value. The evil, as things now 
aland, eannot but be incurable, for when the criterion of all 
that is escellent, is the impulse of the annual dividends, and 
Ike evil that is of all others the most dreaded, a defalcation 
in the imults of mercantile enterprise, where can the finer 
and the nobler sympathies and endow ments of our nature, 
those in which the protection of the helpless, and the ad« 
vancement of the ei&cellent disclose themselves ? Ilow' can 
these reach t^r olyect, or exercise themselves towards its 
altaiumenl ? 

This elate of things is more to be lamented, because in 
their own proper de|^ment, the India Company and all 
Us agents exhibit a sense of duty, and a correspondent de** 
poHmetit, that indicate# the Strongest sense of propriety* 
IhJtfwhere, I believe^ hai^ the particular objects of every de* 



partmeiit &f office been followed up with moru fidelity, carev 
and attention, than in the al&irs of the East India Ccw^ 
pany ; the Hue of cksaificetioti has ijo doubt generally run tit 
the order, which a isagai^ to pecuniary import has drawn for 
it, but a degree of fidelity^ zeal and discretion, in the ma^ 
nagement of affairs committed in trust, has resulted from 
this method, that docs the highest honour ^ the character 
of the Company. This very property, however, certainly 
contributes to disqualify them for those enlarged appre- 
hensions of things that are necessary on the part of those 
who have stupendous objects under their control. It con- 
tracts the views and diminishes the powers of the mind ; it 
ein elopes the gi'eat leading objects in mists and obscurity, 
and raises the most minute affairs out of their place. So 
long, therefore, as this great political body is beset with 
such vague impulses, in the discharge of its duty, so long 
will it, though possessed of vast resources and energies, and 
endowed with faculties and propensities that are accustomed 
to meet in the most direct manner their proper object, exhibit 
nothing but a continued train of base and sordid measures, al- 
together, unbecoming its situation. These measures, may 
be influenced by various impulses and he moderated in their 
results as well as in their appearances ; still, however, they 
will partake of the common character of the system, and 
tend rather to the confirmation of what is wrong, than to 
its amendment. 

The evil lies in the systefn, but the system itself let it be 
noticed, arises out of circumstances that are under our con- 
trol. The East India Company is an active, a higldy effi- 
cient, and most estimable branch of our civil polity, and it 
has functions to dfecharge of much higher import, than those 
resulting from its monopoly* It is possessed of extensive 
domains, invaluable ships, stores and effects ; it is possessed 
also^oC the confidential regard of the commercial part of the 
comniumty* From Ha means and resources it is entitled 
to the highest mercantile confidence ; for its property is im- 



46 


m«nse, thFf»$gh tlie value of this property will nevi^r be knowiVi 
until it is unfold^ under a proper system. The means and 
resources of this great Company require nurture and pro- 
tection, ^nd this nurture and protection^iure provided the mo- 
ment the monopoly is at an end. The spirit of enterprise and 
Industry that is to attracted to the East must bring this pro- 
vision tothe Company's resources, from whence supplies arc to 
he d^a^^n, and the stimulus to be obtained, whereby the real 
value of all its real effects is to be exhibited. This is in truth 
the Company's situation ; its interest, and its duty are linked 
together. The main object of solicitude and attention to the 
East India Company ought to bo to draw forth and uphold 
the superinduced industry and enterprise, and to hear these 
directly to those objects ; and its ultimate end, to advance 
the value, and augment the price of those investitures, where- 
by its own wealth is constituted. In short, the East India 
Company must have the improvement of its territorial reve- 
nue chiefly or rather solely in view. For the sake of 
this object, it must stilp itself of every other avocation, ami 
without at all involving itself in the transactions of trade, it 
must be its business to draw towards it the floating means 
of the country ; and this cannot be done more effectually^ 
and raoie expeditiously, than by devoting it-> best oflices, 
indiscriminately to the service of commercial adventurers, 
and w ilhout excluding itself as a bod) , by the most positive 
obligations from all concern whatever with the Imsiness of 
import or export The whole circumstances of the trade 
point directl)" to tliis, as an ^n/li^pensible step in tlie way of 
ol)taining the gjfeat and leading objects of the new arrange- 
ment For if the Company continue to dabble in affairs 
that admit of rivalry and competition, it will effectually 
blight the fair advantages of the ordinary trader. It is only 
by devolving on others all the various hazards of adventure, 
that the advancement of territorial possession, the grand ulte- 
rior design to be prosecuted, can be promoted ; it is only by 
resolving as expeditiously as prudence w ill admit of it, every 
description of these that imply detail and complicated 



management into subjects of revenue, that theinhtests, that 
must by this means become established, can be held to have 
reached their ultimate resotution. 

Besides the various objects of regard that are connected 
with its territorial possessions, and its ships and naval pro- 
visions, there arises in favor of the East -India Company, 
from the situation of all parties, a speciarfunction, which 
it alone can execute, and which it is imperiously called upon 
to assume. It demands the utmost attention of this august 
body at this very moment ; for it regards the coih» 

cernz of thin w/iole trade, and of all that is embarked in it* 
This is a vast object, and it has always created much dif- 
ficulty. It occur s to me that government miglit easily give the 
East India Company a compensation this way, that would 
forever remove these difficulties. Let the East India Direc- 
tors be vested with power to issue in India, in a regular and 
.suit ible manner, by means of jiroiuissory notes, the whole 
amount of the compensation, at w Inch their whole claims 
may be valued ; let these notes, after being tweUe months 
current in India, be resoluble into drafts at par on the Court 
ot‘ Directors at home ; and in order to enable 1 hose Directors to 
meet these drafts at maturity, let them be vested with pow- 
er to issue promissory notes to be current in this kingdom 
for a couple of years. Let our owm goveniment be held to 
be responsible for this whole range of transactions, and for 
this purpose affix a proper doequet on eacli note ; and let the 
funds thus created and circiilaied be declared by authority to 
be of e |ual value and iuipoit with those of the Bank of 
En.fland, Tiie nation has betaken itself to a paper cur- 
rency, and though the Bank of I jiglund should be obliged to 
receive and pass these notes indisciiminately wuth its own, 
the security held by the nation for this currency^ would not 
be diminished, but gieatly increased by the ariahgement. 
No ultimate evil could take place, for the amount, the ob- 
ject, the term of currency, are definitely fixed and limited. 



This <ichcinis per!uij;>s move lo«g on Us own basis, but 
If it did not, the extent of llie evil ib seen ; for government 
eonld Interpose itself at any time, end take up the implodge- 
ments. This Is a brief idea of the employment that I would 
devolve on the Company. Circumstances w'ould press them- 
selves ou its attention, to fill up the whole plan. 

Tun East India Directors would thereby pour financial 
relief into their Indian territories, and enable and dispose 
the occupant of these not only to improve their possessions, 
but to purge off, in the way of compensation, the various 
incumberances under which their posse^bions may be laid ; 
an alternative we may rest assured, that they would betake 
themselves to as soon as tlie value of free unincumbered pro- 
property and industry should, in the way of unrestricted com- 
merce and jlndustry, be fully disclosed to them. IJy this means 
too, adventurers to India would obtain a vai^ety of facilities 
in realij^ing their effects, that would be otherwise unat- 
tainable; and the general industry and improvement of the 
whole community would go on, in the most direct and clfi. 
cient course. In Britain, the support and excitation there- 
by provided for our commercial transactions, and for rear- 
ing and supporting establishments and manufactories suited 
to the India trade, would go on with every advantage, and 
lite £ast India Company, in the increased value of their of- 
reign possessions, would perceive resources whence ample re- 
tinue for all the sacrifices, and for all the solicitude, that on 
their part, are now required, would be drawn. 

It is by such means as these, and by such alone, that our 
Indian Empire is to rise to its proper place in our system. 
Thereby its invaluable resources will be developed, and the 
feculties and energies of its population extricated from the 
debasing superstition under which they are at preseu^; bent. 
Thereby, also, the eountry at large will be bound as 
with a chain of adamant, and its whole sttangth and sub* 



btauc« r^V« iUelf ea^ljr ^ miM 

iia|»a«i:snt cooii^deratljMSy ’ 

eaase they are the <rf % In* h^ 

piled. la France, p>^ff9a ptjltest Inhere ty^ise of 

treachery) that drew hut th^ cotmhry w.'ilie wenripe of the 
turbulent; it wft$ (be 0ftme in^tniiiieat ttmjt ccm^lidsted 
the Britbb settlement at revolution. Xn India, ibe 
poiver thus introduced must be doubly effiejjiltf for it will 
exercise the population undfer our influeiu^ Icn* their own 
advantage, and thus discover to them a source of bl^ing^T 
arising from subjection to our influence of the m^st estimable 
kind ; it will raise them above the influence of their feetsie 
])hantasies*^it will fit them fpr thi^ great duties, those 
high subjects of contemplation and regard that are so excU 
alive of ennobling sentiments, which are common to a)l like 

hjects of the general empire, and it will make themnofonc^ 
aithful but useful and valuable members of this gre^^ 

Himunitf, ^ 

Ov the whole therefore, it is manifest, that though as so- 
vereigns the East India propatetors have no claims on our 
legard, and as monopolists governed by a fatuous love of 
gain are deserving of the severest reprehensions, yet they 
are well entii^ to maintain a high, honourable and author* 
itative place in our system Iftieir conduct, as instriiments 
for carry iug forward any great and budable design, has 
seldom been otherwise than meritorious in this view. The 
fault is in placing them in % situatfon that does not bjecome 
them, and in expectmg from them blessings which they have 
not faculties to bestow. This fault can only be remedied 
by^ giving tiNem their proper place in om Syst^ and by 
maintaining and preserving them in this J^laoe. X#et turnext 
advert to the whole cobseqii^nces olf this ^ 




88 connected with un- 
with aS the ®ther nations of the East. 
{«0iqi^etce^ wfth the Shores of Africa and Arabia, the em> 
S&MMf 4g^ ^ ^s^n, could be Of little 
itoportanNt) wot the to^ns and assistance to be 

imicurod £rom tiMse adfanUges. ^e Hindoos in this way 
may become d&r legs and arms in carrying On tliis trade, 
atXld tkef will Itcl their importance and their advantage in 
being thus em^oyed. They will, under our shade and pro* 
iection, bring home and realise riches, of which the best 
fruits wiU again arise into our hands. They wilt highly 
prise their improvements and attainments under oUr influ* 
CMe, and become proud of opportunitim of displaying and 
^Sbtiing them ; they will thus gradually rise out of their 
prostrate condition, and bless the hand that has helped to 
upraise Cimm. They will become the means of disseminating 
ihth knowiedge hnd the advantages that they have obtained 
amongst the wide extended realms of Asia and Africa, and 
under Ihitish sway become the centre and spring of the re- 
generation of these realms. The advantages, political and 
commercial, that Great Britain will thus acquire, must be 
propcHTfinnate. Her empire on the seas will become con- 
firmed. Apart from Ute rest of the world, she will, through 
thu medium of her settlements ia Canada, tl|te Cape and 
Hindostan, maintain her influence over the whole— -not a 
blasting, crushing, overwhelming influence, but one that en- 
ters benignly into the character, and invigorates while it 
sUj^ons the energies of eVerg thing great and good in ev- 
ery nation, * 

''ShtnsB views are graiM and glorions, bat tfaeynrc neither 
lUMeemly fdr the Occssion, om- in the least illusive ; they 
have h«m pnwerfWt ^pflhtgs of actioa wkh the greatest na- 
tions and with the greatest geroee^tmt to none of Hietn, aS 
tdftM, hdm Uie nhsanislorSimiHjfdbg them heeu so extensive 
mid so apprf^iatfh ‘^^JiUSiiii'^ tmnmtiMidof tfiC ocean, 

1 ' l! •!> i»s < I 
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tre havfc diwt uccea to ©TWy Q|wa%4>|iiyr>|iitlti|| imder 
our power not only torritoiM litiiw and ttrei^ td. tib# 
poft extraordinary kiuldy. |MC mn»ceesoi{^«nd «siti 3 tiifytmmU 
and meani fbt imrHdng tlew and value and impeir- 
tance immeuaureMHy, wa can malce our acoesaaitnt, 

we render our inieraoune maot deidfeafa^e, JNot ia this «dl t 
our religious insdtutions and civil adv^tt^lts prepared 
to give full eifect to the eivUiaing processes i%fkt may hn in- 
duoed. Commercial intercourse itself is. n most pdwerAii 
stimulant and supporter of such a process, it excitmt Indus’ 
try, it admUiisters to Its wants, it ntiSeros it of its^burdeQS4 
it rewards its exertions, and U caowns it with riches and 
honour. Industry, infonned and supported hy science awA 
political power, is the precursor and the parent of improro- 
ment of mind as well as of outward estate ; it entddes and 
it obliges us all to bestir purselres in the way of daty^ to fat 
quit of foul prejudices, to keep undar our violent jWopOnsi. 
ties, and to make real progress in every valuaUe and sub< 
stantial acquirement t it p^ it into our pouter to ameliO’ 
rate the condition of others, not only without at all itspauw 
ing, but in the direct way of ameliorating our own. It 
produces in fact all that k excellent, and it places it, when 
obtained, in the place that is pMsst seemly s it prepares man 
for the services e£ religion, and when properly disciplined 
under its mild and beneficent principles, industry itself be* 
comes an act of devotion, a saerifica of time and of labour 
to the highest objects of hufjiaasoMeitude, grateful to Heav. 
en, and supremely beneficent to our fe^ow^creatures. 

Iv appeigBl to me tiiat there is something in «ar natioiu^ 
character and eondiUon that fits os fiw this wMted statinm 
I think ten, that tberqls a kind of dCstumtimadT tbktfCfaaT’ 
acter and •ccMition te ^ese very' safvieas. It was the prh> 
vilege o^BrUaUs to reemve the fisfi mtd psupet beain»'(if 
the reformed nd|glcw< end under n poanliser system oif distti* 
plme to have her instUntione fi>r these, end fbp adminkter- 
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tl^e filiactims of ci\4l government, purified and endowed 
with th^ most ameliorating functions. Britain became ob- 
no:|ious to the enemies of religipn and of liberty, on account 
of the appropriate aupport that she administexM^d to these. 
The most tremendous naval armament that ever set to sea 
was prepared for her destruction, but the hand of God, seen 
and acknowledged by all parties, saved her from even tast- 
ing of this destruction. A similar miracle, the disclosure of 
the plot, snatched her whole constituted authorities fvom a 
death still more awful. Britain saw the race of sovereigns, 
that was lukewarm or untrue to her proper cause, inglo- 
riously dethroned. The defalcation of this race began in 
abandoning their presumptuous son-in-law, the aeaious ally 
of their faith, to ruin ;,and their punishment was completed 
when the descendents oi that high-minded, ill-fated piiiice, 
were peacefully seated in their vacated tlirone. The indus- 
try and the sobriety of Britons weie for above a century 
disciplined by intercourse with their expatriated brethren 
abroad. When this empire had withdrawn its allegiance 
from tlie common sovereign, a new one sprung up in the 
JSast, more fitted to receive her good offices and to diffuse 
her high advantages. When we come dosser to our situa- 
tion, and contemplate the various interferences of providence 
at the commencement and during the continuance of the 
French revolution, the character, the importance and the 
obligancy of our great national duties, that of protecting and 
diffusing the truth, appear most conspicuous. When Ire- 
land was in a^tate of rebeiUon, when the navy had mutin- 
ied, was nor our preservation evidently the work of that 
]^and that has prescribed to us this duty? When Austria 
had sunk at Ulm, how seasonably did Nelson’s Last victory 
take place ! When the whole shores of Iberia and its im- 
mense resources had fallen under Bonaparte’s sway, and thus 
in a manner bad rendered our naval predominancy nugutory, 
how seasonably did her revulsion wrest this advantage from 
under Ids hand! When glutted ^dh conquest and good 
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fortune^ tl&is man supposed he had nothihg to dd but to find 
some appropriate employment for himSelf, tmtil we> by 
i¥orking out our strength^ had prepared cursives for 
coming his easy prey in Speuti— -how wonderfully was he in- 
fatuated to betake himself and all his means to an expedition 
that could not but end in hi!s orerihroW ! In all these events 
we mark the hand of God preserving our nation, its means 
of intercourse, its faculties of ameliorating the circumstances 
and character of our race. Wo perceive that nothing has 
been too great for us to achieve, in the way of following out 
this destination ; that no state of affairs has been too des- 
perate to make us lose sight of it ; and that no disaster that 
could max this grand object has ever been allowed to over# 
whelm us. 

l^His is a sernoe to which we do not come unprepared, 
and in advancing towards it do not presume to trespass on 
the rules of discretion. The elements of civil as vTell as of 
natural power are, to a certain eJttent, subjects of calculation 
and control. The successive means that broke the bands of 
superstition — the invention of printing, the disseminatioii of 
the properties of the magnetic needle, and other qualities of 
natural bodies, the discovmy of America^ and the passage 
round the Cape, are known and perceived by all of us to be 
direct steps in the way of blasting and destroying these dis- 
graceful bands. The concentration of all previous discover- 
ies in the arts of navigation, of warfare, and of improvethent 
in industry and in social life~and tlie advancement of the 
British to a high command over a system, in which all these 
are prepared and laid to hand as appropriate and immediate 
instruments, have qualified the Biit^ government for rmcu- 
ing the Eastern world from the deplorable delusions of Frenclt 
propbanity and oppression. At length various discoveries and 
various acquisHions hare put it in the power of Britain to push 
this advantage farther, to raise as it were a phalanx, com- 
prizing the nations at lafge drairn up in support and de- 
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fence of the cause that is her own. Nor is this all : Britain 
is imperious] j called upon to exercise this power. The time 
was^ when maintaining the balance of Euroi)e consisted in 
trimming the possessions of a few states on the Khinc, and 
on the North of Italy. By and bye, this system of balanc- 
ing embraced all Europe. Europe now bleeds under an 
usurper, and it is hard to say \7bat may be her ultimate 
fate. It will contribute to her recover)% if we can plant 
and mature the pi’inciples of improvement in the other parts 
of tlic world. To plant these we are in a manner necessi- 
tated, from our dependence on commercial excitation and 
support. Improvements in education, in the modes of dis- 
.^minating useful and important knowledge, and a high spir- 
it in the body of the nation, constitute a new set of means 
and new principles of action, springing forward and urging 
us to do our duty in this instance, and thereto offering Ihoir 
assistance. In the mean time, commercial influence, Uie 
strongest influence that can be exercised on men acting in* 
dependcntly in a progressive state of social advancement— 
financial connexions, the most pow^erful Hgument of social 
relations, and the ipost effectual restraint on every thing vi- 
olent and irregulai' in civil polity that we know of, and a high 
sense of character to give to these their full effect, together 
with a range and opportunities commensurate with our highest 
wishes and expectations— are all at present within our pow- 
er. We are in a manner not only introduced into, but push- 
ed along the highest line of njjftional duty. Shall we lake 
half measures was not by half measures that Bussia 
saved herself, ' and it is not by half measures that an object 
ev^iy way so great and glorious is to be obtained. 

Let it be supposed^ that while the exploits which now 
irradiate with so much lustre and potency the Russian name, 
Waa a doing or projecting (it is the greatest that was ever 
achieved in any age by any natk»na whether the depth pf 
contrivance, the scale on which it was executed, the quaii- 
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ties of head and of heart which it elicited, the multitude the 
grandeur and the value of the objects which it embraced, 
the end to which it tended, or the consequences that have 
followed — be considered), let it be supposed, that at this 
very crisis, some individuals or some body of individuals 
had possessed influence sufficient to paralyze the arm of 
tlic state with their fears and their doubts and their jealous- 
ies respecting the bearings of this event on their own pecu- 
liar interests, and on their special class of advantages ; what 
would have been the result ? Where w’ould have been the 
inde[>eadence of Europe ? Its high-minded citizens miglit 
have been bound hopelessly tinder the chains of its desolalor, 
and their only prospect of relief have consisted in projecting 
j renewed series of warfare and turmoil. 

% 

The case now before the British Legislature, may not 
seem to run quite parallel with that whicli is above stated, 
nor the crisis and urgency appear so alarming and so great. 
Li \ us, however, take into account our situation and our 
advantages, and the correspondence of the duties and serrices 
that are before us with these, and say, whether or not, views 
equally exalted and extensive, principles equally pure and 
magnanimous, and conduct equally heroic and determined, be 
not as imperiously demanded on our part at present, as they 
were at that time in Russia. The fate of millions as nu- 
merous, and points of that fate as important hang upon our 
decision. The glory and the advantage that may follow, are 
noways less momentous, and though our national existence 
be not so nearly affected, advantages to us the greatest, are 
as completely at stake. If through fatality of councils, our 
Indian Empire should become a real burden to us, the illu- 
sion of our greatness will soon disappear. What the envy and 
jealousy of neighbours might, in such circumstances, attempt 
to do against the sovereigns of the ocean, thus crestfallen 
and denuded, their conduct, when America deserted out 
standards, enables us too plainly conjecture. While our ro*. 



sources are entire, and our spirits unbroken, we ean bear up 
under privations and exertions that appear to be extreme. 
What would fdlow if things were reversed^ no hiitnan be- 
ing can foretell. If in Heaven we have full confidence, in 
doing our duty and esiercisiiig ourselves on our advantages, 
we will fear nothing so much as to Ihirfeit its favour, or to 
incur its displeasure. Happily, ik> sacrifices that need ap- 
pal us, nor exertions from which we must shrink, are requir- 
ed. It is chiefly with our own prejudices and misconcep- 
tions that we struggle, and in this we have advantages th^ 
ought to remove every alarm. It is the same principles on 
which our security has been founded, and the same maxims 
on which our attainments have been built up, tliat we are 
called upon to follow out and obey*— enlarged indeed, and 
’ expanded with their appropriate objects, but every way as 
correspondent to our circumstances as before. 
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PREFACE. 


The folkteing letters, with the exception 
the last, have been submitted to the Public, 
through the medium of a periodical Journal 
such a mode of communication, hotoever, being too 
limited to afford that general information, which 
is so desirable Jnr a due appreciation of the East- 
India Company's claims, the author has been 
induced to ojffer them in their present shape. He 
is fully sensible of his want (f ability to do the 
subject ample justice ; he however regrets this 
ciraimstance the less, because the Facts, which 
these Letters contain, are so strong in themselves, 
that they cannot fall to carry conviction with 
them to the mind of every impartial reader. 




LETTERS. 


LETTER 1. 

2Qth January^ 1813. 

The following remarks of a foreign 
author, M. Rubichon, ** On England** as 
to the very important services which the 
East India Company, under its present form 
of administration, has rendered to the 
nation, appear so apposite to the question 
now pending between that honorable body 
and His Majesty’s Ministers, that I cannot, 
injustice to my country, refrain from laying 
them before the public at large. 

It vrill be proper to premise, that the 
author L treating of the opposite system 
pursued with regard to the government of 
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our Kast and West Indian possessions res- 
Mctively, shewing the impolicy of the lat- 
ter, and the evils which have resulted there- 
Trom to the mother country : and, on the 
other hand, briedy depicting the benefits 
and advantages which she has derived from 
the different policy adopted with regard to 
our JSast India possessions. 

Here, in London, we could observe, 
** for these twenty years past, that, as soon 
** as England was in hostility with Italy^ 
“ and that she could not draw any more 
** from her the Silk necessary to her ina- 
uufactures, the Company caused mulber- 
** ry trees to he planted in the East Indies, 
and fur^prished annually Silk to England 
“ by thousands of bales that, as soon as 
** jl&fegland was in hostility with Spain, and 
that she could not dtaw any mbi e from her 
the Indigo necessary to her manufactures, 
** the Company caused that plant to be 
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“ cultivated in the 

nbhed annually I^bioo to Englaind 1^ 
** thousands of chests that, as. soon as 
** England was in hostility )vith Eranee» 
and that she could not draw from her 
“ the Coen necessary to her consumption, 
** as in 1801, that she was exposed to a 
famine, the. Company iiiiporied a)l her 
** ships loaded with the Kxci; of the East 
** Indies ; — that, as soon as England was in 
“ hostility with Russia, and that she could 
“ not draw any more from her the Hemp 
** necessary to her Nav), the Compaigy 
caused that plant to be cultivated in the 
** East Judies, and furnished the requisite 
“ supply, England, threatejued with the 
** hostility of the Americans^ will not be 
“ sudicdently supplied with Cotton Wooe » 
** the Company will fqrpish what is oeces* 
“ sary to her manutheturcs. Finally,' 
“ England, in hostility with herself, des- 



** beir own dominions^ her Colonies ; 

thft lOompany wiH harnish the Sugar and 
“ the Coffee necessary to Europe. There 
has been for these twenty years past, 
“ and there will be for the future, neither 
“ crimes, folly, or misfortunes in Europe, 
“ of which the Company has not been, 
“ and will not be, the redrcsser ; for one 
“ may suppose that the Company does not 
redress gratuitously; we may jiJ‘»e of 
it by the Docks which she has i ' cavated ; 
“ by the number and the greatness of the 
‘‘ buildings which she has eroded ;• by the 
cojwiderabie quantity of English goods 
which she has CAported ; by the punctual- 
“ ity wUU^ which her manufacturers, car- 
** riet’S, pstdters, ship-owneis, have been 
paid ; wc may judge of it by the means 
“ she has to bring into tlie market the 
** commodities w’hich she imports, onl^ in 
** « quanta y relative to the demand i by 



the means she has to maintatn a fair 
** pnce, and thus to secure, as a sa|)port, 
** the capital of the speculators, who kuovir 
that they will be siipportcd by her ; final- 
“ ly, wt‘ may jud#*c of it by the exactness 
and the liberality with which the divi- 
dend'* are paid to her stock-holders.” 
This In not an overcharged representa- 
tion ; on the contrary, many benefits, which 
the East India Company have rendered to 
the nation at large, are omitted in M. Ru- 
bichon’s statement ; but as these are too 
Jong to be detailed in the present address, 1 
pioposeto make them the subject of another 
letter. 


VERAX. 



LETTER II. 


Ath Febt'uaryy 1813. 

IIavikg, at the conclusion ofniy last let- 
ter, signified my intention of stating the ad- 
ditional benefits which the East-India Com- 
pany have lendered to the nation beyond 
those contained in the remarks of “ M. Ru- 
bichon,” 1 trust, the public will not be less 
ready than that enlightened foreigm i-,duly to 
appreciate the advantages which the nation 
has derived from the present form of ad- 
ministering the Government t>f India, not 
any of which advantages could have arisen, 
and conse(|uentiy the benefits derived there- 
from to "iiis country, must have been lost, 
had the open trade to India, as now con- 
tended for, at that time existed ; and should 
such an improvident measure be hereafter 
adopted, no such future advantages can be 
obtained. 
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Manifold; however, as those benefits 
are, which M. Rubichon has stated, still, 
though it is the truths it is not the whole 
truth. M. Rubichon has omitted, what, 
from his ingenuous frankness, I conclude 
he was not aware of, vl/. the accession ren- 
dered by the Company, in a time of need, 
to the Navy of England, who, at one pe- 
riod, transferred to Government no fewer 
than ten large ships, of from 1200 to 1400 
tons each, which were speedily converted 
into sixty-fours, and, under the command of 
the gallant Commodore Trollope, added to 
the numerous trophies of the British Navy; 
which great event, but for this timely aid, 
could not have happened. And here let 
me ask, could this aid have been '►granted 
had an o/)en trade then existed ? The re- 
ply to this question must be self-evident. 
And are such great, important, certain, 
and vital interests of the country at large. 
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to be sa^ificed for tlie Dtsidnanj kopis of 
the liiidividttal gain of deluded specufntot's ? 
I trust to the good sense of the thinking 
and mfotmed part of the community, and to 
the enlightened ndsdom of Parliament, that 
such egregious error will be avoided . — 1 
liaay be here permitted to say a few words 
upon the term “ Alonojwly,** as nothing 
can be more falsely and ul>surdly applied 
than this term is to the East-India Compa- 
ny— -for a monopoly not only implies an 
exclusive right to buy, but to selt also, and 
upon the monopolist’s vuun terms. Now 
those persons at all acquainted with the na- 
ture of the Company’s commercial dealings, 
know the Company do not possess the’ 
to do either the one or the other j 
that is, to buy or sell upon their own terms : 
and that they ate obliged, by law^ td 
put up' to public sale at stated periodSt the 
mtldlcs imptMTted^ »ot at ratles fixed by 
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themselves, but at rates named fey the buy- 
ers, who bid against each other. A mono- 
polist, strictly speaking, will only soil when 
he can get the price for his commodity 
which he himself has fixed, and of which^ 
from liis being the exclusive possessor, un^ 
fettered ly any legal restrictions, he will 
not dispose, till the state of the maritOt, 
from the supply being withheld, insures to 
him the inordinate profits he anticipates. 
This is mi the case with the £a$t-India 
Company, who do not possess the power, 
and therefore, even if so disposed, are re- 
strained hy iaiv ft'om hecoming trmmpolksts ; 
besides, being obliged by Act of Parlia- 
ment, always to keep a supply of Tea in 
hand of upwards of 6,000,000 of lbs, equal 
to at least three months consumption. As a 
proof of their disposition to discourage mo- 
nopoly I will relate a fact At the time 
when Captain Dance (now Sir Nathaniel ) 



was comixij^ore of a China fleet, anxiously 
expected with a large supply of tea, and 
wliich was then much wanted, the appre- 
hension of the capture of that fleet by a 
l^rench squadron, commanded by Admiral 
Lioois, had the eflect of inducing high bid- 
ding, and consequent increase of price, at 
^he periodical sales of teas at the India 
Houses but the Directors, with a magnani- 
mity worthy *o respectable a body, not wish- 
ing to take an undue advantage of the public 
distress (which in all probability would have 
ensued from tbecaptureof thefleetabovemen- 
tioned), or allowing others to do so, and in- 
stead of yielding to the tempting lure, which 
‘would have poured thousands of pounds, be- 
yond what W.-4 calculated, into the Compa- 
ny’s treasury, actually repressed this spirit of 
speculation, and with a view of moderating 
the bidding to its usual level, declared, that 
would instaptlj adrertise ,an additional 
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sale of 500,000 lbs. of Tea,- l^is had the 
desired effect of keeping down the piijc to 
its usual standard ! — What would open 
traders have done under similar circum- 
stances ? The usual practice of indimdwU 
monopolists will best answer the Question. 
Eveiy poor subject of this realm, whose 
principal beverage is Tea, would have fr-lt, 
in the additional drain on his slender 
finances, the consequences of such a state 
of things. 

As a proof this, I beg leave to select 
one of many instances of inoivibuaI:. 

MONOrOLY. 

A few years ago, some persons engaged 
in an extensive speculation in the article of 
Allum ; they not only bought up the whole 
of what they could obtain in England, but 
they possessed such influence, even over the 
continental markets, as soon to become the 
iBole proprietors of that article. Ihe cjkm^ 



16 


WtMit piioe they, to ooosequence, JemanAed 
for tuecasMSbed thde dkeovery of a «»<&> 
^MhUe, i)y \vhkii the Tolue of the real 
«itlide became so reduced, that the mono-' 
^poiists were eotiitely rtuned ! Such would ia ' 
•all pidlSahidity be the case in many articles 
cf Indian produce, were the trade tiirown 
open. Th«riB it is, from the boundless de> 
sines «if mdk’Mual specuhiars^ that the e\ils 
of oore&tnuned monopoly are to be dreaded ; 
whilst, on the contrary, the wdiolcsome res- 
traints under which the Compaoy^s trade 
aspiaeed, are a security for the regular and 
due tttipply of the public demand, at a ma* 
4erate and fair price ! But, to return to 
tbelDea $ here let me ask, what would hare 
been thd result, had that necessmy article, 
us llbore mentioned, been importing in 
part ships of 400 tons, instead of the 
and eflkdent ships of the East-Iwdia Ctthi- 
psdfSjf ? not One, in all pfmbabihtyjj wp0d 
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ever have reached any of the porhf pf th^ 
Unjited Kingdom. Admiral X^inoi^ U'ili best 
answer that ; and he, who is now a crip-* 
pled prisoner in England, would have heepi 
enjoying in his native land, the proht of a 
captnre as valuable as, hitherto, rare tp 
our enemies ; while the Company and 
the country, instead of having to con- 
gratulate each other in the prnservatipn, 
to the country, of ships and property to 
the value of more than .^1,000,00/) sterh 
ing, would have had to lament so vast a sa* 
crihce, from the adoption of a most im- 
politic, unwise, and ruinous system, in the 
room of one tried by the test of ertpeiienec 
—one that has been weighed in the ba- 
lance, and not found wanting ” — which has 
contributed largely and advantageously to 
the naval strength of the JSriiish I^mpire ; 
a cause, in itself, sufficient to entitle the 
Company (under whom it has so risen) to 


c 
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the gratitude of the country. But when 
coupled with other causes, so numerous and 
powerful as have been, and still may be 
urged, it forms together such a mass of 
conclusive evidenecy in favour of the Com- 
pany possessing their exclusive privileges of 
trade (as much to the advantage of the 
country generally, as to the benefit of the 
Company) that I cannot for a mojnent sup- 
pose Government will commit such an act 
"oi suicide as to destroy that, which has pro- 
duced such beneficial results to the empire; 
and of w’hich it must ever after be deprived, 
if the ruinous measure of an open trade to 
and froii} India be adopted. 


VERAX. 



LETTER UI. 


18^A February y 1813. 

A WELL informed and judicious writer 
on India Affairs has truly said, that “ the 
consequence of general indifference upon 
** the subject, has been general ignorance.” 
The existence of this lamentable fact is 
perhaps to be traced to the want of general 
information, as to the aflkirs of the East- 
India Company ; and upon no part of those 
affairs docs information appear to be more 
\^anted, than upon the subject of the 
Company’s Debt. 

1 propose therefore to consider the causes 
from whence such Debt has ai isen, and the 
reasons why the means intended for its li- 
quidation, have not hitherto attained the 
end proposed. 
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The cause of the pressure upon the 
Company’s home treasury arises from the 
transfer of a great portion of the Indian 
Debt to Europe, which Debt was incurred 
for polUiialy and not for commercial pur- 
poses, and which it was not within the 
power of the Company to Control. The 
public are perhaps not aware that, by the 
Act of the Legislature passed in 1703, all 

S' 

orders of the Directors to the Company’s 
OoTcrnments in India undergo the revi-* 
sk»n and approbation of the Board of Com-'' 
missioners for the Adairs India, before they 
can be transmitted to those Governments. 
Tins Board is composed principally of the 
, highest Ivffembers of the Administration for 
the time being, and is appointed by the 
Crown ; the Company cannot therefore be 
answerable for the consequences residting 
from the orders of this controltng Board *, 
so that, in equity, the Debt which has been 
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contracted in India, is not chargeable to 
the Company. 

In order to meet the demands apon the 
Company’s treasury here, arising fTbm the 
transfer of the Indian debt to this cotintty, 
supplies of bullion were provided by the 
Company’s government abroad for trans- 
mission to England, they have been how- 
evrt j)rcventcd in many instances from car- 
rying these intern ions into effect, on ac- 
count of the sums whicli had been so pro- 
vided having bi en applied to His Majesty’s 
eervico in tluit (juaiter. 

I ha\e an instance of this now before 
me, in a ieticr which I received from a 
friend of mine in Bengal, by His Majesty’s 
ship Modeste, lately arrived in England, 
m'ho asserts it as a matter of public noto- 
riely ill India, that last season, when a very 
consiilerable supply of bullion was actually 
packed ' up fenr transmission to England, it 
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was suddenly ordered to the Mauritius fd 
supply the urgent want of the King’s Go- 
vernment at that island. Hence the dis- 
appointment the Company then experienced, 
and which compelled them last year to ap- 
ply to Parliament for a larger sum than 
Otherwise they would have required. It is 
fil, also, that the public should know, that 
the pecuniary assistance occasionally 
ed by Parliament to the Company, and ge- 
nerally considered as Ioan«, arc, in fact, 
advances only on account of monies abso- 
lutely dne by the public to the Company ; 
and I have good rcas-on to believe, that if a 
balance of acconnt were now struck be- 
tween the Fttblic and the Company, it 
would be found very highly in favour of 
the latter.* Thus the Company stand, in 

This brlicf is fuby confirmed by the Coropany*# 
Petition to Parliament, made public since the above 

IptU'r 
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reality, in a very different point of view to 
that in which their opponents (most of them 
ignorantly, I imagine) would wish to place 
them ; and that, instead of reproach, at 
having incurred so large a debt, they are, 
on account of the supplies so seasonably 
afforded to the Public, and at so great a 
sacrifice of their own interest, entitled to 
its gratitude and support. . 

VERAX. 

letter was first written ; by which it a})pears, that th» 
Public are indebted to the C’ompany a balance on ac- 
«;oiint of upwards of sC2y^OOfiOO ! 



LETTER IV. 


22(/ February, 1813. 

The ostensible ground for refusing 
the claim of the Company to a contlnUf 
ation of the exclusive privileges, which 
they have so long possessed, is, that the 
pmitry at large should participate in the 
Indian trade ; how far the real fact agrees 
with this assertion, it is highly important to 
enquire. 

It ‘appears, that instead of this great 
saermee of the Company being made to the 
nation at large, a very few of the outports, 
.only, are to enjoy this privilege ; and for 
these, and these only, are such great im* 
portant national interests to be hazarded ! 
How far His Majesty’s Ministers will be 
able to reconcile the unsuccessful petitioners 
to t)^ downfall of their b^pes, and disap- 
pointment of their expectations, I know 



not ; — It is Indeed ‘‘ robbing Peter/* not, 
however, to pay Paul,** but to cheat him ! 
For if the Company's just claims are thus 
to be denied, whilst only three or four out- 
ports are to have, what are termed, the ad- 
vantages of an open trade ; how the public 
at lar^e arc to be benefited I am at a loss to 
conjecture. But leaving this extraordinary 
paradox, whose solution is (to me) past 
finding out, and supposing, for an instant, 
that the intended measure is actually to be 
carried into etfect, I beg to ask, will the 
Ministers make it a sine qua noUy that the 
exports of the favoured outport adventures 
shall, in a certain proportion, consist of 
Jii'Hxsh fVoollm, Manufactures and of 'l 'in ? 
which articles the Company now export, 
annually, to a great amount, and at a loss 1 
and which is consequently a drawback, to 
the extent of such loss, upon the profitable 
articles of the Company’s export ; — but the 
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Company are content thus to lessen the 
.aggregate of their profits, in order that 
these important branches of our manufac- 
ture and produce may be benefitted ! But 
will these patriotic merchants, of them- 
'^dveSj submit to carry on such a losing 
trade ? That is not likely. Unless, then, 
conditions be imposed, to compel them so 
to do, what will become of the interests of 
these two great branches of our staple ma- 
nufactures ? for upon no pretence of justice 
could the Company be compelled to export 
these articles, if the outport adventurers 
were cxemjjt fiom such obligation. The 
cloathing oounties, which now derive a 
great pait.^&f their support from the Com- 
|>any^6 exports, would become sufferers to a 
mllist serious extent, were the vend for their 
lUianufactures thus to be stopped ! 

With regard to the article of Tin, the 
benefit which the county of Cornwall hait 
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derived from the Company’s export of that 
article, may he gathered from the printed 
Papers, No. 2 , published at the £ast- 
India House. A short extract from the 
letter of the Chairman and Deputy Chair- 
man to Lord Melville, under date the 2lst^ 
March 1812, page 91, may here suffice, 
although the whole letter is most worthy 
the attentive perusal of every person de- 
sirous of information on this important 
subject. 

The extract is as follows. 

an 

That in consequence of the arrange-* 
** ment with the Company in 1789, where- 
“ by the surplus quantity of Cornish Tin 
has been taken out of the London market, 
the price of that Tin has risen to ^100, 
« ^120, ^glSlO and even per ton, 

** whereby the miners have been enabled to 
** work their deepest mines, and to meet the 
pressure of the times, in as much, that 
n 2 



the>aigtncy of the Companyi in this par* 
ticular, has been termed the political 
** salvation of the county/' 

It may be well to apprize the publio— » 
that in the immediate neighbourhood of the 
Company’s own possessions in India, Tin 
cap be obtained in abundance, and at rates 
far below that which the Cornish miners 
can afford to supply it — but witli all these 
advantages, so closely within their reach, 
have the Company foregone their own 
profit^ in order to benefit the inhabitants 
pi their native soil i and it is worthy of tha 
most serious consideration, whether they 
sh^U be enabled to continue their powerful 
support tos, jjdie numerous bodies employed 
in this branch of their exports, or whe- 
tljer they shall be compelled to revert to 
other sources, from which all the great be* 
uefit, now confined to this nation, udllbe 
jpp|t decidedly lost ^ 9 .it 5, , , , v u '* 



ft is for His Majest/s MItiisters to 
weigh well the force of these facts. 

The conduct of their illustrious prede* 
fcessor Mr. Pitt (in whose steps they profess 
to tread), was in general regulated by the 
** evidence of facts.” I trust that, on the 
present important occasion, they will ad- 
here to hi/t wise and politic system ; in so 
doing, they will adopt the principles of 
that great statesman, which were decidedly 
In favor of the Indian trade remaining 
exclusively with the Company, as will ap- 
pear evident from his speech delivered in 
the House of Commons on the 1 1th March 
17^3; and I cannot more appropriately 
conclude this address than in Mr. Pitt*s 
own words, quoted from that speech ; vis. 
** I have no hesitation in saying, that 
when all the circumstances are fully 
hefbre the House, I am confident that 
a renewal of the Company*^ Charter 
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V .will appear to be much for the interest 
“ of the Country !’* 

VERAX. 


THE EVD. 


HmtmlhyT. MOfreTI, Wych Street, ■iian#^ 
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PUBLISUrO B\ 3 . M. nlCllAUDSONt 
il3, tOHNUIl i.. 


ISiJ. 

Price Tiko ShilUns.'^- 



A l^rTTER, &c. 


Mv Lons, 

AFTER peruMng the proceedings 
■which have tahen place at the East India 
House, respect ig the Renewal of the Com- 
pany’s exclusi^ . Privileges, it is utterly im- 
possible for ay individual, who feek at all 
interested in the welfare of his Country, and 
the preservation of its Constitution, not to 
experience sentiments of equal regret and 
surprize at the communication made to the 
Court of Directors, in your Lordship's Letter 
of 4.th January, 1S13, viz. that it was the in- 
tention of His Majesty’s Ministers to transfer 
the Indian Trade, both Import and Export, 
•^o the Otrt-ports. In referring to the gracious 
speech of Ilis. koy#l Highn^ the Prince 

A 2 
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B^gent at the opening of Parliament, it ap- 
pears that his Royal Highness called upon 
the Legislature to make such an arrangement 
** as m<iy best provwte tJif prosperity of the 
British possessions in India^ and at the 
^ same time secure the greatest advantages to 
the Commerce andRevenue of His JMqicsty’s 
Hotfiinions.” If yourLordship be of opinion 
that by recommending Parlianient to open 
the Trade to the Qut-ports, you will fulfil 
the duties attached to the high station which 
your Lordship fills as President of the Board 
of Commissioners for the Affairs of India, in 
a manner which will secure the greatest ad- 
vantages to the Commerce and Revenue of 
His Majesty’s Pominions, I must deeply la- 
ment such a determination ; and as there is 
still a short period feft previous to its being 
finally '<if?scusscd in Parliament, Ida myself 
the honor of addressing this Letter to your 
Lordship, in which I shall endeavour to she%v 
the impolicy of opening the Trade, even to 
the Port ol^L'ondon : after which I shall bring 
to your Lordship’s notice the fatal conse- 
quences which will result to the individuals 

1 W* 



in^rrest&(i in the continuiincSe of the £ast 
India Trade to the Port of London, $hould 
the same be transferred to the Out-ports : 
and I shall conclude by recalling to your 
Lordship*s recollection the opinions enter- 
tained dn the tndian subject by those en- 
lightened statesmen now no more,* whose 
opinions while they lived, your Lordship and 
your noble coadjutors in office were always 
disposed to receive with deference. 

The importance of the subject is admitted 
by all to be great, and as it must be evi- 
dent whence that importance has arisen, it 
behoves those in whose hands the task of 
ensuring the greatest benefit to this coun- 
try from our Indian possessions is placed^ 
to guard against turning the stream from its 
present channel, through which such great 
advantages, in every point of view, have 
been realized to this kingdom ; and permit- 
ting sq fruitful a source to expend itself in 
rivulets a$ insignificant, as the grounds for 
expecting that great benefits will be derived 

^ Tht Right Horn 'Wsl Pitt. The Late iMd Mdvlllt* 



fV6ih stith a changCj will piwe unronndctj 

* f 

«iid fallacious. ’ 

. * 

The first object in our Indian Trade which 
prfisents itself, to use the words of the late 
ioi^d Melville, U "tb fWmik'h the medris' of 
exp^ing British Manufacture tu'tke ftiSekt 
extent, io bring raxa meUerieds from India, 
to openfutt scope to the remittance offbrtunee 
from India, utno riHjiLLY to t^vsw ott 
TO Tirs Rirsu Tsraiuis rxrx CLutir- 
HESTisx Tn3DX!.** This it.caimot be de- 
nied is or ooght to be the principal object 
in any which may be devised for onr 

Badian Trode. Let me then side your Lord- 
ship’if the means jof exporting British ma- 
nufaeCures4o the ibllest extent has not been* 
most amply atuined,wluii they can be pur- 
chased in^htdia at prime cost, and when ships 
mimiing to' India amnor cargoes, be- 
cause np one iriil aend out good^ fbr the sale 
of wfiich’a'niarket cannetdie found. 

* * V V « T M ) ' ? ' ‘ 

i “ 

1 ’I will adt'yotar Xotdsihlp whether k is oof 
sufficient that the raW materials We 
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been imported from, ^ndia in ^fae fullest ex- 
tent, When the warehouses of this country, 
are groaning under unsaleable produce ? 

I will ask your Lordship whetlter it is not 
a suQlcient proo^ ^’At Indian coinmetce hasi 
been extended greatly beyond the boun^ 
of policy, when individuals waive the mode 
of remitting borne their fortunes through^ 
commerQS, and avail themselves of drawing 
on the Company's Home Treasury to a most 
enormous extent ? 

It is Only tbjen on the principle, that 
greater advantages would be derived to the 
country in the way of revenue, and a greater 
number of individuals benefited, that a 
change in thecommetoial system of India, as 
at present carried on, caniwith any justice be 
urged. It will therefore be well to consider 
in the first instance,.. Whether ^those two ad« 
vantages are Ukefy tft4>e feaUiaed<.by«open- 
ing the Trade, and whether it is worth while 
to hazard en oxpfrimenj; in the tnlal of 
which, the hauks ibat the 4mde 



present fmilfUl cttanne^l} will b<^ 
imeiv^aUity bro]».ien dqwa ani^lwtroycdl. 

, iWith ‘res|N^| to'th^, iucro^^e 14 th«5 
ventie.«-*-No ope iw^Uljdeny that, the greater 
tjhe><(l^ttin|tity .of gpods ipijportedj the greater 
thifit'doty a'ill be; but aa the <duty is not 
jpiayable till the goods are sold* it will follow 
0 ;^ course thM tiU the period of sale arrive, 
the Revenue will not be beneiited« 

ft 

With respert to the Exports, it is true 
the case is different, because the greater the 
export, the greater. IS the immediate bene- 
fft to the Home Treasuryi as” all goods pay 
duty^fcefore’ they arc* shipped for foreign 
parts, f * . . ’ * 

* ’ ' . ’ » ' f 1 

wiR be denl^ timt the exports to 
Ought fo^be^n^uhitcid b^r lUbe, price 
Etirop^ax goods 'isdl Jhr in IndUt. < 
Oi«er)BNtl^'04h£iirope^ .'Si|icporls*will (fanip * 
d^^^ijc^iatioh iif the trxlues c oUa e^ysa n Sy ibe 

tsi^ ffha^scareity. of 
gpods in* the Indian marhfit brings the price 
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tb the standard at which it will yield a profit 
to the naerchtmt. The same reasoning ap« 
plies to the Import Trade, for if the Exports 
either jileld little profit orarehtfeiided with 
loss, then the ptj^^ate tradermiist send bul- 
lion or find credit in Indfia to purchase goods 
for the European market. In the present state 
of the country an exportation of bullioa 
cannot be made, and if the goods are to be . 
bought on credit, the promise of payment 
can only be made on the assumption that 
the goods will find a sale. 

f, ^e produce of India now in thk o|ttntrjr 
in Ct> '^ny*s goods, and goods of the Pri- 
vate Trai.w, amounts in value to no lent a 
sum than Ten Millions sterling; and it is, 
admitted that British Manufactures may be 
purchased in tialcutta for less than the ori- 
ginal prime cost in England: the natural 
deduction then' 14 that there i» already more 
Indian produce in this coipitry than we can 
get rid and that xnu: 'Snports ^ 
greatly exceed die degmnd f^p 
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What thfen c^fli be exp^ct^ from an open 
Tradi^ ? WI»t benefit can be d(jfrived ? The- 
Impibtts and* 'may pVobably be 

greater, but bf whftt eartbty beAefif if not 
saleable ?«— It must 3>c* evident even to the 
meanest capacity, that it will be the source 
of greeter embarrassment, than a^siance, 
to the revenue, the capitals hazarded 
in such a trade can never be expected to 
return' common interest^ and the sinking 
the s^id capitals in such purchases will be 
a positive ei^il to Great Britain, by locking 
up fustda^ which might otherwise be em» 
more beneficial purges. 

Ib appeals clearly by the statement made 
by a Director in his place,, at the discussion 
at the India House,<on the Sfith ultimo, 
titalvthe^ '-jAoIc of the Tra^'or rclurh of* 
India to all the Buropdan 1$tates through or 
to through foreigners, and through 

(^eat; Britain, Wilt bu to make a' 

remittance to'England, to the pro*' 

aont'S^ato of afiairs with that country. 

i 





n 


By the printed paper^ 
pears that t^iTi^el on^an aveisage of $iic 
years, vraa^ft fo^lo^rs ; it i$ ]^Qr|>a};>ly nctaaflyi 
the same, aunonnt'VtpnesgnUriss. tni *u 

Imports from India by iW fiasti , «^aq« * 
fedia CSompaAy . . .' /.<■ .i 
Ditto by Commanders and-Odif 1 i 
cere of the Company’s Ships . J ^ 
Ditto by British Private I'fadere ^ 946‘,956 
Ditto by Americaits , . , . ‘ 800,847' 

Ditto by Foreign Europeans Wj>SQ9 


’ ' '3i,$^S,44d 

t I 

European Disbonement tor the "I >< < 

Territory^ .which must be ^ >• $50«Q00 

turned 1 

Interest of tiu: Debt, which is at^ 

the option of the helpers to hliJ|kH),O0O 
have Bills for , . . . .J^ - , 

Cloathlng for the Armies abroad 300,000 

Exports by fhe^Company S8O,60O 

By the Captains end Officers « « 409,088^ 

By the Private Trader * » • . -SQp,07S? ^ 


‘f ij“ •' * * ''"li'w * 

Bum that may bep^ossibly remit- 
ted through fhina. ... 


} 


sdolbob*' 




«8,fSO,0«8i 



If tliis'sldtement be correct, even suiJ^pos- 
ing tbut goods or bulHon be sent out in 
addition to India, how- are ^be returns from 
India to be ii!tade> since here xs the whole of 
ilie Trade1h*oih India to Europe and America 
nb^orbed fof'.th&vetli^rn that must at present 
be 

t 

Your Xordship appears convinced of the 
itece^ty of €he China Trade remaining a 
xft&nopoly ; and as India has contributed Vt 
times In a degree to the China investment, 
and as the company has made successful 
effoVth to ■wldeti'the ‘clrcie of thmr commerce 
front' India fo China, so as to diminish the 
^nantky of bullion required In the China 
tnai^et it canifbt surely be considered ex- 
Itedleht io wcdSlen the credif* of tfie Com- 
by y^lHdlaiWing'frbm ^them the Indian 
padf bf Wr ‘Wclfisive {irivileges. 'W’iU it 
the su^ptxsitfoh (though un- 
lii^hti*f^de beeb 
^ n^dh 1111^*^11*016 k’ t^ng “tb the Com- 

liatiy, Wbdxardbtis to' talUiiMt * f^id thelh^ 
when the eotinexioir of the India and China 
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Trade has r^nAered the whole a jfwohUbte 
ppneern. 


r * 

Sanguine hopes^ are indulged many 
persons that g^reat emoluments would arwe 
from an open trade to India ; thesis indi- 
viduals do not advert to the situation of 
the Company, provided they were d^poa- 
sessed of their exclusive rights., If their 
Charter should bp taken away, the Com- 
pany would be a body corporate in per- 
petuity^ and entitled to Jfade itpoti ,ilS 
Joint Stock. The most important, seats cf 
Trade jn India» viz.Calcutt^, Fort StGeoige^ 
Bombay, and also the island^ of^ St. Heienay 
belong undoubtedly to the Company; these 
possessions arc their property, and ^not 
be taken from them,! In add-on to these 
the whole Factories^and ^otB)*tper!Pial Estab- 
lishments, both in Indm and the Eastei^a 
seas, unquestionably, belong tP them; these 
p^essiens^^l^eite eoeveyed tn t^hem by the 
Xondon Cotqpapy, unde# parliamentary faijhf 
t^nd a Royal Cl^|pr tljey ijsere pem^ed 
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t6 foi^liciiti{>it8 1<$ fteJr facto- 

they Wert’ w be’ sdlewed t6 carry 
dnVti^de «ii the'ir Jolht Stcdl,* “though the 
iexc!usiire*|>rivi!ege(i'^dtottld ecitee. Under 
clitchueutinces ft may be asked uliether 
bidiVl^UBblt'ign'urjint in ^e^y ptiint‘ of view 
«lf 'lisidtiif ciinnMenee;* WH) hiit^aM a Trade 
id'lieifflltpfetitlttn with the^lBasl India Cnm- 
’|niny. * T«^ ^se tW arguments “of the late 
Ihtfd Mebrillc, '** It Is wSy fur the speculator 
hd ineitiy ^tisidbm the extent^ of 
domiitlbds in India/'‘and that they arc 
^•inliaWted by filly wiffiobs of our subjects, 

ifind Unbounded sale 
^ tor hfs*^goo'lAl buUbd dtteS not reflect that 
** the climate is against the vnbt of mhst of 
«< our ihanufsctBries ; he does not reflect 


thaf tNf ne%ipwa of weny of 

•«*Att’«is|ii|?4|»e‘n^iyes Ifliibid their rising 


M — 



i Earth ettw^pe.* hut lie does^ft^t reflect on 
)ttfe bulX of, the comwof^ty : he. has not 
I estimated the amount of the Sjpedight of it, 
f or if he has, jhaP does not ]s$Qvr that the 
religious , prejudices of ntany of the Casts 
forbids ^eir using iwhat ha« been fabrjca- 
“ ted by the im|>ure handssof infidel atrangers. 
It is easy for the. speculator to intagine 

*' that if he4xu*ld find fo*" bis Cottons 

* ♦ 

in Jndia,.his ri<^es would keep pmse si^itli 

‘'his desire^: 4oes,the hope, to rival hw 

m^ter ip ap art in which be is only na 

*' imitator, »or can jte expipc^, e 9 WJp*<ring the 

” high p*^.ce pf jiabor, in ilurope sfrith the 

low price of it in India, that he can undee** 

sell him there?” , , 

’ ' . . 

9 

' * It Utky eqit 1)e tHUld^ng firfiiil fte 'ihibjott to 
reamrjt, 

Uc a from t|i^]i^attr«j^^ <^Sfatro|^shirc^ complaia^ 
/ of the Vaat of vent for tli^r China, that the ] 4 > 

fo>"a j^artiat 

4'rM^tAt|i*jC^tjaeu%v'hM of f9 im<- 

p<Nrtafion of Coadneptyi China Im such 

qna&titics iliat ^^'ckdipaod has beSnt^ tlte ekale of 
l^epinl; a«r |hInttifK(rttfrei difitaly aai^the iasrlint. ' 
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I han'e seen no arguments advanced, -nor 
ean I ipoiHreive any regulations, should 'the 
Ti-ade be transferred *o the Out*p«q:ts, which 
will secure our possesions in India from 
being oveiwrititt" by desperate speculators 
from all parts of the British dominions, in- 
deed from' every part of Eurdpc ; who 
would purchase goods ^of any quality, ruin 
of course the quality of Indian manufac- 
tures, and by sending the produce of them 
indiscriminately to all the European markets, 
soon put a period to the Trade ; for it is out 
of the power of yOur Lordship, in the event 
of an open trade from the Out-ports, to 
frame regulations, which would oblige every 
apecnfeitor to bring to Great Britain bis car- 
go, when} he knows that by proceeding direct 
to other parts of Europe, his gain will be 
afteri nutting any imposition 
-which may be inflicted upon him foe such 
deviation on lus return to this country 
(should he ever return), unless your Lord- 
ship has been fortunate enough to discover 
a principle which ia'^porior in the mind of 
a speculator to that of ' f/zter#«t. It is 



a severe tr^th> that imli^duais are to be 
found iu every nation rea4y to aid in scheniips 
of enterjgtriac, in direct opposition to 
country to which they belong ; ao fitrong is 
the love of gain, and so 0ir will the sfpirit of 
speculation induce jaeople to cnwy th^ihf 
adventurits; and it is the unsuccessfnl te- 
suit of such adventures that induce them to 
be guilty of acti^ at the bare thought of 
which, they would ha^e shi^ddered in the 
hr$t instances. 

r 

It is said that the speculations will be 
circumscribed by the means whieii the 
dividuals concerned therein possess. Xo 
prove that this will not be the case, it is 
only necessary for me to refer yo»r Lordr 
ship to the grant idade by Padjament the 
4th of April, 1811, (hi GfeO. 3, oapr Id) 
of six ntiiiions, to assist the credit of indbl4* 
duals who had speculated to such an enor^ 
inous« ement In the South Amerkan traide» 
the result of Which U was to be hoped. 
have In sotne degree allayed that spirit <{ ^ut 
unfortunately it appeaia^ to hare been.oil|ly 

B 
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saftotbered for a time, to burst out with 
greater futTf, Would it be credited by those 
Vfho lived twenty years ago, lliat an indivi- 
dual should have had the efiitintery to trade 
to the extent of half a^tnillion, upon a capital 
o" twenty thousand pounds ? My Lord^ 
this spii^t of' apecnlaiioiii, by carrying the 
exports to such an extent^ may be of a tem- 
porary assistance ' to Ki& Majesty's Treasury, 
but to any man accitstomed to look a little 
into ^ntirrity, | it must appear to be a sys- 
tem pregnant with the most ruinous conse- 
quences to the individual trader, as well as 
to the country at larget > 

These extei|tiave speculations, in which 
iadivtdtials have been encouraged to embark, 
uoder. false prospects of gain, have created 
a degrci^^ofi lu^nvy Wlitch it is impossible to 
oOntemplafe without the moat aerious ap- 
prehnni^vn t < under 4he (Imaginary , wealth 
is ca}(di!«te4 u|mn as realized, the 
estabjfishn^enta of &en are eahtemed, the 
shop te^given up the warehouse, ,the ap- 
pellation of shopkeeper id dmplsed, and that 
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of merchant is assumed; carriages and ei^ui- 
page^ follower till at last it as discovered that 
the speculaciom titrQs out chntraiy to the 
cherished expect^tioas ; instead of large fw- 
tunes being realized, great losses are sustain- 
cdL and the goods which have been sent out 
on speculation, and paid for by b^ form- 
ing a fictitious capitalj^are sold {If sold at all) 
for half the prime coat, the inevitable con» 
seq|uence of which is, that a stfcpession oi 
bankruptcies takes place ^ Vtot only the 
manufacturer and speculator suffer, but 
the actual revemie of the^votiatiy is lessen- 
ed, for had the individual gone on in the 
regular course of business^ he would hate 
been looked upon as a regular contributor 
towards defray^ing the vexpences of the na- 
tion. Such proceedings must give rise to 
fallacious opinions aS to thn' actual ^reve- 
nue of the countrjt, long as the 

spirit of speculatioii lit encoun^ed, so 
k>hg nil} revenue of thil ebnntiyij^ppa* 
but sijtdl agy^m can tmly 
be compared -rapid da|lin4S»nvMch. we 

wfll pot 
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end fatally, and tvc are deceived by the 
appi^afsiBoesij whicti grow more favorable (lie 
nearer the ^Sbrer apjproaches to the last 
moment of his existence. 

If may be said/ my Iford, that I have over- 
drawn the picture of distress attendant* oa 
the spirit of Specufatibn which at present 
pervadns this country ; but on a reference 
to vthe weekly ’Gasettes^ they will be found 
to bear ampielestnxtony the truth of the 
coloring. 

i 

If is said that the Trade, as now canried 
on, is to (be total exclusion of the British 
merchant ; surely it must haVe escaped re- 
collection that, by the Act ©f 17^3, the 
Company i^ required T:to Set «part three 
thDusSHod tofla smaUaUyji for the use of private 
personSbt whioh^ ha^e ndVer been occupied 
lo even Italf the irittfeut ; and'rt appears from, 
indS^table ttUi^ofity, that thci quantity of 
tontiige engagisi'by the East India Company, 
fbe* the Privato Ttaders of King- 

dom (e^lusiyely that aJJibwed to be ex- 



ported in the Privilege of their own captains 
and officers )> aim>iitite<i> during the last rijc 
years, to Sixty-three' Thomand Tons, and 
that during that period^ only Sixteen Thou- 
sand Toite of every species of manufacture 
(including beer, and four thousand tons 
of wine) have been actu^yfy engaged and 
shipped to India t and at thisircry moment, 
my Lord, when a want of tonnage is so 
loudly complained of tOvexp^1»rt British ma- 
iiiiiactitre. Country .Ships are* under the ne- 
cessity of returning to India without cargoes, 
no individual being inclined to ship goods 
for which he knows too well there is not any 
sale in the Indiaa aiaehets. 

The leading ar^mnnts made use of by 
the Sup|>orter of aft Open Trade, are founded 
upon tht doctrine held by Br. Adam Smith, 
whose opinions oft the subject of Meuopolf, 
will always, theotetieaUy'''«|ica!dlif, carry 
great ‘ weight, !>ut when ^edtMped to pmetice 
will lose pf their t:oti#»cing powens- 
Monopolies are only* bad when ihejl en- 
gross a Tratde iO' the prejudice of the com- 
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jMunity at lafge, and oblige them to become 
purchasers s>f indisp^hsable commodities at 
an exorbitant rate, whereas Monopoly, 
if it can be so called, (^taoAsideripg the ge* 
neral acceptation of fh%' v^ord) enjoyed by 
the Eafet India Companyi enables the inha- 
bitants of tKii» ]i;!ngdom*^Uo obt^n every 
article of Indian produce' at the very lowest 
possible rate, and of the best quality, A 
noble author ^^vriting on the subject of Po- 
litical Oeconomy, observes, that Commei'ce 
pushed to the extent to which the spirit of 
speculation would * induce individuals to 
carry it, would involve not only themselves 
but their Gounfry in Inevitable ruin; it may 
dhereford be uVg^' vftth great reason, that 
the Iddian Trade being jwwerved'to the East 
fndia Com^hutiy, Btojt puly cause# a regular 
ahd hmisS sup’pjl^ *of Indian produce, but 
is the cattse prevebting numerous in- 
diyidi^^l' i^baJfing in a trade, which 
ctmWt^^rhdufee to fhtf nal^On ii^ferge, much 
lesl/to tb«f^>^sonh have the 

lndi&' atod" Clhinn|tVt^ those 

ladva^tagesr which ^5#te'4(^^i:tte4floiisly hbld 
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Forth, bwt so delusively conceived. It is no 
easy matter to convince any set of men of 
their error, leho fancy their interests and 
fortunes arc concerned in prosecuting a 
measure, tio tnatter how absurd, when calmly 
contemplated ; it therefore becomes an im- 
perati\c duty on those who have the power 
in their own hands, pot to get rid of it be- 
fore they are convinced it will not be used 

in a manner detrimental to tbl; state. 

\ 

At the meetings of our Manufactaring 
Towns, it has been Resolved, that the exclu- 
sive privileges pf the East India Company are 
a monopoly, and that At i^ for the interest of 
the manufacturers that the monopoly should 
be donp a'srtiy. ^^QXd& of the late Lord 

Melvilh?, I wapid to Projectors 

of such fiesolutloiKi, twtwther ’they have 
amined what thje -Company has been, or 
What it now l|«| ’To ,whPtip c(^ they owe 
the Riches which l|>ey .have aetiltiiped 
the Colton Maniifattiiptes? T^'the Eastted^ 
Company;! ’To wh4|h owh the 

Riches which .they have aeqtijgred. fropi the 
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cultivation of Indigo ? To the East India Com- 
pany ! To whom has Great Britain been in- 
debted for the great increase of its Shipping ^ 
To the East India Company ! If from other 
sources our industry and navigation ha\ ebccn 
ettcreasedj the original obligation is not on 
that account the less, and ought not to be 
forgotten : some small gratitude is surely 
due for all these benefits. 

It is generally admitted that for the first 
three or four >ears, the Indian Trade may 
be earned or at a loss, but it will ultimately 
prove beneficial. I may be permitted to 
ask, whether the Revcmie of this Country 
is in so flourishing a state that Ministers can 
afford to risque a certain ificome of between 
four sind five Millions in4:hattime; and what 
is proposen'fo be done with the prbduce of 
India which shalfbe brought to this country, 
the wakehonses of which are overstocked to 
the SmountfW fen Millioadsf and, f ice versa, 
v^itb^^ttspeet to the tfejKport'cf BrJti^ manu- 
factures to Indie^ tvhidi jnay be bought there 
for prime cost ? ' 



25 


The result of an Open Tra^e jvill Tje the 
aiTumulation of difficulty and misfortune. 

» 

I now come to the proposition for a 
transfer of the Trade to the Our-ports. The 
arguments already urged against opening 
the Trade even to the port of Lopdoni will 
apply with a redoubled force to this pro- 
position ; I shall therefore proceed, as I 
proposed, to point out to your^ordship the 
ruin which will rpsuk to tht| ind .iduals 
interested in a continuance of the East India 
Trade to the Port of London,, should it be 
removed to the Out-ports. , 

My Lord, this is a part of the subject 
which calls for more consideration than has 
hitherto been given^, to it, as it not only in- 
volves the livelihood oC a r^umerous body of 
the poorer classes of the community, but it 
goes to nothing ^ort of utt^r ruin to the in- 
dividusds engaged dp the folWwing branches 
of Trade, as eonnecijsd with' the present 
system of conducting, ithe Indian commerce, 
viz. 
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To a most numerous body of Merchants 
and Trader^ engaged In the India and China 
Trade, fron^* the port of London, all of the 
highest respectabilf^ in the commercial 
tiporld : , 

To tbe several persons concerned, em- 
ployed, mxd interested, in the building or 
equipment of East India Shipping in the 
port of London : 

To the n imerous class of Commanders 
and Officersjin the Naval scrrice of the East 
India Cotnp^iny : 

To the Manufacturers of Long Ells, resi- 
dent in the ^bounties of Cornwall, Devon, 
Domet, SomeWet and Glnucestfr, added to 
(Which are the Dyers^ Setters and Galendrers, 
Packers, I tXBpretorsi?^ Woollen Goods, Press- 
and Cloth lltraan^t all employed in the 
amrvice o|^the'EW |iB^U Comptny. 


I 


The 9 ^ liuHiddiials, irix, the 

Metcha^ tdudl Po- 

tn each of the other 

clashes baiSt 'fthro ^etitiqiied IJ^gtslature. 

This i^*a mode oj^etcpostnlattQn *to which it 
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canhbt bfe supposed they Wbuld have re- 
sorted, if the injury they* anticipated by 
opening the Trade, Ticr^ not great, indeed 
little less than ruinous to theta, 

. f 

The Comtaon Coitncil of the City ^ Lon- 
don, 'has also petitioned and 

the Inhabitants of thi^ ToWtt of Cravesend, 
It may, niy Lord, be considered futile, to 
quote some of the bodies befor ifeientioned, 
but it must be allowed* that cvt)n individu- 
ally, they carry much respecfabilify with 
them, hnd collectively, it is impossible to 
point out so large a number of his Majesty’s 
subjects mot^ deserving of the care of the 
Legislature, In ev'cry point of %iew/ than 
those herein cttumera«ed'’i awd that indivfi- 
dual must Ims a tery jrfejttoner indeed, 
who can addUNtftrdrgtlBient^ufficiently'CCHW 
vinding, to prove- not only the policy, but 
■wliat is mere wiJiHfhy of attenfitat, thejtiat/ce 
of injuring ehe of His leNMa^^sub- 
jects, by depriiimi’ilietb'ef a tmde^ ivfdch 
they'htiwerefmbhrlted their liven'and fortti«tes,|^ 
and Horn #hith thk Country has in times of 
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di!ktre$5 reaped the most essential benefits, 
to throw it into the hands of individuals, 
who at the best are but speculators, indulg- 
ing themselves in wild theories of fancied 
and endless riches. 

It is not necessary for me to point out 
to your Lprdship, the great injury that will 
arise to the Merchants, by transferring the 
Indian Tca^'^ to the Out Ports, as I am sure 
your Lordsjtip roust have given so important 
a part of the^ subject that eonstdemtion which 
it demands, 1 shall therefore content roy$elf 
with entreating your Xrordship's attention to 
a few obsertatiens* in ^ifor of the other 
claisses, as the eanset of the grievances they 
will 8«Cer> cannot be so evident to your 
Lord&htp, ) 

TJnf'pe^s^ eoneeeited in the building 
and eqi|ifiii^t.of Esst ladle Shipping, are 
Sh^ &^dihg^,Shl|>wri|:h^ Chandlers, 
Bloch Siil^ Pt^Jifp Mahers, Boat 
Bimliei%;8hlp Joiners, $hi|» Plambm, fship 
Paintepi aiul Oia;tiei^Shsitli%Co|tper Smiths, 
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Anchor Smiths* Rope Makers, S&irMakers, 
Riggers, Lightermen and Watermen. The 
persons carrying on the trades abovemen- 
tloned have long been engaged iheteir*, 
and have constructed and bttilt large Dock^, 
Manufactories and Warehouses, Storehouses 
and other premises, at great expence ; they 
have invested large Capitals, and 'have en- 
gaged numerous workmen. 

The Establishments so formed \^We been 
encreased and carried to an extent which has 
tended to characterize the Port of London, in 
its naval establit^ment, as the mclit extensive 
of any in the known world. The removal 
of the trade to the Out Ports would conse- 
quently prove ruinous to the individuals 
whose capitals have been embarked in ‘the 
formation of the said establishments. The 
numettnts classea of workmen nnd attkans 
employed therein, have become attached 
by long residence to the p^Sa vpheite 
the said trades haVe been carried on^, and 
connected by nfiattiage with families settled 
about those establkfaments. These poor 
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wcftild bo thrown oyt of eiopjoy- 
ment, and ca«^t upon the world without the 
smallest chance of finding employment at 
the Ont Ports^ where it must naturally be 
supposed, are to be founds men accustomed 
to the idi^rcnt branches of equipping and 
Cttiiog out <^Sbipptng> aqd who are eijually 
atiaebed> ^to the parts |irhea« they have long 
resided, dhdwho wenMbe naturally jealous 
of their labour* superseded by nu- 

metmia tmpses nf ortmans Ctom the Metros 
poji$. V 

« An 0 fluihK’|lill^ important point for con- 
shletatlon pr^ents itself in the removal of 
the tVnde to 'the Out jports } by such an act, 
the^^ouniry bedeprire^ of a resource 
in timea of Immediate danger and emer- 
gencjl^l^asmiMi %.fbn'^1>uilding of India 
in Thliiifi, oonccntrates iif 
one iqpot h >*fi mechanics, 

who have<4ltit4ad|f«ffM^ th^WUmst essqtuial 
service* tO'4bojhh)^'^4^pOlltopof the,counf^^^ 
at|d^ whp are aljumrya ipapiiblia of aHafding 
tbeir itolted hbur* notice. 
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in cases of any gPCat national calamity, an 
object which even sacrifices ought lo 
be made to attain; laided to which, the 
large scale of Indie li^^.snp^liedi 

at moments ^oa^ ci;ith£al to the welihre of 
the country, greaC addi^on to its naval 
strength, a ra^rce which wodM be hast if 
the Trade were thmti^W o^hni, ai|i thb 
which would be efiipleyed at thh iNets 

would b» of »> «»« > cbn. «»de. 
them wholly unfit to be convetrmi .dito Shi|Ni 
of War. 

This statement, my Lmdt el( thd it^ltry 
which will accrtie to the India pipping in* 
tcrest by a tnkhsfer of the tr$m to the Out 
Ports, will* I hbpe. iheet widi she considerir 
taion it merittb end I sb<aU 4$note the speech 
of My Lmd -Ciptltrea^. in the Hctiwt of 
Commons# <m|he of the Oon^ny. 

in May WStlS- ' Imrdjdiip^^onidamt bet 
** suggest tn#ie ebnaideratioo of the House. 

« that the Shilling in the adijjsifc 
'' East India Company waanf a imto^ to he 

at any titoe convertad 1|«*% h ►gatat ad* 
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" djtion to the National force of the Empire. 
***Thc Ships of 1200 tons might upon any 
** public exigent^ he atHfed as Ships of the 
•* Line ; tlte Ships of 800 tons tAight be equally 
entploi/sd as JFV/gafes, those of SOO tom 
mtglit be employed Os Sloops qf War. ’* 
With how much more r4iason may that argu- 
meat be urged at thA preseat moment, 
when the war we are involved in with 
America V»*^oves u? to attend as much as wc 
pomhly to the augmentation of our 
l^aval power. 

A ^ 

f 

I shall now, my Lprd, draw your attention 
to the injury that will be suffered by the 
third class, viz. The commanders and officers 
of the Ships in th<^ Company’s service. 

The I^aya] Servide of the East India Com- 
pany has ueen looked upon for a long period 
of years as a nMional establishment : the sons 
of respectable families have entered into 
that service .with a view of supporting them- 
selves and those depending upon them, and 
it has been frequently the case, so highly 
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respectable is the naval service of the Com- 
pany considered, fronl the qualifications re- 
quired to enable individuals to fill the situa- 
tion of officers in it, that time served in it 
was formerly taken as part of the period re- 
quired to be served in the Royal Navy, to 
qualify for a -Lieutenancy :• the officers con- 
cerned in the naval service of the Company, 
have enjoyed advantages which no other 
persons can 'if^de 

g^i/Vl'ti^pon their own accounts tj *^y bave 
been always intent upon finding 'Ptit new 
articles of Exports and Imports,; withS^^t 
Cess, and it may be fairly roncludcd, 
new system ran be dc\iscd which will 
Such cniouragi'iueut to speculation, as cmR 
which has appropriated one-twelflh of 
whole shipping employed, to such a number 
of individuals /ree of the charge for frciglf, 
and who are all intent upon making the 
greatest advantage of the indulgence given 
to them. 


If, therefore, the Company’s exclusive 
privileges be annihilated, or materially in- 

C 



The Dyers of the East India Company are 
obliged to have been a certain length of 
time in the business before they can be apt- 
pointed to that situation^ they are obliged 
to have their dye-houses and plants furnisbf- 
ed and fined up in a particular manner^ the 
cxpence attendant on whlih is not less thap 
jggOOjOOol; should therefore the trade be 
thrown open^ the establishments in which so 
large a sunt Jias been eJtpended will be ren- 
dered useloLf, and the consequence will be 
ruinous t^this class of individuals connected 
with thoTompany. 

The Setters and Calen^rers have also ex- 
l^ded largeaums of money in the necessary 
^tabli^mentS) which in case of the dispersion 
,-^of the East India Company’s Trade, would 
be dismantled, causiug great injury no-t 

JIP 

only to thedrechold proprietor, but to the 
individuals in this branch of trade^ as there 


of exporting goods for wfaiefi there is no market V* and 
can it be supposed that the manuiheturers would peti. 
tion against their cum interests, if they thought an Open 
trade would be beueficial to them 



!s no other course of life to which they can 
turn to get a living, and the situation of 
their workmen would be in the' highest de- 
gree distressingi , 

The Packers arc a body of tradesmen em- 
ployed by the Company, who are obliged 
to serve a regular apprenticeship to make 
them competent to be taken into! the service 
of the Company. The remqyal of the Com- 
pany’s trade would in this part^ular branch 
occasion incalculable injury to aV;ery great 
body of his Majesty’s subjects. So great is 
the confidence reposed in this class of trades- 
men by the Company, that Woollen manu- 
factures, to the extent of a million sterlmg 
annually, are placed under their final care tril 
ready for shipping. The particular m^ner'^ 
in which the goods for packing are delivered 
out week by week, for tiitie months in the 
year, gives regular employment to great 
numbers of the poorer class, and by the 
regular payment of^ the Company, p-oves a 
most bene^cial thing to a very grea, body 
of the community ; a removal of the trade 



to the Out Ports would iihpose certain ruin 
on this class co&nected with the Company. 


The Inspectors of WooTlOn Goods to the 
Company, are sworn Officers, they are men 
of long' tried abilities, and would be lite- 
rally thrown out of all weans whereby they 
could gain a livelihood if the Ttade should 
be transferred to the Out Ports. 
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The samo fktal effiects wbuld be felt by 
the Pi«ssj^ and Cloth Drawers employed 
by the Company, By the removal there-* 
ibrc*^of “^the Trade to the Out Ports, the 
clas|tes herein enumerated would be de- 
prived of the means by which they can earn 
t^'eiy livelihood, their property would be 
^nhihllated, and the speculative advantage 
one set of m'diVidu:d!t would be founded 
oii positifti^tiin to many others. 


The Btiytsfs ’of Piece Goods end others 
intermited fn ihe “tslle of' Past ’'India Pieeo 
Goo4^ wfll he most'maferiStly affects by 
the Trade being transfixed tO the Odt-pdtISi, 



cor will the Revenue suffer less. I shall 
make use of their own words, as pointing 
out the injury that will arise to them more 
plainly than I possibly can : 

« 

“ That as Piece Goods are of an uncertain 

t 

valuej and depend very much on competi- 
tion, it would not be possible to obtain for 
for them at an Out^port the samje prices as 
in London ; and, consequently, that we 
should be undersold at the Out-ports, unable 
to carry on our business with the^honour, re- 
spectability, and advantage we have hitherto 
done, and probably obliged to abandon the 
pursuit many of cs have been engaged ili^ for 
a gfcrtt number of years, and driven to s«ek 
fresh undertakings, at a time when little be- 
nefit can be expected from them^ And it »s 
the opinion of this meeting, that it i? the 
decided interest \of the importers of Piece 
Goods themselves, that they should be con- 
tinued to be brought, to sale in the pott of 
London (as the emporium of commerce) in 
the way that they npw are, wl^ere they will 
have the, . oJT t^«5 Company’s ^ own 

assortment.” 
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That in all silk and prohibited goods, and 
tveu in white goods, if not brought to the 
port of London, it is much to be feared, no 
restraints could prevent smuggling ; which 
would occasion a loss of the whole dut\^ to 

a 

government, be seriously injurious to the 
fair tradteij-, and especially to the manufac- 
turers of Ulk goods in Spitalfields and 'else- 
where. 1 


** That tl^ introduction of Indian piece 
goods to iUe consifmption of this kingdom 
at low ^ices, in consequence of a total 
evasioi^ of duty, or a payment of duty on 
leduic^d piices, would be a serious injur) to 
the/British cotton manufacturer's.” 


That the same ill eflTects would occur to 
^the manufacturers qf Lancashire and Scot- 
land, if /sales of Indian piece goods were 
frequently to be made at Liverpool and 
Glasgow, or in any of the ports in the 
neighbbti/ftood of the manufactories.'* 
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That it is of the greatest advantage to the 
gieat body of British cotton manufacturi^rs 
to confine the import of India piece goods 
to one port, as it gives them the opportunity 
of viewing them, and regulating their ma- 
nufactories, according to the quantity and 
sorts intended for sale ; whereas if individuals 
were allowed to import piece goods, and 
sell them at an outport, the Britkh manu- 
facturer would nev'er know quantity 

might be brought into the mariVt, or how 
to regulate his manufactory. \ 


That the principal factories in India ^or 
muslins, callicoes, and silk goods, being ijn 
the hands of our East-India Company, an^ 
the greatest attention being paid to maintain.' 
the qualities and fabrics of each sort, it is 
reasonable to conclude, that the same influx 
of foreigners, who purchase very large quan- 
tities of the national manufactures, will at- 
tend the sales at the India House (whenever 
the politics of Europe will allow them to 
come) as used to resort here for a series of 
years, provided the quantify exposed to sale 
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by the East-India Company is of siifficitnf 
importance to draw their attention. 

That the plan now pursued, of having 
periodit^al half yearly sales of piece goods, 
and puliliahing a declaration, every three 
months previous to the sale, prevents every 
merchant and manufacturer from being sud> 
denly suiprized by -an excessive quantity 
being bros^;ht on, and enables the foreign 
buyer to ^ake his arrangements to attend 
the sale^««r to send bis ordecs. 

• ^nother establishment of great magnitude 
a^ttd importance to the City of London, as 
jWell as- to the individual concerned, will be 
y ’ rendered useless by a transfer of the Indian 
Trade to .the bot-ports, and it is only neces* 
wry for-^iiie to refer tO the Act of the Legisr. 
lature to impress upon your Lordship’s mind 
the nocess^y of givittg this part of. the sub- 
ject duo consideration, before you proceed 
tCk recotnnteh^^ C^easures which must involve 
the dearest interests of the several persons 
connected thereyrilhj , ' v . , . 



43 Geo* Ilf. cap, 120^ ^ 
Act for thefurth& imprdvement aflhe Pott of 
JLondottt by making Docks and other Works at 
PlackwaM, for etdbommodatioii of the Miot 
India SMpping in the sold Parti ft is enacted 
that. Whereas the Ships in the emploi^ oftihe 
Ea^t India C&mpmy are of larger site than 
other Vmels employed by Merchants in “frade, 
and many of them nearly egitOl in balk to the 
Ships of the 'Dine in the Royal ^ aoy ; And 
tehcrtas the Cargoes and MerchandS^'e on-board 
of such Ships ARfi OF ORUAT VAttJR A«4i NATION- 
AL importance ; and whereas by the present sys- 
tem^of loading and discharging Ike Cargoes of 
Such Ships, the Navigaiion qf the River Thames 
is frequently impeded, md ddOys, losses and in- 
conveniencies erperUneed,^ and the Cargoes of 
sitdi Ships are su^eet to plunder, and the EaU 
India Company and Owners theteof injured 
and TRBrmvBiit: RbHtbiI^ve &bfraodki^ to a ook- 
siderabIeUmoont ; And whereas if coon ai*» 
istiFWciRBNT Wbt Docw md Bmoiis,' with mces- 
eary ocdotifihddtttitini and retfidsUfs for the 
receptkmtof East itkcda weriiikiitde cddr 
near BlackwdU^ in the Dotihty of Middlesex, 
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the ecUs and mischitfe qforesaid might he 
greatly remedied and prevented, ^c. ^c. The 
Act then goes on to recite under what terms. 
See. the said Docks should be built, and the 
money raised for the purpose. 

In Sect. 12 of the said Act, provision is 
made for the half-yearly payment of the in- 
terest on the money borrowed ; and in Sect. 
13, the aj^^ijcation of the money so borrow- 
ed, is dirlcted, first, in paying the Charges 
iitm^n^din the passing the said Act; neH, in 
paying and discharging the consideration of 
purchase tponcy and other costs, and after- 
reards $n PAYI^G such yeaki,t on other sums 

OP MONET AS THERPIN DIRECTED, POB COMPEN- 
SATION POB tosses ANl) Dil^ICIEKCT OF TyTHLS, 

t 

TaxiSis, Seweb Rayec’^And otheb Rates and 

AssEsisikp*Ts, Sit, Set, 

* 

In Sec. 01 it is stated, that in consideration 
of gre2tt charge and expences in making 
the said Dock^, the riites mem^^ned m the 
said Act should be paid by ships loading or 
unloading. 
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In Sect. IIO it is cnmtecjf tji^t mm of iJtf 
restrictions for l^hips e)T unloading in 

the East India Companfs Dock^ sdiaU con- 
tinue in force for more than facentjf-one years, 
commencing from the date of the first x^te 
being taken. 

It appears then, my Lord, that ParlianiLent 
permitted the construction of the said Docks 
from a conviction that it would be an *4f»- 
provement to the City of London, that it would 
be the cause of greater security to tftk JRevetiue 
in securing the Cargoes of Ships navAh ijt 

SIZE TO X.INE OF BaTTLE ShIFS AND OF GBSAT 

National impobtak^b. 

If the Trade ^ removpd to the Out-portij, 
this improvement will be rendered useless 
and become a burthen, unless empty ware- 
houses and dry docks can be considered an 
, imprqveftient. The security (arising here- 
from to the Revenue is given nnd the Car- 
goes of Shipsi^ eqttal in ^ze to JJtM of SattU 
Ships and qf greed Ne^optU imptirttmce, arc 
consequently of no importance. By the 
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construction of the Bocks the Heventie i^If 
be deteriorated; for had the buildings still 
existed which were pulled, down to make 
way for the Docks proposed to be now ren- 
dered useless; the inhabitants/ individually 
would still have contributed their quota to- 
waids the exigencies of the state; which 
most be now considered a positive loss^ as 
well as the additional loss which will he 
occasioned l^y the non-pay then t of the ia^ 
terest to the individual subscribers ; also the 
non-payment of tythes; assessments; &c. &c. 

i 

$econd|||. That Parliament permitted in- 
dividualll to raise large sums of money for 
the purpose of 'constructing their Bocks. 
These sums were' raised upon the faith of a 
continua/Uce el the Bsat India Trade to the 
Port o|^*j|ldDf), pa Engaged in^l^hich 

•Trade we<«e> by the said Act, obliged to enter 
•the Bocks, andnlMnn the nates paid by* the 
owfusrs of nticli<4dnfi^Mt<lie individiiaisiWere 

M be-l^ud 

by them, dnd nUimately the principal. If 



the Dorics be rendered useless by a transfer 
of the trade, how are the individuals to be 
reimbursed ? 

Thirdly^ 'So much importance was attach^ 
ed to the early completion of the said Docks^ - 
that in Sect. 91 it is expressly directed they 
should be constructed as soon «s possible, 
and that even statements of their progress 
should be laid before Parliameut yearly, and 

Fourthly* It is enacted that none of the 
Resolutions of Ships unloading or landing in 
the East India Docks shall continue in force 
for more them twen^g^ne yean front the date 
the first rate shall be taken :>^orely thh 
provisitm tmpliei, that at all events indi- 
vidual^ coneevned had a right tp look for a 
comauuebee of the!frade,'tvhtch would oblige 
the entering of jihips into the East India 
xT!hHkfor4hetvkmt$^^ and upon the 

'fuili of sudk a coatinitwhbe they became 
laidhscriben towtnifi erecthig the f«i4^ Docks. 
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I shall now refer to an establishment which 
will be abolished if the Trade is thrown 
open. I should not have noticed it had it /. 
been A subject which has engaged Parlia- 
mentary notice. 

By the 37th Geo. III. cap. 74, the Com- 
pany were enabled to raise and pay the ex- 
pences of two Regiments of Infantry, to be 
embodied for the defence and protection of 
the House and Warehouses of the Company, 
and for such public services as are mentioned 
in the said Act. 

t 

By the 43d Geo. III. cap. 48, the same 
6orps was again permitted to be raised, and 
His Majesty was pleased to accept of the 
services of the sfiid^ Brigade of Royal East 
India Volunt|pcrs, and'tne consent of Parlia- 
ment was obtaineii to authorize the chfirge 
of the same amongst the ordinary outgoiq,gs, 
charges and expences of the Compapy. Ti^is 
Corpil, whose establishment wa^'ratifii^d by 
Afcts of the Legislature. ,is to^ be at o^pe 
abolished, consisting of Two Thousand men. 




Lord <jAatt»ttCAoa, In brtiijging the mattcf 
before 1^011, stated, “ T^tat 

" “ ^ ■ X ‘"5 

to the aj^d|>ri^tai>jgE^of of 

^ the proi^liii|!>l’ India. Company to 

the suppHf olfl^ V^lmKtkt^ Civ^ of the 
** East llls^l^i^^hip enlarged 

** On the*, utility '"of '^he" Coma, wltich he 
♦‘termed trust-wdj^^, ^iii|ibiK:i 
♦* of the dt£5ermt aerate of Ae ]^st latdia 
" Cbm.|saAy% tife^Ste^fcefag 'pci- 

*<^ioh6 \irho ‘fi^ed thf hlj^r 
V' th^'^Cnfei^WoffibeeiiSf anothW ek^'^of re« 
** spectable'persotei) and th^ privates the 


" -warehott^mien, aj^ fipfsthe lower 

^ silttatibna. PfOvWon bad! n;^e^]>y a^ 



«-w &uL ^ ilfey it i ^ mJiL. ^ >X A 

WM' 
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“ lis upoa an emergency. He therefoi-r 
“ moved that the ITous»e shduld resolve itself 
" into a Committee qfiJic whole House on the 
** street*’ 

The Company's military stores have sup- 
plied Government with arms and appoint- 
ments at a time vh^n a delay in obtaining 
such stores might have beeA of great detri- 
ment to the state. 

Here, my Lord, is a statement of the ruin- 
^hich will befall so numerous a body of 
His Majesty's subjects, and the £sted>lishmcn>ts 
that will be broken upt Is it the^n too mueh 
ta ask for a Statement of the Heasons or 
Arguments which induced your Lordship to 
make thi^ saerti^e. Vopr Lordship has re- 
ferred the Chairman and Deputy-Chairman 
of the India Company, to the Petitions 
ftptn those Out-port? to which it is gygpo sed 
to renmve the East^todia Trade jr tSpO^ose 
argumentis^I sbalj avail myself of such per- 
miaion, rei^arkiii^ a^ t|ie same time, that 
in ydur Lordship's Eefter tu the Chair? of the 
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4lh ultimo, you explicitly state, that you, 
have no difficulty m ac quainting; them, that the 
Claims of Merch'tnts connected with the Ota- 
ports, have not heen brought before Government 
hi/ \\KinEN DocuMETtTS. And in the follow- 
ing paragrkph your Lordship says, " You 
may obtain from the Records," viz. The 
WRixTiN Petitions to Parliament, that fu^her 
information (viz. the representatiojis which 
have induced His Majesty’s Ministers to ac- 
quiesce in the Transfer of the Trade ^ which 
you appear desirous to possess/’ Pleading 
iny incapacity to rerontilc these two para- 
graphs, I shall proceed to consider these 
convincing Petitions, confining myself of 
course to those from the Out-ports, which 
the Commissioners of the Excise, in their 
Report referred to in the Debate in the East 
India House, on the ufHmo, consider as 
the ohly Ports, whieh can, vvith any degree 
of safety to the Revenue, or the Country, 
be thrb^n open to the India Trade; For, 
say the ConimlsBioiters of Excise, the other 

Out-ports appear to us for various reasojss 

*. 

D S 


INSUFEICIKMT. 



52 


The Poits staled by the Commission eus 
are Hull * 

BtotSTOTS* 

> . LivsBPOOr. u 

Ply^outii 
Doveh,,^i«I ^ ^ 
PoitTSM/OOTJ^. 


commeoce with JSrUttd, the Mer*- 
cjiahts of which city claim as their hirth-^ight, 
<0 ttade with idngdotns gained bj; 
Mis Mqfestys arms.. That the Company’s 
trade has decreased^ whilst Foreigners have 
competed iucces^puMy tsUh tiie Company, and 
t5at Such Ikade has bfen obstinately denied 
to ths Ssdyeets of the United Fingdotm That 
the phOmise off pecuniary participation held 
out in 17d3> has not been realised, but that 
the Company has p^e repeated claims on 
ike Public. Thai Petitioners rely on 
PdiMpmdhtf dMregarding any argument that 

H 

may be advanced in '':faau)ur of the Company, 
^''diihdh^ existence wSS be the ruin of the Naval 
gpredlims cf QrtM Mptain, and the downfall 
qf it^ fn/dtpeadence/ and upon these gromds 
they pttiyi thed the Trade may be opened. 
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With respect to the birth-right of the 
T*etitioners to trade wth Territories gained 
by His Majesty’s '-Amy, in opposition to 
Enactments of th^ Legislature, it is not for 
me to decide, but it miiat not be forgotten 
that the CompanyS Trtwps have been the 
principal actors in the acquisition of our 
Indian territories. Does it* appear^it iPo- 
reigners have competed suec^fuft}. Aith 'thb 
Company, when the “ifeAde^on an averigt 
of six year# ss fof!feW$ : 'vtis. ’ * * 

Annual Average ofE'x^ibri^ intd 

\ . aff«,n7S62 

D^ ’!)• ’'!>» by Airtericansand^ ^ ' 
foreign Europeina 

, rrT T- v " *■■■’ 

Leaving a Balance in favovyr , 

England of ' . , , . . , !i,3S!B,5^5 

Ann^ Avmgeof lix%k»el»'lirom ' . '* 

M t4;».£ngl»nd t , • , « SySSMIOd 

D?' « D* ; A^eric>i^«M£»d^*j t uw 

#<«•>> 

^ ■‘-rr^ I -‘I j'lntw 

* leaving a B^laa^Slii'ib YaVou^^of * 

" ^ Englabd bP U . ^r,lir4^t«r 

( •* 
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It therefore appears that this Trade so 
successfully competed by Foreigners, leaves 
an Annual Balance in favour of England of 
nearly Three Millions sterling. How does 
it appear that the Indian Trade has been 
obstinately denied to the people of this 
country, when in the last six years the Ton- 
nage allotted for the use of individuals, ex- 
clusively of that allowed to be exported by 
the Company’s Ofiieers in their own Pri\i- 
lege, ambnntnd . to . Sixty^tbrec Tiiousand 
Tons; and: that during that period only 
vSixteen Thoutfand Tons of every species of 
Manufacture (including beer and four thou- 
sand tons of wine) have been actually en- 
gaged and Shipped to India ? 

\ 

The pwj^se of petspniary participation 
held out in,'l79d, was conditional, vii!. If 
Peace tjontinned in India. With fttspec* tO' 
the> claims made on theil^nblic for |»ccuniar 3 r 
asslstancci ihe Adnidl^Ges from tho'Htaie on 
that account do,* not amount to the* Disburse- 
ments hmde by the on apedunt of 

the. several Lxpcditions'fitt^d' out at theip 
expcncc in India, on account ef the Public 
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^icrvice; and upon what ground or equity 
could the country with-hoid from the East 
India Company, that relief which they so 
lavishly granted to support the credit of 
individual merchants, the 4th of April, 181 1. 
The Petitioners trust that the House of • 
Commons w’ill disregard any argupicnis, no 
matter Kow convincing, that may he Urged 
in favour of the Company ; (I conclude this 
is the Petition which contains those argil- 
watts which have' hud such Weight with 
your Lordship and His Majesty's Ministers). 
The Petitioners further state that our Naval 
greatness will be sacrificed by a continuance 
of the Trade to the East India Company ; 
how does this agree with my Lord Castle- 
reagh’s speech in 1803, wherein is Lordship 
states, that the Company’s Ships of 1200 
Tons are fit for Ships of the Line; their 
Ships of 800 Tons, for^ Frigates ; and their 
Ships of 500 tons for Stoops of War. It ts 
not improbable that the arguments made 
use of by the Petitionftrs> may convince' 
} our Lordship that 400 Toft Ships, of which 
burthen those Ships from the Out-ports are 
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to cof»sist> afp equally vreli adapted for Shipa 
of, the Line and' Frigates. 

The MejiChant VjjiNnrtJatass'or Bbistox come 
next, thc^f as9^t thdr ^nerd right to art opm 
J¥<tde, tk&y iiaie ih&t the eame viUl tend to 
enlarge the means qf di0tsitfg, articles of 
BrUiih Jllmnfacture throughout JneHa and 
the Inlands and voM -dominiofis qf Chtm md 
Ttiit(j€ad to, the dtscaver^ of^m Charnel* and 
vmxfigfed Me^&m nf Commerce* TJud*ihe 
freedom, of tr^ng to India gffln,ted to tlte 
Ignited ^ates km emdd^ thm ^to die 

JCtst India Islands p ibesir^ur^f tf JSriiidi 
Sjdpects. JHere in truth# iis enlarged 
vifvpjof the subject, boundless^ Eegioua which 
ar^ tq .yield El^fiau < Them k to. 

be a voyage ,ef discovei^^ conidmaed hy ttteti 
wV> posER^^IiOt the sqi^lqat knowipdge of the 
laoguagf^ tpa^ners'ca’ natives, 

. or#o^.thfe Osf .tndia, •• It^v wdd that 

thf!j^,^inffk^ns froik?ihh prftriJfegi© gloated to 
theip <3!|‘4radiiOjgHq5lndi4 haiie beiqtrt^^hled* 
to su|:||>ly,our,W#|t«|g4%|Ct^ks^o tJwr 
of the British .hjetohunt,,' 
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Lord« the cloven foot sliews itself. The 
Open Traders must have the privilege of 
going direct to the West Indies from India, 
itbout coming to 6mt fiiitatn, for if they 
come to EngUiOd how can they compete 
with the Americans? our llevenue cannot 
but flourisB under such an extension ! 

The' Bareroi, jj^focK Go5m.r!T have also 
petitioned ; the^j reprrsertt thM they have cm* 
strueted Ihcki at gfiiU’ Mjupence, dnitMpMing 
an Uwrcttsetaf Trade,(md^taiilTdm> ttpecidiiMi 
have b0m disappointedS awing 'printipal^ fa 
the tm&eampkd Mate of tiffktrs trie Cos- ' 
TiN«NT Of Eoaorr, Aiip thertfafe pray that the ’ 
Indian Trade fnmf he ‘thramn npen. The 
claims of irtie Dctcfe ‘Companies of tondon 
for ^ the pnrfeotion m ^he tc^islaturc aire ' 
sorely as,sii»t>g; as chaae tif the Wisthd l>^ck 
Company* ‘nay stronger, ' ‘the East India *' 
Dock 'CUwi|fa^y conatffkciad >theiir 0b6ks 
speaJfioally^iijr. Indi^ ShiJ^n^^: m mitol ^ 
Dock CeiQpmty in eoidke^ithitifte^of ‘jtm 
crease .in r their these Petltitxiwart, - 

unlike ths? restiair^t^r Bi^threttr cantSdIy 



admit that which must be evident to the 
unbiassed mind of every individual, that the 
unexampled state of affairs on the Continent 
of Europe is the sole cause of the stagnation 
of Trade. ^ 

The Commissioners of Excise it appears 
state in their Report .'liready alluded tOythat 
the pc^ssoge up the Bristol 0iannd furnishes 
greed opporttmilies for landing goods clan- 
destindy, espededly for the last twenty miles, 
and in consequence of the late alteraiions, the 
Shipping lies ajl&at in the midst of that City, 
without any other security than the locking of 
the Hatchways and other Communications with 
the Cargo. 

The Mxrchvnts or •KiNcsTon-trpoN-Hm.r. 
1 shall allude to ; their Petition con- 
tains arguments nd doubt equally as con- 
vincing -to your Tordship as the Petition 
from Bristol, being nearly similar in point 
of doctrine, excepting that the Town of 
Hull is situated on a great esVuary, the Humber 
communicating by inland Ntroigation with the 
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jiHncipal Mcniufactvring districts, and there - 
lore alTorcling greater opportunities for 
^niuggliug. 

The Dock Company at Kingston- dpon- 
ITi hi. have also petitioned, their claims cannot 
be considered better founded than those of 
1 1 C Bristol Dock Company. 

'i 

The Commissioners of Excise state in their 
RCjioit, that the run to HuUfrom ths Channel 
mat; perhaps he reckoned equixalent to the 
Is^avigmion up the Jlix^r Thames, ami no l^iips 
from the East Indies should he permitted to 
2 ictss s'ound the north of Scotland.- There is 
g rcat danger of smuggling within the Humber, 

The Petition prom Pi-YMootu is ijntirely 
barren oCftrgument, and they rest their hopes 
from the general assertion that the whole of 
llis M^esty’s subjects have a right to par** 
ticipafe in the India Trade# »nd therefore 
pray that the same may be opened. 

. ♦ 

The Poitfs Of DovBftand FotiT8Mcg||B[ come 
next. It does not appear that th<^^ places 



hj^ve petitioned Parliament. Their gratitude 
to the! Comoitssionem of the Excise for in- 
eloding them in $o beneiiciaji an extension 
<Nigbt to be sincere. ^ , • 

The Commissioner^ state^ th^t jthe Ship* 
enter into PJ^ymovitK P<frisp*Qutk» and Dmer^ 
immediately from the Settf and the paatage i* 
shorter than to London^ bdt the security is 
edsa hf I*ocks only and Tidtsmen* ’ ‘ 

f* 

^ Thi PaTiTfOK paow the Livsaeoot Mbb- 
emtirrs» coQtains as little argnment as that 
from' Plymouth. The Petition irom the Coa* 
poRATiou OR LivBinrooL states, that an ample 
fidd I* fwwp openfef the imaadm^ of thud 
ccaphed whick haa>hidieHio hem mpleyed id 
other Tamils of Trdiei and fhed iJiiy 
iammtih9.‘0drming eatpmeiap of Commerce 
they^cannoi bat believe that 
the em isupm arripei niapfie 

granted* These^ my Lord, arethe tts^uments 
of the Corporation. • 
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The Livebpoosi* Dock Compasy state, /ftcrf 
1^ the enterftize of i/!9 tt kao 

raised frdt» the sititaHoii qfm hurtMe 
jelling loom to tM diidittguMied ta»k ^imd 
importance ofHUe second poH Ht tht^kkigdorn; 
that being heard by the Merchants at large two 
years a^o, when the 'Prods Was M great pros- 
perity, th^'eTbUdned iOaee to tmsinteli larger 
JDeeks for general pttrposik. ' 

"* i * 

*« ^ 

The Liverpool Dock Oofiapany odoilt that 
their town has been raised from the situation 
of a fi&hiitg town to the dktingtikhedrttmk 
of the second port in the kingdom ; hm 
been effected entirely without the InditM 7!k*ade^ 
surdty some check ought to be given to> 
their ambition. I confess lam at <a loss tb 
ttndexstsSnd dpon t^af •grounds that policy 
is foanded wbidl has for > itti obieGi the ^de- 
atrudiou of thd Capital kingdom to Imp- 
aefit lts„Oh|^f»0rlS} 'it k like 'dtawing' the 
blood fkiio' to- fluppbi’^ the en- 

teeitdiisk , ‘ *’ '»» 

• 'k 

The Cotntftisslonars of Excise are said to 



state in their Report, that the enttance hiiif 
Zir^eijiGOl from ihc }Ft6t is not of great length, 
and for the most part is open; but kotiiing 

OJiK BE BETTKn CALCULATED FOR SmUGGLI^IO’, 
JfOTWIXHSrTAXDlNG THE CARE t>if' TiDESMEN ON 
SHIP board and the VIGILANtlE OE A iSlGHTL'i 

WATCH, THAN THE DoCKS AT THIS PORT- OPEN 

ON ALL SIDES ANI> SURROUNDED BT'SuiPS, WARE- 
HOUSES, Public Houses and other buildikos. 

Here then, my iLord, is a statement of the 
Petitions from the only ports to ‘which your 
Revenue Commissioners consider it safe to 
extend the open Trade; here is also a state- 
ment of the principal arguments made use 
of in those Petitions, with the few obser- 
vations I have been induced to make there- 
on ; and the opinion of the Commii^ioners 
of Exc^e as to the’facilities which these ports 
aflTord Tor smuggling. It is not necessary for 
aie to say more ; I shall therefore leave 
them for your lordshi|i's consideration. 

1 have now, i»y Lord, arrived at thaj^part 
of the India (Question, which* mUst> in ^ery 
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point of view, be considered the most iin- 
pch'tant. 1 have been led to consider the 
Commercial concerns of the Company^ as 
connected with this country in the abstract ; 
butj my Lord^ I shall now look at the ques- 
tion in the light in which it must be viewed 
when brought before Parliament, viz. that 
of a great Political Question, involving the 
interest»<«Rd happiness of thousands in this 
country, as connected with its commerce, but 
aHecting the whole Population of Great 
Britain, as connected with the preservation 
of our Constitution :-T*and when considered 
3 ^ relating to India, involving the happiues?^ 
indeed the very existence, of Fifty Millions 
of our fellow creatures ! I cohfessirthe magni- 
tude of the subject alarms me;* because I see 
it possible that an ill-judged policy may be 
the cause of demolishing a magnificent struc- 
ture which has existed for upwards of two 
centuries, supported by an honorable Body, 
who have at all times, waived personal con- 
siderations for the benefit of their country. 

* Tlh6 Sum total aeeesaary to carry oa the concern of the 
Companyi (• Wiie PdiUed Now K p. 59 



You, my Lord, in conjunction vrith ITis 
Majesty’s Ministers, inform tne Court of 
Directors, that you are v/iUijjg to bring be- 
fore 'Parliament a proposition for tbe renew- 
al of the Company's Charter, provided the 
Company will give up tJieir^xcltirive privi- 
leges of Trade ; or in other words, permit 
the Trade to and from Jnd/a to be opened. 
ThW" Court agrees that the Trade 'shall be 

* V 

opened, Tisui that the same should he con- 
fined to the Port ot London. This stipula- 
tion the Court has supported by arguments 
haost conclusive. 

These arguments appear, in your Lord- 
ship’s opinion, to have been successfully 
rei^utted by those more cogept ones urged 
by the Petitioners from the Out-ports,^ and 
upon thesfyarguments your Lordship relics 
ior the silpport of Parliament, in depriving 
the lEast India Company of a privilege which 
Ihey refuse to surrender in the unconditional 
'manisel demanded of them ; because they 
consider that by so doing, they shall place 
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themselves in that situation which will render 
it utterly impossible for them to fulhl tl^e 
duties Commerpal and ^Political, devolving 
upun them, in a lUenneV satisfactory to 
themi^lves and. beneficial to the country. 

* J 

The conduct 0|f th^ Court of Directors in. 
the negociatioo, as far as an individual is 
capable of judging from the papers befo^ 
the public^ must considered highly hUnor* 
able. It is such as must retort upon those 
persons who hope to support the cause of the 
Petitioners, by imputing to the Directors 
interested motives for the line of conduct 
they have pursued (viz. the preservation of. 
their patronage), the calumnious and ' 
founded assertion. 

The Coprl of Directors frankly declared 
the weJI-grounded fears k. entertains,,, thsat 
the afiktrs of India cannot be conducted ivithf' 
benefit to^^^his counfry> if a® op*fi. traddV 
from the Out- ports be permitted i,^a» 
same must lead to.^n unfettered intefconrse ^ 
with India, and fkgulatioaa i 

' E 
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may be! devi$^d will prevent colonization-, 
and the alienation of British India from this 
country will close the fatal project. It is 
on this broad principle that the CJoiirt of 
Directors and the Company stand forward, 
for the preservation of their exclusive pri- 
vileges, -w'hich can alone enable them to 
avert such disastrous consequences. Dees 
this conduct bear the mark of interested mo* 
tives, my Lord ? The Court, of Directors 
by acquiescing in the proposition of His 

t y 

Majesty’s Ministers, would secure to them- 
selves the patronage so much talked of, but 
the Court will not accept it in exchange for 
the interests of their Constituents and their 
fCoiintry. 

^'he Country is told that it is ridiculous to 
fancy that the Constitution of England' can be 
afiected by any change which may be made 
in the political or commercial situation of 
he East India, Company, M/ Lord, the 
Const! tptiqn be a0ected ; ifato whose 

hands, will the Oovepiipent of India, and the 
age appertaining thereto acvqlve, if 



the Company be deprived of it? Why, into 
the hands oi^ the Minister of the day ; and 
that patronage, wiien engrossed by ah indi- 
vidual, Would fortify the Minister who could 
persuade the Parliathent' of this country to 
accede to sudi d measure^ with a pha!^anx 
which will place him in a situation to bid 
defiance to his Prince and to the People of 
England.* 


The occurrences of 1783 bear'am^te proof 
that the country then felt that the Con- 
stitution wot^d have been endangered had 
the Minister succeeded in getting poihcssion 
of the Government of India and^lhe Patro- 
nage attached thereto. Is there less danger 
to be apprehended from such an attempt at 
the present mhment ? 


Mr. Pm, oil the Hth danutfery, ITSli in 
proposing hla to Parliaihent, said, r Th^ 
'* in the B0 whiih he ptnposeSt id inW for, 
^ he l^ad gkoem^ ^ hfffte 

** iNvpriellore qf indiit "^Stitch, Ijy^ THE 

E « ^ 
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SSN^ OP THOSE *(IEH WHO WBtn MOST HA»CT<r* 

4TCOTQ xas CO(f4HWt44TtOM OP tUS SVaJECT." 

' . t o> 

Or tfi« Jifty, 17^1, Pstt 

**Cfemttmea$ aadi^mm^ce were the two 
‘f p'fpt 1/e hqfced to. Th« CoipixHcr 

Company HEioiwwy# «xotystVEi.x to 
** vasM*. Tot ,CoMi»sKtHt thotbposs to akw 
" OT mbant t^jeavb whrm it 

**■ Y|>' »* IKIT IW din HAHOS OP TH« 

" CoufA^Tt, Iti»ad;^hc tciuarJced, been held, 
CoiQmercial Companies could notgo* 
*‘,verii EmypicOT |.dbot diat was a ma^or of 
'*«p«ei^ioin p#sh^«oeral eapepienccpro- 
ted >0 ^ practieCi M^cves 

^ ^ theory* Taa £asy 

Co*Jt«t'IWl* offHptfetsp IT* oo;^- 

** voaMfMV 

** T»Ald« |i:4» tT WRI* VO OT »M(feM!BXts|» THAT 

« lit*®# w;4s m, v«m *«-. 

" ipjHMMf 


'?rrr, oti the lllh Mat'Ch, 1793, fcx- 
presse^ hiil&self inHBft Ibll'o^^ng words:— 
I hate no hesUation Itt saying, that •when att 
*' tfie eircumstanci^ are ftllUy -befbh* the 
Hooae, 1 atn conddeet i jSifkiMiFkitAi! 
^ Compar^*s ChatHlr 

** for the inttnst tea been 

** said that siflee the ^tt!:(ncatit)ii <dfthe 4|iieech 
** of my right honourable friend (Sin 0u»i- 
** das) every body bfclievcs thif the Charter 
** will be renewed'*, and I atii girfd tdhear 
*’* that siSrh is thd case, be'csmse' if "edn 'eWly 
*' arisfe froth a pdbfic coMvfdl8tt#;^hit'fh'e 
« mrfewal of the Clft»Ster, itpotfHfli*? HUMs 
f and d*pon |h# re^!atibn« orf^^wMcfc^fhc 
East*!ndia Cbtepahy 

*• It, sifiH fSftr thU ibii 

««rt{ 'i)W * 'V'l* tAj'-l. <*## >5 i'tu “ 

‘ 'W. fiifc mu mi 

'tli^ Mem^lmmde 
by 

im^^hkd nfcamthts' 0 pt^idj^tc, 

that to''k0B9topsfy, 
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insisting that the House ought not to forg^ot 
this principle, unless Vfiry ,gnod reasons 
sbouH he given for adopting a.^cowtt'afy one,. 
This sacculation, Mr, Pitt safd, bad been 
repec^^d a thommd Hnm hy l»uch hsu mgc^ 
nfous men than the right hon. memher, and 
scarcely cov4d have been expected to have 
been ne$orted toy ns the force of it hstd hecn 
done cea^ay by his right hon. friend (Mr, 
Hundaa) when he. first opened the subject* 
bottenriog hhf argument, not on wtg«*e eye- 
eviction hint oa ^ffirenet^ drawnf^otn history, 
Ofid Here Mr. 

Pift ' 4 ^;ed whether yth^iOUUm if ^ warn-, 
feu^m Jufd mt iMtewHstmcd to md provided 
Ji^Tj and ftWiUge ^ the ' 

Cotaynpy ksdoii4Jhten< rendered stdaervietd t« 
the rwmrpHiif ^ 

. lioim OWwfetsti i»,ibelIoW5e Xords 
tlMht2|4 4«n|i^5di;«?. Mid.thpjt jf it ymo nei, 

mem 

sai^ona tn^lndlgj^ 

vjilb re^|!j^, toy ids!o\j»o^cM ,»rhib54^in4ini 
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ought tb be governed, and in which the 
trade of that i.country ought to be carried* 
on, it wouM opeh a very wide and extensive 
field indeed; but, in the present case, it did 
not appear to him^hat thiavras in any -shape 
necessary^ because he felt that the ground 
he had to go on Was very much narrowed, 
by having a just and wel^founded experience 
as a guide ; a guide Which was at all times 
perhaps the best, but more particularly so 
under such circumstances as existed at pret- 
sent. JVfttr ytat% erpcricncit hud froted tht 
iif the preDCiit v^idem tind tkei/'e iappHared 
therefore m Juei reason iut^ ii ehoutd he 
altered. The present bill of Course assumed 
for its ' principle the coutinuanbe of that 
system ; but s» ideas bad been entertained 
by some, that In the hands of the EasMndia 
Company, the trade to India was confined 
within liinits than would be the 

case wem tC^be eh^aged In by the 

whale baplltkl e^the whale spirit of enters 
prfad of *|ihOfhions were now, 

lime, IfiihedoCed' into ihe pnedmt 
hiliv ’ w^ld^^fivo im oppat^ity for 
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trying the ex}»erime^t» by allnwing fsfir* 
c Hants ^ats^d tradeH to advent^re on their citim 
bottom under certain jrecsaaajrjr ^reguhttious* 

Sm Vmuv Fiunois, in April, 1798, said 
in thi! Hou^e pf ^Commons ; " With respect 
to the Henevral of thtf Company’s encln- 
* sive Charter to trade t<v India ; I have *al- 

said, that / dtt not a^t to 

X V0tp nmh the poa9ihir% of ^ 

(tretain^ DWtexporU tQ |fa#rtS9 aegfumtentd 
I mean with a n^jumftl eecurit^ of 
a p^iible veta for tkem^ , F^xcept 
** lailjitary stores, «ttnmiinition» and otherint'* 
piements of warj'efith which it i* aot-^w 
true pplicy to ♦furuisi:^ the Indian prineesj 
the mm^aotwree of JBn^m4 don he 
** 90,(4 ^ ^ aeie^ In itu^ ^oad*>ihe 
»» trifling necesMfft^for 

" tiffn 

in thd[J|cpi|ii pfCleantiianNinu 
in Ap;i], i798Aatated, as hia eoniricdon, 
after thatiil the Indian 

Fatronage eetieeitfrateil 


7 ^ . 

kt this Crown, tfiis wei^^t of it 
wOidd hg toO 'sf'ifM ^ fhe BidMice of ovr 6o> 
vemmgwij (tMi iphthf dnitgerom to tht 
CoHstUution * 


f^ORD MBZ.<r!ate, in his ihn 

manbf the 'Sint ladix Cotnpafif^, idate^ the 
2d bf April, 1800, says— Ostensible 
“ form of Goverinnent irith ill ttscdn^eqfoent 
" extent an^'Oeaidl of 

a» »flr> I ant pec&tiaA^ wilt hever be called 
" in c)^6$tk>n by any bnt thoae *ioho ii 
dUspoSRd to tki^emHorn oM gtoWffst 

« of iow< CbmHtutfiJn ao Iflrir owa pttsoned 
** aggfait^faorOi M amhiHoti^ 

“ I vemaih equally satisifMi^aia ta^‘t1^e 'pit>- 
ptieey of cKihtit^ng i bSedopb1y"bf tlie 
trade in the Iwnda ef Ihdia CiW- 

** pmf>, Tho^ wiid* ittiintatTi tbe^ revene/ 
'' appear to me, to he itUM 
*** wSHmt / to fSe peeoliar Oircmn^ 






The gre»t interest to be attended to on 
the pirt of the Company^ is^ that no goods 
** eome Jhtm Indm that a/*e not deposited in 
** the Company's Wterehotisss, and that the 
goods so imported are disposed of at the 
’Compton's Sedest agrtadily to the ptlts 
" prescribed for that pta^se.*' 

' . 

Loni Met.Tii.iE> in his letter to • 

, 4ited the l^lst March* 1801* says* 
'* Taa twa^vaTion ot THa,i«OKopoLY of the 
** £a0ir JtimA CoupAtnt is sssaKriAiiY rLEOin* 

sBctratyr de evbhv itMPoarAKT 

ii 

^ HNTen&sv coatMscraj? wrrn ova Indian £m- 
** ^as : AdJh so aac 1 impsbsss» wrrn 

« TH«jtra|f*B Of This FJlOaOSmOK**fH4T X AM 
V]Utl»ABBO TO OSetAKS# that At- 

« irH0«f«iH Tfis west s^jiMAtioX QV Air East 
€jhttitnY tttoentpBn raoM mxtvY 
‘‘''.ooMisaiieiAt <mi«HosaATtONS^itlit MAoNranos 

vHnaa mss Eass^ Iwoia 

** ‘ tw»ssptMrsiit - tww ^motrewni. 

iscmmtn^pmtm JNiATaa^UiS to eamrpvtfos 
« *|y DfiKD vontftfHm that ^e motor 
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ienance of the mottopoi^ of the East Xndta 
** Company* i* even more inrparkMt to tke po^ 
liticcU uUereste of the Siate^ than it is Po the 
‘^^commerdal interests of the Compemt/^-"* 

A 

My Lord Castloreagh’s opinion in the de- 
bate on the Indian Budget, 18th JiiJy^ IB06, 
was as follows ; “ It seemed^ koToeoer, 

*' to describe the Company's commerce as car-^ 

" ried on at a toss. To ia>kat precise extent it 
'*■ might be pro-^aUe, qfier preidding a UhrM 
“ dividend to the proprietors, might beta rmiier 
“ of more difficult etdeeUation, and must, like 
all comp ftcUd rmiUs, be in its nature Jim- 
tnattn^ ia reasoning Upon this brandt 
** cf the Company's effedrs, the w&rihat 
man, {hir, Irimep) must ematdish smrat 
prdmbksry faetSt hfore he cam to 
pmsuaeke^iWlitm^nP that &u. commendat 
eddkmce'ofdte Cotfi^faay iatoba tmsideped 
mefiefy as graumh af mretmUk prqfit* Me^ 
ff W10 <!«, ^epeami 0 dim dhat hedidtMe 
maufd be 0 Ukdi^ ta carry emstmd&y ike 

*f 0 wmeih sffch mdrade Is vherc the 
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** &t^gcht’gs liPt mif ilManf, 

** Be m^t 

** Ibe prtpiarcdio M*petGi^ •which 

*“ must ^ hilittttiHei'wlth respiet'fh the'^u- 
** tidus %jfinence 0fg prospeHtp V/ Jn^la, 

Whkh mi0 he tht oomeqitmx ofm •wueteadj/ 
*^md meiguat d^arii Jbr iheir produce, he- 
^f&rt he cOitewpetA to mitfs PuHimdent that 
** an iuteroouretf petfiktlff a^estraiikd, iipre- 
**feTt6ii£ ^‘ihot quWjied intetmuriie, parAtf 
*^^f¥ee <B«# purU^ ^i^dHctedt •which now pre- 
** t(d^. " If 1^ osininer, that In^vtduots hjj 
^ ilaixg' Mfefisr iiseriptfy» of Hmnage, 

^ iuM cirhff m ihe iruie at kjw e;cptw^ 

** etmi^quimtitj eti gre'atcr ptiifitj'he'‘ihh^^he 
** shew*" tlmi PiU% noi 

•* ihybkc^g tktfkiffkrme^ ^ffhil'rtpam on the 
•* pmSitCfhfgf auS&Dpemtve 

" ties- 

h Wme 4tf ^uk iH (S&mptm^a 

wShk sa c>w|wiN^lls!^ 

*'f pi^ri iHxhh 

** 0^, mdib 

khei 

*• Be htfki i*f thtif ttieh W 



qf Coat^ny^ «0if2ef 
" bA Jctjft vp fiihemt a tgaojih^ 

*‘Jied ipmqji^ki;^W a i»4*« 

^nt^ecgs$at:if 4^ tfte^pp^iced fnV<?»c€ 
« 0 / ibe,pOf^pa^^ mid ^ mmaj^emeta^ qf 
*' /argc terriHniQl rjivaim», ladien boiJt in. peace. 
*' and ^a>m/imdaf»qe/ be trmferr^ through 
*^the^ipu:0m pf^pmtfHeqee from, India ta 
Uvrope^ MV/if rpm Burap^j^ 

'' miM id&o^i^bcw* before he^eaa^ estqJdifih that 
“ the fnie^t qfihe mmt^l^vrer at Itfomtiia 
*' aUerestif^^'a, eucb jC/taff 

" epeaukUor* la^pld be dkpased. put 

British marntfaetmee^ even at eomci^^fa 
ihf CUmptmgp have doju^ or 

*" there bt afi^o 0 et^,l 4 ttdt ta.the amoft^ 

** deecrif^i^ m poet 

*' **#P» Wm, «*¥# *4^^^ 

« hope 



( Private Trh4e ), tb which (he tror* 
jf* thjK Alderman, somewhtit out of iime, had 
** hecu soliiilouA 1o jpokti the )attiittlon of the 
Committee.** ' • » < 

‘ ' *11)6 here mentipnei^, my L\>rtl, 

go directly to state that the Trade and Go- 
vernment' of India are interwoven, and ought 
not to be separated : and the Select Com- 
mittee of the House of Commons on Indian 
A^its,^n J^uly, 1812, reports as follows, viz. 

The Committee, after dedaring that they 
' fdt It a^ part of them duty to offer aome ac- 
count 'of ihe nature and history 6t the ex- 
tensive establishment for the intimal ad- 
' ministration of Indm^ trutit that such an 
** account wfft 'V^ acceptable tokhc House, 
** ndl^nly as ihevtliig thfe importance and 
iitlllty ^ of the estabnshmenis themselves, 
** to the welfare and order 'country, 
** but as evincing . the mremiiiing anxiety 
has fnfveuec^^ )^Jforls ^ie to 
**wMoin Ihe ^o'pA^et^^af^our'Th^im pos- 
** seskions has Uen consigned, to estabUeh a 
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" s^fstem of achninistration best coicvlaled to 
profwte the cQi^idmce, and coneUiate the 
feelings qf the pattve inhabit ante, not less by 
a respect for their oim institutions, than inf 
the endmoour gradually to mgrafi upon 
them, such Unprotetnents, as might shield, 

“ und^" the safeguard of equal lam, every 
class of the people from the oppressions of 
power, and communicate to them that sense 
" of protection and assurance of justice, which 
** is the gficUnt spring of all ptddif pro^^ty 
and happiness.’* 

I 

it pos^He ior opinions to be expressed, 
more decidedly, and in lan^Sge less am- 
biguous than those herenqaoted f They, are 
such opinions^ my X*Qrd> as I thrust will jbear 
the Company out, in the firm stand wl^lob 
they are obiJtged to in defence pf their 
liberties and interest,, as well as ^ose of 
their country. 

My ypu hate duty, to perfbm of 
no common nature ; tpti have to stem the 
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torrent of po{)ular clamor^ incfcascs 

in proportion as its exorbitant demands are 
opposed; yctt ha%e a duty to perform to 
your eountryj 'which is paramount to any 
other consideration, tt is utterly impossible, 
my Lord, that any man deliberating, calmly 
on the subject can form an erroneous opi- 
nion : it is not a temporary relief to His 
JMajesty’s Tre^ury that can justify an acqui- 
esence in an ill-founded demand ; common 
^reason forbids us to renounce a real and 
practicable good, in favour of a theoretical 
advantage » so 'must a sense of duty command 
your londiitipj^ .imt to leave the interest of 
those who' have an equal well-founded claim 
to the protedtioa of the Legialahitre, and on 
irhom the ,eiift|doynienf and subsbtence of 
thousauds^ and the eXktence of millions de- 
pend^ to the uni^tabi issue of SnscumitioN 
and Eersax'iisittt 

the ebaiuctmr of die Ifaiieda of India 
teqahm thcamt f^w «» 

in Umm' i^WtMrg M tlMlr anaeh- 



to established opinions. It has 
been truly observed by a veneroHe Governor 
of India^ the touch of chance, or thb breath 
of opioioo, might dJ^lve the British power 
in India.*' 

Would not the Natives of India, in the 
event of the annihilation of the Company’s 
power, look upon them as the actors of a 
day, instead of continuing to feel towards 
tliem that respect whwh they at present 
entertain. It could not be explained to 
them, nor could they comprehend how a 
conqueror conld experience the vicissitude 
of being reduced to nothing, by a mandate 
from a foreign land ; they would conceive 
the power which had sent such a mandate 
equally fleeting and dissolving in its cha* 
racter. • ' 

I must requesst your Lordship will permit 
me to oBbr you siy most aincere apology 
for the liberty I have tajkr^ in thus addressing 
you I and l»do spaire yi^lrtjr Lordihip, X should 
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have congfati^lated my country had you not 
been placed in that situation which has made 
It, necessary forme to trespass so long on 
your Lordship’s valuable tittle. 


LONDON;, 

»th February, 181S. 


ijr WUUmm i«»Aar«h»#rw», /.•)«<»». 
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THE LATE LORD MELVILLE 

AND 

MARQUIS WELLESLEY, 

UPON 

AN OPEN TRADE TO INDIA, 


Extract ./ro??? Lord Melvili.f,N Letter lo the 
CoLRT or DiiircTORs, doled tie ‘Id April 
1800 . 


In the first place, I sot out ■with disclaiming 
being a jiirty to tiio.^e opinions, wliich rest 
upon any general a+tacK of the monopoly of the 
East-lndia Conniaii}, either as to the govern- 
ment or coinmerc'' cj’ India* My 'Oiithnents, 
in that rc>-|>ect, lenuiin exactly the same as they 
were when 1 moved the rene-wal of the Charter, 
in 1793; and, if an> thing, I am still moie 
confinned in the principles I brought forw'ard at 
tliat time. That a direct interference by do* 
\ eminent in the affaire of necessary for 

a 
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tlieir stability and uniformity, I am more and 
more convinced; but that the ostensible form 
of government, with all its consequent extent 
and detail of patronage, must remain as it now 
is, I am persuaded -w'dl never be called in ques- 
tion by any, but those who may be dispo>-ed to 
sacrifice the freedom and security of omr Consti- 
tution, to their own personal aggiandizement 
and ill-directed ambition ; I remain equally 
Satisfied, as to the propriety of continuing a 
monopoly of the trade in the hands of the East- 
India C!!ompany» Those who maintain the re- 
verse, appear to me to be misled by general 
theories, without attending to the peculiar cir- 
cumstances of the trade they are treating of. 
Viewing it, even as a mere commercial question, 
I believe this proposition to be a sound oik’ ; 
and i-ytlic trado were laid open, the supposed 
advantages thence arising are at best vciy pro- 
blematical, and would certainly be very preca- 
rious and short lived. It is, howc'ver, totally 
to forget the Question, to treat it as a mefe 
commercial 'one. 'Ehe same principles whic-h 
prove the necessity of the present ioriji and 
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taode of Indian govemiuent, evince tlie neces- 
sity -of the monopoly of trade. The Govern- 
ment and the trade arc interwoven together, 
and \vc have only to recur to a \ery lecent 
experience, to Icai’u the immense advantages 
which have flowed from that connection of' 
Government and trade. By the commercial 
ca2)ital of the Company at home, acting in con- 
nection with the public revenues under their 
administration abroad, thej^ have mutually aidejJ 
and athninistered to the wants ol‘ each othci> 
and tlie result has been, the fortunate acliieve- 
ment of those brilliant cv ents, upon the success 
of which depended the existence of the Govern- 
ment, the territorial wealth, and the trade of 
India. 

If it be true, that the trade to be carried on 
by the East-India C'ompany of necessity, 
be limited by the extent of tlioir capital, the 
natural question is, — what is to become of tlie 
remainder of* it ? Is it to be left exclusively to 
foreign nations, or is the monojioly of the Com- 
pany to be so modified in the exercise of it, as 
-do open tills surplus market to the capital of 
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British subjects? This 4s a mere question of 
policy, to be decided on principles of expedi- 
ency and sound discretion, upon a due attention 
to all the considerations which enter into the 
discussion of it And although nothing could 
be more invidious and impolitic, ilian to attempt 
to apply tlie principles of colonial exclusion to 
other independent nations, nothing ceitainly 
can be more just or natural, than tliat those 
nations who trade to India, should trade tliere 
on their own ci^pitals ; and that the capital Of 
the Bi itish subiccts, resident in India, should be 
brought home to this country, in the manner 
most beneficial to their own interests and to tiiat 
of the mother country, W'here it ’fe desirable all 
that capitivl siiouid ultimately settle, 'fliis j)ropo- 
sition, then, clearly points out the true approJA’ia- 
tion of the surjdugiprodcce of India. When I 
state tiiis, I ilhi, at the same time, free to declare, 
tliat I totally disapprove of attempting to ac- 
complish this by penal restrictive statutes. AH 
such ever have been, and ever will be, migatoty, 
when resorted to for such a purpose. Trade 
peyer can be regulated or directed by any otha’ 
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certain rule than the interest of tiioseconesimed 
in it. But it is so much the interest and natural 
bent of a British subject to send his fortune to 
that country wfeich gave him birth, and where 
he means to close his days, that nothing but the 
most unnatural and impolitic restraints can sug- 
gest to him a desire to do otherwise. 

But, obvious as this principle may appear to 
be, it requires accurate attention, in the appli- 
cation of it to the subject in question. If I 
am asked, whether, in stating, this principle, I 
mean that the trade to and from India, in the 
jpomujon Use of tlie terras, ought to be free 
and open to all His Majesty’s subjects In India ? 
1 answ er distinctly in the negati^ e. Tlie natuix* 
of I he Indian manufacture, and tlie immemo- 
rial habith oi‘ the manufacturers, cxeiude the 
praqiical application of so^dchnile a principle 
to tlie export trade from ludki. The manu- 
facture of the finer and more valuable fiibricks 
of India have always been produetd by ad- 
vances from tlie Government, on individuals, 
from whose behoof tiiose labricks are manu- 
factured } and if the dealing with those manu- 
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fiicturers was to be laid open to the uncontroled 
cxnnpetition of every individual, the consequence 
would be a boundless scene of conl'usiou and 
fiaud, and ultimately, the ruBi of the manu- 
facturers themselves. It is unnecessary for me 
to detail this part of the subject at any length, 
because it is so clearly and ably explained in a 
letter from Lord Cornwallis to the Court of 
Directors, dated the 1st November 1788. 

It is immediately Connected with the observat- 
tions last offeicc^ to consider, by what agency 
is the trade of individuals in India to be carried 
on? But from what I have already stated cm 
the former point, y<»u will anticipate my opi- 
nion on this; namely, that no 'agent should 
be employed in India, or permitted to reside 
there, except with the licence of the East-India 
Company, a*ld sul^pc^ to the control ofj^such 
fieguktions as the habits, prejudices, and trade 
of the country may render expedient. In 
addition to every other consideration, arising 
out of tlie peculiar nature of the trade and 
inmmers of the country, tliere is one decisive 
^^pujnstanee agaiftst the tolerance of cveiy nn* 



OPSilir TRADE TO lEDIA. fT 

licensed adventurer in -India. It would rapiSy* 
though insensibly, lead to the settlement and 
colonization of the worst kind of adventurera 
taking a root in (hat countiy, than which there 
could not be a more fatal blow to the perma- 
nency of tile British power and pre-eminence m 
India. No principle ought ever to be tederated 
or acted upon, that does not proceed on the 
basis of India being considered as the tempo- 
rary residence of a great British Establishment, 
for the good government of tlje country, upon 
steady and uniform principles, and of a large 
British factory, for the bem-ficial management 
of its trade, u]>on rules applicable to the state 
and manners of the country. 

From these premises the conclusion I draw if^ 
that the siuplus produce of India, bej’ond what 
the appropriated capital of East-India Com- 
pithy can bring home, should be considered as 
the means of Iranslerring tlie fortunes of the 
•servants in India toCreat-Britain \ andfliat the 
'commerce should be managed there, either by 
the* parties themselves interested in it, or by 
their agents, acting lihdor tljje license, and sub- 
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jecttothe controul and regulations of the East* 
I ndia Company. ^ 

Tlie question which naturally follows is,— by 
what mode of conveyance is tliat trade to be 
brought home ? I answer, by the lndia>built 
[Ripping. 

In some of the many speculations I have heard, 
anu the publications I have peru''Cd on tliis sub- 
ject, it is usual to ask, in a lone of complaint, 
if it is not unjust and unfair, that the merchants 
and shippinrr of this countiy, otlier than the 
shipping of i!ie Easv-India C<il^pany, should be 
excluded from a parlicipatiou of tliat trade, 
which is allowed to the subjects of foieign na- 
tions ? 

The statement, at first sight, may appear 
plausible; but when cxjmmod to the bottom, 
it has no '■solidity, vin truth, it is only another 
mode of objecting to the monopoly of the East- 
India Company. If th^ re arc reasons of sound 
4[>olicy, why tlie Lcgi.dat are has decided that 
-tlic Indian trade shotdd be earned on by a mono- 
-poly, it is because, \ie^.'ing tlie interests of the 
^blic as one aggregate, it is of opinion, that 



OKEjr TRADE TO UrDIA. 


9 


iftoHe interests are T)c«t cared for by that mode 
Ijf conducting the trade. Those, therefore, •who 
state this objection, being themselves part of 
that whole, areT in common with the rest of 
his Majesty’s subjects, reaping the beifeftt of 
that influx of national wealth and capital, which 
the £ast-India trade, so conducted, brings into 
the national stock. They cannot, therefore, 
more than others, because their occupation hap- 
pens to be that of merchants or ship owners, 
complain of being injured by the means whidi 
the v/isdmn of ^rliament has devised, for in- 
troducing that flow of wealth into the kingdom. 

The case is totally different "with regard to the 
subjects of foreign nations. Tliey are not tim 
objects of the care of the British Legislature; 
neither are their interests, at all, in the "view of 
its g;iovisjons. They reap no benefit, but the 
reKersc, from the growing wealth and prosperity 
of the British Empire ; and therefore arc, in tO 
respect, on a footing of comparison with any of 
the subjects of tliis country, to whom the fi- 
Btraints of the Company’s Charter, for the reft- 
Rons already assigned, do with peitffect 



10 


onxioxs ON AN 


apply. Another turn is given to this objectiaD^ 
in the mouth of the same objectors j and it if 
asked, — ^why, at least, should not tlie Merchants 
and Ship-owners, subjects of his Majesty, resi- 
dent in Britain, have the same indulgences 
which are contended for by his Majesty’s sub- 
jects, resident in Lidia? The answer is phiin 
and conclusive, — that in contending for this in- 
dulgence to the British subjects resident* in 
India, I am contending for a material national 
interest, which in no other than this, that their 
fortunes, capitals created in Jj^dia, should be 
transferred i'rom that country to this, in a manr 
ner most benedcial for themselves and the king- 
dom at large, in place of being transferred, 
through tlie medium of commerce, by foreigners^ 
and thereby adding to the w'calth, capital, and 
navigation^pf foreign countries. 

It might be proved, if necessary, that- the 
oiily eflect of giving such an indulgence to the 
merchants resident in this countiy, would be a 
temptation to withdraw a part oi the capital of 
the country from a more prolitable trade, and 
more beneficial application of it, m order to di- 
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Vert it to another trade, les*; profitable to them- 
selves and less beneficial to the })ublic. Without, 
therefore, one single reason, cither of privatb 
justice or public policy, it wot'.ld be introducing 
a rival capital in India against the remittance 
trade of the East-Tndia Company, and in com- 
petition likewise with those individuals, whose 
capitals, by the proposed indulgence, it is w'ished 
to transfer to Great-Britain. 

The export trade to India can never bt 
extended, in any degree proportionate to the 
wesiTth and po'piiflation of the Indian Empire j 
neither can the returns upon it be very profitabl# 
to individuals. Those who attend to the man- 
ners, the inanufaclnrc;', the food, the raiment, 
the moral :nid religion . i indices of that coun- 
try, can Ik at no loss lo trace the causes, why 
tlu5> proposition lUiist a tru'* one. The im- 
jiortance of that iinuK'ii'e ihnjjire to this coun- 
try, is rather lo be estiim'cd i)y the great annual 
addition it makes to the 'vealth and capital oi 
fl'C kmgdom, than by rny ctnitient advantages 
wlncli the ]nanufac^llre^ of (he country can de- 
rive from the con.-uvnption of the natives ol 

V 
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}LD4ia. I not mean to,^y, that the export# 

* 

tcom this c»t|mtry to India havie been vtry 
fK>Qsid»ahIy increased of late yiears) and I 
jnskfe no doubt, that, from recent ckcumst^in^ 
ibey may be still considerably increased. Bu| 
^ prospect, from the causes I havie already 
referred to, must always be a limited one ; and 
^ am positive, that the shipping and exertion# 
of the East-India Company, joined to the fe** 
tonied cargoes of those ships who bring home 
^ private-trade of India, is more than adnt 
gOate 1» Any present or futur^f increase <#ex; 
port trade, that ithis country can look to upo# 
«py xational ground of hc^. 
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^TMCT Lem from Miiw^uig 

' to the CouEx OF Djefctoes, dpte^ JFor$ 
JViJlufm* fhe Sept^ber 1800. 

(Pgx. 4.5.) T^E interests of the (^ompmy 
OJSd of the British Nation ore undividod jwi4 
inseparable, with relation to this imp<Ml;aof 
g))0gtion* Every principle of justice and p^dicy 
donpwds the cxt«i;sion of the pipiost prpcticshle 
ifliiility to the British merchants in India, fojr, 
the export from India to the port of London 
the largest possible pioportion of the manufac- 
tures and produce of India, not required for the 
Com^ny’s investment. Such advantageous 
tfnn&of freight, and such other benefits should 
he to the British merchants in India* as 
should not only remove every inducement to 
conduct the trade through foreign channels, but 
should enable the British merchants in India tp 
enter into a comp, m, in the markets qf 
|;jiro|».n, with n^ifchjfflts ttadijJIt in ^oods qf 
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similar produce or manufacture, provided by 
foreign caj^itab 

To foreigners the indulgence ^nay safely be 
textended, of purchasing, with their own ' capit^, 
such part of the manufactures or produce of 
India, calculated for the European or American 
markets, as may not be cmbi'accd by the capital 
employed in the purchase of the Company’s 
investment, and of the cargoes of the British 
merchants resident in India. 

Were the British merchants in India permitted 
to provide their own tonnage, as occasion might 
require, every reason exists to justify a belief, 
that they would soon possess themselves of near- 
ly the whole (.-f the private cxjjort trade from 
India to Europe, and would render London the 
universal mart for the mauufactiircs and produce 
of Asia. ' ** 

If the capital of the mfrehauts in India^ find 
the remittance of the fortunes of individuals, 
should not supply funds sufficient for the conduct 
of the whole private export trade from India to 
Europe, no dangerous consequences could result 
from applying to this branch of commerce, ca* 
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drawn directly froin the Britii>li.Empireiii 
Europe. ' 

, Beueficiid (^onseqiu'uces, of the utmost im- 
portance, would certainly result to the British 
I^tnpire in India, from any considerable increase 
of its acti^ e capital, which is known not to bear 
a just proportiou to the productive powers of the 
country. 

Tlie necessary eilect of such an increase of 
active capital in India, would be to augment lire 
produce and mamdactures of }our dominions 
to the full extent of any possible demand. The 
high rate of interest on money applied to mer- 
cantile purpo'ies, anti the charge of tiie public 
debt, would be coiise'juenll^ diminished in In- 
dia ; w'hile every source, both of public and pri- 
vate credit, would be proportionably improved. 
No |ii)S8ibility appears’ of any injurious conse- 
quepjps resulting to the British Empire in Eu- 
rope, from an event so advantageous to India, 
It cannot be supposed, that the private trade of 
India tvill ever absorb any portion of British 
capital, which can hnd more advantageous em- 
ployment at home, » 
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ipttkai of Brttish daqlM 
ipiloyed in 4he American, or Portugtte^e, 6t 

trade tridi ftniiac, the geherd ifitetesta 

•*« 

«f Gteat'Britam trill tmqueaticffldbly' tee frV>. 
fflfoted, by intithfg, ondef iiicfeased Sitv^afi. 

the ap^hc^tiooi of* the same ^nds td the 
Wide of the private British merchants, resident 
within the Company’s dominions. 

Pifom whatever source the capital of the 
private British trade in India might be deriVecT, 
due goods wotdd be obtained in India, undet 
the same wise, humane, and salutary regula- 
riods, now enforced, with respect to the pro- 
vision of every article of produce or manufacture 
in diis country, either by the Company or te^ 
. the private merchants. , Great-Britain woutd 
enjoy all the advantages of that trade, which 
is now a soiurce of wealth and strength fX> 
foreign nations, and which tends ultimaitely td 
loaCrodtiCe foreign intrigue, to establish foreign 
infiaence;, and to aggrandize foreign potver iA 
jEticha* 

It wmdd be equally nnjtut and unpoHticr ter 
extend any focUi^ to the trade of the 
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in India, by sacriftcmg oac hazdrtibng 
the Company's rights or privilege^ 'by injuiliig 
its commercial interests, by admitting an 
criminate and unrestiained commercial mter- 
course between England and India , or by de* 
parting from any of the fundamental principles 
of policy, which now govern the British Estab- 
lishments in India. The Icmg cst^lishment of 
the Company’s factories in India, the skill of its 
servants regularly educated for the conduct <£ 
those factories, the habitual confidence of the 
manufacturers in the good faith and integrity 
of the Company, have secured to tlie Company 
£0 decided a superiority in the provision of the 
most valuable articles of piece goods and raw- 
eilk, that no private merchant, by any prao* 
ticable reduction of freight, can be enabled to 
rival the Company in those important articles of 
its investment. 

The plan contained in the advertisement of 
the 5th of October. 1798, afibrds to the mer- 
chants every necessary facility for the conduct 
<rf the private-trade* from India to England, 
Habile the important principles of thie trade and-* 

D 
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government of India are preserved from hazard, 
and sufficient precautions are provided against 
ail the dangers justly apprclicnded from an un- 
restricted commercial intercourse between Eng- 
land and India. 


LONDON : 

Pimtcd by £« Cox and Sun^ 
Great Queen btrect. 
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•PREFACE. 


The question, now at issue, brtweeti 

* 

his Majesty’s Ministers and the £ast India Cozq- 
pany, which fonns the «ui||||ect of the ^aSosnof 
pages, is one of the ^>gt«atest inaportance to the 
British Empire, that ol|ii pq|nhly be a^tatqd^ i|i 
the |Mreseo|fe state of ^ world. It is a (pux&Ont 
in the wIplPRitioo of dUidh too many minds cannot 
,be occupied, or loo many pens mnidoyed. 

The seHons, and to ni*hy tiie unexpected ttim, 
f^t^aoh the a^^ciation for die renewal of the East 

f a Cao^ny’s Charter has recently ti^lGxni tthMd 
! beep suffiment to roase^mkl to Ikllm^ereKy 
cting iqind, ea|i^le of apprBcliPlI the 
impoitmice of ^,||ah|ectimi( between 4i|n 
'4d Britain. 

h 



^ ^ i!ri0i ot}ien,t '(vljo faav<; ' leveling;* 

'«^:^ CQtiaeoted with India, mj minft* 

been d^^ly ii||pressQ(} with ^ naiisdbievoua, 
ra^er,. 1 slicmJd say, the ruinous tendency «f 
n^asures'' contemplated, and now, a^ar^otily, 
^t^^^ioed OB, by lu$ Me^csty’i Idhusters. Be* 
'jl'j^^ng the matter^ m dispute, as by no meane 
of % commercial natnre ; bnt rather of a mixed 
character, principally compounded of considerations 


of justice, policy, and e;:!j|pedieucy, upon which all 
men of ^omiuou observation, aud some knowledge 
of iudian affairs, may form a correc t judgment j 


t have, upon this ground, and presuming upon 
the expaience acquired m the course of several 
voyages to India, and ’’o^^jjSpme residence there, 
ventured to arrange my ^thoughts on the 8nti)dch> 


and to submit them to th^ public. ^ 

From the iftetms of the last official documents, 


which have transpire^, it is difficult to considef 
the negociation, between Ministers and the Fast 


India Con^anj^, otherwise than terminated} Or 
tWt contending parties have nut finally tak^ k 

W BuclsinghaHit'ff!^ . 


in his Better cf Pecewli^r 

unequivocally announcea the detenuinatioa of his 



^ Jmik ^ 

Majepty’f m tlif ^itCKi^ 

ilf iftying Oj^n tlia tV%de ^ 

tlwr 0ill>p«rlfi of this KiugdoiTn«-*“ it ^ for bn# 
Coiiut of Prc^riotorrf to dei^e, wb(H9iilr thdlif 
own interests, as well' as those of the QamerDt:i&'’ 
piinniOns depending' upon them, both at !)on^ adli 
abroad, can lUt be preserved by their rejetliiiA 
of, 6r acquiescence in, those conditions, npon wM^ 
ulme, consistent With Iheir 'public duty, his Ma* 
jest’s €k>vernment onn submit a propost^n to 
Parliament, for the rciie'iigpl of the Charter.”* 

Tn their reply, dated the 3(Hh December, the 
Chairmen of the Court of Directors repeat in the 
foliowin^ terms their determination, already so fire* 
qttently declared, to ma^tain the rights olt theif 
Constituents: But prepared' as wc «4a}l be, if 

Jorefd into this situation,^ ^ maintain the rights axm 
claims of onr Constituents, <we must yet express our 

t j/ r 

hope, that the Company 'wiB npt Be redaded to the 
hai^d alternative, of thus having to contend for ail 
that is dear to them, W to accept a charter, on 
tet^s which vriB nut enable them to ^tecute ^ 




eagMceWf V bq yn tfsWga ftrmrc 
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|P^'**'fl^i|||pffii^ation. U&M ‘HttckiiiglmHiditrell m A 

i^r, cmablj the most estraoi^har^ a|K' 

|lf aired itt Ihe cours^f this ihid which 

ijild* probably escape becomingr the subject of 
j^hm^Sds ibliinadvhrsions,'' replies thtd ** it will be 
iN'Y'&fliainent to determine, whethsll^lhe nation is, 
’^is respect (the existence Of the present Indian 
system,) without an '^kliortfotive $ o* whether, if a 
chaagfe of system should bt^ rendered becessary 
Utedemion of the East^adm Counpanyt tbeasures 
might not be taken for c^iening the trade, and at 
the sanem time prOTl4uig Ouch an administration of 
the Oovemment of India as might be fodad com* 
ptUUtk mtH thi itkeivs^ ^nd 'se^taHty of the BriUsh 

CoHstituiim.'* 'f has not’ld^ght fit 

V * ' /»0 3 t 

■ ■ " ■■ " ' 

* Vide P<yMr« dtgittiatitn/tT s iWmiri; e/tkt 

Eat .fiwfiiiMUipm/ssSStwisc j)^ p. 170, 

0 t t*|Wl lord Eodtin^hOiMdiirdt Letter, dieted Januartf 4, 

1819. Hid, p, 183. — In the pamgrapli pmsediog the last, be 

SS|]», <** It 'Obvertaaent of lOdk cSotnM be eanM ob pkh 

^ ffabiCinilfitiithbi, ssMpt tfatbitgfa tfae wtsMafioa of tlie 

) pro|Msifi6as of tbs'Cbart «# Dfif^ntoSI^ wb 

DHtst nacwitiiibii^i^ admitted;/* is i 

Ap»'WWp l)NB9Hi||A iPWWlml fWIKfAIIORd I 






)Aciir. 


t 


mMfen 


this (5o^pgj^j^,jwglit 
l»e«^ect«4 vtnyitmi^n he 
whieh Mhihlteiipt h«|,ve chosen to peMst in 
termination of , opening |^e Trad^ |o ^ 

Ont-ports. The , pompous proposition; oni^which 
thoy seem to lean >vithso much confi:^^|pe;^^ com> 
[daceac||||thnt *' Ihe Merchants of t}usc()|j|i|^ have 
a sulmtantml clajipi to as much liberty ^ ^de as 
they csm eiyoy^ ffUhout ^ury to ot,hor mportaM 
natUmal mtexesta^ can here have no meaning; {dnce 
the quantum of ^a^berty, which may be extended 
to them on this gi^nd, is precisely the question at 
issue. It has been demonstratively shewn by the 
Coprt of Pirectors, and certainly they are in this 
case a much more cympn^nt authority than any of 
j|hpir^ opponents^ nO^y^en excepting lii^B|tajesty’s 
Ministers; that Merchants of this country al* 
r>eady eiyoy as much of thajt liberty, as is compatible 
with the other iWfioEtaBt asttional interests c(»ft> 
totned. And do these Ministers appr^end thsi 


I, .ln ^ii II»I t ll lU X,! 

Shia0 of Pinsdb«rs, that is q<n. founds in sbjct justice, 
Wmtl policy, wd owpdpitioimt smfjflfeig fi«^ beldmmed by 
the Icghlsfesjre. .O^fte present aiecad« m ji | jttj^^ ewwdi k 
has hsda in apha®diijjyiao^isach> a Mis||^w|^ seeined ^ 
tfeWfdisdits smtiaae tifiiif dapsads. 





Vi , 

jqstice to the BliMt India, Comity t 
nl privileges ^longing td 

tbe'^'itt^l^abiKty of tlieir property, d^ ^not a ,, 
parf,* an^ a very essential |i|art of *hc^ “ jimportilOt , 
nai^onal interests ?" If they do entertain such 
timents, it is high lime that they ^ould he na* 

^ ^ 4 X 

deceived. ^ 

It hi^ been rendered evident to the meanest Ca< 
pa^ty that an extension ^of tbeIil)|r^of tfo^eio 
India, such as is now contended for;, is not only in- 
compatible with the best inte^^ of the ^p^islji. 
Empire; but that it would prove the iminjediatc 
ruin of those individuals, who are most vociferous 
, in its favour. Consequently, could it for a moment 
be believed that the gi'atificaiion of those petitioners 
was thb real motive, whic^^^lSiii^ His Maji^y V 
ministers ^ ^inrsist in the meas!|i||| of laying cI^b 
t||ip trade to India from die o^ports, they would 
irmemble tbeindisjl>0at nur^ who, in order to ap. 
pMflie a froward child, should pnt into its hands 
« 0 fUe dmrp, <W pointed inshrumeut, ofi whidi the drst 
nm it dUnM make mi|bt be to ^ound itself. But 
1 &n hi|g|jy idd be undmtatiug their abij^ks. ' 
To "have that the E||iat/|^ia 

or p^SftifM 





ni 


lilHfb 9Af iviih^ M e^oiva^il^la^srl^ 

« jrti*(i|^e, «aitetider Whai they consider ^ ](ey 
to al) th^ir'firivileges, woii^d be to «t*g^e » greater 
want of pen^tratioD la His Majesty's miaisteRV 
can perltaps be fairly imputed to thei& ^l|'a9M»s 
much mdH probable that they had anticipated, and 
were desirous of the result, winch has 

actnaliy happe&ed, with the view of creating a p(e> 
text for transferring to themselves the whole power 
and patronage of and by these means of re> 

taming their ministerial situations for life ! 

Tim transfer, to the crown, of the power and pa- 

H 

tronage, incident k> the government of sixty millions 
of the inhabitants of which could fai| to 
enabm its servants tooro%ommodiously to gule rix- 
teen bullions of Bniash-born subjects at, home, ap- , 
pears to be the grand measure, W wlach the minis- 

I# ♦ VA • ’ f C' 

rors of the Tiince ftegenf^ propose to effect a 


(1 • t » 


Vf 




* ^It b somewhat reantrlmble. that Lord ^pa’C^jiqsNwndsb^ si* * 
thonlbf^iie generally designates bimself and his rolleaf;aaa*'£Kf 
Mi^ettj^tgemramtmt/’ whenever he mjeslk^ 'gg |||||^p eCttliariy 
hard up^ Bast India Compai^y, 0^ tbd 
0/ JtS^ ijHgh^m tht JPrhsce JR 

tMim far the the Sint fudia CmHgmit* awdlMlfw 

|Vd»i%w,p, lai, “w 


3 



vui MtsrMKi:. 

East s;at«iB» 

necesnufi' lhlig99.yt,**J^j^Si»^^a^ of ^ 1^ 
fiuMa Cooijpa'isy/* tbat shall be ** comj^ibte with 
the inteffsts and security of ihe British CoMtitn^ 

Bat fsodiament, it cannot be doubte^^inijb^ 
great question comes before thra^ will ti&e an en* 
Iwrfed and unbiassed^# of a^w^yj^nd ihitional 
interests involved in th^^^ntrover^. T|iey witt 
not, to gratify the blind or criminal ambition of any 
ministeBe* ^sader the India Cpinpaiiyjihi^ 

beMdespotled o£ their preperty^the Crown utiihi rererr ^ 
ifue,^ people of a of Ufey and t|m oaeiett 

ol'^d^^omV' 

jj; 

«|) iWaum t9ei|i^ 



COI^EQUENCES 


UkYlNG OPEN THE TRADE 


iisibiA, &c. 


JPrOM tiie establishment of the East India Coni'- 
pany, as temtmial sovereign in Asia, H has been 
the ftsual pracUcei previous to the introdonUon a 
Bill into Parliament, fo^ the fnrlher extension of the 
term of their exclnato^fellyfleges. that the ccnditioos 
upon which their Im hfcr was to be rcnetvM, and 
the principles upon the Indian empire waa to 
governed, should be made the ^hjeet of urange* 
tnent between the Ministers of tm €^wn, on the 
part of the Public, and the Court of Directors, on 
the purt of the East India Company. And these 
arrangements have generally undergone but few, or 
mumpertant modifications, in receiving' ||||p saW^ton 
of the BeaMatore. ^ 


By t^ great Extension of l(wr 4 tiwy^l|||yiKtease 


! of trade, wln<^ htve been |i!p>|liiswely efMitfe^ 
«mder i3m judkiod^j^nageaieAt ^ the 



tiim Heg«Uati 9 fis have, at each aoocess^ mtfiwn^r 
adlaional iiaportance. Siaee ^ Bill af 
1703, tSie fto^latKw, tha.tcrritoryf awl the cm- 
Daerce, nude# thajr junsdioiioD,'> hari^dweu woi'e 
than ’doubled: and the civil and military evtabliidi- 
man& bf their vast dotoiiuonK, ,as well ae the ^ be- 
tween them and tlie mther conntry^^^ve been 
aagmeBled in the wune ratio. Whdnm the^ is 
added die inuaense trade carffed oa bf\ the Com- 
ipai^ with the mpi^ of C^ij^ey f(dt» alto- 
gether the grandest and most st^udous, and it 
may. truly be said, the most singular, political, ami ^ 
commercial edifice the world ever saw. lu'^ts now 
l^ndid state, it is not oidy tb^ brighter; in 
the British Crown, but the fairest portion of the - 
Btidish emp»m Uow, then, are veto rharaeteme 
••naMsdre, wbidt imist obviowdy destiny the uoifgr 
td/them^noved system, winch our pes- 
teisienSM commerooihareH^ that periodHlsea to 
Mdh probity MwlsiileBdoid'^ By iiUpartiai men, 
and'inen of wxpgmtM!^ it will be viewed «a an t|| 
^ifiable WKpeTBent on the integrity and safety m 
the 'Brilisli empire ;-r-«n experiment made toe «t f 


leaanp ef peonhar pdfitionl perU; and rUuid (i( th# 
Mtni 0 d he Ibe real motirn), in merecpmfdiBMnt to 
whtoh do «Mte4bMa 

ice of popular 4isoontent^j^ kfw 
wtt tut# iiidnftiy, I 
: Mliiahi'hf >aofto iMneraiai pnM 

'Mi®**;-,!*'" 




Wilder |b««if «»i«itraitaiices, k mu§i be o^ijieeed 
ttuMt lbrtQiaete» *for tbe dtttitmf (<Mr £«ii^bkdiA 
Cecnpeiiy,’ and mate e«|ie^aU 7 ' fop tlioHe 
most aethro ^dttomng Pariiamenf^ for an anra* 
strained interoourse with lndia« that the tewamai ef 
the C^mpaE^'s Cotter did not oontn tindef 
onssion }w||||^r ; hat that a measure sodiighl^F) iae- 
portant interests the State has4Maa>dc»> 

I.yed, iintil d'fp'e «if«todoof, trfiid. .M 
been exited, am w ermn^s eoneiusfeina whieb 
had been formed, dioidd have time h» eidMi^e, ehl|e 
rectified by a pcrlifait lof the very able official oorreao 
pond, Hce, which has taken place between the Court 
of Directors and his Majesty’s Ministers on the 
Md>jact. « 

‘’At the various periods of the renewed of the4«fil4 
of the Company’s eacriusive privileges, and befhre 
the ijh#li^goveirument had’^daitmd 

ha prelim almost pi^illl^fori^ speocAiilre s«w 
tioits were afloat, tespeoting ^ «<nrt of nonstitutiiaift 
wMoh would hent sidt om Indim twrritories^ oaMW 
mtentlf'with the f^iritand proaeo^ihMi of our*owui 
Vartocis (dans were 4Sf<e0hrso projected*’ Soino were 
ftS* <^|H4r}«ig the Cdlhpany of ‘the ierritoifies, nttd 
teavhig’ tSldOi in ehdttuve posftesdett of the 
odiemilM’^’depriviffg them tf ihe^ 
thorn iif jg IjM iiWiBicm of fhe -1hkinthrioB.''<^HH||m noi^ 

ohfbe M s^W wlillpait isf 

ikh» ^ tWidehi 

‘ S 2 ' 



n^ | i |p , ikA 'M of' th« <|ti«^ion. Thef 

kj»vPlH Y6g1luri^' or iilt<|cff«)d to reg'^ tbo trade U 
|bdia as ti Woiopoly/ which, m 'jsresenrty 

JsrVery oentrai'y to the true sts^of the oase^ 
of %etii heve rejffesented it as ta losh^ trad^*; 
thid, wi^wti^ient iacoDsistency, hava ai;|iM:i|||ib 
ihdia Cotofm&y of selfishness, ^i^se^ing to 
plhs^h a lq|stng trade. higher degreo 

'''iidioo^teney, th|te hhi^M! ai |j||||ijSted the loost 
eager desire to paroeipate in t^j^ hsiiHf trade »" 
as if presuming themselves cj|pable, as individuals, 
Wi^Uf^ital and other advantages so greatly inlhriur 
tfa'die Company, of converting it into a pt'&fitaiM 
While, indeed, they aflect groonds of publto 
utility/ they shew, by the whole tenor of their 
^'ptosoning, that ^n seikirig to invad^ toe j^vdeges ^ 
of the Bast India Company,' they have no other vtew 
fallacious one, ift <dKs c^lse, Of IH'^||de gain. 


^l^t'^wad ueceswy' object to 
^ interests of the public, and of the East India Com* 
^any, as at V|||ij|iin6^*‘aii^'«tt0rly irreoM^tleaMb; 

their o^inirterests aS identified wit^tfaoee of 
' tile public, {t also happened that, m the coin}mra> 

^ tivedy eta^fnant state of coimmet^ aud m^nfacfutoa 
persons jmdM^tniii^iatel]|r sidferihg 
hhe droving men grttsping^at 
ii^to hail thd Wa <rfl!h6fettidB«tion,, 
mccltolre ffhviieg^, wad 
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^ ^ i«4i|brtiH^. In font) 

fiid^irii^ «n«{»p«!»,f||rwle» ftnd laia increi^il coiu^p 
Am«i iii BFrtid|LCominodi|l{!»in India^ suf 
tlrmp, tb€^^CiWQcm«d to concur. Igiwxrant of tjui 
chnraoterot^ieinhabitonts of Asia* tbc^ regppdod 
tlio iKignlated trado of tbo Comlmny* 

^ne j||i|vcated tbut iucreaj^ of cQpMiiQ|(||io|Kr 
braudoaitiUth the name of Monopol 3 f ; aadnsioed 
with the andmrity j^ ,Dr. Adam ^mith, they ^ 
dared all moi Mpp fe^ph. be imhchieTons* and* with 
that of ThomM^|aioo* tp E^^contrary Ito the ipc 
prescTJpiible rights ^ man. , 


The consequences of the admission of th«|^ 
^'^iples would go much farther* than those who have 
advaiicod them, to serve .parttculwr purposes, coulMi 
widu They would go tlie length of laying Ojpew 
the trade to l^dia to all tho'world. Bat we jshadl 
limit our reasoning tp'lhp boundaries of the Brituh 
empire.^ If, upou^the^pi^ciple of univ^H^^ht, 
the tr«9ie to Indie be laid o^n to tome par^ with 
what iustice can the same privilege be withhfld 
Skm ot^ parts of ^ Brithhd^iuQious? If it be 
an iah^ut right in the Mei-chantiOf Bristol, Iflveiv 
pod, and ^Glasgowv to trade with India, is it 
^t equity so in the inhabitants of the Orient^ a^ 
,Bhet)ana. Islands, of West Itldies and^^orth 
Amnnea? ,, H, A . i||4y ' 

^ To gi^ws aerionsty, <x at tei^^ against 
uidsenbstrad apd m aj ij ^icdtle ^Mfew^liKhere, 
nppreligni,, feq, 



»6*te to him 

1)f) |^»^^th(lf’|{ty; 0f h9fi^ wUd andiiriip^oe^ypisitbi!^ 
theinfialr^ hoa^ by noi^pmterirmgiilm 
quei^totty a»if it oaiy iavijj.fad ^e 

of ueB. The C<^nW Diieetow 
|iaV|||| «iDtiie,«KNfitraryi their Heonreepoiido 

wHI^ I4iahitors> ai^etl the case as ^ 

8tipj>ose(l to «d$»ct, in ' every grand vlhiip m .poliey 
Bltd-enpedieQcyi thauitor^Utof the nation at large ; 


eODfidierii 

pornt4«»« 


idaame 


BTs of tbei 


r isolated Cor- 
identified, in 


ail their relations, v^ith ,th^great body of Ihe 


,4 ||i^ IS a netario^<« faetihattdie trade to India, mifdd ' 
froj^heiug of the >nnturc a mono^ly, is ’olreaify 
as open and unrestrained as is coneisteut with just 
and rattOQjal of ^adiito'Utiiity. >^he tounage, 
under »ti« idea of ejctondingthe commeroe 
hoen iljpjnfepriated ^private 
tfador^i^iithe 3iU oiflL793, is four tinieaFgTealer 
them ha|S ever beten, einidted by those for whona it was 
hj^ded.^ OL^iyr0^!> thousand tons^llottod 
. parpcslillflllin'ii^ the last site yeaiwi^ysix- 

team .thoqaand (about >090 fi^iorth) were filled $ 
thonsapd^ tons to he^paidfior by 
ihe l|j|^pany, tn acoount of thoPohiio. ^ * * 

J0feroiiiil>dlofit»oly* »r i«B?oliticrestrudionston 




put to tils Wid lAiat too at ^ 

w0t>q««nkiie«||Utid emmSmia to 

pai}f^ 'i^'aa»J|pdbootiesft^ hiwsoif (MT. If 
tooiHi|re than the iawaHols, had heou* 
tbeiaiMaoiiimodati(Ai'of tbe>pfiP(iiet{«d6i*^ th^]i|)C^l 
MHKlt^i|of the « Company in other OViuctcu 

wtat th^ niipd have readily granted it. 

They 'did aotuall^^n s6vei*al'*"Orcaaipna’, alid^to 
private tradei^^lllp^lhdia^jievevAl tHo^sMftd tons 
morn than vtas^l^ed hy law: The faet^ Indeed^ 
is that although a oertain cpsantity of tonnage is 
specified by the act ot 1793, for the acooThBfH)j^|||ti6n 
hf the individual MerchhUt, it vv as far the diserition 
of the Court of Directors to have allowed ntOre, 
had it been required. ' 

Did they ||ot with the most cd^nrendable hht'H 
' ality, offer the County of Cornwall to export* anntt-f 
aJiy to i^ina, tw^ve hundred tons 
yree;* litWigh, were they^^nly to conif^t tlitdi^ 
own convenience, they dould inpply that taadeet 
with the^same nrtiele upon tftStter from vaiious 
parts ot^ttdia? Have they hot, a similar prin- 
ciple of aocommodatioB, imde 'an annual sderidiih 
of>£^dQ^O^,> for the special encouragement Of the 
woollen manQfticthrOs‘ of this coontiy? 

To oaU a 'trade, etj^udted ti|||||fi Ihc^^^ciptes, 
a monopoly^ is equally contrary^ reiHK and to 








la 





io Uw C«>mi>a«y1)«,ve wmxImp 

m^y, of tiiieir Qoiata«irce wlthibepn)l»lie« 

IThe prtjroSiciits wliich tkey h9v«, ai, various periods, 
]|iiii||i<|ie the 6totia« ^nxtn i768 w ISIS, amount to 
; or at tlie rate ojf one hundred ^ousa^ 
pounds, and upwards, aunually ;* to flUt nothing of 
the immense revenue arisitu^pin their well^refU'- 
latedtoad^’ ^ 

*< It is a solecism ,^hs has Wel^PIl and truly ob^ 
served by an eloquent Prop^tor of East India 
Eto^^t to call that trade a monopoly, which “ 
adsdits the whole country to a partnership in i0^ 
.eventual g«his; and which albws any Merchant, or 
Trader, to* export to or import from India, to an* 
extent copsider^ly ll^yond what |ps ever been 
claimed.” Thfft is not a monopoly, of which every 



the prices being left at the pleasure of the buyers; 
•md tbetr aBiom|LamHihtl{^'>]aid befoM** Puhament. 
The Pitot liH.4ffifonipany, m ihort, is not l' private 
Cetpora^, trading exclusively ; but the British 
iwimi) teadmg under legidative regulations to 
Ind||E 



, rfi iStf, i 




iting t1»e negoi^tOn,’ &c. p. 

h!t> s}ieibii‘deUVered sta Od 


my 

Hitftt thii C&Hiip«iij$f^w<KAd^b^ <litf«sed to 
gt«&.t«'caettfi<«^ vhjcb’tiOiW here aD^wTto, 
merely to haPbur tire mpnoed^ w to'^il to wbb 
tile toise itotiooii interest {iwrttoitiv de> 
8cri{iti<»i« of itret), had they «<ii ^inirerfid iiiq|ivei8, 
other soUrcre Ikas those of 4iou»» 
mereiol proflh for wishing to retein the exelastofi 
pnviteg'e of tiie to lodto ; ^^ttos alooif^ 

if I undcistao^l^'ipiher r ati tt, is whij^ the Cotiai* 
pany contend eSsetitialow only to the security 

of their China Tttij|p, bnt to the permanent eafety 
of their lodian Empire, rtey will, 1 aH af^ perw 
^luUletl, hare no objection to ihake the reitlior 
^ saentioe of allotting to the use of the pvivnte Me** 
(diants, as mnoh more tonnage, than was granted 
by the Act ^ ]703> as tin^e nt^ arise a d^and 
foi% « But surely, since this can be shevftn «o be 
essenttolihP the safety of their dotnmtons; <tiyk4iare 
h right^to expect that all to India «lu«m nwK 
timie to be canrred'ont to ships, under their ittttoe- 
ditto t^icoul, or exclusive to^^ir service. * <> 
Tlst^tiestioD, then, as it at pment stands, )hn« < 
tween, 1 ms Majesty's Mibitters iiuA the iihiist Indto * 


Ctonpan^, does nbk respect the exclusive prmlKgn 
of bnt the exclusive privilege of 

nod. divi^ itself tof|o three lHil|||||||Hi^ 
f 1. ^he admission of pr>,va.te^^» ||||^hQ.touie 

^ 3, Thohrndtotiii^fipiM^ .! 



3. The a^tnissbn of ships of burtheii 

itotA Ih^ trade. * ^ ^ ^ 

upon the scale, contempl^d^ in thp 
branch ’'of ife proposition, that l^d Mejville 
proposed^ the alterations in the Indian system of 
,trade^ s]j|Ould be carried into effect. Even on this 
comparfl^llpply limited scale, as at drst intended by 
his Majesty’s Ministers, the measure will appear to 
be more than Mifficicptly pr(^Dant with mischief ; 
while the benefits to^be eYp^i!^;i(b|n»n it, are, ac-^ 
cording to the acknowledgment wliord Melville 
himself, at least t>xtromely doubtful. But the two 
ulte||sior brandies, brought forward by the succe^^ 
of that nobleman, immediately after his retirement 
from the Board of Controul, arc peculiarly well 
dalculated io aggravate apd accelerate the evils, 
which would have been occasioned by the urigip^l 
branch in a smaller and a slower degree. 

proposg to consider in tbc^dlowiiig 
order: and to shew 

¥ h i i 

I. Tliat the establishment of an unlimited iii> 
.f^CTprse, hy .J^vate ^ilip^ with India^^ would 
^ ihevitably lean to the colonization of that country ^ 

' which coidd not lliut terminate m its separation from 

‘ \S,|That this intercourse^ .particularly if carried 
m fr<y 



ip of s|nall burthen, 
te Ifri-e^nty^ smuggbpg|ib 


j^racy.^^ipthgi Indian ^a| 
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injure tlie Con)putt)''s regular (nue to <bhio % ^,| 
that it would ^danger the permanency, or 
tile entire iutei^ptioii of the intercomwi ^Uh that 
couiitry, to* the utter deprivatKHi^ of an ^ article^ 
become es<K‘ntia] at least to the com^rts of the 
inhabitants of this country, if not an al 
<jessarybf life. 

S. That, ** at home, the public revenue would 
suffer an immeMe*' |i§ te, and the commodhies of 
India an alaiioInlPiy^^oratlgp, in consequence of 
the smuggling which would unavoidably ensue, and 
become with private adventurers a principp.! occu- 
(|^at!on, throughout the coasts of the Empire'!* ^at 
tkis loss would be farther enhanced by dip additional 
V expence of collecting the revenue at the ontporlp; 
and that the public would be disgusted by the legioas 
of Custom House officers, whom it would be ne-. 

w i ^ t ^ ^ * 

cessary to appoint for that ^ , . 

4. Ttpl, ill return fur so'ii^ny ril^ks to 
of both Emph-es, the public would derive uqthing 
beyond the s^ieculatlve and delusive prospect of some 
uncertain and remote benefit ; whl|§the ipdividuafs^ 
who, in their edgemess to discover a uc'iy resource 
agaihsf the pl^iir^ arising from ihc stagniy:ion'^ 
commerce, seem disposed to oveilook all ob/$|||p^, 
Wduld find ih the ^^artita|>atioa^jm^uci^ co^^ecL 
of f%e Indian If radef udthing disaH^ntmei^ 


; mhi'i it 

sien, w!i^/^*fi^m a lai|ieura^ igtl 
Mcid, they ilo^pl^l^vaWiu^htetty could 


itim^ 



{Kts^lm, 1 maj begfa ‘by iremai^i^ tbat the 
mention of |||i<rai 2 at}ou has alwaya^itberto, be^ 
a great and leading principle ih our Asiatic gtl^hn^ 


mcnt i and that, unless sbtne new Kght lias recently 
broke shew us that this grand ine4»it% Of 

precautWl^as been founded in erronootts policy, 4t 


would appear to be the part of wisdom to continue 
in those paths, which havi^Kp Bo securely and 
prosperously trodded by our* pred^|i^rs. 

The division of the natives of Asia int» nunierons 


casts, and the principle of perpetuity which pervades 
this distinction, if one may so speak, constitute 4 
^dree of security to the permanence Of dm* Ea«t 
Indian Government, hitl««*to unparafleScd in the ' 
history of the world } and, as there is 'do great pro-* 
bability that mankind will ever again be eddied by a 
similai^phcpnomenon/ it is Cather a pit^that we 
ih^Wm in any pai^iodlar hOrry tO Vdopt'measoresi 
tihicb might prematurely destroy'd:. Here thd 
niaxiiti, so frequbutly in the mouths of politidhW, 

- dy ** divide pervades^ in a ^Iriicttcal 

lihape, the jiopulidion j and stands consbm'atod 'by 
the band of time ^self. Nor could there be 4 sttil4 
<^t|j|fngl better halcohited to insure the happineit 
«f k people, wh|||^ as'in thill ^d^nCO, the viiltih bf 
their gtfvetnors ^ invambly directed by a 
eStlghhilied, ahjAwtnane po^. ^ 

’ die iit% •' CO#!etdy^ ' with"' iai4| 

^ theory j fbr there fe labt tiBit*SKrte‘4 peoplfi 



* • % > " 

1U0» bapp^« or le«i» ^hoti tfaosfj 

A«o» who Ar<B<.ttn4er the 4oti3h»i<;Sh 

Pow^pany. s,fe ' ^ 

'Jlie d^visioo of the people of Ania ii^ ntimeroui 
mail (the mutual repulsion of thm oasts* 
contiUtute a state of things* of which the j itfuepce-- 
iqpion morahi* opinions* and government, |||^ear$ to 
have been but seldom di^y appreciated. To these 
circumstances, pcr^ijl^nore than to aU others, may 
be attributed thj^esm^, ara^^t foreign wars, and 
intestine oomm^ons* of the Bi^ish possessions in 
India. And* while they eji-ist* they will continue in 
a gtpalt, pleasure to obviate the danger, which woitld 
ii)St|Lntaneoi>sly mise from the active operation pf 


s public i^iaioii* when adversis in so cKtensive and 
populous a countiy. Hid the populatiou of Asia 
Tcsetuble that of Europe or America, or indeed of 
any other portion of the worldT, it is obvious the 
power d^tlie sword would alford but a pr^ribut 
security to the duration of British supremacy in th^ 
East. As it is* I do not see any poi^ible event that 
cat), epi^ger the stability of this fNjhrer, in so far hs 
^ psay depend upon these circipistanecs* but such 
a^ijilnre of lorejgti population (which could 
tipae hotn the toWrance of, colofiiaation), as 
f^pidpen* or obliterate these rhara^rjat’^ tbatom ^ 


% tjwiilare iohahitants. 

It i$ tme that this principle of pim^aify^*,» st|ig« 
I if y^ has hera r^ffied as aTO*^"“ 
a, hfwotde very h(»tavdleht persona* in' 






J6 

)* 

*tal for unproveax^t^haye^bed to ns^firo* 

of* imiUto, ev^ tjfcir dre^ the pf 

Bo^e. l^mem^r to U^ve heat| | i |^ a awftt^otft. 
tp thi^ ene^jelated of a very worthy 
of tbp supreme conrt of judicatu^ in Bengal. Am 
, the first hidges# who were ap|K>uited to IiuJia^ we^’C 
proceml^ by water to Calcutta, permving some 
barefooted natives travelling ajong the mtiddy b^iks 
of the Ganges: “ Brother jflhambers,” says lili;. 
Justice Hyde, “ I hope, yob and 1 retprn to 

Hngland, to see thiise poor fellows ‘dressed it^ bupk- 
skiu breedies and boots.” Sir Bobert Chambers, 
wb^ with eqna^, benevolence, was a better ,|f|dge of 
bumau nature, only smiled at the simplicity of bis 
worthy coUeagne. 

As on the permanency of this singnlar^and tj^njy 
c|jaracteristic feature, which distinguishes the popu- 
laticm of the llast, depends, in no inconsiderable de- 
gree^^e iteration of the British power in%isia, if 
were practicable to assimilate in character the tpber- 
bitants of that country wilh those of ^urop^, I 
^lonld appl? ||d<fb is philanthropy, r^t|rer |^s 

wisdbi%who sbuul^ rlesire to see such an al^,^ati^ 
realia:^. Ifet there does n^l ogcqf^ 

&I 4 apy.Wasure beWr calcula^ to pr^n^ ^H^t 
f^^t^ttnless a premium We^e ^offered ,to, coj^^i^a 
t^'whicli t.W in jnesjion, If 
apprebimd, be denied, that in the progress of 
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'toiattef, W^rai3i^«%VteJ^ <lefaMA and 
oldkei^ted. 5* ^ Awiljled that thel^g«r 

t^ t&a cxisliii^^of the firttish j^wet* l#f udia wouSd 
be etfaMF;^ Vertsnn, wlietlier it sbonld arise iitdireetty 
'ftom a change effected in the cbaTacter of the oa- 
iaves by colonization, of directly from th^||teresising 
number of Colonists. 

JBvciry Ofte conversant In history, knows that it is 
the common coi^sS^I^ distant colonics, whenever 
they feel a sensejo^ tnW own strength, to feel also 
an indej^ndence of the mother country, and td ac- 
quire the dif^ositiou to embrace the first favourable 
opfortunity of throwing off their allegiance. India 
cannot be supposed to form an exception to this ge- 
neral rule ; and I cannot well comprehend how any 
Vnaii, wiiiliing well to both counti’ics, aud under- 
stdndhig their true interests, can venture, in the 
jHCsent j^fiticml state of the world, to rec«|^mend 
the ndi^ibn of a measure, which could by possi^ 
baity lead to their separation. 

^ 'Hbri far the measitre of admittlij|§^ private ships to 
l&e tifttdiftof Indiabe of this description, is what we 
hoW to examine. Aud f fKiuk it will appear 
to the mes^nest capacity, that colunVa^^, 
idikl tliie othter ^vii' consequences, which have 
l^il^^^ided from it, would, esp||cially on dm e^t 
Wdbd Wali^ reodntly suggested, be ^e iiJIsvitable 

^'11.. A 


between India and 
‘Mr W riril ’ m pdlitkiaf 



. 

emu^«J{|y ‘^y 

li^..4|fjPteQiE;i^^ befaiifoett other laounfa^B. Conae- 
qcK^ntiiy, )d«tq|gr dQ^f^not afiard ua, 4n wp')rettso«d«g> 
eltii!^ {(afalle^ or.jaQalog-;. Witln fes^^ to tba 
tx^^t,lar rathai^r tba aav^ation» whiol) alone is at 
(ireseqt it) question, e^^erienoe haa dint re«i 

gnlation is* as necessary to Hs a^iell l^ist^ as laws 
are to tjbie i)iaintenance of sor\al order. Bat this is 
altogetdbier ineoinpatible indiscrimiaate ad- 

mission of private ships, in the manner proposed, W 
the trade of India. The great distance between 
the two., Jesuitries; the inupeuse o:ttent<ef coast, 
which encircles the Briddt^ri'itories in India : the 
iSPKieroas porta And islands, ^ejUniging tosonaanyt* 
d>dhfO>^t nations, by which die course of the navU 
gation is interspersed ; would afford so many facili'' 
ties, to. the deceptions and depredations of the eril 
dispos^ ji so many temptations to those whovie inte- 
grity t is’ nnoondroied ) ^aud so many dmneea of 
elvuhng detection .to those who may have committed 
Ofimes, that I should tratn^e at the result, both in.-n 
viefw of public i^rala and of public safety, of the 
gigai;)tiic experimenit 9f freeing a commerce so vaet 
a/ad ioQ,*sio^lqr in its uatpre, from thoee 8al9lttg|( 
r^l^ftiipin^i.piider wldch^t has so long incroasedhad. 
dig^^hed* lo thp present copvulsed state of itl^ 
nrprld. Ihe rpshuess of such an ex|)ei^Mont couhi, 
h«V<^«*diedhy itsci^inaiity. ‘ 

13^^ ^^oility with wUi<h .Idmistoiiirhptqj yiildod' 

Ip the j^itatitpis of those mes^aatikntuidimwiatt* 

# o. 
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fatctul'ing' bodies, itt 'their dreaHui/J^eiH* 

ed to denveJ^iI<^lfidtld'(idV«uSlbg'es from t'ti^^de ' 
‘to lodia bey^wid t6 {^rivute iddp|i|! could^tdbiAte'^ 

hofe boeii IboOdcd* oii 'an erroneoas belii^ thsft it 1 h 
practicable to moke regulations, in^Indk and in 
rope, whi<^ would obviate the dangers are 
justly appr^handed fi*om that bold and catraotihnavy 
lueasdre. But all’mki of experience on tim stib'‘' 
ject, know that tbil^lkn^ectation is ntterly stbsard. 
By what rode of regulations, indeed', Oould ade- 
quate restraints be imposed on the conduct Of j[>en* 
bohs tra^hng to India, independent of the Company's 
control*, had navigating ships not in their aerviOb ? 
Respecting the Code proposed, which iS tO Ofietili 
those wonders, we 'ha've hitherto derived no inlbh*' 
motion. < * i 

Let lis trace the probable ptogress of this neftir' 
navigati^^. — A private, independent idiip aretes at 
a port in India. She theie discharges the wWe, or 
bheh part of her cargo as suits her convenience ; re- 
loads } and proceeds (if the Easter^ ArcldpelagO be 
cc^Aipiehended in the space which they are to be 
ed to navigate) to some of the islands adjaCentK 
ffitSiina, to New South Wales, to the South-Wlfid!'' 

America, to the Cape of GooA Hope, de'tMT 
short to any part of Asia, Aftica, Europe, on' Attic* 
Ai^a ; ♦ev'ett’td* FVaneb, or the United Stat^,«lf'aP 
peace with this comitry : lor it must be‘‘ p^ttSUtOed’ 
tlta^^ the*'dWddfs Or* srlpercdrgdev of t»oek 
n<rt'il»yib Cttihpittiy,' ttr theil^ agenk, 
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oC tiUerior >destu%Miipn»» 

what w,Q)# vigsry fraiMently Hap|>eii» 
«r sup^carf Qi^lri^e also thf 
fidps j ai|d that* insheswi a£ emhaidk- 
an^ 4^^^te voyage. Iheir yiew was to avi|»|i 
l^pasdijes ojTs^ch fav^ura]t>le c^portuni^s as might 
of eogagifig ia pi^htable adveutoi^, without 
b^ii^ vary scrapulons about the means. Might not 
ad^eutOtocs of this descriptip^ after haviug perpe- 
trated, the moi^t flagitious acts, leven robbeiy or piruc 
cyi.aga^st the natives of India, or other acts of a 
lUQrp publie nature, a^c^t^ng politically the interests 
of the East India Company, And impunity, or even 
Wolcoipe aud protection, by taking refuge in Eirnnce 
oy Ainevica ^ Might not many such adventurers, 
ipider the pretence of commerce, act as agents for, 
ii|ip4 bo regularly employed to cowey to li^lia the 
Opaissaries of the powers at waf with this country, 
c»r v?hose policy in peace is adverse to its prosperity? 
This, a» every one is fully awaxe of, who knows the 
ja^torf pf niau„ and the state of India, is not to pro-* 
p]ij|im ideal •( imaginary evils j but to anticipate 
(^^^n^aud indubitable results. If there are in tliis 
^nptry base enough to aid French prisoners m 
plpi^pjug tirotu captivity, is it uncharitable to belipye 
|i|^t ^^theife are others, .who would convey the epiis- 
iharies of ^ that na^pn to cair East India colooiasi 
chances of detection and punishment 
1 ^ ^ jpihjk dipjinifhed by the dhilamce ? What 

JLudm^Campany^ Cf the ipt? 



tiott <e!!C8^i% tite ownrtfft of ships, ihot 5h i&H 
vice, c^bch^p^' fli6Se ‘frohi 

NShit^h ndJ^fi^iitit easilf bfe 
seciti^ifies ''^ei‘e Pitfacted, even hJ- tJie ftill ahabifftt W 
thift ' viiliMi t)f the ship, ih casfe i»f attjr ilBSS«5ttti<!tedi 
fltiting' the voyage, whatdpgrde of hfe 

fbtind in fhis nieasarc ? tn ease of detec^loti, £h^ 
real br <^nsible owners might evade the Impbnd'- 
ing sftorm, by takiotg' defter in a foreign 6i‘'ltostiIi^ 
port; nr they might dbionse to abide the issae, baring 
insored compensation for the forfeiture, from l^le 
indirMnah or the goVemtaetits, whose projects theit 
Vessel^ were serving. ' 

These are consequences which ought to be sitt^- 
cient, independent of the risk of colonisation, (6 
alarm nten of reasonable and sober ealteulku^ 
But when 'ire reflect, that every one of thelie priVAt^ 
ships might aHow the wliOle Of their British crdws 
to qtiit them in India, to be replaced by Ijnsckts, 
foreign Eunopeaft sailbts; «r that, th^ir di^iptiiie 
being necessarily inferior t6 that of the t!oth^dhjr'^ 
ships, their crews might all abandon thenaj diid 
that no precautions or restrictions, which it iS posi- 
Bible to devise, can prevent these results in part; ‘it 
iirasi be obvious how rapidly the measure of 
open the Trade to India to jirivate ships woiM 
accelerate the progress of coluniitation. “ 

Nnr conld this progress lie e'fdter printed 
impeded, as aOttie hate errodeoinsly Supposed, 
jnty^ meaaiirhs.iW* 'the local goveniiJiiMfi£S,*‘^Nwra 
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betir'a ekiraot^r of iiK0Mi> 

tlie estate <of iiil>cieity put ^ oar 
idbjbihiotMi. ^JPewoitelWving made wyago 

iJy trad^ -(wMch ' would be caso wSlih‘*a gresit 
'siKtiy, if ^private akips were allowed) weidd be de-* ' , 
siroos, with tte very best intentions, jrf repairing » 
tibeir losses by a residence in Indn^ Others, ^ 
having offers of an advantageous settlement, niigbt 
dapdestinely or by connivaweb cjoit timir shiiis. 
fBottie might be left behind fnife sicHness, and some 
abandon ^rir situation in disgust. The number of 
‘Iversons who, actuated by one or several of all 
these various motives, or determined by other cir- 
nmnstabceS of accident or of elmice, would seek to 
hett^ their condition by remaining in India instead . 
itf rriawhing with their ships to Europe, would, it 
aiay teasooabiy be expected, feequentiy bear a 
cottsiderable proportion to the whole nundiei' of 
the cisiw; and having procured tliemsehesan 
blishmeui, how covdd the local goveruments, while 
* conducted themselves, as quiet, peaceable, and 

loysd tnbjeek./ oblige th«ie persons, without appear^ 
’iiiig' exeesrively rigorous, or even cruel, to relinqnhh 
.dbb ostabliidiinents which they had obtained, and to 
'Hietttm to Europe? We are lierc supposing the 
' gbvemments to have the means of asoertun* 

’‘.in^ aH fispuoiis so cireiunstauced, a thing evidently 
inijpossible, without the introduction of a system 
«f |Miiiee ' inoonristent with tdl adeas .d* British 
' £r it win eveti praeiieshio, % iho 



vi§^)MEiiBe, to oppoise at the <ieaiwlbaip»^t 
som<^$oi3t 'of< imiifi to the jiiuojiUilitm of efOHgfraats 
wbtdi pour inhi Imdia^ it i« <«|ir]4e|it 

that these limiU could not he h>n^ c^ectual* The 
presoht cestrictrons being removed^ the progress of 
emigrtdtonu would increase in a geMuetrical ratio, 
the iudu^hents to new colonists iuoreasu^ in that 
proportion to the number of the oW ones. 

Of the effects t)|at would result in this fm^ct 
from laying open Trade to private ships* aome 
reasonable conjeCtare may be formed by ooBtein- 
plating the number of Europeans that have settled 
in India, from the Company ’s chartered dbaps, not- 
withstanding tho strict bonds by which these are 
connected with their cmployors. In caset of irre- 
gularity the Company can witlihold from, tiie 
owners thmr freight ; they can mulct the captains and 
dcpi'ive them of tbeir commands'^ they can dismiss 
die officers from their service. But even the great 
{lower which the Company thus possess over the 
owners^ captains, and officers of their regular ships 
has imt always been suffieieid to prevjent their Crews 
from ff>rmiug a residence iu India, How much 
more feeble then, or rathor what a>nuliity wwold he 
their authonty over private ships. Of whi<h 'the 
owners, cotemanders, and officers would, midhi' 
the system pre^osed, be wholly iade|i^dent of 
fb«n? ' ^ « 

'But the mnigration to India womdiby 
be confined to those 'descnptwmstof pmfmi\'9iiko 
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tp.|ijHM: cow^y. ,Th<e«^ iiwrt||P%ir#»* 
^ WW %»» ^ tt«iisijfi5ii|:W' 
s<!«3l*re Vf tbe B|?itisli domiiiiQi^ wji*pk'1i»w'| 
n^or^ fom^vly pr<?<lace % tQ tbe oo« ' 

of TBpse who wpn^ wit|» |»erniMh ^ 

a^, former perjp^s, to the £a4|||^, uader 
the ^nomipatioa of %ep-4n^iDersi pr who cpsuaUy 
remained there and ^f^tied ps iporohaQh> or Ijradiera, 
htjpftses from the ht^wriably^weht 

ahirOiji4 with the view, pjfler having^ realized a com- 
jiej^cy ,or sf fortune, of returnisg to ^ud the 
eVj^ping of their dajA iu their path e country. No>v, 
however, that fortuues are not so easily acquired,, 
and that the mode of living among h]uro|ieans in 
India is considerably improved, many persons, who. 
w^d have gofie formerly with the intention of 
rptnrypg, will proceed to that country, assured of 
the stability of the British power, with n design of 
making it a permanent residence. 

'jf bus the British Empire itself, sliould this ieeling 
extend, an e^ect 'jrhidt tko[nma«urc in contempla- 
tion is <Ml 9 i|jr«% calpnlated to produce, migbl 
an alirining depopulation; and it no less 
reponahly to bp expected that, vpidnr the existing 
pressure of .lyar pud despotism ip othey cosptrips, 
an immense emigretinA wopld take place from 
^ ,the wqrid, which would nsptn- 

^ Xndia,,as hnityg: now the most, 
oC Wfityi md pkpty. . 
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not fail to jbe fai><|ji#Kdarib^ 
ftttfil the i9»>gTeto of eTeots ki South Ajadierit!i» 
New #omih Watoa, <a«i|i oth«^ countrieti, wMdll,'^ 
tliair pontiou, would, alwa} s, if navigattoh'' 
abrestraiood, have a coninderable interooUtse 
with the CoiQiMioy’B territoHee: and the additional 
intepcounui^H^ien the return of peace, of the na^ 
tkmB hew in hostility With us, would powerhdly 
contribute toward the same end. 

Upon the wliole, m reiviewing this measm^e in tdl 
its beanugs, the concluMon which we are obliged to 
form is, that if the object intended were to encou- 
rage emigration to India, a better or a more ap- 
propriate plan could seai'Cely have been devised for 
that purpose, than that of granting unlimited per- 
mission to private slups to trade to that country. 
And how, 1 would ask, is the permission to be' 
limited P If licenses from the Cmnpany shouhi be 
deemed necessary, how can they, without tlic 
grossest inconsistency and injustice, be granted to 
some merchants and to some ship-owners, but refused 
to others? If they should not be deemed necessary, 
then every person in the kingdom, who has the 
ability and the fancy to embark in such an nn* 
dortakmg, may fit out a riiip for Ibdia, and deit- 
patdi her at whatever period he {leases. ' 

Thus India would be oolbnized? 

With respect to the efihet whii^ that remit wmdfl 
priiidiKse on the peilmanency of ito cototodtion widi 
Ureal Britakfi no mito, 1 rihmld’ wfill be 
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>lt&i^yilfRjbg'}i to d«ny that it #otild 
’laieieiy €>.taltt''atui tlie only diflbvtehca 
eohld featoiHthly ariae, 

die pre<Ji*6 period at which their «eparath>n woQl^ 
happen. 

I'he next propodtien is, iliat ope mM &the Trade. 

India to private ships would be^pPdnCti^e or 
IrnegHdarity, sttiug^linp', depredatious, and even pi- 
racy in the Indian Beat; that it would interfere 
materially with the Company’s regular Treale 'to 
China, and even endanger the permanency of, 
or entirely intermpt, the intercourse with that 
oountryi 

' Under the sywtem of Open Trade proposed, there 
is not a dpubt that, kt so vast a range of cotist 
ikmny importunities would occur, in places to which 
British laws and Brdidi protection have not yet 
iiilly extended, of jdundertng, over-reaching. Or 
otherwise mal»treating the mild and inoffensive io- 
habitantsc and, although the natural love of justice 
would with pinny prevail ov^ all temptatioiie, yet 
thOre areoth«/ts'udio wou^i allow thomselvea to be 
aeduced into acts of viofeiice,) treachery, or dee(!p- 
tion, which the facility of escaping puniduPent 
s would render too alluring to ba always resisted. 
However we may be advanced in rehnement, 1 ant 
p«t awipe that, - in aeipoet to samuf morals, the 
{resent times are much superior hi what they were 
a century ago j and we know tANit, at that .porfed, 
ategplar lystem of piracy was organized by the in- 



fi, ytm toe laoi«a nlHIhtcrwft 

rgrefl^Daconveateoo6 and loaa of die @as^iiHd&a 
; Gompauj^j, «d|j| die mpnatotiioep^ hy> lUie Oalwre^ 
<of tbeir moat valiiti^ smanta *. Sorite 


^ "of the piratical vessels, which then infested thciie 
i^taeas, weri^^en fitted oat hy British snhjeots, from 
r New Yqoil^lM other parts of America, then in»li^ 
oar own dotnioion f. «it is true, the present state 
of India by land, and that of ow naval power in 
the Eastern Seas, would reader such projects mow 
much more hazardous. But if, from these circnai- 
stances, private adveuinrers should seldom be daring 
enough to venture upon absolute piracy, they would 
sUll have sufficient temptations and opportunily to 
commit minor depi'edatbns. ^ 

« The injury which would ^‘ise from this source to 
the Company’s China Trade is equally certain^ bat 
of much greater importance. It was a judknous 
{U'ecantion of the Court of Directors, with a view 
to the safety of this trade, to desire that private , 
ships might be prohibited from having access to the 
Mohioca Islands, or Eiitteni Ardiipelago. But 
er«ai this restriction, although undoubtedly some 
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lWBl dP | P |i p refaHiid, he wy 

tiae imger. Private fiht{w ^rentd 
pfl^tabfe to bring faoine teas. The temptMteu 
nisnggle m artsole, wbkfei hemn uiaely^ ptsr dnil 
Mi vedoregi, u> too great to he insisted, ih 
jSiM, instaooc, &om the move ^pprih i^ oa of re^ 
fiDto detodwn «ad ponisdUueM. li^ tk <«^dl 
erittch eaa<inly be resi^ted^'n UmiOB, by tome ai»eli 
cystoBi of lestrietioa as that which at present eshtts. 
4«id«heiiee^ it may be^^pi<onoiltteed> iwitbmtt tetor^hy 
that to lay open tlm'Sest India IVade to pHrato 
ilt^ would he« ia othsr words, to lay the toundao- 
tkm oi «m ilUcit comHSsrce, more extenare, and 
aMMh urjurioas ia its oonsequeneefi^ than any tint 
has efver eoci^ted'm the worid. 

£)7«a were the thips of indmduals pvohibitod 
from vuiting the Mohioea Idarids, whkdt however 
fiis Meyesty's Ministers have shewn some toluct- 
anee to aceaid, encouragement would still arise to 
the expoftetioB uf teas and other comntoditios from 
China, to emswer the deijiand oecosioiiod'by tbeto 
ihnps. Thea^ dh^mmeditieb wotdd fihd their way to 
aeaBe ocntral ports in tlte Indian Seas, which wotdd 
ia such case become large deptts ; and thus, 4tmt 
0t6 ipordwate profits which Would attend etich* 
eeashil voyage, an imtncpite'mid wrCgolsr lystem of 
dnadestiike Trade, would’ spotWaiieously up. 
ft.wtmU not bd i» human ingenuity to piddSAtih 
neutral and hostie nations would tiutik it th!eir)i&^ 



vaml MruMMWftgc and 

<;Hrc«iniitai»ce ought lay th^ fouikdatfililaf 

^ ' ^ • 

• 'Whoaeveip peaee ibfdLtake pkoo bctweiot this 

cOMi^ry and Franoe (and wM' oaifoot ba etecml), 
the etirila Ikuo this sauroeiaay oaattallyfa« 

ejcpeqtsd tPlNlcrease. It would be UQi'eascaMil>W'h| 
suppose that, at whatever period that eient eaby 
happen, w« shall be in a sitnathm entirely to-die* 
tate the conditions of the peace, or that the euewty 
wiU not aspire to the rcstonstion of his Asmtie poa<i 
sessions, at least the islands which we<hav« oe«wa%) 
Captured, as equivalents thr other ohjeet% whidbohe 
iQoy be to< relinquish, la the evenb, then^ 

of our being obliged to nestore the Islands of Maaf> 
mtius and Bourhoa,, would they not f<H<ui very con-> 
veoiaii depots fod Clandestine Trade? And, isib 
not highly probable that, widi this very view, tfao^ 
would be declared free p<urts ? Madagawar, Ma<- 
uiUa, and other places not within Briti^ jqrtsdtcu. 
tien,, wonhltalso naturally become the resorts of soeh 
a couu9terqe> We esuldi.ni^ tf obpeace with thest^ 
nalioiiw, prcfVimt Frenth, American, %iaDisb, Or 
Fjijii^giriese ships fcnm bringing teas fiomChiua^ 
hu' tht purpose of 'kidf hag them at these dtqiOitst^ 
liar the dbipa of our own prurato merohant#«haMa. 
tonchhsg at such ports, in Order to {rttrciiaoe'litiaeb 
whh the vmw of Muuggling theut miot Onsat 
Britfnitiop semohstermediatei^ ' 
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th^ilibe Bi]^ by V^hich iih to be 
)Ml|fles»ojttiaftted*'<ftn act foreitobbtb^n^, 
aba exteadin^ ibicit cottimerca betweab Ind^ kM 
• fi»it«iii." ’ ■ 

. It is well knowtt,''tbftt enebgh of tea fertile oob'- 
sumpittott of the whole United Kingfdotb hks ybVaylt 
been Kippbed, in an unadnltctated stale, and at rca> 
aonable pi'ices, by the East India Company ; and that 
from this source has arisen their principal cOniinen> 
dal profits.’*^ I<et us now enquire what would be 
the eflfccts u}H>n these profits of admittin^^ private 
ships to the Trade of India. An increased demand 
for tea, and a consequent rise in the price of titat 
article, would immediately take pla<-c in China ; 
while the competition of illicit Traders, by J<ro- 
ducing a superabundant supply, would occasion a 
fall in the price of the same commodity at home. 
Thus the profits off die Company would be unfa- 
vourably affected, by a double operation. The tt- 
venue, depending up6n this source, it tS obviCw, 
i^ocdd be a'lhost wholly annihilated. And What 
wofutd the cofftumer benefit by the dhange** Wlf^ 
the abatement^ ^hich it would occttsion, cb die retail 
prices,' couldnot be Sensibl^fi^; even by the poore^ 

persons in society, the sopbistication, which would 

, . ’ ' 1 ) ? 


f milHoiis o( pounds of Ta!rioi|ts of teB 

U the mtemge quiri^tUy tolill lik file Oriiq>sny« 4alh« yrit? 



j^»tfi0ity'd[ life tiiroafbotit the Bnti4 dootlil^l^ 
^i!i^|^'4HaiBlKh ihe eimiferts, and n»ght injttre|Aie!, 
0^ altnotftvr^ member ni otnnmnldtjr. 
ilnd thus, from a measure pregnant with 4tmgiff " 
to so mai)^ various interests* it easmot he said that 
a single ineidental benedt m prmnised to |he puhbe- 
The Company, crippled as the^ would, then he, 
coold no longer i^ord to export to Chtua, as the) 
hate been accustomed to do, at an immense los«, 
to the annual amount of a nMlhon sterling of the 
metals and woollens of Great Britain. And thus, 
some of onr best staple commodities* contrary to 
the failac expectations entertained by many of 
those wliu ik'tl m them* would, instead of *a- 
porietic,'' ii» increase, suffer, from the measure 
proposed, »n immediate duimintion of sale. 

So assured, indeed, were the Proprietors <if tihe 
Cignwall Mutes, of tlie less that would arises on Ifee 
sale of their prodoefe in China* if exported on iMr 
own accounts (and the same apprehensions wpald» 
of coarse* be imteitatnpd by private ^ercht^j 
that they thong ht pn3$»Pj^ in c^me the liberal 
of tim CopiiMmyi annoally twdre h«(^ . 

dsnd iwi «f lo «o»ptry* ^#1^ * 
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by the mittaal mppovi > thiw 

tDiriterial and commerce, 

odlero From their mixed character of SoviBrfe^ii^ 
aiKl Merchantit, they were enabled to effiect, ^hat 
it la utterly impossible that individuals, in their mdi^ 
commercial capacity > should have the power to 
accomplish. ’ 

From . all these considerations, it follows, that 
the plan of granting liberty to Private Ships to trade 
t<> India, even if they should be excluded from tlie 
Mastern Archipelago, is a certain, although an 
ittdirect, mode of depriving the East India Corn* 
paiiyof ad^the bcut^its of the China Trade; and 
may, ovenlnally, deprive the inhabitants of these 
Ki^tngdoiii!* of one of tlte ‘ most Essential necessaries 
of life; — WQ article, wMofa scturoely an individual 
from the throne to the cottage can note dispense 
w4th, and wbkh chledy administers to the snli- 
sistence of the very powe^ classes of society. , ’ 
If tlie Moluccas, indeed, were to be included 
M the tracts, which Frivat^ Stiips hre to be petmitted 
Uif' navigate # the ruin of the Company’s China 
TiMe wtmid be considtei^y more direct and rapid I 

aind the drniger of the deprivtdion oi^ Tea td tiie kK 

ubch mere immhfeht. 

Islaiidh, as eHsfted b^the of''lJ^ 

of ** wouhl hdld hhk ^esSstdiyfe 

i^ndhdvfih*pre*“tife^t«h|^ 

ClhS»an1JI««le tWP i4ah#-j m ,thip ia jii ! l | (jU 

. ,, ■v 41 


05 

^yow^jcerMutuy become tbo ^ery tocns of da|j^pfafiit)tui 
$|j^ i^cit mtercoupie with tbe Coat4iiexitx>f loiiimJ’ 

^ tbis pi:ivfttei,ti^4« wottVl.ot com*© be c««;i«d 
by e epcciet of advenbir^ra, wbot woqid eot be 
niacb (litfKisod torfM>trict ibemselvea either to le^» 
oi uiora’ io order to render their »(^yj(ig<w 

profitable, Uiey would nqt» if it should appear to 
Ihcni <0 be conducive to that end to proceed into.fibe 
Cbiua Seas,* think it necessary to pay a yery 
scrupulous regard to the linuls that might be assign^ 
to their destination by the New Charter. In this 
manner, an indefinite number of nnoonueiHeid 
Europeans, with views of the most irr^;;nlm‘ Ignd^ 
would find their way to toe bQtdei> of the Chtnejiei 
terntonej!. We i^uow how suspicious to«^t goven)»» 
ment has always |ieen of strang«a!s ^ how indifibrent 
in general to foreign intenciourse j toat tlto^ 
bamshi'd ^the Koropcaus, at one period, to Macao \} 
and that it is only by toe great infiueuce of the EetNt^ 
India ^u^pany, and conduct of their 

Hervauts, the^ theic, ^ipi> ei^e allowed to yisit 
CantoiV ibeir $i:|peicai'gpes to rende toejre,, 
during one pmf y®^* 

W0(4<1* be die eppse^jnertpe of toal^ 
81 ^ of iutorcencs^ ,iyhich inig'ht be eii|>ecte4. to<f' 
take,,j^aGii|, between t]^ ^Uatives^of Chine aiMi^ 
fiurt^ans of, l^^cdpti(»l I b^pe ji^s^toenttoaedr , 

*tod toe^aowedited Aut^f^., 

M alWMte, mimimtot «0 Jtmfmu 
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decnifd (•xpedieut, nndw the <«ystero propos<^d, to 
•apiioiiit to the ont-ports. would operate u fartliel* di- 
iinnutjou o{ tlic revenue; and tliat it could not fail 
to lie otherwise very obnoxious to those, who nro of 
Opinion that the iuercase of all such anpoiutmeuts, 
byunduK auf^ineiitini'’ tlu' iiiflueiice of the cxeevi- 
tive power, must tn ueh upon the prinnples of llie. 
constitution. 

But evtis at <h< [niee of this additional odium 
and tixitonee, if would be so iiuprariicabh to pre- 
vent, or even to oppose a barnt'i to snnig;olint>, ii’ 
ships were pennitteil to unload at tlje out-ports, that 
it would almosi of necessity bcronie the pruictpai 
occupation of the individua! adventurers, who might 
ougage in the Kast India Trade. The fair indi- 
vidual tradir could not long successful]} eomjietc 
with the Company, who would of eourso eontiniie 
their commercial t^perations, in their corporate ca- 
pacity, as- long as tlic} were not an entire loss, or 
until, by the irirgularity of tin. interlopers, the 
communication with China should be entirel} stop- 
ped, One of the inevitable edects of the compi*- 
tition between the Company and the' fair private 
trader, operating inc« u<unctlon with the high duties 
upon T<’a, w'oukid be to rciultr sunigginig, with all 
its risks, by far the most gaining trade; and, “in 
fact, howevi'V, covered or disguised, it would be- 
come the prinnjml i|p 

Under the systum in ijutstion, then, even in the 
limited shape originally proposed, it may very fairly 



tre maintained, that all the re^fuluttous wliicJi, th« 
utmost extent f>f hntuan ing'ciinity <soul(l cknixe:, 
would not I)e snffieient to prevent .smuggling, as it 
would be tJte fn(^^t lucrative^ from becoming the 
principal object of those, who shoidd embark in 
the Kast India Trade. A.nd there lan be still less 
doubt that the c^il would be farther aggrava(ed» 
in us far as it is capable of aggravation, by the 
nltcrior projt'cts of allowing access to Private Ships 
to the IVIolueea Islands, and entrance into the out- 
ports of t]u‘S(' Kingdoms ; hut more especially by 
the admission into the trade of vessels of mferior 
burthi u. 

Such vessels could, in India, go into minor ports, 
and more easily form conueetion with the natives j 
am) their iiitereonrse, and i-onsi'ijuent irregularities, 
would be such as n< ither the vigilance or power of, 
the Indian Gov ernnunts, would be able to discover 
or coutroul. On their leturii, tlie^ could enter the 
small jHirts of England, Scotland, ami Ireland, and 
easily chide the vigilance, ,or purchase the contii- 
v'si^ioe of tlie Custoni-llouse Officers. 

Tliat his Majesty’s Ministers shouhl not have felt 
the force, and admitted the valulit} in*efutab|o 
arguments addiiccil hj the Deputation of the Court 
of Directors, against udinittiiig vessels of this do 
scriptiop^^lo a participation in the India Trade, is to 
me extraordinary, and almost miacconatablc. On tins 
subject, the deputation express themsjj'ives in the fob , 



lowing lii sfiort, if k 

outward^ for the sake of smuggling 
Warf'^ty 'spklaMtk* arii^ ‘flle ’'dbi*<!f *iJSren- 

' i^rn, ^Dubteaiy ^ mii^t 

^y^Pir |>ui^6^; ' bdt iSP 'a^ *yn^i%hte (^OtiitaeHjial 
with* In^ ty of >€hlVei^< 

it'^uld only ^Be''tttmnf^ad a 

rjUpectablO size, - tlndl' Suitable 'eqitipikKnt as itb 4t>las 
under the edniltidi of t.ble'an<it f<es0Oiisi6h 
'WnMbnders and Ha^s',** ' ' ' ’ 

'' Tjjt^'ilie stze*of and ^ respei:^lay^y 
‘ tiiyii* 6«^^ents,‘ai^''6f Itiipdriyce', in* a 
‘^ftical,*’ as i^eii'st&' In’ a cotellietdial^'dew, is 'evhiecid 
’ll^ 'lile'*diffa*ent donees ' of ‘res|ibcf pkii'ta iflie 
regtslar slii^, Bkdito*tko^^ ibe Ame* 
rifo^ ilWers, id ibe Eastern Eeaa) H'iie l&rge^sfati]^ 
of the ComjKUiy, equipped and disciplined as- th^ 
dnd’ nnvignted by 'gmuli^en df ddtu^ion, 
Hn^ sOinety^' ai^< ‘‘bytimd ' dMil, < ^^Utmond 
;1kl^d;V kdd insnre (dxedknde^ IrotU* the nttivibs 
'of Iddia; • Eiit shbtlld a'Val)|tle'f6P‘vesli4si'’af,idl 
Jdsi aid denomiyjtions, be oibdSted^*dhtd1b)dian 
'11^‘it'reqif.lres tilt thb gifcTof prdpy(^ln'l^vi«tdl 
Vi^ tebd} fmin^dikte snisehief 'to •'Ibie fSNMfei. 
{may, and almast tbd' altoUiiUitioa’^df tbb re^nucte 
arbing bom ^ regular iiade, dieir aowne will be 

.«iMbed widH,ii?^g*4««^psyra?l4 

biiaf^'bidelible ilisgimcm-jOfk 

’abdnllMdidiH tbe East, «yi tend inwiliieily-bi 
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of iJ* ii^^SPWWfe #i<li tjie 


« *!« ^ ll t % ,,r 

^Mt]i«c, itiie WiM^^irf; 

to ]i)ie a d€^>oi;^iro, iw,. S|?*¥^,.V/ Miiitistew, 
iii>pli^,Ogre^Ot to^ia 

jwl^|[^ prpf^cl.j^ ^^i}4 of 

tHi»c4^lj|p0irt^ ioo 1^ £t|;^qf>les^^f t]^e Acli$<^ 17«4 
».w4- 178^^4.! I* ii|,^^ls^,,ii» ite two ultj?^' ra^- 
>€icaitii^ a 4:oin|)lota PJfVWMf^oa 

upon which the negociation Itot^eop 
^«4Mt tho JBfstklndia CoippOBy^ ;,hs|d |)^gcfA ^ and 
firoOe«ded, < |t 4$ dir^ly amd,cy^- 

tradichNry to 4ih5 Ihorihdup’s ct^nofnl to 

prop(K>itiin)^ of jfho (vOtijl; pf Dir^ctai^, 

“,tiie whdie of tho liidian^md^ diopld ho Uw/Ji^t 
to dm p6ri ^ Limdtmt «id,tb»^ goods ,pohi t^c 
Company’s s»d«»*r . ^ . ,v , . ,.m ' 

Xhis mode of pBOcp^ing, 


,m.vfsy unpqidit'OQahtotim^yioo th#^ % l^OSt |j^a 
Company aim not considmtodas pyt^essingany 
.^y«y^ inha# way % W?**- of of 
„hjiO jBlWate*’#,', tim^ *® 

. pmait diem io,i!|!taui^j i4d^o^gji|> J,dp ppt 

«mh a be |bepft jn 
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)^ <> »■ * & < U II £sl iii l tii<si W i>s Ai i4 i i i' >i> iii*A 3 Uw i> ) X i i ii4i » t j iifi^i ? » ^' t N w 4 i n ^ sH|ii | ii " " ^ '* T '' * '1l v ' ' ** 

’ ^ dii^ ipoht ii«»« 

^i^ea'atnii^aed liit^ii|S«sty’'« jija* 

.'4^c<O^0aaigMO(m^ da 

panj/'s Mxchmm Pritih^ga, p. IfO. 
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Birt even H the JEAst Bxtia tiompany were deemed 
to possess no positive rightis, the evils whicli the 
Coml of Diretstors have shewu, hy a scries of the 
most ettlijflitened reasoning,’ fonhded upon their 
k>ng etperienee, and an intimate knowledg't! of 
facts, mast resuit to the Company, to the revenue, 
and to the Kinpire, from the luetlitalcd change, 
ottg-ht, in iny o]}inion, to iic sufliciciit to induct* 
Ministers to pause, and rccoiisidci their determina- 
tion. Tf hehoic** them io reflect, that, unless tliey 
can call into their service a degree df nigeunity that 
is altogether supernatural, — by whii'h the jiri-veution 
of colonization, and of smuggling, can be rendered 
compatible with |}ermis!,ion to Private Ships, of all 
sorts and sizes, to trade to India, and to enter the 
out-ports of these Kingdoms,— they will subject 
themselves to the imputation of making a rash and 
ill-considered experiment, of yiehiing to a senseless 
and Uttfoundad clamottr, and of courting a hollow 
popularity. If, besides, it should' appear that 
thu Kast India Company are actually' poWssed 
of p^tive rights, it would be i-t incur 4:’ dreadful 
Vcipotisibility, to rntroduce innoVatioiis, ' prima 
jheif no less injutious and riujust towards that great' 
body, than in 'their imm'edi«ite And obvious consc- 
ijiiences, palpably pregnant "tvifli Calamity to the 
whole KrUjarc} ’ ’ • / • 

Tt ii; 'dihScuti not to bo peiisbadod that, in thi^ 
matter, Ministers, as they cannot be Inippc^ed to 
have nu^tatod the min of the Bast India Company 





by a side wind, have net ^ed from cotivictioQ^ bwt 
that they have allowed their better judgjnente tOib® 
borne down by tlie clamonrs of certain petitioners* 
who know not the ^coiiseipicncf’s ,of what they are. 
demanding, or that they have timidly yielded to a 
presumed necessity arising from the pre^nre of thc^ 
times. This, however, is matter of little conse- 
quence ; for we are not enquiring into motives, but 
effects. The laying open the trade to India to the 
out-ports, has been aptly denominated a question of 
existence with the East India Company. But it is 
also calculated to affect no less vitally that portion of 
the public revenue, which depends upou the regular 
India Trade: and, in^ its ultimate consequences, 
even the integrity and s^ety ot the British empire. 
Oil this question, lus Majesty’s Ministers have shewn, 
much inconsistency. They expressly declare their 
conviction, ‘‘that the great interests of policy and 
of rwmuc, as well as of the East India Company,’’ 
require, “ that the existing resiraints respectixig' 
the intercourse with China shpuUi continue j* and, 
that the exclusiive Trade in Tea should be preserved 
to the Company.” Yet the dfrect, and alpiost im- 
mediate effect of the measure, ,wl|jph they show 
propose, would be, according to the best judgment 
of those who have most knowledge of the subject, 
to destroy every vestige of those exclusive privileges, 
Which they thus admit to be necessaiy to the poWy 
of the Empfre at large! 
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^ ,It haj? l»eei> fully d^moustrat^d, in the ca- 

l«br^«d Let^ Hesiip. Orant and Party /a&d in 
tbo Mibis^,qu«nt oorresi^ond^nci qF the Court "of 
Ptf^toiy wi^ jtbe Byai^of C^ntroul, and is 
WDtivmiKaily , acknoK^i^ged ^itnc^ who are ac- 
4|nanit^ wi|h the subject, m all its ^carings, that the 
continuance of an exclusive Vade to tihina, 6r even 
of, interopurse wirfi that country, is alto^eiJier'itK- 
cos^p^Ble With the ^adi^ksltin^of pdVi^ iQiiiiO to 

the l^4e of ^ndia, e<|ieo^1y if ihtjftbi&rtliel^ahutild 
be 4isc^votioiuiry» if 1(hey‘8!^ibdld havb 4ii4:dl^et^to 
the llloWcit liSandi) and* fo^'^ odf-por^ df these 
Kingdoms i||pn ti^eijf^rfetuk. *' ' 

It is in fact the o|>ibtbn of ih'any, that Shonid this 
mcasore, with ii^ various rai|iifleatldil8,*bbpeilrsi3ted ih 
by Hmi^OVii ^>t' Wdidd'be utterly imlib^ible tbalttlir 
Cpmpuiy ^tdd go*dh for any length^ bf fitne': and 
that it '^ould be touch more advisahte'iiow td begirt 
to wind up (heir concern, thdn be obliged to do to a 
few years hence, uhder Mill nibre dnfavonrhble uii*!. 
eutoskneof, im^ withmoto'^ hh'pNWoriidied moahs.' 

Ift* hV )dieivh« tBbt the iliinieaSaJte’cdnto- 
q^mpnees'of dto'coir^iitioni'wfitclh wbutd nfito,tio( 
$0 'mochliVoitp 'die faft" to irotli the'eianiSektine tradbt^ 
under ottins odnunb^, would he, an bbrid^- 
npd. of’"^ donipany’s sa!Ito',iiid*k8ibktn^ 6f thbir 
'"fepts whwn ‘»rtoljd^kH4‘''b^ fi^UhWdd'hy 
fbo of relWc^diihg the^^gnbat e^Mishi 
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jbnild)rts|» wiarfe, wafAouses, jinrt otWi* alHew w 



naetf, dOQO »ii4 sev^ty^ight af jtil» fittest 

shiiia ill pi|MJjr, of to talMi 

station in line of battle vi^itli iNavy I ^ ^ 

, pit V!r‘**lS ^ ffondon 0^13, 

for ,t||e , l»a? *tece 

the ficM^ if^tUptipp *!®®“ ii‘*’0'’ 

ductiv^ of io® , pnpeirons and too 

defined tp adpstt.pf tplitt^Ji|h^ n^ 

pre9mp*m pf “"'fP'l??’? „®f, 

Theoo^otn pf.j^elji^ ijl^ir iipports, a^ statWjpe- 
riod|,J?y p»tbl|p 

jjonoara^ie 

jwitb 

,f>f, 



"rati • I ,; 



“(- , 
hands> 


idfis be^rc imf mte Aimiy mpwhbi* Th6 in- 



jwies and frauds, to which ah alteration in thi* 
inode, consecrated by the pi^Cticc of cehtnries, 
wooM necessarily give rise, may be readily con- 
ceived. , ^ 

For the security of the revennc arising from the 
'IVade to India, as’ has been well observed by the' 
Dfclihtaiion of the Conrt of Directors, nothing so 
eflfecthal conld be devised as to bring the imports to 
one ptace } to have them lodged under the keys of 
the ©ovemment Officers; to have tliem sold pub- 
licly in the pmence of those officers; arid finally lo 
have the duties (upwards of four millions per 
mwm) ;* thus carefnlly ascertained, collocted 
through the medium of the Company, and with 
h0tdt^ anp charge to government! In short,” say 
they, “ the present system affords the most com- 
plete jirdvlsion that can be imagined against defect, 
fraud, or rxpence, in realizing this branch of the rt- 
\ cqUc to the Fublic.” 

Although we may not be able to say to what pre- 
cise de^riie the measure of laying open the Trade to 
India to ’private ships, might, in its least noxious 
operation, immr lately affect this branch of the 
putblie reV^nc ; there can be no doubt that, by the 
partial frdfiltnCnt of the 'evils apprehended, it would 
be considerably injured, and by their total fi^filment 
d^atroyed. ' 




'' according to ttie retttrasof last year. 
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11 cauuotf in46])eiidenUy oi^ tliesc conMtle^^o&^i 
i>e sup{Msed to make any didorence tp the J^ast 
India Company, Avliethcrlhe Trade to India Ue e^i;? 
ricd on exclusively ffom the poit of tjondon, or from 
that of Brisitol, Liverpool, or Glasgow; or indis- 
criminatelyr^from all the ports of the United King- 
dom. But, since the dangers to be apprehettdod 
frotn the innovations proposed, are .as obvious and 
as well founded as they are great and alarming, it is 
a duty which that body owe to themselves apd to 
the nation not to submit to them without a struggle. 

Accordingly, it was with a spirit fully justified by 
the occasion, that ,Sir Hugh fnglis, the present 
Chairman of the Court of directors, in a conference 
with Lord Buckinghamshire, declared it “ as his 
o])iniou, that the Court of Directois,, m die first in- 
stance, and the Court of Proprietors, ^dicn laid he- 
lot e them, would resist, by every means in Uieir 
power, a liieasuri* so fatal to the vital interests of 
the Company and to the public revenue as would be 
the measure of allo<i uig tin? ships of individuals to 
import into any place but the port of London 
adding, that situated as he vyas, he should con- 
sider it bis dnty to resist, and to recommend to the 
Court of Bireptore, and ultiuta.t«ly to the Proprie- 
tors, to resist the proposition,’’ 

, >k-‘ 1 1 ' •»< * * , * . , 

And this overwhelming rum, it seems, is to be 
brought upon the Bast India Company, and those 
conneeted with them, net only wtihout the offer, but 
without ifaeimaU^ chance or prov^iect of indemni- 



Ifieail^oti. Jifllllliey slukdd ha.ve s^Bfiared llidnK 
Hr a ra^XteSf of ril^fat, to bo tattiety debited’ 
of tboir they might to Rttfr^d^ 

nbeijt; tc|Til<iriMl privileges at Intotbe^ 

ttaiare of iludr rights to both, abd to cobacqheM' 
inilccQatty upon the depnvatihn of either, 1 shall 
take occasion more fully to inquire. 

And Ibr what beneficial purpose, for what grand 
ohj^, IS this Rum of ruin, or even the ride of it, to 
be ifirarred ? In order (supposing the best, and that 
tlm communication with China should not be inter- 
r\;^^edj|, to transfer dbe same quantity of oriental 
commerce from Londpn to toe out-qiorts, and from 
tlu^ East India Company to private hterchants? 
These are tlie sole objects for which such mighty in> 
novations ere now to be attempted; for which a 
concern that has subdued tor a^es, and so' suc- 
ceeded as to be toe wotul^ and euty of toe world, 
is to bo subverted and destroyed : and tom; too on the 
instugaiton, or hypothetical reasoning of person^, 
who expect, iga prooi^ to themselves 

eMraprdina|ry^ adv|mtBges, tooto a partidpation ^ 
in the Tjrade m which they would deprive the 
Company. t 

The oni^ res^dt of any hnportjmce to the Pdblic, 
which, W'e are promised this rnnovatimi, is alto- ' 

getber visionary and fallacious. It is wed known to, 
those who are acqnamited wito Ipdia, tint toe 
Trade, in European comiifoii^ra, W ilbd coantry, is 
wholly, or ahuest wholly incapnbto of being ^ 





^ yeiy<6i-§||>Qjjjitt|| fff in tbis controVewq^' 

lia!i bwi^i.ip^wjaW^^en/fOT gmpt^/in^d,*^^*’*^ 
* ^el%^|;f!^Xfimiin^^ decided: and^ 
Heoa^Wf'^Wj/p^'iteion^has been mis^ Ae flW- 
a|S(^sp|)^r!^t^<:^ure of advocates of what hps b^n 
railed the “^Open Trade,” 

r If . < ?!» ( , ‘ 

^he ojT Grea| Britain, which are 

annually e^pr^ |o^lnaia^ are almost exclnsirely 
roiw^am^d ||y ^he Ewopeans yesi,dent that Gen- 
try: andmntil 4hese bec^e much more numerous 

*1, *1. *'''»*!»'*'*'* .'■M# . * . *. 

than tbey>are at present, wmeh can only nanpen m 

,•'} -'«>V "7. • V i i ' A 

couseonence jof colomzation, me demand for sudfa 

j‘>f t i - * '• ) " 

articles ca^ot^ be ext^n^ed, bat j|a mconsi- 

derab^ de^yce. ^ipca^idality of extensioh, 
whiph almost Uri- 

changeable^ <:haractjer of dje jiatwes of Asia, is a fact 
too notoripus to ^mit of being (ifemc^, or'exnlained 

''i iU '*1.7^ ‘ ■‘.b '* ’'17“" K ^ ,.,iU ,fi » , 

away by tn<i 5 abstract *^®»^ningsj or political oeoonO- 
mists. ^o.the' state of tndi^at least, their princi- 
ples cannp^ for^ a^es j^ply • ^is has l^een ioi 
in a clear, .^tisfacto^, and conyihcmg moiiiier, by 
Messrs. Grant aad Tarry, in'* their lietter ot April 
1K09, and m the correspondence or the successive 
Chairuiep t|ie Court of Directors^ since that pe- 
riod, with the Pi’esideni; of the Board of (?ohffobl, 
on the s^i^eid: bf^ibe ren^^l^pf ‘fhe 'Cohi|>4'h^'*k 
Charter^ R^feipng the reader," 'Who vrishes d>' be 
fully Vitb’ *il)p detadi^ to those yery able 



m 

i 

tlo^someiaits, t bere trith siattii:||{^ 

n A>w facts, tfliich, in nay huuib^i, 

apprel^i^D^on; it'^ls iaiposublc to ceconcitc to a con- 
ti‘a<y p^ndttsion. ' • 

tlusbe tWnifiaud tons^j^* «»ni«(3iH,,>vl)ich the 
Coihpat^ are bcJoiwi, by the act of 17^)0, to retain 
for th^ accommodation of jjrJvato iraders, not ^bpve 
il^Xt ton** aunnally, on an average ^f eighteen years, 
ha?C6 bet>n claimed, W little more tba» one tlaird : 
an4 of this ItiiOO loos, 400, or more than one third, 
wero wine and beer, which articles are consumed 
Eorc^^W alioiost exclusively. 

Hod there been a demand for any greater quan- 
tity of goods than is annually exported by the Com- 
pany, by the commanders and officers of their sliqis, 
and by the private traders admitted under l|ie act 
of 1798, amounting in all to about two mdlious 
sterling* the remainder of the ionuege allowed to 
private traders by that Act would sorely have been 
cjNiuned. This, by the genius of commerce, 1 hold 
to b* conclusive evidence. 

That iSns tonhage vvas not rlaitned, then, ■shews 
^^amonsb'ativelyt^t there has hot been, since 1798, 
an meneasing dedand, to any extent, fop the Ewror 
pean arridles of consumption, used eiiher by theEu4 
ropean or native inhabiianis of India. ‘ Those oa»<* 
anmed b^ the natives,'||«ii well known, are few and 
inconsid^ble. With soebVi^^ev^* as thej have 
•oeasion f«r, aim ohiuidaidly sw^^lied^ ^thn 



' oit , private tfailor#» in t|i<? ,Bai4> 

^wliose iodtmte)' ettibraces nli tha ports, to wbicijuibn 

t ^ ^ ^ *w 

comwerce of tho l^^napaay does not extend. Thii^ 
when earned on 6j sea* is ea%d the rouptey^ er 
coasting trade. Bnt it also extends it$ rattii6caik>ss 
by land* to the motd minute portions of the interior 
of* Asia. And the knowledge and experience of 
those concerned in it would sarcl) leave uothiitg of 
any great value for rivals, fresh from EuTOiie, to ex- 
plore. 

It has l^n a gri<;vous accusation ngain&t the East 
India Company, that they have neglected to culti- 
vate the trade to several part.s withii#‘’Uieir limits, 
*'and prevented the export of our manufactures to 
^ some of the largest and richest regions of the 
world," where, say the complainants, “ there is rea- 
son to believe the private merchant might, m the 
course of an open trade, increase his profits ix^rntyt- 
fold and nptmrda'' The parts here more especially 
alludod to, are the Eastern, coasts of Afiica, ,ibe 
coasts of the Gulfia of Ar^ia and Persia^ and the 
shores of Uie Red, ^tea. But, bosid^ the proofe 
arising fi*om the recorded eiforts of the Gompauj, 
eveti m early times, to extend the sale of British 
manniactures in those quarts, rs, a snfipcient r«^futal40tt 
of this dhatrge is to be fuun^l^n ks absurdity. Wane 
U evfn possilde to believe that tb^ East India .IDoih- 
pany would have been so blind in their interertf , 
M to iMore negtected a commerce, w|iich would Imvc 
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could nevw 'be ^rredited tbsa ib&'saijae ffadiffet^neeii 
to tbeir wodidly ^nceibs woiild ^1^^ aflbeted Iber' 
in^Wi^at liadeta i>f tbe ^ be also be* ' 

heveid that the cliniaie df ISiMia* pdise^t^es die i^iaa* 
lity of lesseoing, or detdl^yiu'g the bfditfltry eupidtly 
of in|io. Of late time^ at these traders liaise 
existed iu sufficleut nuAibeib to pervade every nook 
and comer of, Asia : afad ft'is’iiof very probable that 
all of them would bate oVerlool^ed'^o ibvoarable ad 
opportunity of speedily makin^'tbeil'Hfortunes. ft is 
noturions tba\ all the' aitemptB; which ‘have beea 
made, to extend the sale of "'Barop^an commodities 
in India, formerly by the l>ntch and Portuguese, at* 
all time^ by the East India Company, and laUerly 
by American private traders, hate failed. Where 
die efforts of the mcrchanit of those Several 
natiour, both m' a cOTj^rate and individual c»* 
pacity, and possessing the benefit Of great expe- 
rience, have SO long and so nnifonnly ihiled, by 
what species of magic W it that British individual 
traders, without experience, ^an how be expected to 
establ^ a lucrat^e trade? ' ' 

The Americans, fvhb edgerly expldi^d every ave*- 
nue to trade in In^a, 'wcri? Only ’dlSe, in ^ rits 
most dou'nsHing yedi^JiLtherr cbmineri:i^ to^xpoit 
to that country £6$7^i in merchandize and ma- 
nufactures, including those of their own country ; 
while, la boUion, they ^ipostiedt diitipg tba same 



l)»4 ti»(eJ¥f,ijf»i»^ft ^^fti»nd woiaW have ^en 

vmhsmsdee |jSjl]|ifjl5i,jt|jatthj^<|uantitjy^atr 

ba)li<w wa# pnl^ one-* 

eigl)^ of wbpte,jg^i5t» tq^Ij|^ja, an in- 

coiili^ejr^ble infer^pe tj> 9 it for the latter they 
feaod Jittlq or no demand. The l^eason is quite o^- 
viona. The consumption of Epropean conunp^iiies 
is almost exclnstvely cond^ed tp Eur^ean residents. 
The Couqpanj e:$pof^ annually upw^ards^ of a million 
steiftng of goods and d^or^ thp .^ommande^ ami 
officers of their ^jps, nearly half a million ynore, a]hd 
the private trade]rs> admitted by \li|e^ ^t of 1793, 
about J^OO^tM^O. This supply, amounting to about 
two millions annually, apjpears to be adequate to 
the demand of all the Europeans m India; amjl 
die market is pven frequently over-stpcked. ^ At tl^ 
present rate of the merease of European inhabi- 
tants, thisriommerce can admit but of a vqjry incon- 
siderable and » very slow extension ; a s!^^kie not 
to be remove4 hut by a worse evil, the admission of 
European colonhmtioa m Indja. 

It has been already shewn that the almost un- 
changeable clmracter of the natives fomis p lasting. 
If not an mstqpcrq|ile, bai; to any cqnsi4erahle or ra^* 
pid m^tensijan vOf the sale of^^nropea^ manuffictmes 

*. • ' i,ii \ * tf ' 


* Vidt ni^MtetSat NegocmtkK^ tiie rewmil of 
the East India Conqpany's exclusive Privileil^ p. 



H. 

aoQpng )i9 jnatiM^ <4 

surpiri?^ ij|)a^ i;34||Bfii;iiet|t of seadiog uaosi^ 

of Emopfstajo. goot|& to J^dia, as if the yde^^ 
luajiiitdpa^d incixa&^d ia pnMl^fbn to the 
t|)D|t)id h,ave failed, fis often |tas been tried ; al’- 
bi'ing'iog' along wifh it the ruin of the a^h^en* 
tipners, 

Tliis experipicnt was made as far back as the 
lUiie of Cromwell. Individual sjn'culalors, and as- 
sociations of merchants, as Conrten’s Association^ 
tlio Assada nicrrhauts, and the Mcrcliaut Adven- 
turers, trado 4 to India, at that period, under licen- 
ses or comnnssions from the Proteclor.* I'he pro- 
gress and the fate of these speculations were 
uniform. Tfht y injured the feast India Conijianjr^^ 
b| raii^iug' the price, and creating a scarcity of goods 
in India, as well as hy importing a superabundance, 
and lowering tlic value of them at lioine. The 
competition also ocoawoned a glut of European 
guods^ and consequently a loss upon them in the 
Ind^wu market. And accordingly these adienfurers 
were all either ruined by their s|>ecalattons, or, in 
ojrdcr to avoid forced to’ seek an union with 
tlie feast India Company .f 

111 the same inauucr was terminated the career 

^ i * I 1 \ 



* JBmee's Awtali of the UonouraMe jEfut India CWywai^, 
Vol,l.pp,4.ZbaHd 500. 

t hjp. 579^ '» 


is£ leiiteted 

ilito compeCil^ with' tile Insist India Cotaiuliif^ 
fVom tii(< time of <^em Blieabetil to the ehd thd* 
seV'ttiteenth cotjaUtereial Hghts of ’this 

body yrefe, at vanodt oth^r penods. as wdl as hi 
the time of (^Jromwcll, violated in the most dtranda- 
lotis and illeg-al manner. They were opposed hy 
licenseti from the Crown to private traders, contrary 
to the Charters and Trivilegfes, which the Crown 
itself had granted} and those private traders, in 
sharing all the benefits of the commerce, were ex* 
enipt from every charge or expenditnre for establish- 
ments at home and abroad. By a still more ont- 
fageous violation of their rights, several years before 
the oxjHration of their Charter, a new Company 
was establishcil, towaids the end of the seventeenth 
century, under the denominiition of “ the liMfflish 
Easl^tmlia Company wIk'o the original Company, 
for the sake of distinction, assumed the title of 
“ The Lowlon East India Company.*’ After a 
struggle of several yoara, which mateiially injured 
the original Company, and almost wholly ruined 
tlw new one, this, like all former rituals, iva« obliged 
to seek its safety in an nniou. And hence arose, iipi 
1707-B, that splendid body which nOw exists, nnder 
tlie appelUtioti of “ Esatt India 

Company,” ^ 

The history of the rivalship of those twh Com- 
panies, h^ore their union, and of fate of some 
private speculattmx,* wbd, tmdeir ’the 'oonstiluliwa of 

i 



> aifigiiift af.^itAdcng 

ott '«itodk, tk)th> ilinstrMes aad ooa- 

iinavdiefiiaHst, «(viaai{>ettno^iti‘thej Masdtlatiia 

V bas aiid^.>|^mef^lie chaniclar«of 

adHves i4 India Veiaodlira^tti^cirocl, tnoBt/Coitt- 
‘fifenniei to be prniiuctive of loss to %ho> adv«t)iluws, '* 
*inth(Mit being attended a aingU' estceiKtialtw^efit 
toid»e|>dblic^'*» . . 

>> An ex]periiQCTt Mriib siimliais but more decisive 
remdts, was made in 1?68<49, from Odeud,%by 
^ertoas, among olbers, who bad been m tl>e bid^its 
of dealmg, «is tradesmen^ ' with due Comiwtoders 
and Offibers of the Ckimpany’s Stiiph, and who 
Inight be sc^poeed to faave> acr^uired a knowledge p€ 
the nature of the bpsiness in vdbch they were em> 
barking, at Icjwt considerably greater than can be 
ptotossed by the Merchants and Mhnufriptorers, who 
jtove necently been petitioning tlie ILegiblaturer ior 
pertoisRitm to send Ships to Indian or, in oiber 
averds, for pemussion to rain tbetoselves^ and to in- 
<, jt»w the East India Company, This trade was 
^dMofriad on'Under Imperial colonrsi And it must be 
'•'to.'lltoVseailectioV.of every otoe, who was then m 
Coimpaay's i^a Servide, of eva*y person who 
;<C%as areduieiit at any of the Freddenci^i of India, 
o nnd m general of aUl|||Mn of ebsenvation at that 
« tiinwtoonneeted withilie Shat, ^in'Common wkiithe 

tUh me^t the 

!• /ftwern tfe Eita 



whit ’’ mi extensive 8C«ll« xof 
nutt«aiHMid, Maoy kin4b of JBoro^esn CiotnMO- 
dities were «old ,«t 6pom. 56 to 75 per amt, disoeiMit ; 
• and even at ^al’j^e but a very suiaU (juauitity of 
)w|u)ft was iinportc«*^ieiild obtaiu a sale. The Cbm- 
ms^ders and Officers of the Company V^{W# abd 
all others who were regularly engaged in the trade, 
were deeply injured by the conoj>etition of these in- 
teriopers ; and most of themselves were irremedi- 
ably ruined. 1 recollect hearing of one oase^'in 
which the product of the cargo was said not to be 
sufficient to pay the freight from Ostend; and iffie 
payment of it was sucoessMly resisted in the Su- 
preme Coart of Judicature in Calcutta, on the 
ground of the transaction being illegal. 

We have at this moment before our «yes 
an example of someihing similar in the &te of 
the Commercial adventnrefn to Buenos Ayres, amd 
other parts of South Apcnca. Although the hn- 
pediments to the ext^sion of sale for European 
Commodities, are nai, in that country, eithm so 
complete or of so peimanent a natnre as in India, 
it is but too w^ knoi^'n that most of the adveotturors, 
who recently embi^'ked in that tradi^'faave h|^ 
im][)oVemhed or rubied by the specnltdnMi j andimt 
the macnfbctures tbi^tonhy are now daily nold 
at Woction at very 'redncSi prices." Yet ’the mcfiec- 
tations that were generally mdertained «£ die im- 
mense beneffi# that would imwij^ately bb derived 
from the opening «f so vast a ddil'to eommaiciistvio* 



tercourse, sft Uie of Skrath 

oven gfret^er than tliose which were formed 
fiwm no Open Trade to Imiia. ^Tboffe is, however*/ 
thu wide diiference between two cases, that/ 
with re^Mect to iBottth Americh, there were no 
inddicinteretits to balance, no {invittges to inintigo, 
XK> rights to invade, no |»roperty to violate, before 
the private trader could haie permission to rttm 
hianidif, if he pleased. Nay, there being no law 
to that effect, he could not be prevented from trading 
•wdh iSoiith Aiuonca, except bv the constituted au- 
thorities of that country. 

Tl>«re an* also other instances in point. At 
vwnons peritals, it has been deemed expedient to 
allow ships bililt in India to export cargoes of Rice, 
and other Commodities, to Britain. And the Com- 
manders and Owners of these t^bips being prison* 
of experience, not choosing to invest cargoes her*', 
upon which they -would suffer an undoubted loss 
ill India, have generally preferred retui'iiing ita 
ballast. 

17fi8, when GovcmniCBt, owing to the scat- 
ci^ af gram whiclAhien prevailed, gave enrourage- 
]i»i^ to private Merchants lot end Bhips to India 
forKuw/ thiofiB who a\ ailed tl^Wselves of that li- 
berty, >wwe oondderahh^ ^oscriif by the adventure, 
AfldtH aiierwards cost Govcrnoakit a large sum 6f 
iiuuu^ tojnd^nufy them. . 

Thasy by the i^iibnn results fof aff tint expeti* 
loeols which hayh bean wade, dw idipwnNh^ ef 



to tbe Me to 

l^ia, aji^^rti to be iflaoed beyoa^ a dodb*. 
Wluit 4Jton wiaal^ be fOonItoqMenoos to the umIw' 
v^eturerM tbetmel^i^ateitally to be e^pectodh^nt^ 
pemtittio^ an ttafl^li^ interoouree with that co«iit<* 
try^^ty .pt^iyate shi})!i? One of the must immedtato 
contoquenoes wouli] be timt goods to tlieantofuitef 
pei’hajts twenty times more than there is a detnawl ' 
for, would be exported from Great Britain to Ittdaet. 
Of tliis amount » nineteen4weiDticths would retnaia 
on hund^ to be rctumetl to Curo|>h sd a double 
pence of freight and insurance, ■or'^to rot in tho 
waj’diouses of India; while even tbe ouertweiitieth, 
^for which there might boa dennmd, would, from 
‘*tbe ghit in tho market, ueuossarily be sold greatly 
below prime cost. It must be, therefore, by saw 
gular caution and singular iuteUigence, or extreme 
good fortune, tlmt any of the jwiTate adreatorers, 
who, might rashly embark in such a traffic, should 
escape being ruined. The Commanders itnd<^ffii 0 ei'» 
of Uic Company’s Slaps, and comse(]neiitly thn 
tradesmen with whom they deal, would laigfelypar- 
ticipato< in. the g«'n<^al calamity. Even the CmiM 
pany could not fall to mffer essential injury to 
disasbtms a coutpetitiaQ. With Kcspeet to the 
nnfacbir(X's« they wmdd Matoin. unpaid, to^etx> 
tmit of .morn than uint^eea4weBtieth» tite. goeda 
sold, unless tlie ad\aiturers;COidd<fiBy them 
tUeiK piiviMie foctones. > 4md aihtimeieidlai weoid be 

tor, by any uki 
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timate ittcraase ^Uahtity <il' WiM*h'MsgfyStfu> 
tnres eotunn^ked lii, or aspaxted to, T^dia. 'On fflia 
^ttUrff lb* abme ‘ in«ttan«^ tH^ 
exacted to diminish. THo'ai^d^ of Tin, f6¥*'ih- 
MiEtoc^t 'Miieh tihe Company haW usnaliy expoited 
it' a loss finra Cornwall, might ba protured 'td 
Malacca, Banca, and other parts df India, at a 
tdtoaper rate, foi^ the snppiy of the China market. 
And 'With respect to Woollens, what individual 'Mer- 
could, or would, like the Company, sacri^i^e 
£.50,600 atirtually, on this article alone, in order to 
InOctlxrage to the ntmot4i the manutaettftthS’ of the 
Country ^ These are sacrifices, which^ if the trade 
were laid open to private Hbips, the Company Cotdd 
not be expected, even if they were able, to 
continne. 

Supposing the intercourse with China, notwith- 
standing this measure, to rCtbain uninterrupted, anti 
the QSUk! quantities of theSC articles to continne in 
denttmd, could the gentlemen of Cornwall and the 
manufacturers ,of Woollens, rationally expect timn 
adventurhrs equal liberality in piices, or 
jpuudtnaUty in pU^ /iients, as they have idways ex- 
petieiiABed firom the East India Company.^ Most 
certainly not: but, on the contrary, confusion, dis- 
appointinenl, and loss to njl! parties would inevithbly 
Uiumei Mahy years must ela^e^ and an extensile 
wsene ufTomtalce {dace, before the trade, thnschr- 
cUitiitaaeBf^ houM £nd its ^vel| i. e. before it leottld 
return to its origiaai stiUe^ It is, th^efore, obvious 



n 

that-tka'-^istHyit tlbetwercAiitUe and iaani^i§^r-« 
ms bodies* irnkb it seeing ,in jtart to be the 

intention of |his n^leAsnre torelieTe, wouhlbo 
thereby highly t^i^yatocb ^ .> , 

; X ohall hf^eit^|.|ew histpricsai &cts* which wii^ 
jj^tiy iUostfate the pernicioivi cc^ase(|uencesf on the 
naarkets both in India and Pntain, which niust donf 
fiom the nnhtnited intercourse of private Ships bo' 
tween the two countries, i They will also incddont- 
ally $hew the incapability^ asising from the allotment 
of certain casts of the natives of India to partionlar 
occupatkmsf of increasing the products of industry 
m that country, to correspond with any great or 
soiddbn increase of demands 

The Merchant ^^dventprers, who, in 1656^7^ 
traded to India, under licenses or cumniissions*. from 
Cromwell, in writing to their Cnuiniatidetli.ADd 
Factors, on the low state of the markets Ibr^ndbm 
produce in Knglaiid, .informs them “ thfjttbenuip- 
her of dificoouectod interlopers, or Pfiva^. Mcar- 
chants, had much increased; and that.,tb^.h# 
brought home great quantities of Indian Cmiupor 
dities, of iafmoT quality, -particularly' 

Prags, and Spices, which had <^crsh>oM %«WiiF- 

, Th^ are also cmnplaiii^ed of iiitjiheir,tugny?^^ 
i$^vaots of the Comity. For we ara*tol4«pf»y 

... * ^ 
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poig of thfi Metthaist Adventurfefs Am rmdMl tAitt 
pmrdmm^/ iiw0Simeni$ oMtOft in^ttvHcabU { 
private, but innv aut/torized tM^ars, had hrim^fit 
out laa^ 4|uantitiies of £ln^iyi. Goods, ahd 
thsm ^ 0 hf^ pri)»e cost^ and tvith the raono^, tvith 
which they had hocn f>ntnisted, had given Ai^h prkm 
far SQch^ Indian articles as they had collected.'* ^ 
These ane the cotoplaiiits of the Comiiany’s f‘k:rrants 
lut Sttiat. * 

jt^nocD Fort St. Goorgie, they comphtiti that the 
Monchant Adventurers had sold their ®^irrq>e9n 
uwports at iom rates, and bouglit Indian Articles at 
udvtmced pru'esy which had rendered it imprticti* 
pahjU: to confurm to the orders off the Court, to pnr- 
(dtasean investment of the finet* goods, that would 
yield a profit to the proprietors. The Ships off lhe 
Adventurers had touched, and made purchases at 
tbf ports of Negapatnam, Porto Novo, and Tran- 
(|iitehar« and, by exorbitant prtoes, had di‘alDcd the 
nenotry of .goods; wfaieh had reduced the Presi- 
dawey to the necessity of pnrcbasdng such Coast 
and sae^ proportions of Pepper and Spices*, 
aaiQcmhd h* nedieoted at Bantam, to loake u|i a small 
ijnvpstmeullor i 

, fiTdanmU ahundhntly^rove,' that, nttd^(‘'n 

cniPipetitioai of private Speeukdors, ^e’tndian tami'- 

'■ * i W iii*>i » i>ii W >le>*«l i M ltelf* " "' h m il i ll I HI U K I " 
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feeing feniira^^fele to )tfe«ip c^tunnnpim^ 

were sold below, prwnnfewt, to tfee few# on 
tfee iaqiorter> Tii^ tfeeijo fieivate Merchaats bought 
ludiaua Coinmpd|^ilch^ nt exerbUanfe i^riees* etui 
drained Uie eoantrj of goods^ s^viiog that e ctm* 
sider&ble iiu:reatod d^«^d for the M«nu£aietiU'eS'«f 
India cannot fee soi^^ied, but by a deterio*^ 

ration of their quality. And ihat» witli tliese geodf, 
they overstocked the Ekiropeao niarkeL By «wefe <df 
tlw^be three operations, tfeoM? ndventiiteefs raurtt fee 
prosaoaed to have ket ; and, by their cowpetitiotfe 
to have accasiouiod a loss to die Bast India Chnn^ 
pany, as weU as, by dnsiir inability to discharge 
thejr ofeligtafiocs, to have wjun d the tradesriton, 
with whom they might have deak on credit' jai'tlto 
country. 

Now, until the chaiwter of the inhahitoals of 
India shall have nudergane a considemble ajltor» 
aiion, a ahnilar comp<U;ttion must agap* ptodMce 
ndlar residto. Were the trade to Itoha feud oa^m 
to muitpw to private sfeiips, the effects that tuto*- 
sure upaa the markets, hath at feome and' ahmUld, 
woidd necessarily he ahncM^ prejafeselyiiaiidiim fatote 
been described. Toallwhe aught fee eencemad*ll 
duatoaji&c, it monld bebutneuupetittontor^^^ 
of ruuk$ and,iwitho»t the ennsolRtion^ «f a sfetgle 
hjtetdetttal heuefit atising Sexm k to 

With to Cheat Britofeu iuta nmm-o( the 

haimceef trade, 1 daiMotlwlft thinking that thm> 
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cluiiges, in so ffur as their gOt 

toaId^tiot1>ut be unfavourable. The' wwiofits'tn Inw 
dia would be but'partial and tridiug, as they would 
be ^ited to those particular tribes, who manuhus 
ttjre the fabrics ia<^i^inaad ; and these advantagfeis 
would be more than conniorbalanced by incidental 
evils. The number of these manufacturers codld 
not be increased on any emergency, and conse*< 
quently their supply could not be angmeuted to the 
level of an unusual demand, but by the deterioration 
of their commodities. Colonization, or a change 
from other causes in the' character of the natives, 
must make considerable progress, before we can 
expect to see the use of machinery introduced among 
them. Yet jsonie of the petitioners for fAe right ^ 
op$n trade, at the last renewal of the Company’s 
Charter, solicited that the natives of India 
not he allowed the use of rAmhmery t guch is human 
consistency. 

The objections already urged against the admis. 
sion of private ships to trade froto (Britain to India, 
wid of course apply, vrith equal force, to the ad- 
mission of jpfjirate ships, btult in India, and hot in 
the Comjtany’s service, to trade from India to 
Britain. This interference would have precisely 
the effects up«m the markets Of hpth countries, w hi ch 
have been already described. , Ships of this de- 
scription would experience mttdi' difficulty in frnd - 
ing cargoes for Bnrope ; and they wo^d be ob- 
liged to return to India, with scarcriy any other 

♦ M f 
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artk:!^ ^>34 

jeaxn Qf scatcj^ jtt ^s c^Mioti^^ s^JP^, in 
}ut\ 0 , bjf ^ 9 ia| ^^ini«iffi<>n a»<^ euconragementj 
b«^ avowed i^j(»J||yp»rt rice^^ But,' 

effm, u^ule^ tl^ese uuui>u^l circunaataucev, the^ wet^ 
bfdl^red tto uu^ofuA at the port ol London oul^ ; they 
were all of a certain tonnage, and their cargoes 
Were sold at the ConspanyS regular sales ; by which 
means they were I’cnilered, in a considerable de- 
gree, subject to the juiisdiction the Company. 

Xhe fatp of the adventurers, who might embark 
m, this specnlptjon, excepting in so far as they might 
he securfid by the profits of a nee cargo^ in a pefiod 
of great scarcity, would be similar to those, who 
might fit pvit prn ate ships from Europe, As far as 
they might confine tbemselyes to a fair trade, they 
WQuid losers botfi by the outward and jhomeward 
cargoes : and they could only to a certainty calcu- 
late theiam<^im^ tjbeir freight. * 

'I^hus, withept^aijiy puldic benefit either to fu^ 
or^Bnipa^ ^e^mefi;^5^te^fy‘‘obyous consequence*^ 
of thp measure w^quj|s4op^ ^' ouhr'^e a grievoM iu~ 
jury, isw^ ity^ndice 4p.the ^Bast fnaia Comj^any ^ 'ah 
enwpmus 1 qj^j*|o% Brit^i^lj j 

every mdivi^^ who engapl^p a comjictitioa 
of,fair an irre^ma^ cneoura^ment to 

smugghqg ; detrnpent to ^,coti.somer, the 

oertfuni ^eteri(w^on of all tlie commodities^of the 

Bast* ' i vi ^ , 

From tins immense change, the illicit trader 

If 
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alone m ould bonp6t. By the^tail comutner, 
the fall iu the price of the coioniodilies of the lSiaf.t in 
Eiiro|>c, and of the connuoditics jqi^ Bnrope in the 
alllion^i s|^p||||]cht to ru^ 't|ic m holesale iu(l‘' 
porter, would scarcely he feIC as an udvantaglJ!* 
With respu’t to the commodities of India, the 
difference would be more thaa comjieusati d by the 
iSeterioration to which every article would be sub- 
ject, in India from the competition iu the market, 
and in Europe, in passing through the hands of the 
claudcsline trader, oj in tlie progress of nregular 
sales. At present, the, eonsnmer has the certainty 
of pi'ocuriag articles of nmpiestionahlc goodue,«s, , 
and at u price uiupiesfionahly tair, at the Couniany’s 
public IIow’ diffeientJy might he he served, 

if east for bis supplj' Ujion the cujndity, specions pre- 
tences, oiM chicane, of d'ousands of indivitiqal im- 
porters anu'^dealers ? W ith respect to tea especially , 
the revival o^'*mogglmg myj;hfc be expected .sjLgaiu 
to imroducc, V fojfsherij, a spurious, fraudulent, 
and deleterious ^ificle. From .sue|i a ^hange, tliea, 
tl\e consume^ pu'dic, in Groat Britain, could 

not i»e in any fWgroe benefited, but, niiglit be cou- 
siderably iucpiJfHn'oded. 

Witluesjjpeetto European commodities, the dimi- 
nution their retail pric^, whiclr a competition 
vvouifiroceasilhi in India, although attended l>y 
**.'fepw*rable ^loss to the wholesale importer, could be 
no objec t to wealthy Emppoan inhabitants of 
tb it e.iuatry, who are their principal cottsumers. 
h!or ran the triding diminution in tb^rice of 



ionUag'c, Wight take place in coQjsefqufnc^ 

admitting ^'ivat© ships into the trade, be an bbj|<st 
worthy of consi^rafion to the importer or consumer, 
■were not the ’ other^lii fraught with the 

dangers, which have been so fuUy set forth, l^his 
will ai)pear from a com'parison of the freight paid. 
1>j the Kast India Company, with that which was 
formerly paid to private ships from Ostend.* 

I shall not insist here on tlie facility, which would 
arise from the admission of private ships to the 
trade of India, of clandestinely supplying an enemy 
with salt-pctre in time of war, or on the approach 
of war, both becirase it is too obvious to require 
elucidation, and because the tcniptatipps would Ije 
notoriously loo great to admit of prevedlfii>n. 

From all that has been said, I trust it has been 
rendered eviilent, that llic benefits which some 
Biercuntile and manufacturing liodies, in diis coun- 
try have proUusod lo themselves, from the admis- 
sion t>f private ships to th^ trade of India, is nothing 
but a mere di^lusion, and a delusion^ too of the most 
dangcfotis kind. If, however, it cotild, on the 
contrar}'. be sB^wn, tliat such a measure would be 
attoiidi^d with the most unetpiivocftl advantages to 
these bodies of men, with wTWt colour of justice, or 
of decency, it way be a>^e^, could the Fast India 
Company be on that account deprived, vritliout 

a compensation, of that most essential i>ortiou of 

1 , 

• Pt4e Brfbce't Alport of fi« Negotiation httioem the JSSaef 
India and the Pnhlie, i(e. p. 6$. 
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Aeir ^ich has bjDen shewn to hte thh 

s^fe|^ard of the remainder? 

Upon the 8abject<^the ri^hts'ofthe Company,* 
mdch misapprehension, and son^'^esigned sap« 
pression of the truth appear to have taken place. 

Some of the advocates for an Open Trsxde, have 
chosen to represent the expiration of the Couijmny’s 
exeihsivc privileges, as the termination of a lease, 

the repassing of rights bark from llio Kast India 
Company to the Nation. This is, however, by no 
means a just analogy, or a fa'.r icpresentation. The 
privileges of commerce, and the right to territory in 
the East, were not originally vested in tlie Nation, 
and therefore could not, as a matter of course, be 
resumed by it. They are acquired by the wisdom, 
and the treasure of the Company ; and by the 
valour of their armies. They were, cousequcntly, 
not of the nature of a leasehold property, which, at 
the expiration of an appointed period, reverts to the 
owner, and may in justice be disposed of by him, 
for another term of years, to the hignesi bidder. 
The property of the Company is more of the nature 
of a freebe|idt whira cannot injustice be taken away, 
but for the essential afccommodatiott of the public, 
distinctly and unequivocally ascertained, and that 
by a regular process fixed, if not expressly by law, 
at least by the acknowledged principles of the laws 
of this Country. These laws lequire, that, when 
th^owner of an estate is to be deprived of any part 
of his property, for the benefit and con'^&igmce of 
the public, as in making high roads ana 
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he ftiQnply inO/nimified. ai^ iJIuil |>y th9 

of a of his ^ Now 

verdict must, in justice, be founded on what it 
rationally l>e presumed the pro|)erly would brin^ ts» 
the owner at a fai^ sale. Thii|i^|inalogy, although 
oorrect as far as si ^oes, is however, bjr no means 
complete, ^’or wWre can we find a jury capable 
of estimating,^ Upon any ascertained or ' familiar 
principles, the value of *tHe East ludja Company’s 
territories, and of die trade which depends upon 
them ? We may, indeed, form some faint idea of 
their value by supposing what would be bid for 
them by the crowned heads of Europe, if set up 
to public au(‘tion. The price offered, we may 
readily conceive, would be immense j and speh 
would be the only jnst criterion o^lilieir true 
value. 


But what it'demuity has been offered to the 
Company for the exclusive privilege of trade, or 
rather of emplojing shipping, to l[udia» of which 
it is now proposed deprive them ? Has it never, 
for a Q^omeq^ occurrM to those Eetitioners who *are 
so anxious for particifiation tn th'^if trade, that 
existence dejpepds upo^tlie territorial dc|ip^inion and 
inffoenceof the Company; tha| i^t W^'cost them 
immense sm»s to establisjS it on its present ex^nsi^ 
and flourishing scale ; or that it nilght not be att- 
reasonable to offer them some small compen^Uof^ 
for the privilege which they were retjuired to relin- 
quish? This privilege I hold to be their unioubted 
properi^as much as their tendtories iu ludia, or 



ilteir Creehfi^t,ln of wbicli 

cannot justiiJ^ tt^iycd hy oay power or watbortliiyt 
witibout an adeqnato mQuot»'atig|jO. ^ But what em 
|ye an actequate retnuneration, lihort o| the whol^ 
YA^ue of thoir propeily, for that jiart oft it, by the 
ireliuqiiushiueat of which it hai> beeu alj^wn that aQ 
thou* remainiufi^ privileges would be, uot siiujdy en- 
dangered, but cerhtinly lost s* 

“Were it, however, agrekl that the East India 
Company should be in the first instance fully i«- 
deuiui&ed, for their territory, trade, and jvroperty 
ol every denomination ; and were a jury appointed 
capable of estimating U}>ou fair grounds, tite value 
of that property ; it would next be necessary tO’ 
consider ftosa wltat sources iho Crown, or liu» Ma- 
jesty’s Ministers, could draw the amount requiiod 
fur the purchase, having, moreover, first proved the 
utility lo the public, of the intended transfer, before 
they conld, in jutrtice or propriety, propose that the 
CiHoapaoy should be deprived of thoir exelusiv* 
pnvtU'ges, 

It IS, 1 believe, universally admitfod, that the 
Company have a positive rud absolute riglit to their 
Forts, « Fact®. As, Warehouses, Docks, and 

Stock )Ur every deimmjguation ; and th# these were 
ail aeqaired precisely in the same manuertia which 
they acquired their Territory and Trade j 4, e. by 
iuhour, negociation, or purchase. Now, it would 
be a curious position to hold, and 1 should like to 
see^tlie arguments, or to heag the ^autl^ties byr 



tvliyiHtttigliit have not rfn 

©qoal light,' **• tJsd,t thay havr^o right at all, -td 
ibcK^ clitl&i*eiat kiadu of property . 

With respect to^the Sotnereignty of lodia, >tlHch 
it has heen as^^*t^ that the dtovrn ban the right, 
witbont aay puhlie neoe$sity, and widiout an 
equivalent, to refivin^, or more corrwfly, to ftp- 
propriate, let me ask whether it was upon such a 
principle 1 hah the Dukehf Athol was divested of the 
Sovereignty of the Isle of Man ^ No. A re- 
gular negociation took place, and la* was paid 
£U)(),(10U for it! And if the iiiovereigirly of the 
Isle of Man he estimates) at €100,000, what way 
be the value of |hat of British India ^ These con- 
sideralioits might have merited soipe little at- 
tention. 

I'liat the Legislature have the power, without 
any puWic necessity, and even without remuneration, 
of depriving itu’ Bast iinlia Company of that part 
©f their exclusive privileges, which has been shewn 
to be the bulwark and support of the remainder, as 
they are supfeme, f do not question. But as they 
are just, I should be ibfiuitdy surprised, if a mwe 
olanipor, not even popular, but arising from ilie 
misguided selfishness of a tew eomniercm and ntw* 
nn&oturiimi;^ bodies, could have the lefiFect of inducing 
them, whatever ma) be the decision of hts Maj(^ty’s 
Ministers, tor a inomeut to entertain the nollon that 
so dangerous, or rather So fatal a meaiiare, can 
possibly he expedient. « , 
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While tbh'letililiijfrlnch *W(niW ha^h»hiy fftiMlt 
jit^m the i»ea9<j(re vf laying' open the l''tndd to indn, 
in the inarmer proposed, nrd obviow' to ^every OHeji 
the beiiefh;s, 'trhieh 'WOttld ati^e from are ebtM&^v 
detail as doiihtfril by the l>eat ihtbnfted npon the soifcf 
]ect, even of Uie very MmittOrs who have proposed 
it. That Lord Melville m' against the tneasnpe «f 
admitting the ships of pnvate Merchs^nts into the 
India Trade, appears sufficiently evident from the 
following paragraph of hi« Letter to the Chairs, 
dated the 2()th of March, 1812: — “ You will do me 
the to reeoflect, that in all onr disewssions on 

this subject, both recently and on former occasions, 
the admission of ike skips cd iMberchants in this 
country into the trade of India, in concurrence wife 
those of the Company, has never been urged, *** a 
nmasure from wluch much immediate benefit would, 
in my opinion, he derived, either to the counirif. Or 
to the t'kdMdm/s who mig^ embark in the speotr- 
lation i and 1 certainly am not withbut considiraliks 
appreheuriont that' at least/ on the first opening of 
the Trade, the ^hho <^xpeetaiio]^ as 'to* the 
tetritbrioa fit India nffiirdmg any considerable •out- 
let for British tdmnttfactures, beyond the amount of 
*ottr p it tieu f i:ifports, mtty be disdppeinfed.*' ‘ This 
deolaration, ifthoUgh oiEpreaeed with the reserve of 
a*atateiRuan, distin^y mtmifosts the opinion of 'that 
Minister who must he presumed to be the bmtao- 
guaintad with the affiurs of India. And ffie re- 
niowii of Lord MelviHe, shortly after dm tj jajl^ f dar, 

S 



79 

tb« Epard of as thftrex* 

tenBion o£'tli>e pemuwtioB {mvate s^4»h to aemI 
9»ai and to Iho oait{KHls of this Kingdom, which 
fWd hover ti^ thew haen ptoposed^ are no unequivocal 
proofs 4hat» in hespaottto thU extraordinary measnro, 
he was overruled; in Cabinet ; and ti^ he did 
not find it consiiaent either with Ida own dignity, or 
with his implied engagomentA with the Court, of 
Eirectom, any longer to remain ip a intnsdion in 
which he eonld neither support the one or Mfil tho 
other. . f t 

. His Majesty’s Mjausters must havo beep awarsh; 
diat they could uot» with safety to their situations, 
have proposed* > in a diiioot manner, apy e^eenthd 
change in the tejvitorial goverumenh To trapstor it 
to the Crown, as has been somettmeatolked of, or to 
vest it in CoiJitnissioQers ibr life, es once pmposod by 
Mr. Foxv would at this day he; alniio.st. uoivemaliy 
re^hated, as frm^t with tha<most dangerous non- 
sequences to the Ckmstitotibn of the ijcouotry. 
Ministers Imve then^foee doeuted it ptostv oxpad»«nt, 
undepthe tnadmliisible conditions fdroady stated, to 
propose to leave the territoria) government of the 
Indian Empire, as at present, under the nufiiediato 
maqagemotot of the Kast j(n#a (^kunpau]^ throuf^ 
its exeeutavo 4«i[gaii, .the C^urt. of Hirectoto.; dt 
woedd abo be dangerous, they thimd, to dadarJh too 
openly tho course of the China Trade : and this todt 
tor than reason, they have proposed, apparently, tp 
Company, It does not ittdeed 
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tliati C0D9i4era^<M)!B of ijo^k 

licK? haye be^aftH6#^ any wcii'hi in favour of ^ 
(litaiihs. of this great ‘and powerful body. It &eem« 
rather to have been thodetermmatiQn, that the donir 
pauy ehould be ruined* either itnih^e<ltly* by the ao* 
eeptance of eondni<»s, wbidr would ovuntually oct> 
easiou the loss both of their trade and territories, or 
directly, hy a rejection of them, which would supply 
Ministers with a pretext of transferring' to the 
Crown (he power and the patronage of India, 

It ronld scarcely, 1 think, have been imagined, 
that (lie JElast India* Company could have thought d 
a boon to be allowed to retaiu merely that portion of 
their privileges which it might sint the fluctuating 
expedient^ of bis Majesty’s MinijitcTs to leave lo 
them ; or that they could rCcei've with deference and 
submission, any conditions which they might be 
pleased (o annex to tbeir infrodnouig into Farlia- 
meut a projiOfeUion for the renewal of the Charter. 

On the contrary, I am well {>ersuadod there is 
not, at this moment, au indivyruil Member of that 
Body who would not mtloh rather tdimpiish a* oUee 
the whole of duif ^ivilegt?R lo tlie Pubhe,— otoele , 
teiTifory, Imildings, shippings uud trade, -^t a fair 
valuatiotl, than to hav<e‘lheir Charter renewed, for 
an additional ' period, 'in ' a mutilalod and unsafe 
.stute. Bnt it was not meant that W choice idiould 
be left them ; and it is now intimated, not in very 
measured terms, (hat Ministers Will not^n any 

4 
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int&poseifto >lp 8 dfeiro a rene^ of $fa«lr 
u it will tbott ijpetnaiu <» bo seeu whether the Com* 
t^panj^haveiu) meam’of Miteodaciti] 6 f into Pariiaaicnt 
'P^sutafilore for the pr«^80>rvaitoiii of their rights asKl 
privileges than thrnnghthe medium «kfhiariMajeat^'s 
pre<ieni IV^iittais. If not, it miiat lie admitted, that 
«tbe affairs of the nation are to be regarded as hetida- 
forth entirely dependent Upon the will and pleia- 
sure of the servants of the crown. 

. Mnch has been said, by the opponents of -the 
Company, of the absurdity of Merchants being so*- 
vereigns ; of tlieir being plunged in debt and ap- 
proaching towards ruin and of the government of 
liidia being a soUcism in politic-v—oijt iiftperium in 
imperio. ^ 

For Uie truth of tlie remark; that their intei^s 
as Merchants have boen not only perfectly compa.. 
tible with their interests as sovereigns, but Uiat these 
characters have respectively aided each other, we 
may adduce the high . authority of the late Lord 
Melville, thun whom no man of his time had a more 
compete kictovidedge of the etlairs of India. By 
the oommetcial capital of the Company »at home,'’ 
says thk able statesman. ** acting in cuntpetion Wid) 
the puhlicuevenuesiindcrtlieir administration abroad, 
they, have mutually aided and administered to Uiu 
wants of' each other ; and the result has been, the 
fortunate achievement' of those lirilliunt events, upon 
the which depended the exiitence ol. the 
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govenlSteikltf 1^ liityritorial -wealthf anil the Tmde 

ItMjia,” ^ ' 

During the whole period of the preseijd 
the political has been invariably debtor tp the Poto* 
inercia) concern of the Company, But they have 
also mutually aided each other. As the territoriat 
revenue!* have been frequency applied tojiurposes of 
commercial investment, so have the returns of com- 
merce been rendered subservient to military and 
political operations. 

W^ith respect to the debt of the Bast India Com- 
pany, when it is considered that dieir permanent 
debt in India and in Europe is only between 28 and 
29 millions j* that the population of their territories 
is CO millions; and the gross annual reverme JC 
millions; it will appear cono^aratively small, and 
even insignificant. It is only at the rate of lOr, a 
head for each individual of the population, while that 
of Gieat Bntain is at the rate of £G0 a head ; being 
as one to one hundred^ and twenty. The Bjast 
India Company’s affairs, thfn, so far from beipg m 
a state to create deiqiondpncy. as hfts been so fre- 
quently and so er.exieously as^rted, nmy be said to 
be lu a mcmt fiourishmg condition. The actual 
state of thenr territories is such as to leave no appre- 
hensions of expensive or permanent hostility with 


* £ 28 , 614 , 174 . 
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tite nati^ve nowei's and Lord Mioto, the 
enlig^htenea OeVeittOr-Gcneral, has recently con- 
'.veyed to the ^ponrt of pirectors assurances of his 
confident not only of bringing the ev 

penditure wii^in tlie income, hut of realizing a large 
surplus rey^ue beyouil the ordinary expeuces in 
time of peace, f'rom all this, it appears most ma- 
nifest, not only that the apprehensions of the in- 
solvency of the Company, sp often expressed in and 
out of "Parliament, have been either wholly, feigned, 
or have arisen from a total fgnorance of their real 
situation ; but that, on the contrary, they are in a 
* stale not to be shaken, but by sonie great and unex- 
pected convulsion, or by the adoption pf some such de- 
structive measure as that witif v^hich they are now 
fhreatened. 

" Since 1 793, both the population and the revenues 

of the Company's tenitories have been almost 

trebled''^ and the duties on their lm][K)rt Trade to 

Britain have augmented in at least a similar ratio.f 

Their annhal exports from this country are now 

£2,520’, OOOj their lonnage 101,797 tons. If this 
♦ * 

* r 

1 

^ * 

* lu'lTSS. the reveuttf of Iwiia, on an average of three 
years, amounted to £0,897,730.- Bruce's Report, &c. p.' 47. 
It is now sixteen millions. 

t lu die Duties on the Company’s Import Trade mu 
needed (Bruci^ f. 48): it now exceeds four. 




t>eiin{M3ndh)^rai!)« it is of anilturedf vribidb 
mual to complain. *’ «'' 

As to the system of Indian govemneftt Wing aS' 
mperinm t» impcrio, which iMUst thtean* if it means 
any thing, that it is lucompi^iMe with tllfe constilni' 
lion with the constitution of this cotwttrjjf,' I wofild 
ask, were any defence necessary, are not the Britisii 
laws extended to the luhahitants of Tinlin, in as full 


a measure as tWir situation will allow Ai'e tliey 
niM. as well administered even as at home ? And is 


not the condition of the natives of that oonntty, who 
are under the dominion of the Company, as ensni- 
We as that of the inbabiianis of any portion of the 
globe ? 1 will add more so : and those persons 
would not be their fi'iends,<who might advise that 
the highest parts of the British constitution, should 
be jircmaturcly extended to tiiein. 

1 am not aware that any objections worthy of no- 
tice, to a renewal of the Company’s exclusive pri- 
vileges, for nnothtr term of years, hai e been left 
tii’answered. I do not, bowevt^ think that, in ’the 
conrst of thi' discu^ions which have taken plaCc on 
this subject, tlie Conijiany’s rights, and the injustice 
of violatkig those rights, without a palpable benefit 
to the public, and a ftill tndemnidcatioii to them- 
aelves, have been always sufficiently insists on. 
At no period of the monarchy, from the granting of 
their Charter by Queen Elizabeth, to the protecto- 
rate of Cromtvell, nor pven by that were 



yiglrts to tUoir fcrts, faetorifes, or pri- 
vilege? of CftUecl into que&tioi».+ Nia* tloes 

, 4 appear Uow^%4llie #hsoqne«t extension of terri- 
and tra4^ ^l^icll<|Ll)e^ effected, their rights to 
tliese posses^t^i$ hah ’W presumed to have, in any 
mauUet, diiq1iai?1ted. Thisr question has however, 
since that period, been cai-efuHy kept out of view j 
and Ute Company have been tre-ated, at tho different 
O'riis of the renewal of their cbaitcr^t as a body, who 
hat! no rights or privileges, hut such us llis Ma* 
jissly \ Ministers, for the tina? heiug, might choowp to 
leave to lUeni, upoiv receiving a valuable consi- 
derotioji for the exigencies of the state. Ihcy have 
been treated as candidates for the renewal of a lease, 
Iwviug scarcely any superior claims to other biklies 
of men, wh»» might hid equally high for the privilege 
of being constituted an J2a»t India Company. In 
thi» m.inn<n% contrary to all right .audi justice, wast a 
.second JKast Imha Company at one period lurmed, 
for, tlm ,sake of a tenqiorary accommodation lu 
moHey to government j and the competition nearly 
])ruved tJ:u‘ ruin ol Iwth. The violation of the Com- 
pany ’a rights, by illegal licences to intUvidnaia, and 
associations, was also no imfrequeut occniToiioe m 
their ijnstory. But the plan which is now meditated 
of depriving them of that privilege, by wliieli plsne 


Vide 'lice's Atmah of the IntBa Oontpany, Vbl. 1, 
p, 572. nr 
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they can deem their other piiti|«Tge»«eisti»lte, t eantiot 
but consider as a no teas unjCstidaide^ %tld a ihticli 
more dangerous violation of thatl any 

thai has ever before been * 

As it is evinced by facte,' m it tSio aatJwrity 
of eminent names, that the Govemin^f and Com- 
merce of India are incapable of being separated, 
but at the imminent risk of destruction to both. 
Lord Melville, in his Letter to the Chairman and 
Deputy Chairman, of the 28th December, 1808, 
says; — ** I have not yet heard, or read any argu- 
ments against the continuance of the system under 
which (he British possessions in India aregovembd, 
of sufficient weight to counterbalance the priictical 
benefits which have been derived from it, in their 
indreased and increasing prosperity, and the general 
security and happiness of their inhabitants." On 
the same subject, the late Lord Melville, whose 
opinion on such matters is entitled to the hig'best 
deference, thus expresses himself, in a Letter* of 
April 2, 1800: — “ I remain equally satisfied aS to 
the propriety o"-* continuing a monopoly of trade, 
(by this is meant as to ships; for as to goods, a 
monopoly did not exist) in the hands of the East 
India Company. Those who maintain the reverse, 
appidr to me to be misled by general lleories, 
without attending to the peculiar circumstances of 
the tradd they ai'e treating of. Viewing it even as 
a mere commercial question, 1 believe this pro- 
position to be a sound one ; and if the trade wore 
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laid 6peD, the supposed adt^ntages thence arnang 
are at best very ^rohlemaitcal, and would certainly 
be very praca|«<^ Wjd.short-Uyed. It is, howevery 
totaUff t 0 forget tke question, to treat it as a were 
commercial one / 3^ principles n hv L prove 

the necessitg gjt ^ mow^lg of Tradt,. The Oo- 
vermue^t aw^jfh^ Trade are itUerivoven together t 
And we ha'^e only to recur to a very recent ex- 
perience, to learn the immense a<l vantages which 
h!i\e flowed from that connection of Government 
and Trade.” 

The Chairmen of the Court of Directors had, 
three years ago, pointed out to the President of the 
Board of Control, that the efiects of the innovation 
proposed would “ amount to tlie destruction of the 
Company's Indian trade, their Indian Coiniiicrcial 
Establishments, tlieir Indian Shipping, and Anally 
leave the China Monopoly so insulated and unsup- 
ported, as to bring that dowp also, and with it the 
whole f^nc of dhe Company.” ^ 

But M^l^t have we on the other side to counter- 
balance those strong facts, those incontrovertible 
infirenccs, and those high Authorities? Nothing 
but the yague and hypothetical reasonings of men, 
who ^oneously conceive that they would them* 
selves ,be beneflted by a participation in tlie trade to 
India, B is, then, earnestly to be hoped that Mi- 
nisters, if such indeed be their motive, will not 
persist in this ruinous submission to known com- 

G 
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binfction, and ovfr-'bcaring importnnity;” or at any 
rate, that the wisdom of Parliament and the 
justice of the Mutton will reject itbdrand violent 
iimovations, evidently sug^litedjl^ni adeplwable 
ignoraiico of facts.” ' 


riNis. 


J. u, BurudrU; Skiimei Strtet> looduti.. 
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A classical tour in ITALY, 

Daring thv Year 1802. 

By the Rev. JOHN CHETWODE EUSTACE. 

“ H»c esl Italia diis aacn, hic gentes ejus, haec oppida populorun! 
•— Plin. Nat Hist. lib. iiL chap. xx. 
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THE AL TIION. 




PREFACE. 


mHB following Lelters, on the 
East India C'onipany’s Mono- 
poly, wore written at \arioiis in- 
tervals, during the close of last 
year, and beginning of Jhe present, 
and surcessively published in the 
Glasgow Clirojiiele ; for wliirh Ihey 
were expressly vviideii; and far- 
ther, than the eirculation whieh 
that Paper might allqrd them, the 
writer had no intention of giving 
himself any concern about them, 
from a persuasion that they were 
not of sutheient importance to me- 
rit it. As to their intrinsic value, 
he is much of tlie same opinion 
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stil] ; they were hurriedly writ- 
ten, at intervals snatched from 
mhre necessary pursuits, and a si- 
milar disadvantaglfattejs|i|:their re- 
publication — if such a cifriimst aiice, 
within an Aulhor’s own power of 
correction, oii2,hl to be received as 
an apolo^^y for siovculy composi- 
tion. Ail the merit he contends 
f(jr, is that of having directed the 
attention of his countrymen, to a 
subject they had been in the habit 
of thinking very litle about, and of 
having given them, in, he hopes, 
an inoffensive manner and temper- 
arc language, the results of hisjown 
experience and reilection, on the 
important subject he has under- 
taken to discuss. 

Ix venturing these Iietters before 
the Public, in a collective shhpe, the 



ON TH15 


JiAST'W^DIA MOJKVPOLY. 


LETTER FIRST. 


To (he Vhttinnan and Ih’recfora of (he CJutni^ 
her of Carnttietee 'of (tlmgow. 

GEKri-EMi:N, 

Ak Jhe tiesl S«iS>Mon of FarH^wpiil ix <]e.i>tined, 
ill ail proiiabslifA, , u> <*o)i!;rns ov ai>^.s[i fbo c*x- 
f.luxion of BriSisI) nst'srhanis aiul RitTchauiiiNe 
from upariv oi.e of ihi? Llolie, it lM.Ho»ne!i^ 

tlio paflttiount duty of o^evy woll widior to the 
interests of liis eouniry to Imnj;’ tlte subject un- 
der (iiscussioii ; a lid to exaiiiiue with rare tnery 
ar'^umejit. for and against the reneudF of drat 
,j,JMouopoIy, the podcy of nhicli has been so iong 
questioned, both by speculatsie wtilers a<td prac^j 
“ tical merchants, while its continuance is still per- 
severed in.,# 

v4 ’ ' ^ iH-.' 
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idUj' tt<3cnai04 of ^n^rprise* In' of alnU' 

lH|l^»iilg 0tiN* theilwa interests, <(84 least th^i; 
ISm^efnt'nei^bours,)^^! perta^ i t is, tlnat at a 
titro nrben their mantifait^tares fll||woroi»ly 
cludnd from, unquestionably, liPn^ost extnp- 
sive market of consumption in the worltt, the 
greatest part of civilized Europe, and that to 
srhieh they are admitted, narrowed by the raVa> 
ges of a desolating warfare ; when the United 
States are thieatening similar measures, in re- 
dress of ireal or supposed grievances — when ^uth 
America rejecting their protfered traflic, is ipore 
btudy and usefully engaged in demolishing tlie 
fetters that have bound her in centuries of ser- 


vitude-— and when Bankruptcy is assailing them at 
home, in the most various and distressing forms 
imaginabie;|. yet, at such a (itlbe, is (be subject 
of the renewal of the East India Company's 
Charter as little canvassed, or even tliought of, 
by owr merchants, aa if every*J)ort in tLg world 
was opeti to tlw'ir enterprise, and the ®sst un- 
hnunded success attending them at home. 

Twd reasons' may be advanced to account for 
tMs plherwise inexpiipabitli apathy, vk. dteir pre^” 
Vious heddts, never haying been allowed even to 
think beyond the limits of the Cape of tGh>od Hope, 
dim WOfid Imyond that lanirkt is to tlioia as if ii 



1^1 or tiJfTeiousy «<otne |>| || pered 
ilie marvelloiw ^^kiles of aifWp|trMited 
for whom t%t^^thefw^^ unknown region JEm 
I xiOii found MRovoRtenf place of bmiihr^f* 
•*~-A.nd, 2d, toII* doubts as to the efficiency of 
the Oriental markets, the »lapU* manufactures of 
triiich are 80 nearly similar (o their own;* that is, 
chiefly, manufactured Cottons. Tlje former, fre- 
quency of discussion alone can oh7iate;.to tlie 
laffer, it may be answered, (bat to the advantagea 
of the trade of every region of the world, wket^e 
Arts ejrist, a similar doubt may more or less, at- 
tach; the conclusion ftoin wliieh would be, tbafi 
the most desirable commerce lor a country to 
engage in, is a commerce with savages, the ad-^ 
vantages of wl^ch I have seldom heani cxtol- 
' led. Wherever Munafrtcluresaieestal^lished, such 
'(establishment must always inteifere more or less 
tritli similar manufactures of our own country, 
cither ^ home br foieign markets, and render 
the demand for them U>ss ; Im this should be no 
ai^ument for prohibiting iminpetiiioii. 

* iMcnrsficn with a due sense of the importance . 
‘^of the question, end fliough cptainly ^[esNes^hg 
less information than I wouhi wWb, Ibd my md-if' 
e« may ifequi»?e of roe, yet, seeing no bopetif an 
abler writdh coining 1 Itave preRtqned to 
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dler ft i reai^ns for you| 

your miaiit) <o b^nj^a a qoei»tioa of mercftnd^e 

tiublic in feneral, anU you 
ftft iprcbants in particmair, are, ^prehen- 
sion, dot'ply iiiierostod. ITie e^ ^p fcStve in view 
’will be aecorapljslied, if through my humble la- 
bours the Hubject idiali engage more gcueral 
^ atteutidu. 

To those who are not already satisfied of the 
evil tendency of Monopoly, on general princi- 
ples, 1 would recommend the fourth liooli of 
' Smith's Wealth of INations, and almost every 
political writer of modern limes ; jiarticularly 
some recent, and ^ery able articles in the Edin- 
burgh Review. As a general question of tAcory, 
no one M‘cms to doubt fhat|tje Monopoly should 
cease ; bur danger it is a|>prehcuded may arise 
from .he adoption in practice of a system of*^ 
commercial pollcv, new in its ojieratioiis, and 
which must supersede the long established forms, 
of one of the raost^aguificent Mercantile Insti- 
thiiious the world ever iK'hJtd, and the proba- 
bility of involvf g in the change the form of 
Government of a large portion of the Globe. 

Mv intCTuioo ' is" to confine myself to a very 
ibnrt disctisHoii of tlie two following objected 

‘'TO* 





i The jM}T»Aiag|R of a fi 
BriiatU) in genera 


Aao the 
to (ilasgi 




iliar ai^vantages of «uch a 
jjariicuiar. 


And here I tnui»t beg of tho!>e who honour tner 
with a reading? to consider the question free of 
all piejudice or [>artiality. Th<* suhjet't is not, or 
oiigld not to l)e a |)ortj one, but should he exa- 
mined with a tiow to its own merits alone, t&id 
considered with all the uttention due to such 
questions as involve great political consequences 
-—the future prospeiity and well being of two 
extensive and powerful Empiies, and the happi- 
ness of millions of their subjects 



LETTEB l^ECON0^ 


A6 i< forms no part of my p^an, If-h?*!! d^vliifC 
unWing into any hisloij of thv f ss< India Com- 
pany’s Monopoly. It will b." '>uilk‘i<‘iit to ubMi^rve, 
that if was tiRlablishefl a< a whoa (ho pnuoi- 
plos of C\)inim.MTO «oro but ill understood, and 
has bc(*n continued j^artJy frotn prejudice and 
partly from supposed necessity. Wltea (ho ques- 
tion of exclusive trade came be iiiiuglud with 
that of the CompiuijS territorial sovereignty, the 
class of politicians who are always averse to any 
alteration in long established usages, ev'cn al- 
though they should be proven to be bad, were 
appalled af the very notion of a change; and al- 
I^Ugh they acknowledged -nid approved of a 
ttystein of coinditii^ciai freedom ofi>tERAjLi:<v, yet 
r^i^ted this measure, wheu coupled with sudi 
a companion. At length, the* extent of tcrritoiry 
halt bewme so great, and the task of legislating for, 
a||i gOvern|pg, sttch a numefous population, so 
•oilijl^ex, tltat tiieso politadans oonfid^^htly pte- 
' » « % 



noihiikg lens <Ctian ^ WiV^I * 

;i)ar lo^l;^ pofW^i^n*, *^mP, 

«f <fK; Company be allowod^itpire, a syssti^i 
of free trade permitted* thus mingling tb^ues* 
lion of ev<^|||lve trade with one T*ith wbidflffi bas 
no absolute cwcern. There is no fwwitive ueees*^4y 
for considering the territorial administration ^of 
the C’oiwpany and tlieir ovclusive trade as otie 
question. The An user inaj remain with them, 
under some niodita- ition, (and f for one sincerelyr 
hope it mas se i m im,> and tlie latter be restor- 
ed, a- it his to <‘\ery Biitish subject. ' ' 

Iris, F believe, geneodiv acknoMledgcd, that 
such fi Monopoly as tha« « *' I'i* i*o»nmercial one of 
the East India Compan^u t'.injinanis to the gener- 
al intcnests of the countrs nhfie ii is establisliet), 
except in one do1lii\)if<d f.‘<>e, a'»d that is, in the 
instanee ol a new loiimiy, where capital has not 
acenmulaUHi in the hanis of itniividuah snf- 
Aicietit to <Mial)le dw ai to e'’.gage in precarious 
and remote* adseutures; although this exception 
is, in some measure, (iispro\ed by the practice of 
America, whose meichants engioss, and chiefly 
by British capital, a gieat projwrtion of Indian 
trade#. The pi’ovisioiis of the excluding iKMl 
— 

* Tbit laust bs tftfctsn with tarn? UmltttSon. It Was ocrttutly 

true. At tbedme Ani«ricA vw a!low«<l first % pturticii^aie ia 

I >, t 



any vary great ii 
kuahan avar-waeaingcare, 
iKtiffg people from ruii|tdi|^eiP 8 elvest 
111 liberty an(^ proloctiou, vlira leave Ibe 
It to tbe unfeitero^ operation of indivtdaal 
e^vt. If it is a losing trade, ir will soon, as it 
lit to be, be wluDtarilj reJinquishod ; if other- 
abundance of capital and enterprise will be 
l^id in ti)ie country to carry it on. 


WeLViW U^gan to be doubled if tbe trade of 
i,|lie Company «as a wniug trade, it was asserted, 
it was nieiely a trade of reniillanco of the 
Smtphts reveimf of India. It is now, however, 
pretty clear, that since J7t>8 tj^luiv'ehad no sur- 
plus revenue to remit ; 6a/ ^ actual dejicimey 
»fa, million auct a half nnmuMlly, as exhibited by 
4ie tjpapers laid b<‘foie I’uriiaiueut. This, how- 
ever, may doubtless la* <‘harged to the expenses 


’trade; but the eye il now wiii?ly difirreDt. The really 
jtulutdie&o Ca^ta), t*/ present embarked in this troilic, U im* 
tailMO rtf I vrre at liberty, I could incQtiofii one t^se'n, 
Jflill cea.Jl>ort of the United States, tittle better 

S fishib|^tpwn, who employs a capital ef three hundred 
^t&bud;nd pehl^s, at least, in the Indian condnAtbe, in dhidh 
it been ohtefly acquired ; aud many sxamplei of s eimSfkr 
aatintit ffl prodiived. < 



^ jpdF vM 

i^lWmaient in 180 ^> it«j 
hstf on ifae totaoco of 
it a|Kbe on tJie 

also, aiMl oH^hieh, wttl) x^femnca to hseilf^ 
ought not '>0 continue. 
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Bin*, although the Goni{^ny lose, H 4oea 
follow that individual merchants would do 
Their shipping establishment is on the most tgn^* 
nificent and exjienoive scale^their ships 
structed and equipped for the doublq^urposa Of ' 
trade and defence, aiiM %eU appointed in OflfSheiit 
and men. The former, to the great credit 
^ Company, are not surpassed in profesuOttftl;^ 
skill by any in ^|p» world'^uniting seiennfiO'" 
knowledge with ^fi^lpractical exper!enoe‘'‘>-4Mnl^ 
trained to perform the mo^ diffitmit nautical met- 
nopuvres. with the greatest economy otf Irntm^ 
Such officers would be a useful acqoiidtion, 'in 
event «f the trade being thrown opefxi, t»ef«t^ 
sea-port towh in the kingdom. The es;|t 

pease of such an establishmetil would be, m 
ooutse, saved to the individual merdiaitt, as also 
^pf the poft-oflWrs, Inspectors, surtey«i4,*t 
nHasbi^ hl^dsnt, deputies, nniiec««pfyl 0 / 
a fitee trade, * ^ ’ 









to ss^l^ it is ncit 
of^^iem. The time^nqil 
le’lre l^jilated hy AM of Parjia* 
d may tahie place w^ i«| |eaat ci||ctl>^ 
in^are the b^t price, timr neceasUiei 
f of, late years, have comp<i^led them to 
iude in their sftleaaiPctes but little in demand, 
which a great kws would necessaiily be in> 
d. 


fine, itiercantile matters are always better 
;inbnaged |pf one than by many ; and peculiar 
^rcumsiances, already n(d|red, induce the be-^ 
'^if,itbat the maxim* U fully as applicable to the 
OmpanV’s Commercial Corporation, as to any 
^otiwr pii^Uc body wbatever<A||||, 




Tvm the dajw of Da^Gema downtrards, fhe AiPl^ 
tie doftiinmus bav’e beeo comideied miaen ol^ 
wealihj by every natiai> of Europe, and eudi bai9<« 
accordingly endeavonr^ to .engro^ the Iarge||^^ 
aibare to itaelt * ai d, what h not very uauai in con^ 
petition, by precia^ybe same means— fey 
aive companies, aPwl cbariers, &c.— eertainljj, 
not the most edeotu^<way of tuniing the wealth 
of India to the Imt acedunt. rhe Engfes^lft a^ 
length, by the efTect of a mere naval superorify^', 
and not from acting on anysuperktiveiyenSigbt* ‘ 
ened vieiv<^, have acquired thp sole dominion, po- 
litioai and oommerdiat, of this eavted portion "im 
Ifee gldbe, with an exception or tm^ scarcely worth* 
li^tioning. Ifee questions will, therefore, Ito** 
What* a^ tbe causes which render the IfufiHiji 
trude'^so khiafe an object of desire to the ita.ee*^ 
of And now Ihat <iM» daiihii; 'ofejetd 





.^i^r m lae (timer ha$ in wnnn 
> and is in^lp^ mduattre,^ 

ki^ef^ry. The p^dui^tiions of India -nne ge* > 

aMuiely tequi 
to ylie grati^^fiol of j^uropean aranta and 
raa By tfai$ adoiMon, the demand for In- 
{ftodncto is acknowledged ; dand this leella 
^ llecdud inquiry, vi/i. By what means is 
demand to be moat effeetually supplied? 
maidiW^ueation, to w^ich every thing past 
been a mere intn^aetiotiy and a question 
d very ea«iy solution. 

It been strongly mail'^ifcned, even by par* 
lies friendly to ^lee tradt^ii’^liat no effectual de* 
^ih|^.(or KuropUn Manufactures can ever obtain 
% Ithlia^ and its dependencies, except*^ among 
Ij^nrofiean 8ettl|tnH-at onpe, a motive and apo* 
logy for universal subjiigalion. This, howeveri 
*i||^ap from he|!g case. Among 1i»e Hin- 
dhNu, m be tnnlv whose simple waiti are Um* 
Bdd ^ tbeir own productions, and diose id$t 
^bdt the allegafton will apply hut to'^'ihe 
bf the |»opnta#«», less. 
jprqjndiom aii4 




)ie in ifta of 




tpadiag 

Hriti) them, by a>m^;ing«^n<d^^s$odatiag 

f)atattitt«e the<r n]ttttafi^''ai»dL make them e 
actly w^hat vou wish theca to be— « peo|)le 
scssing ctesires similar to vttur o#n, Ei^hteiSl^’ 
v^atQries bave*(hfiot elapsed since a Roman 
nalist described \(taco!ti, (lie tnhal*itant«1|||| 
flie*very snot nhicii we inhabit, who'C blothl pifdsf 
bably runs in our veln& as a race of Wtnmftftlk ||j 
miK^ further removedwom c.vilizaiioa tUan^^ti^' 
of the Asiatic races, howcier mortifying 8U^« 
consideration may b|j]j<o our naiional vanity, wf’ 
ua, therefore, instdlV^ conq^mring and piling;* 
ing them, as Euroj^ns hai^too firequentty 
done, endeavour to bett^ th* condi^io»,%b 3 |l 
commuiticating the arts of eiii^itiaed life ; aiw^ 
posterity, if nut we ouitselvos, wUMireap the be|m*\ 

Jtopirtt4s*imi true, although it b^n adnii|“‘ 
t(!N|, tiiat die population beyond the Ca)>c, wim 
db alhifye e^bieptious, i» savage, tV Arabs, |(^o, , 
ahoyb h .dieWud years ago, amt '* 


ift It, 

ai ywlif baHbiira«s. i^au^^nt, 

|iM}i|BL%«^ f^nt of their lni4e« 

iTh^ directi^is alow llie, 

aftystesof^idia’^iii^y of theiu of large (Jiitten^nii, 
ftlqj^m|0t unskiifullyr managed. ^mall aea- 

porrW OannonorHf on (he Maiablr coasi, aix 
eight Arab vessels, ftoni 100 to 250 lou-., may be’ 
'Ihund anchored at once, and chiedv co is>gned (o’ 
One Black inercliant. Their (rade, indeed, ex- 
Hends to eveiy part of India, and is far from laMng 
in^^^nificant. I( would Im* humMirtg e to ign t> ttte 
ijoavlfu! preiensiona of the (Jhiaese, to be consid- 
eifed as a nailou of barliariaus ; and, I daie say, 
'ifliO devouOiM«sc/w/c>f of JJindos^an, would be apt 
' to the imputa ion ffl^vagi'.tn, on such pro- 
^^(e slanderers of the sanctity of the Kaaba. The 
Mil man empire, according^ Col. Sjmes, has 
made gieat ptoifiess in tiv^zation. and its in- 
liabiiants acquii^nl habits of useful industry, while 
enjoy ihe means of making it intinitely pro- 
dw'ive. t wouldn iMleed, question, if the aban- 
doueil ftopula H|n of Boiaiiy Bay, would not rather 
tchoose to be axed with the most -alFOcious breach- 
es t»f moral u'iiy, than witli a want of refine^ 

srltteh line very rirciims'ances df their ba- 
nishment would disprove — being for crimes chietfy ‘ 
iiu'IKIeiit to an advanced sta,e of society. The in- 
halii ants of the Art^iipelago, including tlie laij^ 
i»l«ndM gf^^umatra, Boiueo, Ceiebet)# A;«. fironi 





,w.8eftip|f^M» ad-‘ 


vancifig iit knowfi 

for, SoB< ^very pr^uctifti^W fft l^table t<^, 
^eir cl.male j* and nothing' can » iftfetc^Uy 
.tend to iAciii|||ie those desir^as to 
4he possibiiity of gratifying '.them. The mixed 
population too of ln(i.a, ia immense. The <1% 
i^ndaots of European males' and native female^ 
vvhom the policy of a late Eight Honourable^ 
Traveller would consign to everlasting banish-^ 
ment from every part of the British possessitslW' 
though endea ed to them as tlie place of their na- ' 
tiviiy, and for no crime, but that defectd^f charac* ^ 
ter, which their accidentd!; place in society generates 
-•-that vigilant and almost undeviating excliili^]|,^ 
to wh cli they are subjected as individuals, and tl|p^ 
p'rivations and dlsa|p|ities they suffer, as cUizettS 
—a system which has'always produced similar ef- 
fects, wherever it has lieen fractised — these 
tire Porfcguese and their descendants,,, form a 5 
mass of population, from Maflrn'ca to Suratj^* 
great in point of uumbe<s ; hut, mim the above' 
drcumstajQceii, and some others, weak and fnefifi- , 
eient, but wind* a more liberal p<|licy migtp. re-j^^ 
aoedy. * 
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imvtte the place*), l»eyou*l the Cape, capable of 
licitinf tunliW to «tlvau)a^ by Bri 14) caplial aad 
' I ivQutd iu'«(a|K‘e the f^taod of Mada- 

j|plltor> tt name scarcely ^beard of, altlioi^h the 
, round it jui^lit be n^ade from this jwrt iu 

lix tiK>u(h». > The *4oi(theruj^rt of the i^and is 
‘ nlnxd a fortnij^hy’s ea^y sp,il * . J5. of th*? Cape, is 
jf^hMien^th near a tlioasand miles to S. and in 
i^lbifeadUi nbouf dhtee hundretl, The Bay of St. 
Augustin^ on ilie S. W, aide of the bland, is an 
, eaceljll^t and A'apacious linrhonr, )?pt badtv aup* 

^ |Silied wtb wat feicept by proceeding a consid- 
ImJj# ivay up be ri er, and^ hUVlg (quarter 
flknod j «t jiwhicli tme the water is Ifast b^kbb* 
TiJS iAand i» 4uterapctf!d,by a ratpge of mouptaliui,^ 
whkh; it nakl, abound, in precious ojiperals.^^t 
’ »» f P«sf||ptf garden for fertility, 

dudiig 'nliixwt' every thing by the very siipple 



with ^forffctid 
wood^< Imd HmsI a1 


iritli VLft^lb&iic aud m^idjnAf f&ajaH^ 



here io prof(i||||p. Flax, and h^p ^|||^ 
''ioperioi' quality, are produced^together twPlo- 


bacco, ihdigo, silk, and ei;dkKi. But, the airt$ of 
rendering these articles ^iKsefdj are little knowj| 
among the simple inliamtants^ The sugar cane 
is likewise uncommonly large and juicy, a foot of 
cane having been found to weigh 1) lb. 
honey, and ambergris, may also be procured tat 
great quantities. Provisions, \iz. rice and cattki^ 
are abundant. They lit^nt, in return; muskets,' 
-powder, ball, &c. beads, aud every instrume^ 
of iron and steel; pullicate liaiid kerchiefs, ai A 
every species of cotton goods, and not vnumc^/ 
rum. The popu{atb|n was commonly rated* at 
four millions: but the Fieiich officers, who tva'* 
lersed the island in 1791, say, it cerfainfy 
tains above two millions; and^the appearaneeiiii 
about the coast justify this assertio#: it might, intr 
deed, be infinitely greater were it not for tl^r in- 
bunuui practice of infanticide tiiose boilteioii 
what they choose to call unlu^y days. f|Mli ft 
population, stith hospitable and soqial habits, Uvte- 
ly good-natured dispositions, and, withal, haWij;^ 
(Ufttirong propensity to truqjk and j^rter fh^r 
Furopuan visitors, to mingle with tlndi^an^yt 
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*<y5i^ iisefd arts ^4 ra- 
^0ftl plIjMuyesT* andfilkMp^e 

‘TO Mptrilikte more effertuUy to the wants anid 

4t||pBents of others. 

«♦ 


TnosE of the 1tihabitants» about St. Aiijsiiustin, 
jf$i6 have acquii4ll «l smattering of Eng;iish. are 
remarkably fond titles of distinction. The sail- 
ors accordingly have, with great liberality, ^ex- 
habst^ the wliole British peerage in ennobntig 
Iheir naked feivourites, who assume all the airs of 
l,gfiN3^tncss« and seem as much satisfied with their 
protid pre-eminence, as Knight of the Bath. ^ 

, IM 

^rlTwo of these sanscuUate worthies came on board one of 
the Company's ships , one had bsien, on a former occasion, 
created, ** Lord AnsOn the «Nr was unhonoured.’’ 
The {otter, however^ before he left the ship, begged the peer- 
ed with ipseot eamc^tnessi of the boatswain, who, with cor« 
re^pbnding $oIemnit;|^ made him ^Duke of Marlborough/’ 
The new-wiade Duke could not resist pledging his friends at 
^grog time> iknd b^g of a social turn, drank rather more liber- 
aldy th|p apru(fe)9^/Feer would have ventured <m« This, with 
tteintoxkMtan of his %ew honours, raised hiO aelf-unportance 
10 an unreasonable pitch, that m going ashore, he qoar- 
reWU'wilh his less Kgmfied companion, and, without much 
h&m acroa^ ^ hack with hU paddle. The 
loaded was not ef mu^h disposed to passive obe^ence, 
ns tile ipi^a^ distipctioo of the ranic of the ether to 
requirb, and with great agih,ty and utter disregard ^ 1>anal 
levelled a Uow jst the aggressor, which laid Mmaprawl* 


) 'I 


Till?} 1^ 
an, il^t q( 






, wlKy, iDiMle |>^i0nr with 4 ni[ 

|)e6ple, butt^reak thebn; and intrpd’ 



vhfcong them horrid tradicM slaves, for 
unknown. The cruelties <}f the French were# at 
length, the means of their e3i;|irpation, alihougll^ 
they attribute their abandonment of the island, to>* 
the untarneable savagism of the natives, whose ha^ 
bit^ never could be brought to assimilate to idios| of , 
their oppressors; but which the testimony of every 
one disproves, with whom 1 have conversed on 
the subject, who has h|d opportunities of being 
among them. Since that time, no attempt ^has 
been made to recover their lost possessions. 

Hi 


I HUMBiA coneeti||i^ an advantageous barter 
might be establistied, between this people and 
ll^ritislv, if uo atteimjt is made to eonqtter 
A.n exchange of confraodilics is, however, all thati ^ 
could be expected for a considerable time, 
oept the adventitious ciieulation of the ^tioos 
whose people visit the island,^ no currency, that 


ly i— l l * .' '■ H IP,. — .1— 

^ SsH gave faun such an unmerciAiI ^umeHing a» had»;Ml|ll 
nigfa put an eo4 to the life and titlei* of Marifaorougb tdigtwMV. 
'X^ Xtuke waf so tOddh sJumed of this rencontre dsM ilft neWri 
after vis^ the ship. 



.pa 

nai^. ^ 

^ U^gmamm^mA ,&#»> *» greritk teit, 
^,«ubt^i^oit'W4n artiiici^il papir mr- 
llliw defect would, hov4ver, in process of 
<t8i|p|4)e remedi^, ,by fi<eq[d^ncy||>f intercours^ 
by improvement in all the arts of life, and by 
^gradual, but peaceable, colonization. A labourer 
cannot increase bis skill in a day, nor can a waste 
be brought into cultivation in years; but time and 
' example will effect both. ' And to circulate their 
^ productions, a suitable medium will be found. 
The iron money of Sparta, would soon liave been 
^'jOucoet^ed by a more convenient instrument of 
' commerce, b^t for the sulliiptuary laws of Lycur- 
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The Act which first eflfectiially secured to Ibe 
East India CorUpan® their Monopoly,* was tije 
Stat. 9th and 10 h, William III. c. 44, 
though it has been frequently subjected to par- 
tial alterations and mo<iificatious, remains still 
unrepealed bj any subswjuent statute ; and any 
infraction of i"s enactment by British ships or sidj- 
jects is, at this moment, illega|,j Such parts, havt- 
eter, as iullicted penalties on those invading; the 
Chart<*r of Monopoly were repealed by the Stat. 
3ild, Georgi* in. c. .'52, whic*fei, inter alia, author- 
i/-ed foreiguer-v to buy, sell, and export from In- 
dia, provided such exportation did not interfere 
with, or was struck at by, ih<‘ navigation laws ; 
and permi'ted British subjects residing there to 
act as fac<ors and agents for foreigners carrjing 
on such trade. 






tiie Eri^ 
uPm^nMivel^r 0liib» 
^?< !0 adlftpiain of the exclud^ Charter, ofe- 
hitifti|l^ the Company^ had the ei|i]u8ioR heett 
of tinll4^| o]>erati(ni,-^onipr(>hending<fore%n- 
eri of every desenpdon m common 'with it* eera 
sttibjects. ' Eat thn iaby no means the ease ; invi- 
dinii* exeeptam* are made, and those exertions 
alt^, with justioo, the chief subjects of complaint 
and jealousy. < 



'^1t is justly remarked, by Hume, in his Ossays 
nn ithe jealoue^f trade, 4nt “ where an open 
(tomittluitication is preserved among nations, it is 
intpmsible but tlic domestic industry of every one 
must receive an inei^ase from the improvements 
of the otlteis.” That distinjpiished writer, how- 
ever, had in view an unreserved and entire com- 


n^iinicattcm ; in urUoh point o|, view the truth of 
the maxim is in<mputabl% but the commercial 


' policy of this country, for no very sufficient reason 
Wbiefa 1 can pergeiv% permits its application only 
halfway ; and, as if it were to be feared tliat the 
domestic industry of India might become exorbif 
ta»t, by too free an intercourse, Americans are 
sOHowed •almost entire liberty of ttade, W'hile Ew" 
tish subieets ate allowed no trade at all, except 
through liie medium of the Company. <' 




ted to the portstloiid liarbours of tHe Brii'Mb 
itthiions in |kidia» lo trade tbeffoiti, it 

is not necsessarjr that such tilde betv^fHed 
on bettnreen America and Indht direct, but tliat it 
may be conducted circmtmisl^ by Europe, and by 
British subjects naturalieed in America. They 
are, however, pn^iibited the coasting trade of 
dia; but the prohibition does not extend the 
carrying their original cargoes, from one port to 
another. Under the sanction of this Act, Amen* 
can ships swarm in tlH Indian Offan, and crowd 
every port of tiie Asiatic dominions, carryil9||^ ««i 
a lucrative tmde with tlie colony of a eouati|r, 
whose own natural*boni subjects arc barred alt 
participation in. I^luive the authority of the 
Court of Direcbtrs themselves, for stating, tfcat 
the total anioint^ ^ tlm ImpK^s to British ludilb 
in bullion and merclundise ^ the Company (ot 
seven years, ending 1808, was 
sterling, wliile that of Ao^ricans and foreign 
Europeans, amounted «for the same period to 
diBfSl&SyBM, or near about, four fifths of vtliat the 
Con^^umy themselves imported. Urn Compauiy's 
exfiorta in goods alone, a!nnm&ted &a the same 
period tb i£8, 108,807 sterlmg, and thoob«f|f fin* 
eign Europeans and^Afiieiicans, to 4S^Jf03S, 



^ Bf'1fl»v4irtsttty CO; 
^Un'ited Slates a 
ihat'the db^of 


a 
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jrftlllt , 
ivel® 


WSe of ^ui ^I^^.OOO a y^fal*' 

IRIy^l^i iotbat of atid of wtui^'^ 

«,t^bHe^|^|lbtHit possibly avail 'theou^lt*^ but 
our jb^tslaturO unacOouutably permits AKesn» to 
ongioss, to tbO utter excliamn of Britidb aubjeets.'' 

I oan fartber state, that I myself have seen, with- 
in the i^Tt space of three months, eight or nine 
j|ihierica1n i^ips, none of them le^s than SOO tons 
bttrtimR, blear out from the single port of Cal- 
euna alone. And what return do they make for 
.^is boon ? Why, for this act of preference they 
repay us with ^ vilest iti|ratitade. — Not an ex- 
pedition was ever planned by any of the Indian 
governments — not an armament was fitted out, 
or a fleet sailed from an Indian pot^, but these 
licensed Aliens, became the deludes of informa- 
tion to the Fmndh Xxovernors at Mauritius, (in- 
^ntionally or otlmrwifse I know not,) who bene- 
fited laigely by tl^r undepluind communications; 
to which the writer at one time had nearly fallen 
bit vietlm, together jjwith hundreds more, whose 
fitdiior baptivit} 4»ere of greater important'. It 
was indeed^ at one particular time, sui^ected, 
*thatt&lt' Vls not the least lucrative part of their 
imde in t^nsse seas, whatever foundation there 
ImVe been for such a suspiemn ; that source 
had, however, recently failoil them, by the capture 
of the Isle of France. ' 





abrts^ 

ini4epi%s,tffMni«df44 

owe, ipi 9$ ^»c* «^i8<ii?uQgy tljk 

iii»^)ai|[,l band tbaj;i4:!^0u(^ 
faw>Voi? <}^)dl»q^,^ to 
pi«iM Hrft 








the 4ii<!ieAt8, and eneti down to a very 
' la*e period, ^ trade of |o<lia lias been consider** 
trade of luxury, as carried on 
with Etiiropean natiotw. The chief articles of cotn- 
mei^ were, therefore, sudi as nations far advanc- 
ed in rehnemcBt could alope have any demand 
Ibr, Boch a«i|precious stones, pearls, aromatics, 
and th^ne/ manufactures of cotton. The 
^hief comm0ditt|||xpQrte|| 'in return for these ar- 
ticles, and for ^uhich tlwre existed the great^t 
demand, was silver. The productions of Euro|M* 
fdP 0 still ^t ^’^le ft request by the nations of In- 
dia; atrd indeed no part of tlie world depends oo 
li(^ <l^foreign conutpes for either necessarim or 
' f0XMrij?!N J' 3 h»pec 5 ul^^ i^y he ascribed partly 
la the tnl^nceof the Hindoo ipligion, w%h,|br- 
itilhi tUdtdP of almost avtary hixury, and pgrttcti- 





^ Any pennon who had ever been among this lingular race oC 
people> must have obierved mahy instances of their uncosoquer- 
able obduracy in this particular. The writer will be pardoned 
for quoting onl^or two^ mnong many» which his observation ima 
furnished^ « 

a 

The Sircar (book-keeper^) of an officer belonging to oWirf 
the Company’s ibtps, had occasion to visit him on boards wlme 
^^ing in Saugor roads, (at "the mouth ^f the ttoogly, Uit'itf 
mites bi^w Calcutta^) vhAy^r sea, Chtri|||| his stay, it mane 
on to blow very hard, so dkt no boat pouffllbntaro aloqgsidf^ 
the ship, cpasequently he wsm left without the means of esciqm 
ashore, and had not wherewithal to satisfy his hung^, on « 
^oard, save what had been necessarily touched by the 
bands of Christians, In tIKi dUemxpa be^ was ItCpt 
hours, during which time, he neither eat hihr drank, / fo thpes;^ 
tremity of hunger he was repeatedly urged to cat Sj^tpe rfanr 
tains, abundance ef which hung pret ^d to pml^te 

this breach of religious duty,4be was might do it a^ 

time when no one could perceive him; bdt hemah&Hy rmA$ied 
thi^ temptatiotv It hi Wig^have flowed ^btpwelf 1|o 

perish a mdrtyii to this absutd p^)nd||^ ; bnt'the gala abatiqi^ 
prevented such en issue to the piaperiinei^* , 

The irri^ mA joung werrprotwdmg i^rj^ 
an^ of ablpk hi Sau^ to CalcUtfl, ^ ih . , 

ppen^ nsinve bo^^mjkfiei^p^eiidg to fdteb DimpfA h«H^ 
#Jlh^ fimt dde, the be^favpopH^e, 




t i 


ite 3^w, 


trim letdk; Md^patrtteblar|^ft«iii.^ 
V ftN* nom viewed aimnff ns as tnuci^ thw 
l^bt ’df necesMtries afl the productions of our bwh ' 
fioil.*4«~'What mibstifute eould we obttun, for in- 
<i%i!ee,*'for ^tea, for nutmegs, or fOrj[»epper? — 
.%e^ dKwe were conindered, by our ancestors, as 
^rtioies we codld do very well without. Silver is 
slifl a eounttodify greatly in demand in India, 
owdng tb the causes dbove enumerated, togetliOr 
Wm 'the absence of mines of tliat metal, but inat;h 


taltiB asy ieft of proruion with them. The wind, however, 
shifkedrhsfore. they could (each the narrow part of tlm.river ; 
the tide left them, add sight came on, when there was no al^ 
arrtiative> but to fUtempir to return th the ahip, or to anchor, 
tlhs ^«t|t«r wae rSKWM'tb, aldtough the cdla of hunger be- 
0fy sreasing, diia was situatiot^ to have them sa* 
alladed. The boataanadio hacy>een long absent from shore, 
had only two kan Wis of rice, wmcb he very humanely agreed 
to bo3 and share with them. When the repast was prepared, 
aas sf dm younw gentigpetif veiy innooently, ns he imagined, 
thgaatthia tolPe mto the rioQ boiler, in order to ftre^taste hu 
cx{kwtied but, a^ts! this rash pjfoceeding was fatal to the 
entettfdMKftS; for no|*looiier was the sacred vessel poUnted 
Hky ilia j^Uhtie touch, &mi over-board it was pitched, toge- 
th^ with 4l)S jltoateOts, hy its iitdigaaot cwtter, to the great 
Ja&rtt8cat)lig|i and di«a^oiptn»at' Of sH parties, and to none 
idsoceiit the catastrophe. ^ 
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) faa»j 

iutiiULa ip6in&. 
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mi^l 


liioed of am 

Bal an# dioap^ir loircuM 
for that of Hhe proeioim metajs, an#|llt>h^ 
fiOiindlal inaptovl^bieota> which #iii|||liih #be om^, 
of o(un ; and ha» alao produced a greater dedmihd 
for the commodities of Europe, to satisfy the mapta 
and gratitf tlie taste of those whose hahits noli 
tastes are still European^ Thane changes, dierei^ 
%*, which have gradually taken place, int^ 
Qommcree with India, hate been, on the "vkoht 
'favourable to Europe, by the .Increased deitMihid 
for the productions of India in |^rope, and hy, 
the increase of the exports, in return for thesd 
productions. We ought next to consider, w^;tl% 
this change has been accompanied by a can^ 
apouding alteration^ in the conpnerml policy of 
Britain, (which is now, in point of fact, 
so far as India is concerned,) as the tra<he im#y 
be turned to the best pj^ssible awantage. 


Xo avoid repetidon, I must J^eM! my temien 

to refer to what was said in my first letter on 
Monopoly in general, and to^ the iMdis there 
qiiothd; and also to wlrnt was stated relatt^, 
m ,the Company’s revenue, of which thmr trade 
was once said to be merely the remittance. 
alas ! thw golden dream* 'thhr gatterln|f solace 



I^s have been from Engl^^T 

jiliil tip th<' il|ls(e occasioned b^a prolracfed attidi' 
di^latboig wamre, in extending possessions) whidij 
to be secure^ ouglit to be uniiersal ;,and when 

« squired will not repay the expense of conquest. 

s to the profits of the Company's trade, i fear 
thoy are nearly as unsubstantial as the revenue. 
B||^tbe papers and accounts laid before Pafliaii 
ment in 1805, although the gain on imports were 
considerable, jlet were they more than balanced, 
the loss on exportsi (which is not to be won* 
deret| at, whep it is considered, tliat the chief arti- 
•es of export aws bulky commodities, on which 
charges of transpbrtjatioh are proportionally 
;!i to their V^ue,) (or wWch we ha\e the avowal 
Hie Directors ^^selv^, that il^ey export 
^^th n loss,” purelyVas tbey say, to enoottipge 
manhiactiires i but really, in bompl^nce'wijti ^ 
katuie, to s^ thijl mquths of those v«ho would 
he imposed to clamour against the Ho- 
no|kty, and the necessity they are tinWr of ex- 
iNktfng ^gt^hing to sdpply their, own wadts, altd 
provide d|etr Itome infestnients. * 
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Itas kfi of sopie 'd'e^tetity in figures, of which 
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' ^ DirpcJ^s ijp^ Ui^i#lw , 

ihe‘ Carnimribat |hHh Bii|||jet, soUlKl 

bi|! aj^ to stat^K^^ly, the 'lossoi^r gaitw Ip 
casti^^stinctly, w artifimUy or nocessarily are 
IliOy blended together. Still so much may be 
gleaned as* >rill go near to satisfy us, that by tlifer 
trade ^ the^ gain nothing; and indeed, it is the 
universal belief among all well informed persons^ 
both in India and at ho/nc, that wer^ it not foi* 
the China Trade, the balance of loss would be 
great yearlj. Tlmt they do lose as it is, has been 
averred by Lord Ijaudertlale, in his Inquiry, vtho 
gives the antliorlty of the Directors themselves 
for the truth of his averaient, and my own scanty 
observ'aiion, (whch my readers may jirobably trust 
but little to,) coulirms my belief of <h<' 
ness of his Lordship’s assertion in this, although 
1 would not pledge myself to follow his 
in other parts of 'hat ingenious work. If, Ihemt* 
fore, their IMfonopoly j^oduces Vkothiug but loss to 
tl^ Cqmpany themselves, or, at least, no 
would' it not l>e as well to abandon it to tlmw wW 
wt^nld either turn it to advapfage, or discontinue 
it altogether, T partitmlarly, as it is now under* > 
staod^retty wdl^ and^as stat^ ^bqve, that they 
have had no balance of reven^ tq remit |q i^ny 
shape, for these many years past So fhr, tWre> 
as regards the^o^pa^y^ diq^reU|^u|sb«}ent 




4 




Ijy (Ue ^li«lw*^ve tfaiJ^riigjfMiofal^ m^X, 

ftlMI% by its ^ ^ 


( ^(»j|X not be difficult ^ «hojW, that ^liafcvt^ 
iwi^rbe its ejects ahtoad, the Moacpoly at h^me 
ii diredtly against every one <j|ncouiil:^ted. with 
tPoi|ipaj!ty» and'3«^hp/eq«u,re the productions, 
vineh are the objects of its stratfic* Notlwithstauds 
big;.liegbXative interference in fhe time au(| 
Haode fof conduc^ig Sales,! the j!^oao|in}y has 
atill a decided tendency to keep lip tlte price of 
goods, by its power of creating an artilicial scar- 
■eitlf^ef thata'^ — ^Tbe Directors, however, inform us, 
by ^ir hnparts alone they gain any 
tj^ng, and that through them the country largely 
{tiirtidipaiesindiisgain ; an inference that scarcely 
any but a fi^d to tlie Monopoly would ven- 
ture on: for it seems quite clear to me, 
whatever wealth the Monopoly enables tliem to 
draw tftHm thi^r imports, (and it alone is the 
caiMeof enabling them to sell liiglrer, than under 
a free trade,) it must foe drained from the pockets 
pf theit countrymen^ and from them alone, 'Bits 
is communicating gams with a vengeance 1 Call 
you^that) backing your friends? A plague on 
meh bmhitg r * 


03 

a t^ree exfiHs W Woilb Wj^ 

might not gi^ly ^^waife, Jfiit they 
turned to hetter’*iu!^^t, whHis the pibifite 
hnpoite would 00 regulated by the demand, BrnSp 
the extent of competition in supplyii^ it. More* 
over, the Trade would be more beneilcially dif- 
fused, in such ports, and in Such quantitiea and 
proportions, as their respective wants required, 
'fhus saving tlie ijd^ele expense of inland convey- 
ance, from the London Market, besides broker^ 
age, and other incidental charges, which usually 
add greatly to the value of Indian productions^ 
before they can be brought to their final place ef 
consumption. 

In my next, I shall humbly endeavour to point 
out the peculiar advantages of a Free Tra^, to 
this Citv. 
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ffr following me through this tedious det||||[(^ nr^ 
patient reader will, doabJess, liase perceived an 
etddent leaning towards one side of this question, 
viz. that of a free trade, which circumstance may 
excite a suspicion among many, of the soundness 
of my conclusions ; unless it can be shown, that 
they proceeded from fact# which came under my 
oWn Observation, or whitm'can be fairly substan- 
tiated!. My intentions were fully developed in 
the First Letter, and those certainly were nofifto 
write t» Jfbtcour of the Monopoly ; but, at the 
same time, I am not aware of ba\ ing tbroughout 
aggravated any fact, or bent any reasoning, to 
iaVOUi’ the opinions w|pch I myself might choos^to 
hold on this subject. 1 humbly profess myseq a ^ 
partizan, but riiould deeply regret, if such a pro- 
fression could by any means, or in any degree, ^ 

tej^pt ma to a violation eitlier of truth or consist- 

0 



i 


“fir J ^ J 

akftil,' iHtrcfove, 1^ IMI 

remiftins of this subjejsl*^ discussion ^robtMyM 
most interesting to mjliii&^ers-^ndeaiiiiir to 
fine myself to su^ drcuupstanoes as came under* 
my oi»n observatmn, or urhidi cnn be corroborated 
by the experience of others. 


That the port of Glasgoiv is naturally calcu- 
lated for the Tra^e of India, and still more so, 
from the demands of its manufactures, I concdve<'<‘' 
it will not be difllca|l'to show. A vessel sailing 
ttom the Clyde, in the month of April, orevuxr 
May, lias, at leasi, an equal cliance of a North- 
easterly wind, to carry her info tlie Trades ; if so, 
by going large through the Southern Trade, and 
standing well to ^ Southward, wlien she falls in 
with variable winds, she has eiery diance of bdi^g, 
off the Cape in seven to eight weeks, at which 
time she will have the wind blowing strong at 
West, or within tv»o points either wayj'prwudedsbe, 
kcKjn a l%h Southern latitude (about 37 deg. or 38 
degfji This wind will curry her as far as 75^ deg^^. 
£. long, when it will be time to haul up lor tljie 
Bay of Bengal, if proceeding thitlier, and after 
eiw'ountering a few days’ baffling winds, under , 
the line, she will fall in with the regular MonsoUffi, 
in about s'* deg. N. a*nd reach Madras in about 
seven weeks more — or three months anditwenty 
days from the CJJj’de. From thence to 



^ ^fat^ may ^An down in Hvo dnyg, ^ 
tijis ifiil^, or any time iiefofe the middle ef | 
October, when the Monsoon shifts.— -Thuavif the 
libifi leaves the Clyde on the^rst of May, she tmiy 
, i(jeafih Calcutta by the 25th or 30th August, (touch<* 
ing at Metlras, may detain her a few days longer,) 
allow her the whole of September ancj^ October, to 
dlt^msO of her outward, and provide her home- 
?%mrd cargo. She sails a^ln on the first of No- 
^*yember, with the first of tw^orth-east MonSoou, 

^ f 

which carries her as far 4 or 5 degrees North lati- 
t|pde. In about ten degrees Soutlv, she mils in 
With a trade, which carries her well to the West- 
t n^rd, and near 28 deg. 8. About the middle of 
Decemlier, she doubles the Cape of Good Hope, 
with light variable winds, and, generally at this 
,^aeason, moderate weather. Here she may water, 
if no accident occur, may reach tl»e Clyde 
.i^^tthe latter end of March, or beginning of 
April; making the voyage round in lessen 
eWven months, and if little repair is wanted, may 
be again ready to sail i.i May. That this calcu* 
laiion has not been assumed hypothetically, or 
from doubtful data, the writer can assure his read- 
ers, his own bare assertipn wifi sufiipe,) ttill he 
,bas, mom than once, tnad^ the passage but frcai^ 

‘ Portsmouth within fhrbe tnobths and tweiWy-five 
«i|A|ys> and that too, wMh a large ieet of Ifldiahieni 
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genewiHy |wy ^f^ij 

;n^hfj to avoid sepM^(|)jtf ftii|a the psussa^ 
from Bengal in fofq^li^nths,'^educlfipg the 
lost^ at Bi* Helena, whid||, in tiijm of ‘^r, is al 
consuieialde. 


ANotfiaa advantage whick the local situation of 
Clyde affords, ought not to be passed over svith^ 
out notice* on this occasion, j^uriug the months 
of March and April, it is very well known, that 
Bast and North E^sj^rly winds prevail in the Brm 
tish seas, so that a vessel arriving on the coast, at 
this^ season, runs exery chaiSce of being tossed 
about for weeks, in attempfing to beat up Chan- 
nel, or of being reduced to the necessity of bear- 
ing up for some port in Ireland ; probably C^I- 
way Bay, or tlie river Shannon, there to wait a 
fiivourable change, and, perhaps, when* lAich 
change occurs, and tli^ v essel puts to sea, she Is a 
second time driven hack. Tins, the writer himself 
^s experienced, when, after beating about off the 
west of Ireland a considerable time, a piirtial 
shift of wind to the S. W. enabled the vessel to 
make up Channel, as far as the Start Point. — 
Again it chopt ropnd to the North-East, and 
diftew with increased violence, forcing the vessel 
<e hear'up a second time, and run into Plyn^utb 
Smind, where site lay a fortnight Whereas, had 
iHte hound for the Clyde, she w^ld have got 
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mm M»to fjrvo^noc)^^ we fi»fe!p|r 

m m»S^ til® siAtfed 

^tKrther pa«»sig(fi^nd much ie«r aiid^ 
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|¥ may «l£K» be noticed, th&#Ht ‘is by rto means 
.necessary ships in this service should he oi^ extra- 
f^inary dimennona A smaVt vessel of about 
400 tons, well foui^d, "manned and athied snffi- 
dently, to match a small privateer, is probably as 
^seful a size as any that cday[ be adopted, if care- 
iwly constructed. Such vessels frequently make 
better seh boats tbdtt ships of the largest dirH^n- 
aioni, and are less expensive in maintaining. 
Tliey would also have (his advantage, tliat in 
Bengal they could proreed to the very town of 
Calcutta* without disdiAirging a single ton of car- 
go, whereas the Indiamen load and unload at 
Diamond Harbour, 50 mil^ below that city, fil- 
ing up at 8augor, near 100 miles from the same 
place, jstt an incalculable expense of freight, and 
conldderable risk of loss, ^ 


* It might have bsen worth while to have takm into ac- 
count, the mighty of Navigating the British ChanneL 
which ships trading to the Clyde, wHi always avou}.— 1 c^* 
enumerate, at least, six fine Indiamen last on this dangerous 
coast, since the year 1799 or 1800, besides many lives, and pro- 
perty to the extent of several hundred thousands iterling, 



And wiiQi || inttclt giii^epes* detail a* mf p|pi « 
afforded, poiilted out a few of the adTautag<|l| 
whiclii*iia<ure has bestowed on the Port of Ci;^e, 
so &r ^ mere navigating is eonoerned, it notr i«- 
mains, that I direct my readers to ^ capabilities) 
afforded to a free trade to lndia> from the nahirer) 
of the manufactures, the spirit and ente^rise of 
the merchants, and the extent of capital of Crlaa* 
gow and itssubsidiarj norts, read} to be empiloyed 
in any new uudertakii% whidi may afford a chandl 
of sipcess ; and wliich wUl^close my 'wery humble, 
and pertiaps very tedious, trespasses oa puMie 
indulgence. 
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IIavimg in a %nner letter, humbly attempij||ed to 
pdint out to you some of the natural, or physical 
capabilities of the port of Clyde, for a trade irith 
India, 1 now take leave to direct your attention to 
those Ikctltious advantages, which the extent of 
population, the state of society, and, above all, the 
establishment of extensive manufactories, bestow. 
<^The latter, as the medium of consumption of 
East India commodities, almost unequalled in Bri- 
tafn. » 

On a former^occasion I ventured a few remarks, 
in Older to remove the apprehensions of those who 
think that from the similarity of productions, the 
tride olf India could be of little advantage^ to]. 
Glasgow; but lest the arguments of an anony<^ 
mous letter writer may fail of producing the're^, 
qniifed edbet, I must ]|^ to in the aid of Mr< ’ 



'*ireight with my rej»dei||y&nd which is at aU 
ia a speculation of this ralure,aiorodeacrvhi^ of 


rgard^ 

Iqpsf Tmde.^lhe fblro#^|^tlinark, — “ NW- 

ture by giving a diversity of geuitaies, clinHiteB, 
and soils, to different nations, has secured d^eir mU" ^ 
tuai intercourse and commerce, as long as they all 
remain industrious and civilized. Nay, the more 
the arts increase in any state, the more will be its 
demands from its intfllstrious neighbours. Bu^ 


writ^. in bis Esmyon the Jea« 


r- .. --^ts — - - 

nufacture be a loss to os ? I answer, that, wp?*\ any 
coipmedity is denominated the staple of 
doni, it is supposed that ^ this kingdom lui^ son 
peculiar and natural advantages for raisini^ j^he, 
commodity; and, if, notwithstanding 
vantages, they lose such a inanufac^iai’^ t^ey 
ought to blame their own idleness, or tfct^ 
verpmmK »ot the indmii'y of their neighbour^*,, 
— And again,— we need not apprehend that 


all the objects of industry will be axhaw^^^cw 
that ohr manufacture,, while they remain pn an 
e4}i|al footing mth those of 9111; neighbours, w^ 
.te lb danger of wanting employ meat. Tbe 
' jMim* among riml nations serxef rather 
imtusfyg oMb* »» ali of This 

^^Hume will not be hastily q^iiptj^ned, piit^^ubu’lya# 
as the truth of it has been iTlustrated by w prac* 

* t I? 



4S^ 

afn^ all countries^ ^ 

(reckon! hm l^ecoi estaMislill^ Bai it is not tir^ * 
tUlt Ilia ex^HMi^eable, couiim^ities of thia cot^j^ 
try aii(i Indlia are «> inueh alike* Do we bet re-^ 
qtiile large 6up|il|bh of indigo, and does bof lim 
4ia aflind us these supplies ? In drugs, guu)<^, and 
^esitis, the demand of (iiis district of the empire 
I* very great, and from India cluefly, are them 
QOmfliodities received, and, indeed, mus( be re- 
ceived, as no oiher spot in the world produces 
tbam, at least in sufficient fliautities for tlie exist- • 
tug demand- Scaircely is there a manufacit^ es- 
tH^ished in or about Glasgow, where the pi^ucK 
of India do not enter into some part of its procesJ 
ses, and in many are indispensably re<|uisite. But 
the article of must unitersal consumption, and to 
the greatest extent, is tea ; and which no part of 
the world but Asia can supply us with. The quantity 
of tea anmia lly consumed in this district of Scotland 
must be immense ; perhaps greater than that of 
ally equal proportion of population In tlie British 
dominions. When It is (‘misidered, tliat hero even 
■ the very beggajs drink this lH*vorage “X*, and j»er- 

t- 

* the notice of tho owcumtuhee suggests so apparent pa- 
radox (U iM*ot>Dir<f . In t|us country those trho hvo bv bogg^g . 
•lOne regale themselres tbUy with tea, whoreab }o Chine, a clas*^ 
feoriety at least one degree aboee them, vir. labonren, where, 
thb ariicte is prodnetd, and the price not above one-third of 
whltt* it 9 Here, cannot affiard to taste of tliat laxnry but on 
''eiy rare occasions. Tfaew ordatary weals being rice boiled 
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the ttmlc population Soeur, and especially aittou^ 
^'tmdesHoaeu and mechaiiii^i, who with us limit their 
^ de&irtP ’to a^ l^st a more harmless suhsUtute. T||e> 
4>^ cpnsumptiou of Britain at twenty ocdlUou 
pounds annually^', that of Bcotiaud would, at 
least be equal to eighteen hundred or two thousand" 
tons, at tlie most uioJemlc ct>mputation- The 
proportion eien of tliis one article to the trade of 
Olasgow would Ik‘ a Itost favourable aus^meniat, 
tion ; and without takiug to account wltat nught 
be r^xported. Sail it may be urged, that |1* 
though we may be partially Itenefited by freedom 
of importation of theartulcs we daily consume, 
yet the advantage will b(‘ but trifliug, unless wa 
<*an make a return for suth*tiu«portations, by the 
export of our own mauufactures. 




Anti seasoned ttith curried oflWsi, or esculent regetables. The 
parAdox may be pwUy OJ^ptaiued by a cowparwon of tbt rela- 
tive difference be twreen the ordinal y pi oduwtb of the io0 aiiii 
daily food, of the two counlrie^s ami articles of luxury, In 
China ricods a>'andant every wliere, and tea is> cidtnated, tA^any 
in one or tuo pro^incfc^ only. In this country the 0 ^ 
m value between a brcakifhst ef bread and tea (^ck nt 
^ Uhed by beg^aifi} and one oi any other article of food /n 
^^mopg ie but sAath 




f Tlds below tb^ aetml staouot 
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% we we 

jg^jire ei|<iira}0Bl/gfr the tirticl^ hnpok- 
ed, in gnodts ar the precious metals, 
the fomnier, I ventured to asw^rt, in a preview kt* 
lerf there would alwe.^s oxi&t a demand to a oer* 
teio extent, which would regulate itself by thii 
^nature and circil)nsthQee!i of Government eneour> 
l<^gwig> or otherwise, to the free exertion of popu- 
4ation, of capital, and of industry. When our 
goods eease tohe in demand, our equivalent will 
|hen of necessity be eiiber fUhrer or gold, which we 
'must purchase of some oilier nation, to en^le us 
^tp^piport it, and for wlftclv we muM; pay in ^ods. 
1^ that it is a matter of little importance, whether 
these goods be exchai^ged directly, for those of In- 
dih» or indirectly, byM^xchanging them for dollars, 
and these hist again %r the commodities we desire 
to import : our manufactures being, in both eases, 
the ultimi||p payment. 

At some period, perliaps not very distant, the 
Continent of South America will mightily pro- 
mote the objfTls of a Free Trade to India, from 
Ita l^reseuiing a convenient stage, in an outward 
Imdiid voyage^the demand tliat exists for onr 
mamt&dures, and the supply of the precious me-iy! 
lals, wliich an East India Trade would at leesl|i« 
jfojr a tame require. jFrom time little d^tlfaave'^ 



fMjdM Am, 

iKraEriiPPIbe mdst o{»moii of 

IT movttl dittimitanoes, 

And llagitiofM jpoliey of its Oo#!ro«i|pial, 
did not mdier ojicourage and protnc^ habits^ the 
i»ery revkm of tiio^/whioh eoadudf a petite fifom 
idleness to industry, from the most ttervile of att 
bondage to fiecdom, and from Imbedltiy toei^hed 
power. Her energies, after tteiiig eranapWr folr 
ages ill cruel and ignoble servitude, are prot^biy 
now destined ro,reoei{(l a qaiekeoing impulse, and 
a direcUon, whidh will urge her forward ih 
tlu? way of improvement, to a tfisduguisheil place* 
^anaong (he nations of the world, for wiiich the wn- 
gniar liounties of nature seem to have destined 
her, and which tiie uiideviating folly, and wicked' 
ness of her cruel oppressors, stiall not (I hope^‘ be 
permitted to restrain. 

Bt a very recent treaty of our Ministry with fUe 
fVince Regent of the Brazils, if f am not mistaken, 
we are expressly barred from carrying between 
that Prhicipality and India. A more enlightened 
polity wmiid tiairil^ dictated a different arrange^ 
’Wnt, but we were thankful, it seems, for any 
f of^reaty with three eery Catthagenians, glad 
I tfdaiBtcid to their alliance oti any terms : H wthild 
>rIherefoee evtnch the blackest and 
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look 'the 'gift liQise|iii% 
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Bbthis *»how near the close of mj humble inti'u* 
atfousou public paticnoo a trespass, vyhich I hope, 
niOat of inj 1‘eadewi will [)ar(loa, I <‘ano«ft avoid 
ovpressing iny satisfaction at tb«* Aiccessof iny un- 
flertaking. All that I ever iniendod, or could 
prtMhae on, nus to direct piil)lic attention to a 
subject, and to a quarter of die Globe, little 
thought or talked of. In tih I ha,ye Itappily suc- 
ceeded, and more, I had not the vanity to c^lcu- 
latfi on. Au andcipation of the effects of <nlrer- 
ept nnixims au^ insiitutious, which m> ureat a 
<^nge might require and iuduc«‘, I must leave to 
Itiiosc, whiMfO leisure and attainments more emi- 
nently qualify them for such an undertaking. It 
is not for me to legislate for sixty millions of sub- 
jects, o? propose plans for the government of such 
an immense empire. I will only venture to say, 
that it does not appear to me as indi$|iensibly iic- 
^ssary, that the mode of government should be 
«u|)stantially al<^red, although the trade were 
thro^ open. Of the rectitud# of intention, and 
vevjf just and enlightened views, of the Ilonoura-. 

n ni . n p. 

V * It wilt tie obseivod, tli4t this lottet Vss intended to be the ^ 
Iss^r-sub^qiieat events, hos^rer, induced the vrit^ tn xuake 
wiaje additions. ^ 



<K> <M»e 

d^iilN:, as ff©qu<yitly are fcgl' '!j||S''’ 

f$mt!td of Coittroul ; and of sifli^lap ribei«!i^|,^' 
I abiU^^ft'i^Hi^lionoar, and ioti^pify ^ tkff/$arv|tt!b 

abix^^^aiaeranysjpeakin^, eiwsry oii»4iU ir(^t|% 
a^noidadge, nbo few am fejisioo aia<ifei||' ffecmj. m, 
that if i^ulis axitti, thaymusi fee ittt|>uiad ioifefo 
dot to its admiuisiratorl^. , 

When tfec* ineroile$|iyraitliy of a second Attik 
U li&viigmg dia laigw «*w| portion of 

,^pe||^when feis'cruaJ and capticiods (edieis, ara* 
tiiraaiening to rppltinpfe the coantries subjected to 
feis sway into ignorance andSavaglsm — when every 
step he takes is followed by denotation au(|^inh)ery» 
and commerce reduced to a mere ig||||biE^dds is 
not a time for us to cling to the Is^i^ainkltg* 
shackle ^ our industry j and to aid rieivs by 


* JFiUia Butiiority irhicb 1 Csnavt tUscTslit, sail owing tiscir-<s 
cumlMsnoes {>widy|iin{u'os4l have Oct. 18il«) saufsvtti^ 
resssn to b<^vo, iWt tba t^bsrtsr of d>» GoinpSuy wtU le re- 
n^wedf with same trtiS<iQg loaodifictuionis unieeis very bohily up- 
jiOSaS by tbo b)ilC{)Sa(lost members, badkcd by the impCi futujt 
ns» ef the tnerctmutts of the out*popt«> Who We the deepCMt 
M«W|it in ths idbcdijilsfei OP oontiauatum oJT tim Monopoly » St^f 
mk iflfWWdedt this it not dieymM-Um; hur them to 
pMfSfMy^ wHh anch s powerful btidy of eupponeita, kt the 
W-W Clompany can tpaUihal. jOiscuMflspi however,* 
»WW fet nf ^ by proparing tfaie public niind for lUtura and l^w- 


tbe i^pvtinacity of our adherence ii^ a system, so 
much like that ■which is the daily object of his policy. 
Political and Onmnercial freedom, has in all ages 
l)<M*n uniforinly follono<i by greatness and opu- 
lence; and sluiery aral restraint, hy weakness 
and po\erty. As Greece and Borne bj^^tne 
free, they rose in opulence; when they became 
enslaved, they fell. And such has Ikh'ii the fate 
of e^ery state, of ’rthich we ptwssisss any lecord 
\j»(l j>ray trod it be not that of Durope also ’ 

fiiF unnatural and unpromising aspect of the 
t'onlineat, at tins moment, fmces ujjon me a re* 
ilecHon, whub, tight or wrong, I cvinnot h<*lp 
entertaining, and wliich is calculated to lead to 
rather sf^ri^fnl antici|»atioiis of tlm destinies of 
mankind*. 'Hates, like individuals, liare their i«- 
faney, youth, maturity, decay, and fall. The 
history of the world lias been nothing bdl'a si'ries 
of such cv ents. Ike Assyrian, n , Persia n ,# 

Gieciaii, and Boman l!S*lonarcjnes, successively 
rose on the ruins of each oth'*r, and successively 
iell before their more fortunate competitors. Eu- 
rope, like another Pluenix, rose from the ashes of 
the B^mian Eiupitt', to be the center of every thing 
great in arts, in science, in morals, and in religion 
In following her through tlie iieveral stages* of her 
progresss to her piesent condition, one cannot 
help being struck with a parallel between her 



and her last predecessor. Both attamc<I to wealth 
aiMl power, to ease and happiness ; «o the |>ol- 
sossion of every moral and iiiteiieetnal iuiprove- 
meut which sweeten and adorn existence. But 
these blessings Iiave been abused in both. The 
character and conduct too of the ^fodern Dic- 
tator. tepds to draw the parallel still closer. — 
From the time of his passing the livhicon, to that 
of his iiuCtStiliue wiii the imperiai purple, this 
meitiless destroyer of human life and Imppiness, 
has uncoasiijgij pursued out* line of policy, ami’ 
.ecuied b\ e\eiy nu‘}iu>. die cstabtislumuu of uui- 
vcisal despotism. When it shall please l*ro\i-» 
iKMice to rid the world of such a sfourge, his (L«e- 
iicrals, like Antliony, Lepidus,and Ociavius, may 
quarrel and may bulchei each other ; but there is 
great reason to fear the system will catnlinuc, 'till 
the cuiiuiiig and addiess of a second Augustus 
livet the chain-, hi^ predecessor had foiged, and 
in Fuisipe, as in Home, nuthing he known of free- 
dom, but lh{‘ name. 

If the superior structure of the British Constitu- 
tion, the checks which U opposes to the microach- 
meiits of arbitrary power, its iifsular situation, and 
alwve all, the superiority in moral and jioliticai 
virtue of its population, shall,a\ert the blow from 
ui, and prevent our sharing a similar fate, we 



to “iiiiigulfirly careful in avoiding every 
tiling which has a tendency to provoke if. Lot 
us adojit (he golden rule, nhichisufequa! applica- 
lion in |M»tilics as in morals, lo do a& wo would Ik* 
dom* t>>, »H»f as we are d'»iM* lo. Let us rather 
giie to onr eneniy the evt. .pie of forbearance, 
than ojUMise him, by iniitafi-'g his own flagitious 
poticy. Ik*» us guarti with efiual Mgilauce against 
tin* abuM*s of liberty, rtiiid tin appi-oaclwsof tyrau- 
^ny, giving due encouiWement to tlu* dissemina- 
tion of ralional fVer*don», ; ml the cultivation of 
pairiotic virtue j the Iwah oid mod eflWiual bar 
to every specie's of eormipiion — a crime which 
more easily tM>s<.‘(.s ihe rpl< ;s of wealthy nations, 
and which tlicir Hubjet c mght vigilantly to de- 
toct. 


Briunis! be firin' nor J<*1 corruption sly 
Twmo ronnl your heirttii ii» chatins* 

The iKteeJ of Biutui bum il>i l>omU 

Bj Caesar cast nVr Uonir l)ui ^till mtidinM 
^ The fccfl cuchfuiting of tht; mind, 

And other (\v8ars rose. Ot'termm’d, hold 
Vfiut ficf f io» that once destroyed, 

\hdbumted, FiMMnm is a inominj dream, 

^ That flirts aeii^iirom tbo eye. 

It ijas too much the fu^itou of late, among 
intv heliovierN in the immutability of the British 
CouHiimtjon, to vilify ami ahua* everyone Mho 
cou)U doubt ito hiubiiity. 
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Such opinions are tnosf dangerous fo tlie 
constitution on which they lavish so nutch flattery'. 
Such security they may indu!g;e in, wlule the 
foundations ’ of it arc sapo’d. — Nero flddt^: 
while Rome, burn M.’"- They may smiie,' bbt tljeir 
country is ruined, ifisfippily she jjossesses no better 
patriots. That siicli a conspmniatfon ttiay be lon^ 
averted, that she a»ay tong remain free, , prosper- 
ous, and happj. is tUc ardent pmyer and wish 

/ , ' • ^ ^ . ?v' ' / ^ 

Gentlein ‘o, ' 

; "Your oSwidient devoted sCTvanf, 

y-.' ' 



LETTEB NINTH. 




"SSmts I l»d last tlia lu>iionr of addro»h>^ jou on 
dli*. wtbjivt, 1 a(lrer(^ phorily to the present state 
cjf trade to C^ina, and twdt ot'oaaion to notiee the 
last otid ineroatdng pro^rtion of Ihia trade, vthich 
hy the operation of Oonipa^y^ exelusiie char- 
ter, has been hi a maunar thro^ into the hands 
of tlic subjei^r of dtp tDlaltedi Staler of America, 
^iho thi» «*yoy difr entfre beiw€t,of a lucrathe 
eommoree, and that; too twj^ Capital, while 

tltose who ofTord t^lein thla caphai are denied all 
diil^ p8ilici)»tio#m it | regret to find that my 
reatooifiipi on this^iart^ef fl^ aamoct; haie been 
Mmngely' tntaapprehehded ; but 1 Iio|fe, with all 
, htttodity, I ahaii be able to shew, thatr the pubUc 
dpktfoa, aa I have heard it ejtprpssodii !»$ beeu 



Aomewbai f^^roneous, and that ivrong conclusions 

• have been wade from unquestionable premises. 

• * 1 » 


It has been argued in my hearing, lliat China 
is a fiee and iiidejpendent nation, — that ^s such 
she has the right of trading with whom she 
pleases, — that we* Itave up right to interfere in 
the election she may make of trading with 
America, — ^tW we may make what enactments 
we please, to<, prohibit the trade of America with 
the Companjr’s territory in India, but ue cannot 
i)iterfere with her ,o nin» brade,— and, therefore, 
that it were /Ae toil CW»Mt, America would < 
trade fo an equal cjrfc5<V, although the Company’s 
Charter were abandoned to-moiTow. The pre- 
mises 1 wilkngi;^ allom 'and never did dispute 
them, but, in my appw|ensiou, Uiey lead to a 
very different result. It ,is not tliat China and 
America are fiiends, and trade with each other, 
that British mCrchunts eomplain^ but it is of their 
own comf/ffmen tbevedhiplkid, who refhse them 
a partidpatiou in that eomweree, whieh, profitable 
or otherwise, tJw^ eplieeif^e to he (hejar natural right ; 
and which, if f^inlhl, ^^Ameri^ enjoys the* whole 
advantage of, while otight at least to share It 
with Irer. If the t^ade were open to Britain as 
well as to Antet^i^, is it to be doubted, thsft.Bri- 
tdsh capital enterprise would drive *4inerica 
from a prhii^pal {Hurt of her carrying' ti«idef<*r-a 
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trade abnost etotilNi^Iy hw own^, in Cliiaese com- 
n>odbje<i>, at prignjent: and if any benebt is detived 
ftom thfe^wade, will not * Britain be Hk* gainer ? 
Beridea, aUbongh ilie enQsniiitptinn of Britisli ma- 
uafbotitroab»ong Hiis singular people, is bnt limit- 
«i, yet, bjjf a judieieus policy, Height they be gra- 
dnally w^ned from dteir prejudice in favo(|f of 
theit modeat countiyiuen^ uhose 'p*^**^ pro-emi- 
nenwj in aU thiAgs^ mtist pot be.^Mestioned by a 
nation of waU^^mtken^^ na lofty hu- 

mours they dlioKMc to designate us, and certainly 
of the little they dh ' we would iw\c the 

supply. At pt««ent£ y tti| reason to believe. 


] 9 

* A few ago,y^) fcy s fewi^iankso i,aj)»n in- 
tcnnptifd the iatalioK i^hijn at Whampon, 

Captain Ctiug <Sf tlw |il|ihiM|Stjne, as Cwpaxodore, feijwardeil an 
RddnsM to the VK,|(riljy, or [Mbtlpt whJ b,) abun- 

dantly enunraed with anpfi^tris^'to ««i»* Ifia^fe. The Vu'noy 
in hts anW to this dotS«8<Wl!, iq the biawUty of bis htjit, 
told the Commodore, (hbt the nMkm wwe bttle less 

tlian a pack of vngratefal^fb^lpii^jfeifeli ^ pMt4pa<dauis perauiision 
01 Uie Bngirfar of ignajp^*, M llsfoitte rkb and nue; 
Ixy iwdiflg toChhta, i»4i*W<sy with^i wHerea*, hatore, they 
mthtng but Iww Uh iiukh / Yet ®Mc are the 

peojite who newu ditft ^titre a ferta#t*s voyai^e trom their 
own shorosi t^ho Miihflut tlw rid of l^ch or ;bilRl»h £phe- 
nKTiibs, tiannot calculate an «r tVoo the most simple 

of the Ntoon*fi Aliases ' a cotthtiy trhOUi canltoOQ honesty u un- 
Icnoatt, wh^ (Itthtntiv'idO te reduced ib » »y«item> 4nd where 
prim«<miaisteta,tmadi>BccQd to be W the fiatt’t tail. 
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tlwt the itnportj* to Chuid bj Ainericaii«, eseceed 
' tliohe of the fcfeujt India Company, exclusive of spt>- 
ci»‘, and no one will deny, that an importation 
even to <h» extotit, woufd gceatly benetit our mer- 
chantii, at all times, ami more especially at the 
preaeni. The exact amount of this iinporiatioli, 
H #11 not be oasy to ascertain, hot I was recently 
put in possession^ Of a doOument which may load 
to ail appruximation to snclra result, on die au- 
thenticity of which I ha'^0 every reliance, us it 
(Sine from a quarter lioi at all liable to suspicion, 
dial indeetbwbere no nM;di\e to falsify eould exist. 
By (his document h ap|>ear3, ’\lUit in lUile more 
than a year, endin|i Noveml^r, IHIO, there hail 
been exported from the l^rt of Ciemton, in Ame- 
lican boitoMW, 124^0 ton»of wa, besides Iwrce- 
lain, silks, dSc. a qu^n^ify 
that article at (he Ixt^a^ House Ihr a twelvemonth, 
Tlu* value of this ex^riatatm caniM lie estimated 
at much less than three fdiiUotis AVr'fng, but call 
it two n^lHoisii five hpndi^ thouswud, tlieti the 
next question wi|l be, hew Was ^ds payment pro- 
vided for ? In Whal^dbpe wfis it made ? 

» 

As the Uws of die Chinese empire not per- 
mit colottitmtjom fWqvqn the reshience of foreign- 
ers amongst them, except a few commercial a^ehts. 
and that only dmitig the sea von of shipping) to- 
gether with^aabftiehoe of all foreign trading con’ 



Section on fhe’ltol w ttip iJwsrfselteB, H 

foitows, tlwt*ttA«IKcie8 'Which the nc^ociaiicn of . 
bfll^bf CKdlli^ io tBcVchanlb almost evei^ 

wtedfe clsi*, are here hardly hoown,' A few bills on' 
Beagtih and evati Ametii ^5 are sold by 
^^aitikeimt hut fe no'^reat ex^f; the eW^ j^y- 
mehJs mttst, *h«^ore,:t W i^s^de" id specie, |f in 
gdollfl; life proptfetkfeittl'fho*^^ of 'each, Imve 
litf Ineahs^of events, by 

bmVihe ene himt ^ Americans 

likely la be to i»n>cure it, 

they must barter gcmdi;i^«ca[^c,--if in goods, 
.Mfe. probable them 

)&ifebeehMt»w'#to «» 


' a Ihtge ^i^aWM 
We cannoC t 


i4«a^ri^)ve8tiiient. 

le" Awe^cam, for 

ihakihg ibe IfraSlh,' but we 

ohglit to'denreSi^' u» 
fimtt all fMt» had ; 


. fhwat toahe faWe <»f; |*ldli^ ai^ Ajaebpe, with 

^ .1 ‘ , 


’sX^nBlfeat l^rli 

U /. ^ 


^ *<71 i 



ife-; 

i' 
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(hi«i rruel a gg ra nation « that although, like Ovid’s 
Spider, our b&wefa are extracted, we are not, 
like her, allowed the privilege of voeavittg them 
oorselres^ 

DcttiNo the year 1810, the exports from China* 
by the Company’s ships, were somewhat less than 
usuaf, owing probably to the want of Capital, and 
not to a diminished home demand, as it is said, 
from the increased use of West India cotfee j when 
the very rev'erse, I belieye, is the fect^K'. 

A siMii AR cause prevents our turning to ac- 
count the Spice Islands, formerly so lucrative to 
their possessors. By our ro-conquest of the Mol- 
Idccas, and the recent accession of Java, wr‘ have 
driven the Frendi and Dutch from the last strong 
hold they possessed in Asia j indeeij,' the only frag- 
ment of the trade, ejijoyed by these nations for 
many years past, has been confined to an occa- 
sional ship of war, stealing to Europe* with a car- 
go, and with various stux'css. Notwithstanding 
these acquisitions, spices have become scarce, and 
consequently dearer, not following the policy 
practised by the Dutch, of "making an annual 


* It is asserted, by very iQtel%ent mercHants, tbat tbe de> 
tnatid for tea has increased since coffee beewpe so loir price, 
and this belief Is pretty general. 

* H 
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ho'iellre of the wirplus Aromatics^ to t>revoul a 
fall in the price— but from the waut of ivherewith- 
all to purtMse tliem, or to pay thejaboar of cul- 
tivatiing and collectiug them*, w more direct 
torms^.tlieir capital is ua«^uitl to the rast region, 
oier which their mercantile Monopoly extendi, 
and their territorial revenue is novr entirely ex- 
hausted, by the expend of the dilferent Govern- 
ment ei>tablis|^nien(s ; and itideed, falls idiort of 
their actual demands, insteadi''{if furnishing a lat^e 
net surplus, to bq remitted hdtpb in iiivesitncnts. 

? I 

In again addjlepipg^ wu, 1 cannot resist notic- 
ing, as a>i indication of/ growing attention to this 
subject, on the part, of |lm public, the resolutions 
of the meeting, of merchants at Oceenock, on the 
27th uU. on it ^ proposed? to Ibund a Peti- 
tion to Parliaho^^t^ |a thu^t, l«)wever, expressing 
my satiifaetion at tins evqnt, t would not be un- 
derstpod f,o insinuate) |diiat ipy very humble tsssavs, 
bad the small^H^t share it about ; and 

I bog to atsmre you, th&‘t my 'jdy trould not be the 
less sincere^ to low'^ and village in Bii- 

tain, pursuing although coupled 

with the {jsBumnre, tllaf ov«n the very name of 
this paper had ueW jbOdn heard of amongst 
them* BJy «*oIe bb|^ In dbirfiding myself on 
puhlio npice, was, ff pci«albie« fo stimulate inquiry 
on this Street— not i&b it— to point out, 



(like a linger post,) wfiere 'ftke ifoatf Mes--pot to 
conduct my readers tbrongh ijt^nd if they shkli 
happen ‘to tall upon it ‘o? their own accord, and 
without the aid of a directing Posit it only proves 
that they may he right, ^thout my assistance, b«|t 
‘t does not pme that 1 am vdroag. 

\ \ 

ir I understand rightly the import of the shth 
of the Greenock Resolutions, it seems, as if on it 
they intend bottoming their Petition ; if so, 1 fear, 
granting the prayer of it, would not gneatly bene* 
fit them. ■'If the ^mpapy were to retain the whole 
of the China aliso'thai of their own terri- 

^tory, and the ' supply of 'Great Britain, 

■^liat remains of be turned to little ad- 

^vantage^ A carrying^ wA^ might doubtless be 
maintained to some ,etmnt, but the cliief com- 
modity which could be i^tained from the dj^ 
terri(ories in return for our ihahufectureSj, Would ' 
be sjjices, and which aJSmii' bid Of a 
mand, all o»er thejfi^l^y»A cpnsideftltfie^^jftiide 
might be carried ftoth Vtid 

the ueighhourittg Imt tlie 

tliere exists tbo greatesf d^mnd is W/*lRd^Vhkli 
would form tlie staplp commodity of a'fre4 'ffade. 
Without this,f I do not 'see wljai ib© lojibAwdli4%r- 
go of a private trader eotiid cohnst df, to 

be fearoi, Company will not rea4|]|oP^'P^ 
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this, their roost lucrative, as well as most exten- 
sive commerce. 

The Gree>' ^ Gentlemen disclaim e\ery in- 
tention of trenching on the substantial rights of 
the East India Company, lliis is at best an am- 
biguous declaration of neutrality. The adjective 
substantkU, being capable of as great a variety 
of qualifications, as may suit fiie arguments of 
either party. Those Gentlenen may have a very 
clear contprehension of what they believe to be the 
substantial rights of the i^mpany— on the other 
hand, the Directors see 4s the extent of 

those rights, and yet, I d*re iii^ conceptions, 
of them, are not only but Contrary. Ifl 

the Monopolji is bad pf if the country iai 

under no obligation to continuf it — if the contiuu- 
ance of it would inflict more mischief, than it could 
possibly do good — and if its abrCgation would 
Ik‘ productive of more bepf^i tlian loss, or incon- 
venience to five tehoik'Xm^h nation; then it 
neems W ^Itow, tliat not fialf mea- 

»nres, AkabA Ive resor'ed ttv---Wben, however, 
the total of the influience of fire Company is 
couali^(<M* and the intianq, v^ety of channels in 
' wliicbit^texerted, the task seems almost a hope-' 
otiOf bti^t stirring the question, is the chief 
tqaiking converts, and the object of con- 
ittcely worth the contest. I do not, how-. 
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A 

ever, |)res«0rne to Ai^caign any part of the 
tions of thc?^ gentlemen, butl on the confraty V 
fai^ily applaua tlte publie spirit ' ' 

and hal3 them as a happy omen of the e^pi^qp^ , 
olP'^t liberal inquiry, Vfhith ali»ays conduid|> tlf 
Fesaits' founded in truth and rcaaon. And as die.i 
value the trade to the Eastern Archipelago* ^ 
wliidi these Gentlemen would limit themselvbs 
can only be estimated by an experiment, wb^ is 
has never yet been made, it is surely worth whiloy 
risking it — ^besides, valueboing not ijn imnmtahlphH 
but a constantly fluctuating quant!l|y, 

CCS may occur in the lapse qf a very fqw 'gmxn 
to al(u materially its amount iq this insttanoO^'i 
When otti ancestors made Morth Aiiaeyii^,a 
of banishment for those, Mho shq^^d ^h^vq, ripjfilvf 
hanged, P conjecture 
ter. 

Fbom the little t and 

Moied capatfl^ii^ P®’’* 

suaded that a hehie6<^ that vast 

country, will In time be opej|E^,^l liberal policy 
be adopted in the Goverumeik^ hnd few re^n; 
stricnons laid on i's infapt But this is a 

field on which I capnt^ '^ piafpenf <a|ter. 
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UjrrER'TENT«. 

t 


* 

] ■ 

iT'ivottld he an tn^necessaty waste of your time, 
and a aort of insnit on ypur understandings, to 
i'q>eat the tti|e inaxii|i» tl«^ the wants and desires 
of mankind giee rise to trad^^ and that the grati- 
^ ticatkm diese wantis ^imuiate new desires and 
flhw wiaald be jqpknre«>suited to practical 

purpoaes^-^ Hie of sucli 

wants, in any given tnt given time, could 

lie shown' la a st^rabj«x,,d^^pia of certainty. 
'Wliere a legisWtnre doel i»nt itnptwe ai^trary and 
capricious exapt^^ns, or out unrea-> 

senable bounties, the i^ant of informatmn in these 
particulars Is the ehief cause of failure in mercan-' 
tile speculation, and h pfoper k^wledge of them 
almost the only nteans of iasnrii|g sueees^. Where 
any particular adventure b entered into without 
adliering to this discreet rule, every thing h trust* 
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ed to chance, and may turn out fortunately, or 
otherwise, as that blind guide shall please to di* 
rect. 

f 

To the above circumstances; or their inability 
to profit by (hem, has been owing in a very great 
degree the losses of the East India Company. 
Wars in India have of late exhausted their territio> 
rial revenue, yet trade they must, for tfie purpose 
of meeting their home payments, and in liopes of 
better times ; wliile many of the articles they im* 
port are utterly unsaleable, others of diminished 
value, and, at best, Ipt saving a loss, some few 
arucles excepted. It would not be long thus 
with private adventmfetiiV''^they would have no 
particular commercial .iq^totn to support; if the 
trade did not succeed, '^jfhoy would relinquish it. 
Besides, a private adv^tureC, if he found the 
home market glutted with the commodities he im- 
ports, would instantly proceed elsewhere with his 
(‘argo, as a more enlarged demand might prompt 
him. This the Company cannot do ; their impor- 
tations must be to the port of London alone, where 
the goods are wat’choitiied, and caiUaot be ro-cx- 
ported, without bocondng subject to a sale and 
heavy charges, wlncb a private trader would save, 
by proceeding directly to a better market.' In 
their exports, the same thing would occur ; a pri- 
vate trader, if he found his cargo unsaleable at 
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onp port of A^ia.} would try others, till he fooa4 a 
market for hia Investment. This tlie Company 
cannot cOnveniehtly do ; the cargoes of their ships 
are neoesaaiil^ discharged at tlie p<^s to ^which 
they are destined at Snne, (some few cases ex- 
cepted,) without beiag subjected to any change of 
circumstance, of supply, or demand. To be sure, 
as their ’^rgpes are,* to a great extent, military 
and nai»4,»*dws^ j;heir adhering to such a practice 
is of le«s impdfl^ice ; hut' where the investment 
hapjpens to he of a general mture, the effect must 
be very injurious. 

Tnannlsldso another yW obvious reason why 
the ComiHtoy do not*tm<le V the same advantage 
as Indlvtdmila mi|^. , *^‘“S sovereigns as 

well as meijchai^, ib« of the former (to 

wliich I believfe^y {?©alously attaclwd) 

occupy the geeatesf riiare'fi^.foeir attention. At 
all events, ttm»c neo^rily inter- 
fere with tbdr and where such 

opposite p«m.«Hto ar^ t^fdned) *t is not in nature 
tc nxpent hodt W%he gro^uted diligently. 
The inidhto 'deteib of (a Mercantile Counting 
I^ifoitse wfe totally htcod^tfole with wielding the 
destinies of a migify emjpofc. In their capacity of 
inerchanfs, much will depend on such minute and 
ap}«inMitl> trlfiii.g Information, as in their ohamc- 
ter of So\ er(*igns. would he unworthy of notice. 




want QfiSx^tm'k[^y^ ^ that'depart- 
menrto wWiSk l)Sin wn,*# Inte yeani,' 


they caimpi^ 

do tho/dtiai ofj^^ subject 


“ AkxroW al’t tu Bjritisb mer^nt 

shnn'W, at'lW^lJive qf ntofcing trial 

of a trade frt»\i^oli4b0y hbw been se long and 
so iiqttriously eja^tddfld, I w^njd, witb animmiliiy, 
however nnpojiiilar '«*<4 be,, warn 

my <»tintrymen‘ 9Sot toTfe^^3%u!ne4n tMr 
first 'views *** S«¥’' 

' eu dreams ouf q[f itjf rniu onij m&S 

.awaken them. , W^y be expected, 

and' ratiooajiy,' '«i4 an* additional fieW to 
•adventure'; butt f%r*<iW^pp' my «PPffh|to9ions) 
that more is l^ed ^r'tlpjn tblf, measure tbaa* 
ou^if,' in .0 bd'anl&attHl. fn aoguing 

such an WKWt of 

incurring dllM >® notvlon** 

against the a wo© ia pronounced 

against liiro that shall affempt topreserve.a vwtige 
of it. tbe peopte^hav© bwi told by Dr.«Sunih 
and othQF mnuioid m^n that &1! Monof>'Jrcs are 
very bad things; ^ibat tl'‘ Kjtst India nonopoK i* 
one of (be ti©oi*s/*kiud ; and, icj, lar syl- 


\ 


pr^ioe,,howe»«r 

air md e)(cti«ii»e or would 


:®i 


♦ ^p^ritnejat t 
dl9^^^^ conceive, 
any’ls territorial 
«ii <^'er occurred 

uiL'^^ if i>. . ji* * 


Miidk the 




vvpUid 

. beiPg in< 

^j^'Wtfj^t^yhere they 
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•erioii» tiie M qualified 

Wi^je «ft ‘Uie ebjecis of 

AI» tvBlffic^t^ tileie,i^|)liVe'^iU^>i)^tin tiie ba- 
•^bit qf iaqfliHfKi iatoeis^ suhjoiii a Ji$t 

<of thip«^' fotat the 

ciaviag 

<]^Tdon of for 

'«fi»<iaiig 4ja ito ia already fiuuiliar 

<0 iham, ^ w , 


ABTl 
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Alunu 

6 * J 

Anana Beads 
Assafoetide. 
Bark. 
BaodaottSb^i 




*> CiMHHAmSflk. 


‘1 ^nC *C^|uia 

Bo»a*.‘ % yf . 

Buds or Bloom df^***^ '' Cibi&OD. 

Bufilo Hides. , . Closo IUuk< 

Cakelack. Clem. 
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Cochineal* 

•Myrrh; 

Coffee. 

Nu^me^gb 

CoJumba Root 

Itlutmegs c{mdied< 

Covial Rougli. 

Nux vomica. 

Cotton Wool, 

Oil (Sonamon. 

Cotton Yarn. ^ 

Olibanma. 

Cowries. 

* Ophim* , 

Dragons Blood, " 

Palaotipoyei. 

Drugs. 

Pepper. 

Ebony Wood. 

Pepper lerg. 

Elephant Teeth. 

Piece gcibds, all sorts. 

Extract Rhubarb. 

Pn(iente> AUspice. 

I'ofisil AlkalL ^ 

Bed Wdod. ^ 

Gdibanum. 

Rhdbarb. 

Ginger, Greon. ^ - 

• )Bice. 

G«nger. 

8a£9ower. 

Gold dust. 


Gum ^Amontacum. 

Sa) Amoniac. * 

— Arabic. 

Sal^etre. 

Gum Elemic. 

• • S^dai» or Japite wood. 

— ^ Lack, » 

Swdldck. 

Myrrh, 

^t,aU kinds. / 

— .^Sarcocol, 

-BfaeUack. 

GumTragaoanth, 

ShawUt Cashmere; - 

Dt mp or Paut. 

Bpsieoard. ' < 

Indigo. 

6dc]4M^. 4 

Ivory wrought from China. 

^ Sugsr.' . 

.tapan copper. * * 

V 6u^ Candy. 

Lac^juetcv' Ware. ^ ^ 

Tea,blad!;. * 

Mother of Pearl do. Drops* 

— ^ green. 

do. shells. , ^ 

' Turmerick. 

Mace. 


Til® above list is by no means so full as might 

isasily be made out^ but ooc^ins merely the arti> 



oles most familiar lo me, and which lh«» little helps 
I )K>ssess enable me to furnish. It Ouglit howe\er 
to be noticed tl»al several of the'arlicles included 
in the list are p^hibited, except for re-exporting, 
on tlie principle of their interfering witlii our own 
nianufacturus-^a policy in some instances ques- 
tionable* * ’ 



to 


LETTER ELEVENTH. 


When I first \entur(Ki to' engage myself publicly 
in the discussion of this important topic, { had no 
end in view but that of attnmpting.toadd to the 
stock of nftiterialsy necessary to a thorough iutes- 
tigation of the affairs of ibfe Company, and of our 
Indian commen’ial policy gencrally-^s also to 
solicit i}iG country to engage temperately in such 
an investigation — previously to* their becoming an 
object of legialative.prov’iMoa. What I undertook 
was prompied by a decp->iWed copvietiou', the 
rc^ilt both of son* / little refieciion and of obserta- 
tiott, wltich the circumstances of my life (perhaps 
unhappily) presimted mft with sufficient opportu- 
nities of making. In taking, thereforts the side 
1 did iu this question, I protebly acted with more 
ixmscientiousnesh than })olicy 5 but, as I would ra- 
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<her choose that ihe former should be my rule of 
conduct’ tlian the latter, or at least tliat my 
acter idiould partake more .largely of the one than 
the other, 1 am willing to suffer some little incon- 
venience by it, ^ particularly as it taaay serve to 
establish my disinterestedness, a cjualitication of 

some importa'ndc in auch discussions, 

, , * 

Tina 'brief statement of iny views T considered 
neccvtsaiy to prevent pny misconstruction of iny 
motives in making a remark, which the reading 
of several publications' oh the same side of this 
qucsiiou forces from me, and tlrnt is, thqt this con- 
test wiih the Company (as Is too often the case in 
all disoussions of a sfntiiarbatnrc) has assumed a 
tone of asperity and pt?rs(?nality nol at all calcu- 
lated to aid the cause in which it is employed. 
I'be Directors, as^^well as the inferior servantfi, of 
the Compa'ny, aro‘trea(pd with as lir tin ceremony, 
or .even civiluy, as if, they were iio' better than li- 
censed plunderers, add incleed’ are called so in 
terms not very oqtuvocal. • Such abuse, %ere it 
even meritrd, does i^re harm than good, as it al- 
ways leads to a suspicion of weak argument, and 
(8 more partieolarly hqrtful in this case where ar- 
gument abounds. Let tliem aim their most de!id- 
ly shafts at the systeni.of Mohqpoly, by which the 
country' has beeii most injuriously yxcl»d^>d from 
an intercourse with the thircst portion of thttglobd; 
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bu( let not the reproaches, which ought to be es- 
, dusi\ely levelled at the system, fall indi^rimi- 
iiately on the heads of those who .are entrusted 
Avith tl«e execution of its details. The fault d(M*s 
not lie with them, however reluctant they may be 
to part with that authority Avith which the country 
has invested tlienv This Is no more than hin.Aan 
nature, and the Directors are no more than «im 
But farther, such abuse is not only hurtful ;’to 
sound argument, and ofTensive to gxwd breeding, 
but is directly contrary to 'fad. It is well known 
that among the servants of the Company . are , 
men of tl\p most, incorruptible integrity, the most 
splendid heroism, and tVie noblest patterns of vir- 
tue*-meu of the highest attaimrieuts in arts ami 
literature — and whom Britaih may pmudly boast 
‘ of iuunbering among her sons. Tlie acliieveiuents 
of a.Clive, ought not to be. forgotten, and the en- 
lightened labours of a Jones’ora ColebrUoke — and 
an liumired more distinguished names ought, at 
least, to rescue the servants of the Company 
from th(? flippant censures of malignity or ig- 
norance. 

Thekte arc too,' some |Aoliticians, who can see 
no danger ^whatever in new-modelling the Avholc 
of our Indian, policy and government, and Avho 
wnuld ''pply flic same broad principles of legis- 
latkm those reiddns which are considered as 
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best vsuited to the very differently compounded 
States of Europe. ^ To me sucii a measure has 
always appeared to be frau^it with danger, if not 
impossible ever to be put in pmciice. To apply 
the principles of a tree government to a popula- 
tion whose manners and hal^ts hkve been framed 
and uourislied in despotistp ; and, above all, who 
are notorious for dieir superstitious pertiuacity of 
adherence to their own peculiar notions, both of 
goyeriuneBt and i»annert;“ft to a peopto who, 
.from their previous habits, were unquallded to 
jtorform any of toe functions of a free cotudiuiion 

- /A ■ " ' ' .1 I 

\ _ ■ . ■ 'j.' •>,*' ■' . > • 

* “ If we could caaceiTO « whore ew:h of the iohabi- 
tants hud but oue eyoj o»e 1%, aneJ oae hand, it is plain, 
« that before you could iastitote them into a republic, an aU 
“ lonance must be made for .material defects wherein 
“ they differed from othat , ; or» ’imagine a legislator 

b'.’ming a system for the 0overi^eut of Bedlam, and pro- 
l^tng npon the inasim that.. man is a sociable animal, 

' Id ' (W tltem out of their cells, and form them into cor- 

' ions or general •assemblies ; the consc<}Uence might 

‘ |faly be, tbaf they would ihll Sjul on Inch other, or bum 
j • base over tbw o»n heads,**— Swi/i’iWorAsi = 

! ' 

may not be to n0tioe her#^ that mid all the 

chi masters Jyhich the Amatic daminiotts have experi- 

en^ d very ^t§riul cliange in the government has never 
A- m .honght of. They may hate, may depose, or may murder 
their tyrants, but they never think of atfributing their vicea 
and crimes to a defect in the conatitutioii, or by any chet-iss 
attempt to reme<Jy it. 

li 
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— sciems to me the most dangerous of experiments. 
All experiment which/if liazarded, would not fail 
to produce the niost fatal consequences. To alter 
njaterially ^stem of government or jurispru- 
dence yod must first alter^^ their religion ; and to 
attempt this suddenly would be to plunge these 
fine regions into ail the horrors of revolution, and 
drive its inhabitants to despair. # And such would 
be but an indifferent way of insuring either the 
glory Or the safety df the Briti^ name and pos- 
sessions in India. V^hen So^ou was asked if iljie 
system of laws Im had framed for tlie Adieniads 

J l: \ 

♦ It may be thought uimeceiaiiry to tmJltiply instances of their 
seiisiiuiity to insult, aud their quickness in resenting it, when it 
seems in any egree to have bf^n aimed at their peculiar super* 
stitions or prejudices. I hope 1 shafJ be nardoned, however^ 
in mentioning owe, among fiunjdreds, which ame under my 
own obhtrvaiiou: — ‘ _ V % 

A foreman sftip-wright m one of the principal dock-yards of 
Ciilo'ufta, hy pure accident, yohfcd bis spittle on one of the 
r*iuive wmkn>en. ’^he man instantly threw (|pwn his tools, and 
vowed yengeahee- In a few eainulest^the insult was comma- 
nic^ied to the whole workmen in the yard, amounting to 
several htimirfidh, w’ immediately struck work, and demand- 
ed reparation. The tumult continued nearly four hours, and 
it was not till the master-builder appeased resentment of 
rise insulted man, with a handsome grsituity, sufficient to re* 
store him to his loift cast, that the uproar subside — Even after 
all, it would have been difficult, had not it been made maniv 
that it orginaied in an accident. 
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were the most perfect, he replied, “ No, *but they 
are the txjHt that can he fmmed for Uie Aihe lian 
peooie.*’ So, whatever diange may be c<»niCin- 
plated in th^ administration of India, the moral 
peculiarities t>f its inhabhanis rau»l, for centuries 
to come, preclude all hope of au assimilatiou to 
even tlie broad and leading features of the po- 
licv of Kdiropean States. A gradual and partial 
melioratio^i might doubtless be accomplisheil ; but 
even this ^lust 1^ delicately manage 1, if iho peace 
uud seedily of these coaiitries be respected. 'a= 

1 ' 

tl Mu«T beg leave to repeat here, what I have 

t 

On the diflScuUy df applying general principles in politic^ 
wifUbut a due study of partfculihtSt Profoispr Stewart the 
fo^luwing judicious romovk, if I may he allowed the a'^hihUnce 
iif a name so distinguiihed ^ 

!• 

** In every country whatever, besides the cstablibhod laws, 
the polit'val state of the people h afiected by an infinite 
variety of circumbtaoccB, of which ioo words umveya 
conception, and which ato to be collected only from actual 
** observation. Even in this^ way, it is not easy for a person 
whtt hps received his education in one country, to study the 
« govori. ment of another ; on account of the difficulty he 
must necessarily experieftce, in enUTing into the associa- 
dons which influence the mind under a different system of 
manners, and in ebrertainiiig (especially on political sub- 
jectfe) the complex ideas conveyed by a foreign language.** 
— E/tfw. Ph%L Hum. Mind 
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tiniformjy trsnih^iiucil^ that would mucik mther 
\\\(i.pafrmage of India vested in t\^Coi}H of 
Directors, for f^wunetimcat kast, than the hands 


T<t engage in a speculation, an the peculiarlkstitutions, civil 
nnd religious, and the singular manners and habits gf the ori* 
cntal states, particularly of th<^ subject to the authority of the 
Company, would be out of my. province, and f®** beyond the 
reach of my capacity. 1 eanpot, howoyer, dismi^ this subject 
without noticing the impressions I ha»ve received f^om the very 
parti d ol)8ervatiaD8 1 have enabled to make^ton this ex- 
traordinary race of jjeopie-^articularly as it op^ns a wide 
fielu for the speculations of the tnoi^hst, to reconcile the ap- 
parent contradictions of huni^n nature, and to resolve- 
one genera) system, those discrepancies, whi^di to ordinary mjf ^Is 
seem to bid defiance to every rule of reason, ami every 
cipie of Philosophy~to coinbine, ^^nd systenjisli is 

the pr(^vince of tlie moc^iat^my niore unambitious task |iiall 
be coiifir^ to the detail of W ^ ^ 

A^niijr all the changes which have taken place in India, 
the cd»racter of t^’e original Hindoo inhabitants remains unal- 
tercd.^They sfiU coniinup to be the same soft, elFeminate, and 
tinuM oi^ac^ they ev!^ were } seldom to be 

roused ubpve ordinary exertion ; and, if, by phance, it should 
rif-e to an art of heroism, fl & only what Montesquieu some- 
wliere calls, *< heroism bf slavery,” There is, however, 
in their rcht,ion, a prindpk of fanaticism, wliich stimulates 
their courage or supplies m place-^nd the same individual that 
would now prostrate himself in the dust, and kiss the very 
shoe-ties of un execralfle drunken Englishman, to save him- 
fdf from perhaps a trifling blow, may next hour be found sus- 
pending himself voluntarily, by iron hooks thrust in his flesh. 
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of his |^^ajesty^s Ministers. Such an overwhelm- 
ing aihjition to an ih^ueai^ alieady great, might 
pi^ve very dangefodsti niot fttal, to oiir own ii- 

and exulting in bU sufering^ OEjierely to contjily with some absurd 
rite, prescribed by the extrayagaot sd^er^tition of hJ^ religion^ 

Among sill the dd^rinei have obtained among manldrid^ ■ 
none has tended so much to leaslave the mindy that of 
lute uncoBtroulahle predeatinaiion: that ttko famiiic may was^, 
the sword ravage, and d re destroy, ««/Tv>7uV<i, merely from a 
bel'ef ihnt God lias ndikd 1 % ' seems tfefi aiosc at^surd, ns. ^vell 
as the most dangerous species ^ belief^ or rule of conduct, by 
y^’iemv^cn can be actuated, belief Is universal among 

J h the followiTig(| 

A fire broke i, . in live haw at Calcutta. Fortunately, apart 
*of one of the Company's ship's 'crews, on leaw of absence, were 
quartered near, who soon repaijpd to the spot, headed by one 
^of their officers. The fire had just reached the house of a ^ 
Hindoo shopkeeper, kuOwa'^^tO t^ officer, and whom he 
found sitting, with apjmrcnt uncoocern, and n band bn each 
?jde of his head,' Ho wds asted^ Why he did b^>£ get up and 
himself to save his property to which ho replied *' that 
it was of no w?e, .since God decreed thoi ^5 should be 
burnt.” By pulling down some intermediate bamboo huts, 
which communicated the tire to the buildings, and exerting a 
little activity, it wae soo».gol ‘m\jier by the seamen. The oSi- 
cer now accosted to fl^temJ, pr^feeiO|g h^s addre^is with an e?L- 
pletive usual among Well,” you see we 

have prevented God's 'decrees.” '♦* Ah no! Saih, Sai!),” .re- 
joined the devout worshipper of Bramba, ** you have only 
proved that^ although God Sbereed the fire, he likewise de- 
,^reed should be sent io erUn^kish U /” Yet itib einie 
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l»erties, which rather than put in jeopardy, we had 
better renounoe India for ever. Divided a« the 
patronage at present u, anioitg a number of ludi- 
viduais, of difTeretii views and diderent intercuts, 
this influence, politically N|<eaking, is comfmra- 
tively liarmless. It may ^oubtiess be abused, but 
hot to a dangerous extent.* «But if such influence 
were added to that of the Crown, directed by a 
|j|opu1a'r, Pi^«0M«ipt.3|ini8ter, its eifects cannot be 
contemplated without fear, by «uy one who ha*, 
'the purity of the Britislr Constitution at lieart. f 

who wpuld not •tb destn *» 

wo, loaded w-i. 

(hunfe of Seining tne valoy ^ m nWn ii^rtiro % customer^ 
at the ribk of obUIhu&g nothiog t ' ^ 

Every onf who hfta had as ^portubity of observing the ge- 
nera] character of a native artny, pttrticalarly in the Peninsula, 
n)i]8t ba/e reihirked that in tio^ of battle the men frill sustain 
the fire of ah European array 'tindieiaayed, until their whole 
ranks are annihilated. But if thdir autf^rmlsts shall come to 
charge tbgm with fixed h^onets, their ISoitrage and discipline 
fail them, and nothing short of entire, diecotnfiture will be the 
'consequenc^. I have heats* it remarked by many officers, that 
it was to the knoMf 4go of their peiyiHarities in this particular 
that Sir Aithiit Wellesley owed, m a great measure, his bril- 
liant bttoeeiises in the Indian Peninsala in the last Marahatta ' 

♦ 

These apdarhnt contmriedtW tnay no donbt be reconciled; 
but I have aln^y trespassed too &r on t%9 pajticnce of my read- 
*er, to whom I nwcati opology, for such a long, and perhaps 
nnproStaide, ^digressioiu 
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would therefore humbl}/ bope, tliat whatever change 
effected ia the commercial policy of the Com- 
• pan>, the patronage of India may remain as il is, 

• or nearly so. ^ 

Therk is likewise another point in this discus- 
sion, about whidh 1 have the misfortune of differ- 
ing in opinion from some of wlio take the 
same side in the general argument j that is, whe--' 
ther or not the Company, in the event of the 
trade being laid open, on the expiry of ;tlieir 
grant, will be entitl^ to any indemnilication. It 
is a maxiip in politics, received perliaps with some 
limitation, the public good should never be 
' fod^ded on private wrong j or, in other words, 
where individual interest is forced to give way to 
public benent,( aikil ai^ ample equivalent ought 
to be bestowed.' In applying this maxim to (he 
state of affairs of the Cumpaby, we must be cer- 
tain, in the tirst place, that they are fairly includ- 
ed in its meaning. It lias been urged against 
the equitable claims of the Company for indem- 
nification, that* they were well aware of the period 
of their exclusive gifaut, the termination of which 
was accurately defined— that they cannot plead 
being taken by surprise, and ought to have been 
providing silently and gihduaUy for such an event 
—that as to the expentes of their conquests, they 
must also have bedn made under the belief that 

I ’>( 


i k 
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the revenues of these countries, for the unexplred 
period of Oieir grant, wouid yield an abundant 
return for the charges of subduing them, tiiuch 
reaMtuing is partly right atni partly nroug. Al- 
thotigh the C'omjMiny knew the period at which 
'^their Monopoly was to expire, they also knew 
that on all former occasions it was renewed t(» 
them : matters are turn, to l»e sure, very different 
from what they were formerly, yet siill they might 
not Iks altogether without hope of a similar is- 
sue. But they have sUll a much better aigu- 
ment, in ilio necessity limy aw under of main- 
taining their establishments, to the last day of 
their political existence, comjdete^^d eiui|^fc 
What would beromc of their vast ^id expcnsiic 
(%tabiishment of ships, which at tlie end of two 
years must cease to be ^tnpltiyedflf'no prospective 
arrangement sltull pi'eveul it f and how much in- 
dividual miseiy would follow the absolute aiiiiihi- 
la don of ihe coomjierciai part of the Company's 
civil cstablisliment in India? an cstabiishiuciit 
which comprelieiids thousaihJs educated expressly 
|pr this service, whose habits more peculiarly fit 
^ifticm for sv'^ avocations, and who would by the , 
measure of a fiee trade be thrown entirely out of 
cmploymedif. Besides, there are many branches' 
of civil ex()cnditure whicii it would be impossible 
for the Company to reap die entire benciit of, if 
they should cease to exist as an exclusive Company 



hy the wisdom of ages aud the Univcml expern 
ciH'o of mankind. All this they should have at 
ast attempted, before endeavouring to persuade 
us that an exclusive trade, is the only trade appli- 
cable to regions comprehending nearly oiie-third ^ 
of the know'n M'orld. ' 

In the letter abov^nptiotrf, the Protectorate of 
Cromwell is triumphan% alluded to as an exein- 
[)lification of tlie necessity of Mqhopoly, and as a 
satisfactory proof that if the 4rade were laid open 
uiiiversal ruin would be the consequence, ^ut it' 
ought to be rcmei ^ered (and I have ample do- 
<-umcnts relating to those times before me to prove 
it) that the failure of tliat experiment, if it failed, 
which I do not admit, arose not from any inherent 
excellency of the Monopoly system, but ffom the 
insutficiency of individual capital and tire short- 
ness of the j)Oriod allovrtd for the trial. Had the 
one been greater, and the other longer, a differ- 
ent result had been shown. But, even admitting 
that many cases of individual ruin would occur, it 
is an evil that wOuld soon work its own cure, and 
in a way which all the world knows, and which it 
would be an unprolitable waste of time to say any 
thinji more about. 


Tiir. argument liowever on which the Hirectora 
seem chiefly to rely, which may be considvrc<l 

’■ M 
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dieir tower of s.ireu^’tli, a’ml wh'ii^h is urged \riih 
singular addre«>s aud ability, is that drawn from 
the peculiarity of the iusiitutions and tnauaers o4' 
the Eastern natioits, ‘which admit, of the use of Eu- 
ropean articles in a \ery iiiptted degree, and 
scarcely alTord die hojih of a diange. Under 
this head «iU bo found some notable specimens 
of ratrociitation, and will prove, if proof were ne- 
cessary; to wliat shifts these Ureutlemen arc put 
for solid arguineut, in a cause wi|iere. argument 
could notavail them, 7ouotice,a few of these will 
•l>e the work of a single paragraph, with whicli if 
the reader not saiished f must recommend to his 
perfj^l tiio document whicli contains thbm. 

It is mcultl^ly brou^l forward as a proof of the 
utter insignl^ucy of tfa^ Indian trade, that, by tlu^ 
lirovisipns pf thmr elHij|t^ of 1793, they became 
bound to ftirnisU tpnn^i^ to private adventurers 
who might i^mose to cpl^k in that commerce— 
that tliqyijliave i|p,t^irnjlshed i<i; aud that too at a 
dleaper rate dnet^lres pay for it,” or 

tlmn caUhopeoTidedli^ Upy i»4jividual Merchant, 
h^f.that notwill^fHdti^ tl>i<^, wary little has 

lieen applied ibr. Now ibis# to Kiy the least of it, 
lias a specious seeming let us exauiiue how 
the mailer Veally ^taudjs. the, first place then, 
i vumid puf the question to the Honourable Board. 
^VfMt motive hu\c they foV thus bribing individual 
H<henture by funiislni^ freight below what it e* s « 
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ihoai ? If the profits of their trade are sucli as to 
utTord scope for the exorci«‘ of suoh profuse liljor- 
ality I eaunot see how it is possible their debt cai> 
be yearly increasing. If, on the other iiand, the 
trade be bad, as they say it is, how come they to 
be so prodigal of that money which ought to be 
nmch more beneficially ap|)lied ? ‘Any individual 
who would act thus with a losing trade, and grow- 
ing incumbrances, would be justly marked as a 
madman, if not worse. Nor oan I perceive any 
v('ry great reason for a different application of 
th<‘ rule to the affairs of the Honoumble Company. 
But, in the next place,' let us see vdhy^ notwith- 
standing the liberal cneoXirag^rment of the Com- 
pany to exportation and importation by priiafe 
merchants, so little capital is embarked in this 
trade j and to explain this satisfactorily will re- 
quire little reach of thought. I can hardly con- 
ceive it [lossible that the Company or the country 
could seriously expect that the provisions of the 
Act of 1793, regarding llife trade of individuals, 
would be at all ben^dal to the nation: it seems 
indeed almost problematical if the frtmem of that 
Ac< really expected any beoefit fo arise from it but 
to th(* Compaiiy4!t.to them If had this advantage, that 
it stilled [lopular elamdur, which was 1 vufl against 
them, by s?*eming to Iponcede a poin^ whfdl could 
do them no maimer of injhry. Btlt for the gene-. 
pil British merchant, how coiihl it benefit him, 
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wlijlelhe Company have the ri^ht to select Im in* 
v<i!«tnient; to prescribe the time and mode of patdc- 
ing and slipping ; Uie ports their goods shall be 
shijipodto; th<^ lime of sailing; tjUt^ sole regulation 
of tWipiporlsi the very vrarehonsing; and, to con- 
clude, the tiipe and manner of sale ? Subject to such 
capricious Ipptt^tioqs, and circumscribed' ito a siur 
gle port, could any <n^asoiiable person look foi- 
solid advantages from this commerce? A.nd yet 
the Directors use this as an atguqient for the 
continuance of their Monopoly, and take ciedit 
to themselves f^r fhrnishing freight to the private 
trader at a pheapnr rate>than he. himself could ! 
The private trader .snrfdy owes tliem thanks for 
this instance of rounUicenO^ ; but he, we fear, will 
be apt to exolfdpij ,w|(h>the facetious monarch of 
these realms* ‘*,|pod pr^rve me from my friends, 
T can take ’car® toy entmiies myself!”' One 

word more and I Imve done pn this branch of the 

* '' 

subject Jf tine aasertions of the .Directors, relative 
to the |n€ll)oicn<^,Of 'Ifidiap trade, be correct ; 
if ii i)e true, that there sq litile demand or 
ho]Mi of a* demand fpr.BrJ^isharticles in India, or 
for articles impojrtj^l <frpm these regions to this 
country,^ it semue, at least to 1110,40 prove some- 
thing very different from that intemlod by th* so 
Honourable (jendeineii. It appears to prove very 
clearly that the Company thetoselves ouglit to have 
no trade wii.h India ^ tliat every hope of gain is at 



an end ; and that their capital oirght to be direct- 
ed into a oitannel where it would 'be more profita- 
bly employed. If Ihehr reasoning proves any 
thing, it certainly does thii» for the trade that could 
not afibrd a return to indiVidhal enterprise, most 
surely will pot prove a Sddrce of profit to a trad- 
ing corporation, or 1 stialt be glad to learn how. 
Thus I have travelled rapidly over this part of 
the reasoning by which fibe cause of Monopoly is 
supjKnied. * " 

I WILL entirely ondit the arguments by wbicli it 
is attempted to be prOVed tliat no analogy exists 
between the trade with- India and Cliiiia, as car- 
ried on by America, diid what it might he, if 
conducted freely with this eOnn'try. America, as 
a neutral fiower, certpinlyj <» tithe of war, pos- 
sesses advantages which B^tain could not expect 
even under a fi*ee Imde. But, it ought to be re- 
membered, tliat these are but of a temporary na- 
ture, and not at alt calculated '^'af^t the general 
question; besides, ii canndt be doubted, that if 
once we were allowed to ‘eom^iete with them, we 
would, even In the canryjtig tipple, diarc, to a con- 
siderable extent, what at present engrossed by 
them alone, 

i ’ 

I MOST now beg to sav a single word on the trade 
to China, Ivhich, both Ministers Snd the Dirc'ctors 



Roeni fo concur 5ii opinion, ought to ho still siih- 
joctod to a Monopoly, uliatevor ns ly h(‘ the (lesfin> 
of tlsat to India. The rcas.^n f(sr tin's point 

beisig so readily ooucoded by the Mitlisrry 1 atn at a 
loss to concoi>c. * Tlie' chief ground swins to he, 
that cotifining tins branch fo a Conspany, ais<l to a 
siitgle port, it will conduce to the security of (he 
n^Ncnue; but how it is thus to opei'ale remains 
still a question. If it is urged that tea, "the chief 
(tHusimodity imported from China, is an articlo 
which admits of greater facility of smuggling 
than most otljcrs, it ought to have been show n that 
tluit profeanon is more generally practisetl at the 
out ports, than those of JLondon, Gravt'send, Beal, 
Dovoi^ Hastings, A,c. or (lial the profissors of tliis 
ingenious calling, are more dexfr6us at the former 
than the latter j or, lastly, it ought to liave been 
proved that the revenue w more faithfully, as well 
as less expensively, collected at the port of Lon- 
don,' titan elsewhere^ within these realms. These 
j)rop<tsi(ioiis, b apprfthqiid, it will bo diilieult for 
either the Ministry or Birectoro to establihb in (hf 
dace of so many opposing -fiacts. All the worhl 
knows the exhtlt.io which smuggling from (he 
Comi»ny'8 shi|>s in tlnf Downs is carrietl : and yet, 
noluithslanding this admitted fact, we are serious- 
ly told, that the revenue wxnild suffer from trans- 
ferring to the out-portsa p&rt oC ^hat trade, which 
Ls now entirely cxjrxtsed to such wholesale dtqne- 



iliinon. — As lo fho piolomlotl dohcdcj ot iho ill-' 
leicoarse whli Iht* Chinosie, the best salVgiiaiii to 
the pubfio, and asburance of such a peaceable de- 
meanour as'sl^ll pr^TVO the necesbary harmony 
ill their dealings with thi$ haughty, absurd, capii- 
cious, and coiiteiuptlb^ pTOpJe, is that which re- 
strains the passbospf all mankind, liz. motives 
of individual interest, to whidi private traders are 
sufliciently alive. Or, if if were found in [iractiee, 
that this pwnciple was too weak, to restrain them 
from outrages which would prove fatal ta llicir 
liit(*rcourse| why not esta^lifo a hoard of Sujicr- 
cargoes, to regulate the trade ui a manner si- 
milar to the existing iiif^itulion? or even cominue 
these very gentlemen, subject to the tontroul 
of the Orov eminent at home. Would not tins ob- 
viate greatly die objection of danger, in opening 
tlie tiade with this country ? I raive never heard 
that the Amoiicaiis wefe ever in'^great jeojiardy 
of being ovtliidcd from the ChitKSe dominions, 
liom the wunis of those i^fo^nts, considered 
as indispeu'Wiblo b^y the t^owtpany and its advo- 
cates; and yet they ImO no national ostahlislv- 
menMo qnnicen ^kei/ s('nh whith 

seems to be to them a wthichmt imontive to 
piudent conduct. With Chinese polllits I have 
nothing to dq ; lrt|i I cauuot help thinking that 
it woql4 be a» unj^'oeedonted, I bad almost 
fe'iid uuwarrhntable, strefoh of power for a f?ii- 
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^ish l*ailianient lo le^lblate I’oi* the Emperor oi' 
China. Tiy*re is no example, I believe, on record, 
of" the vessels of one friendly and neutral power 
being barred access to the ports of another, 6ijf 
the enactmmh of that powet to which the 
vessels belong. The, port of Canton is within 
the sovereignty of tlie Emperor' of China, and 
if he is wtllittg to alloa; eveQr vessel ’i^tHout dis- 
tinction, to enter that pmet, no very good plea 
can be urged why our own legsdaturo should in- 
terfere to prevent it. How would the Americans 
feel, supposing tlmm on the best understanding 
with us, if Congress should enact that no Ameri- 
can vessel slrould be allowed tq touch at a British 
port, mve Ihoae from Xprki and yet the 
proposed arrangement betiween this country and 
China is predaeiy similar* We need hardly add, 
as it seems to be generally understood, that in the 
event of our obtaining a IVt>e trade with China, 
the prodimfions of that country would be brought to 
the consumer at a rate/greafly below what is at 
present paid for them, vthUht wmdd, of course, tend 
to^an increase of demaitd*,'' Wldle on this subject, 
1 cannot avoid r*^ting what I know to be a fact, 
tljat, in the city of New York, the prices current 
of Boliea tea, were, in the iaonth of February 
last, exclusise of duties, per lb. while the 
same article, at the same period, at the CompaiiyV 
sales in London. exrliw!ii*e of duties, was sold 
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at Is. lOd. per lb. Ncm, of &is enormous difTereiire 
of aleioai ^ percent. tttiilei|^ a free tidSde, a great 
part ^oald «b^gQ iatb Hj^pboketsof the consu> 

iaor» oi4e’tMl^ of the fkapire. 

, » 4' > ^PV ^ ' ♦ 

fixed, Ibr V t&wyety reuaarks mi this me^ 

motableMetter^ to trl^ A^^atldbs^of praise 
is due, fikr the Vmy aiile in which the ar- 

guments ardeoi^et^. end for lltAnliig said, end 
said well, erc^ m0 cah possibly be urged 
in favour of 4he ItcutbpO^. l,’*for n^part, re- 
joice that the advooh^iioii of '’the Ootj^ny’s cause 
has fallen ihto such rery'^elAiitdsi, V it will prove 
that the utmost speciousd^of addrhss trill not pre- 
vail ovef the aii&ipledktmifesiof rbaiou. We cannot 
blame the Diredors— 'it is*^ti^l%iough ibr them 
to strive to prolong lAih ^isteuce of their power, 
and the continuaiuie dl'the mcit spUndid com- 
mercial establidbaaent ever bdield ; but 

the general iidd^mtls of the'^dbtry must not be 
sacrificed, iimre3f1i|Nh%ii^‘^s^ a sacrifice would 
be grated toi^*ll|l^jB^ofa'ebAapai^^ 
individiuls. disCttO^m, 

with expipM^ tlH» guardi- 

ans of our ptfime fralKl^ w^'not family listen to 
die 8U^edfiomdf%te^ift, orl^MBiyely yield to the 
powerS^lioifAfions ofbfisgidded infiueoi^. 
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LETTEE THIRTEEIKTH. 


Ik my last letter I hazarded a few remarks on the 
cori'espondence bet«veen lus Majesty’s Ministers 
and the Houoarable,0<nirt of Directoro on the 
subject of the renewal of their Charter, in which 
1 incidentally referred tO' the comparative prices 
of teas, at |he ports of New York and liondon, 
both exclusive of duties; and attempted to di- 
rect the public attention to the enormous difference 
of price at tlie latter above tbe former, and the 
tendency that a free trade would have either to 
equalise these .prices or iacrc»se the revenue of 
the United Kingdoms. 1 dhall novr exhibit a com- 
plete table of 'the prices of that commodity at the 
abote named ports, and at nearly corresponding 
dates, for leii years, •from Blarch, 1803, till March, 
1812, both inclusive, by whicli it will be seen, that 
the average of the above period is about 85 per 
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cent, hitter in our Metropolis tliaii in New York, 
aliiioMgh the 18 months of embargo, which had 
the etfect of greatly enhancing prices in America, 
is coinprehentied within iii limits. Prom the res> 
pcctable quarter whence 1 obtained this docnmeiit, 
no sort of suspicion can attach to tl-^ndeed, the 
same sources are open to ere-" one who will take 
the trouble of inspecting and coini)ar^i|ahe print* 
ed prices current of this period, and would 
thus render det^ion an ea^ matter, v 


Wheji the reader shall have perus^^ this lable, 
1 will offer a few* additional tematr fa suggested 
by uts contents.— ricfe Table. 

PnEsuviKn that the statements ci^iaitied in the 

ilL. 
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above table are correct in pdhil of 
the calculations are accurat^ljt mt 
very clear, that the purchaser off^^^ js in' London 
actually pays for tliat article 85 |^*V <ent. above 
what it would cost him in New Yr^M, on an ave- 
rage of ten years, admitting that^ <lo duties wete 
evigible at either portf. Now it cr^ i equally clear 
and oonviiicing to me, feast, under a^free 
trade, the greater pait ef ihlsdUirerence must mther 
go into tlto p^keta of ^le publttf, or be added to 
the revenue, «nd in ehher case the national ad- 
vantage would be indisputoble. 1 say the greater 
part, for I auraware it will be urged that the 
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djsirges of transit will, under any circumstance, be 
io8s heavy on American than on British bottoms ; 
and this, to a certain extent, 1 am ready to admit. 
But in order to give the Monopolist the full ad- 
vantage of every argument he can bring forward, 
even to the use of materials which we are entitled 
to the entire benetit of, I am willing to allow a 
dedudion oi 35 per cent, to enable British m 9 r- 
chants to import teas to these realms, and to dis- 
pose of them with a fair proUt at the same rate 
that a citizjen of the United States can. Surely 
ikis allowa( ‘e will |!>c considered as ample ; and 
to some, itViay appear more than sntheient to 
serve the eon for whi<|h ii is conceded, yet we lAve 
still a fr<&e r^wioii of 50 per cent, to be disposed 
of in the w«r most conducive to the national ad- 
santage. Tp ‘pursue diis speculation somewhat 
farther — lot i*® isuppose 'hat the annual demand 
for this coii^^ ^li.v in he United Kingdoms is 
equal to thir inillio!i'' of pounds, which is no 
very extravaj^ ji suppoM.ioti, when we consider 
that it forms tr naterial and almost essential article 
of ctuisumptWP of tthoul (*lgl* een millions of souls 
— and taking ^>erage price, exchusive of dn- 

t it's, at three shillings per pound, which 1 presume 
to ]je not very wide of the truth, this will give an 
yearly sum of four millions five hundred thousand 
sterling, expended on ■‘his single article, that is, 
*t the importation price — to which Ve are at liberty 
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•»<•> add, if it so please the Legislature, the 
50 ()er cent, in the shape of duty, to keep u]^tea$ 
to (heir prt'sent prices, and still aHord a fair pjpofit 
to the trader. This will ^ielu a olea» disposabh' 
addition to the revenue of tajo millions tico hun- 
dred and Jiffy thousand sferlmy, which would 
be infinitely betler employed m reJvictioti of our 
national debt, than, in .spi e of iia ureand reason, 
in keeping alive comrnercial jtMlousies, and main' 
tainiug ilistinctioiis luirtfui to the i.nerests, as well 
as degrading to tJie feelings of eiery ntcin in tlie 
eiu[nie, and contrary to the principieso^’that even 
handed justice, the proud boast of (he British laws 
and nation, In the assumptions I have made in 
the detail of this argument 1 may bij^^j^ome lit* 
tie extent erroneous, nor do 1 pie(j|P myself to 
their accuracy, but this iloos not iiwalidate the 
principle of my reasoning: even ifvit sitould be 
found tliat I have over-raU'd (In* udvafiiages of a 
free trade by one hall*. (nhieSi, hoviiever, I am con- 
fident is not the case,) .siill (hey are of sufiicient 
importance to make it an object pf desire, and to 
stimulate the nation to claim jk Nobody <‘\er 
doubted ti*:- efiicacy of a potio^vyrhich restored him 
from a stale of disease to oniiuary health, merelv 
because it did not communicate the vigour oS' 
Hercules. 

4» 

R • 

If any of my more sceptical readers shall reject 
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ihe inferences 1 nm desirous should be drawn from 
the foregoing facts and reasonings, I tu<c in 
r<‘8crve an additionai argumenr, wiiich. for tneir 
benelit, I shortly ste^e, ai the haearJ of (ir> 
ing the patience of those whese judgments die al- 
ready couvinced. 

By the treaty between the United States and 
this country, concluded by Mr. Jay and our Mi- 
nistry, in 1791, it is expressly providal in the 3<1 
Article, i^t the importation of teas and other In- 
<liau cotn^iuoditics to Canada from the States, 
Miotild be freely allowed } and by Act of the Ame- 
rican Congress, 2d Mandi, 1799, it is declared, 
that on tea thus ox^>orted (o Canada, no drawback 
of the duties shall be allowed, (whicn by the bve, 
are from to 90 ])er c<*nt. on this article,) yet not- 
withstanding of this, a \ cry considerable trade was 
for some time carried on with that colony, in com- 
petition with the Biitish merchant who purchased 
his leas at the Company 's sales, although he had 
the bi^nejil of the draiehark of the whole duties 
f'o euemrage him, which the American had not, 
and although the^^harges of transit over- land from 
New Vork to Canada, were nearly as great as from 
Ijoiidou to the latter. This circumstance requires 
no c/uuimenl. 

t * 

It may probably be urged, that teas import- 
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ed to New York are inferior in quality to tiliose 
imported by the CompanV; but this also is con- 
trary to fact.— the Con^U} u'* no^mpe- 
tition in our markets, anijl 
terest in thq careful selectioh they 

are sure of a shle for, and «r'u prices. 

This, being an elementary gro tn.l * ' *b'. lion to 
all Monopoly, ifill not be q »♦,*< > < ; tliis in- 
stance ; besides, I have the con* . > timony ^ 

of persons long resident in the^' ^ ' ' ‘^fes, who 

have dealt in that article, a#^) ' i, litied to 
judge of its comparitive value, 1 a ' not onlj 
equal, but superior in qualf ‘‘ .\t* » ^ork, to 
the teas sold in London iinj » » > » e Com- 

pany. 

Ip it shall be contended thr^ * !(|»v ny ought 

ill equity to receive an indi .lion for the 
cnoiinous sums they hare exj Hv>iconquer- 

ing and maiataini.tg the vast ^Acr which 

they rule, and which a free tr. ■ ll wrest from 

them (with the question wj immense 

poNSCssious are of real and e^' u Ijwortaiice to 
Britain, in a political point ' liave no- 
thing to do, this not being I' before me ; 

or, whether they be equal in ’ . ** V ** 

quired to be paid tor them,) ^ vv e^^VmTy reply, 
that if it shall be found the w. a., mm ire entitled 
(as they may be) to a consideratiou for their juib- 
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lip services, let it be fairly paid, in a way less in- 
vidious than that of an exclusive right to the 
Chinese tt&de, for any period, however short. Let 
it be paid in money, and then the coilnti^ will have, 
at least, the wtisfactioii of ktwwin^ the price they 
pay for the lupjposed liarvesi of the Company'*! 
industry. 

V 

I woOLn alw;<^ speak respectfully of the Com- 
pany, and of tliose who have the direction of its 
affairs, and express my sincere conviction, that its 
eoncerns arc as ftiiOi/fully administered, as is pos- 
sible under the syste^ of management to which it 
b subjected. ^,lt is the entire system I object, 
and not to the execution of its details. And if a 
change should take place, even to the full e|itent 
of my wishes, I shopld be sorry to see removed 
from their olFices thoSe servants of the Company, 
whose knowledge, oxperiance, and other (btiniable 
qualities, would essentially benefit "the country, 
under whatover form the affairs of India shall be 
conducted ; and it certainly consists with reason 
it^t these tjufilifieafioas ^ould not be overlooked 
• / 

I 8IIAJLL close my hasty s^eculatiou with this 
single remi|.rk, that iHhe Omimny claim a right 
to the ^xclhsire Trade of any fiortion of these 
regions, fiiat right can be least of all urged with 
respect to the Trade of China, where they have 



not one atifglc! indi of iemtory, oqt veestige 
of political infiiteiMMi and that the right to tluii 
Trade contemdied for by the |titblic is leai «i|UivoeaIy 
diaa that te any s|iMBt beyond the 
Hope or diti iSttaitaof I enter- 
tain the«hf«i(|Gfnt h^pei the e^ll 

eonuder it ta a dmilar phkit of view. If at shall 
ple^ ^tn to 4|nddo odashvisev have ihe 
appearance at least Of gmntjiii^ t the^C^odipany 
what they had no right to cx/fm. J |rith>-f 

holding fimm them tint which, . t ' id and 
qualified sense, fiiey were # ru iwi . * 11 their 

own« * * 

Tsoplb who ccNatem *»<< *||!9lyL* 'itl^frior igmy 
sortof cl»oge, even * T> i^u deanoneira- 
ble^ ate apt to look te of legislation 

as one which requif* * M f of s^dy and 

previous training, as i' ‘ " 'dtnary mles for 
guidii^ a man in ordinary ia«, were ittapplieoM 
ble to this profimnd mystery, and aa if st^ pcs* 
Itcy and ocaOmoa sense wore eternally at 
with each other~-l wcnild, however, withiidlde^ 
ference to my reader, be^of a sqtihewliat difiiermilt 
opinion*ttdie^ flfinly 'persuaded, that ^ same 
discreet ip|lh^gm|kent which wooihl ensure traa- 
qiiillity and alihettoe to a fomjily, eonl4 have aa- 
fallibiy a slmilaf effiact on a natioii#if piih&ed hy 
her rulers. Now, to apply diis matdtn to our 
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8ul^6e^--ii48)irpt^ 1 live in a'letired val<* 
ley of SaMkttl) 4tiMKit to t^ive Qiitei from a city 
of any noie’^^yet'l fmire’^rbiial kdw not an- 

oeoa- 

Anally, ao^CAWity'^toaliHIa^^ It 

happena^ Ibat ipi ^ Mtid' city, 

tiiere b only 0116 ' atatt more un- 
luckily,' tlit ifa^ts'Otdy one 'Ciaiiie^to^ 

Icy, tvfmisatfder tecentrut^bf the 

SqiiirCaf ifie neighboiiiiieod, ^amlvi^ is redcon- 
ed '{at^ lcastr'by ‘<l« teai!>^s Sind: liis ac^bour 
{iliOp->k^C|iCia) to be lit^ehiaiestcr than he should 
jbe'-'^^tis^ somethnes ixking nhatdoes not strict- 
ly to him-A-aiid Uthal^ diarges ao tfncon- 
t^il|lKy,^faat the ualrriag^of my tea costs meabout 
as'hindi asShe'priee at the 'abopi'^While at the same 
limn', die tenants of ^ iSqWie on the other-ode of 
the 'aater,.afe supplied by theircarrier'atia eharge 
of 'about one half, and for’ an e(|nal' distance of 
loadr|'l discover the* extortion iof ttie rogue— 1 
^imten,^^l'renfchatro)te hith the-S^uire, dtherto 
onako hh carrier ichar|^ more Osoderateiy, or f 
^Hdeoiploy smne one else 'to^ feteh* home nty 
ISMt^— huf hll to tjfo ^pose'1 The filquire 
teHs'mOji^'Orfdi a most let^kkn^dice, that 1 m cannd; 
thiuh of fhanging the carrier, as th# ihepmen^re* 
€otrjr’tol)emhtmgediridi‘<*jgv^ beinga 

«ivhh^^M testy rnnhU Ipmllemeo^ trim 

'fii . * tr» ' i-t . * ‘ov ’ 
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-not tmftled ivith4«tt o’ 

in thMr fretful hum^pipslap'^^ 4iw» in onr 
frees* «n;iv for^^ereiii f|«|)i!tve <m nf onv frvonrite 
infiiaiaa»-<h4t dbe ifi «w»e 

speett fioiMt ^ slionki tie, h«s yet 

notwithsfriuhpi^^e^A^ peaneri about 

hiin (he 4ae< bow ,to term it) that 

keeps ^lese^ tet^ ^ndemen *4n^lm]Biour-<>«nd^ 
thatif ht4Aik»t«ea«1^ ofrun^an^earfier to go to 
the iss wowkl,sooii>haii» tine ^wngapf it 
It is in s«iii. I tell bun frat the oariteisfrom tiie 
Estate on the otheir «hte of <the tsate^* deal Jn the 
aaipif shop* and never qparr^ n/lth the sbop-ujan— * 
for he replies* that the tenants on that es(ate*^dnek 
less tee than wa db* being buta half civlliaied sort 
of pe<^e ; and that the- isnmsns fnnn ouir»jvp|ley 
are f ^re rude jM»d iurbuleat race of men. 
I rage, and stamp, ahd he t€d|s pe «to be 
quiet* » or he pi# me^in a stpit, jacket 
I cool and implore his'pi^* inform hii)n,tha(t tea 
forms two*thirds of my #ub^tnm% pad tfrrt if I 
hm foiml^to ^ «M4oi.pri«ev^*it,* I.murt 
infrilihly ho rttin^-^ turns /mm ^ 

inmumagfi, ^imd if j 

bull 4i}^t IbBpt V ^ , i 

meapest 
these res 


Ishmkw ? < if the 

/irithiB 

ihns werq l^us ^ted, their fraespiiiis 



rrvolf at Mich absurdity and injustice. Yet 
the ditferencc between a family and a nation, in 
(Ills respect, must be but small, for what is injtts- 
tice in the»one case, cannot be its opposite in the 
ether 



LETTER FOURTEENTH. 


K a former leder I announced my inieutiou 
of (iireetinjj; the uotire of my readers^ to that 
j)an of the t of the Directors, which 

touches on tiie dap^«'rs to be appiehended from 
Hio colonization of India, pro\id(‘d an open nn- 
ics(uct<‘d conmierce be e>tab)ished. 

Ov thi** bran 'ii of tlie subject the Directons make 
a direct attempt to exdie an alaiui, lest freedom 
of trade, and censeip.cnt <oioi'ization, en{>endei 
discontent, rehellion, revolt, and eijtiro sejiava 
lion fiom the mother conn >rv— and that nothin;: 
Mn save ns fiom such a fatal consunnnation to da 
British povu'r in India, but that “ rigoi'ans system 
of ojri luswti,“' so loj ami so successfully exen »s- 
e<l bv them over thf se vast dominions. They do 
') »(, he>‘ever, condcsc»*!id to fav our us with ar.> soi f 
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fvhy such a train of evils should result 
Irom a free intercourse with these realtn^. By the 
allusion which they make to Eurojicans “ strug- 
gling fur jiopular rights,” they would obviously 
insinuate that the minister whom they address 
ouglit to keep in his view the revolt of the Ameri- 
wm colonies, and by the terror of such an exam- 
ple to deter him from placing British Asia in a 
predicament so hazardous. 

To argue from the fate of America, tliat a si- 
milar result will follow the o|’ening of the imdc 
to India, seems nearly as absurd as lo lake the 
ecrcpption for the rule, and conclude accordingly 
— for 1 would humbly be of opinio i, the cases 
being in so many respects dis-similar, and agree- 
ing in so few, that it would be next lo a miiui'le, 
if the same elU'cls followed in the one instance, as 
in the mbor. Were Europeans even allowed to 
the fullest extent lo follow their property, and 
d.nnieiliate tlimnselves in Imlia, 1 cannot see any 
!<‘ason for dreading a revolution in the govern- 
iiient. 'I’hev would not, as wo'- the case wi*h 
Amerir.v. limi vdiole tracts <>f Iruxl uiKMrnj'hal 
and Miieiiltivfiied, and a bomid evs (erulory al- 
nu<st unpeoK'i, d — they would not tied themselves 
under *he meessity of (••«aii'i 4 td I may he al- 
lowed the e\(a«‘ssion) a pojMiboion lo enable 
them to improve tht wasti'-iiuy <>(‘cujned. Not 



would the different circumstances of the climate 
and manner of living, tend to nourish that hardi- 
hood of cliaracter, which renders revolt an almost 
infallible consequence of neglect or oppression. — 
But they would find every thing tlie very revei*se 
of all this; a countrycrowded almost to redundan- 
cy with people, and with a people considerably 
civilized — lands highly cultivated — manufactories 
established — arts fionrishing in no inconsiderable 
degree, and above all a peculiar system of religion, 
laws, and government, acted upon forages, mould- 
ing and fasbioiiing the moral character of the na 
lives so as to pres<‘rve thenu a distinct and sejMirato 
people. With all these obstacles to encounter, 
colonization must proceed very slowly, so slow in- 
d(*ed, that ceuturi(‘s must elapse* b<dbre <hc co- 
lonists would bear such proportion to the natives 
as dread a contest with them : and even when 
it arrives at this point »li.U is to be the conse- 
quence? In luse of revolt one of two things 
must ha;)p4‘n ; eiUier the natives must join with the 
volonisiK^and separate themselves from the inother 
country, or t!ie natives will strive to regain their 
own independence, and expel both the colonists 
and the governors of (hetr territory. If we can 
suppose the ieriner to take place, wo must first 
suppose the points of union between (lie parties, 
to be more multipled than between the colonists 
and their moiher country— that a greater assiniila- 



tiOti to tlie ciiaracter must take plac0, tWii 

apj>ea.r$ to bo pa»oble~«nU that ^ colonists 
and tbe natives most be nearly balanced in point 
of force^and that their grievances tnustbemiUualf 
and their interested habited and feelingSd so com- 
bined, as that no sort of struggle for the ascend- 
ancy may arise wlien they shall have succeeded in 
driving their rulers from among them. Now all 
these g|atuitous assumptions seem to me the next 
thing to impfwsibilities. Hiiat the Hindoos and 
MiMcUuen of llindostand whose very religion and 
superstitions would be an eternal bar to their 
mii^gting intimately with Christians, would euteir 
into the views and participate in the feelings of 
discontented I'Inglishmcii, is almost incre<lible. 
Their rooiiies to discontent would, iudeetj, be dif- 
ferent, for what might 1)0 considered as it^justico 
and oppression by the one party, would be ^iewcii 
by the other as a matter of mere indilFerence.— 
Besides, is it not much more probable (as is the 
case to a certain extent now,) tlratthegovorutiienl 
will ha>c a leaiung towanls oac party of a jjopu- 
laden in every respo •( so dissimilar, (and what 
go^euiment can be p«*rfc‘c(h impartial in such a 
ciise ?) and would lud this crt*atc cimtiuual heart- 
burnings and jealousi^, not between the go- 
vernors aiid governed, but helwwi ike pmp^ 
them* 0 im 8 . 80 tliat wlxatever appearance 'of 
dissatisfaction might be manifeslod, if is pr^'t 



;i))f)arrnt iht* sf)\orei:;n would have always 
ojH* \r<\ri\ oil his side. When the llelols of 
Njia]ln and th<* hondinen of Home, threaUmed 
their |•o^j»eeti^e j^overniniuits v>iih desiruel*oii, 
die\ \H‘re ne\('r joined, e\en liy Ihe res less 
sj)iri(s, of the^(* (urlnilenl states: and for this 
rotison, that ^o^mninent favoured one party at 
the exp(Mis(" oi the other, and <*oald ahvavs eal- 
culale on the su[>pi)»*t of ihoM^ nhmn the\ prcder- 
f*(‘d. Thus, if we ean <*ontemplai(" the remote 
possihiiily of a i(^\olt h} the union of colonists and 
natives, musi (irst aliov\ llieni tlie n(‘(‘Ossary 
lime lo ineorpora e, and U^eome as i>ne people, 

li , however, eontraiy to .ill ri^ason, the\ should 
prematureh unil<‘, ande\pe» theij li irojH^an mas- 
ters, would tlj(‘\ a^^ree in (hiar shau's of the future 
l^ov<M’nm(MU V If die colonists, l)\ tlicir super!- 
oriiv ill ^^^onr of body and of in elleel, shoimJ 
^ain the asecMula.’u*. , h<»>v au* du\\ lo provide a 
MillieiiMil army loovin-awe a (ii^eon^en^ed popn’a- 
tioji tf'n times njjin' nummous than themselves, 
and at tlu^ same time dc'fend ilieir eolony from lUe 
hostile* altmnpts of the* mother coimtiy to le^ain" 
il *•' If the nvtnhvi's <»f the native.^ shounl f)ii*v.iil. 
tUe colonists, of course, mas! (*aleuiaie on bem^ 
utterly e\lirj)a(ed — so that in either ea>e, revolt 
would b(' us(*less, and would liardly atlempted, 
wh(*r(‘ Mk* result rnijjht ho so ea:^ily foioseen. 
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Hi r let us adopt tlw otlior ahernatuc clrcum* 
slanc'c under wliicli I sujijiosed it possil)I(‘ revolt 
uould dake place, keiu^, llial the natives nu;^lit 
rise, and expel liotli the colonists and their rulers. 
On this branch, however, it will b<* quite unneces- 
VI r\ to due’ll, for if the natives siio ild beconu’ so 
tlarine, as to rid themselves of (heir maslers, and 
resume the soverei^ulv of their own s</d, which, by 
the l»ve, would be no \er> lienious ctinie, (I mean 
in a itfoi'iil point of vk’w,) I do not sei’ any pe- 
euliarii> in tiw’ C'oinpanv s modi* of government, 
to pri'vent .simh a eonsuminalion til fHTsonf — or it 
Ihe^V weri’ joined liv tin* Fri’iich or Russians, and 
thus be enabled (<• eonti’iid with <;re!it<’r hopes of 
success against tlieii rulers, such an event is as 
lilvel> to occur under the prcsmit form of ooverii- 
inent, as any other; or indci’d inoie so, for I 
would rather be disposed to consider coloui/-ation 
as more likelv to strenyifien the liands of the ex* 
ecutive, tiian to weaken (hem, b_> jiivin;;; an in- 
terest in the soil, to those eutrusti’d with its defence 
— the best of all possible motivtit’ (<> extiaordmary 
exertions. 

Hi r utter all we have lieen ar^uinji, it cannot 
lie denied, and is well known to the Directors 
themselves, that colonization Isjiroceedinj; in spite 

of their “ s\stem of rieoroiis exclusion,” and even 

* “ 

to a consideiable extent. The desc<*udants of tlK 
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original Portiioucso, French, and Dideh settlers, 
are nuinerous all over India, as are also a mixed 
population, the proja;eny of European males and 
native hunales— the former dillerinj; from the na- 
tives in little but their relij^ion, and daily assiini- 
latiii<j: to their character — the latter, admitted to 
the society of neither class, alfhony;h partaking 
of the qiialiti<*s of both, but in did’erent propoi'- 
tions. The jrride of these last, would incline them 
to join with the Eurojreans in case of i-evolt, but 
their being in etlect proscrilx'd, and disqualified 
to hold atij pidtiic apjrointinent, would lead them 
to seek revenge b\ uniting with the native's whom 
thej more itearly lesembh*. Of th<*se classes there 
cannot be few, prolrably soinc hundred thousands. 
Besides, thme are manv all o\ei- India, born in 
Eiii'ope, who have no intention of returning 
thidier, and are* as much domiciliated as if the 
country were ('ntirv'lv free. St) that coloni/.ation 
is [vroceeding, Ixit pe'rhaps soavewlmt slower, than 
it would other wise' do, though the diflerencr* ma;i 
not be so great as sonx' people lonct'rve. 

Yr,r notwitlistanding the fears of the Directors, 
b does not appear verv dear to me, that coloni/fi- 
tion would br* in anv degree danger'ous, or hur^t^ ] 
to the mother country, Inil the very reverse^/ ro- 
vided we could make srrre of living in/ xinity 
with tlje colonists. If a volroitary separation were 
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to fake })lae6,’ and a popular person at the head 
ol‘ the* executive, under HtiakMcr title, ini^ht 
be found txnivenien', with .he naval power 
of Great pri>ain, lo piev'rve from external a. tack 
the infant eoiouy. until i.s slrenj»ih wert‘ eonsoli- 
daletl, it would pr<>hah!y l)e the best ihinj; that 
coiihl hefal this eouinry But this is atapeetdation 
wliieh would lea<l me out of my dep'h, hut which 
inijjhi pio.eau in' ores inj{ opie !o hos<‘ more pn)- 
foundly .sKdIed in the science of legislation. 

TiUi jjreatest danjjor to Ik apprehended to our 
Indian jmssessioiis, seems to nu* lo he (lom e\l<‘r- 
iial attack, or silent encioaclnmm , on the part of 
the Kuropean powers, whos(> iioii iers are alreatly 
ne<irl> joined lo that of British India. From As- 
fracan on Ih" ('aspiaii .Sea, the Iliissians mi:rht 
march an arms into die hean ol die Bridsh terri- 
torv in hss than a inou n, and as fhev have been 
for some nine past extending iheir iron tier on the 
sid<‘ of I’ersia, iheaccoinplidniien: ol such a jiroject 
inii:h< lie duis renden'd moie easy. '1 he neij'hhour- 
i'tji iudejienden. states, too, w^mlook withswret or 
open iliscoiitent »*n the jj.'owiiii’ povver of British 
liulia iiuj>ht readily he induced to join in an <mi- 
terprise, lo which they are already sufhiientlv 
prone. If has alwavs t<H), been a fatourite ohjixt 
of Frenth |H)licv, and ahhou:;h ahandoiied for die 
pa‘sent, will be resumed if suewss continues to 
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attend their arms at some period perhaps not dist- 
taiit. Their reeeni occupaiion of Egypt wat cer- 
tainly wiih an ulterior \ iew to an attempt on British 
India. In<tced, tin’s has been long a favourite 
st'lieme with them ; to reeo' er part of ttiaf commerce 
of uhich iht* naval superiority of Britain has de- 
pri\ed them, is natural enough, and io this object 
the restless and intriguing g<*nius of a note pow- 
erful people, will so ci^er or brer be dirwted. 
When such an attempt is made, it will probably 
be by land, and for such an enterprize, die char- 
acter of their armies peculiarly tit them. If their 
success in such an attempt uere (‘vtm but partial, 
it is more than [irobable that with the military pos- 
session of the intermeiliate countries, they would 
make an (dFort to iliiert a consicbu-able portion of 
fli(‘ Indian trade to Europe over-land, so dial the 
na\al s rengdi of England would be harmless. U 
is now upwards of lifiy years since a pniject of this 
nature wiis detailed by a French (’oiisul at Catla^^J', 
and who speaks coulideiitly as to tlj(‘ ease with which 
such a trade might be carried on. He calculates 
ininiuely the number of days a caravan would take 


* IM. Peyssonol, resident at Cafta, “ S?ir U Commerce de la 
Mcr NoireJ^ He gives the entire number of days requisite to 
transport merchandise, in this way, from Ilindostan to (Constan- 
tinople. The reader will find an abstract of the scheme in Gib- 
bon’s Roman Rinpirc, Vol. 7, p. 319, 8vo. The treatise itself 
I have ne^e^ seen. 




fiiom ibc plains of l^ipidosUin, to where the Oxus 
becomes navigable, dow'n which stream he conveys 
his merchandise to the Caspian Sea, from thence 
up the Cyrus, which takes its rise in the Ibqrian 
Caucasus, as far as that river is imvigable— thence 
.aeroas tlie mountains to Sarapana on the Phasis, 
and down that river to the Euxino Sea. Thw 
scheme may l>e looked imoii by many as visiona- 
ry, from the apparent ditmilty of the passage, but 
ditfieultics of a still more perplexing nature, the 
French ha^e overcome, with seemingly little ef- 
fort, within these few years ; and if love of con- 
quest,, and liatred of the English, shall prompt 
them to such an untertaking, the trade of India, 
even under those disadvantages, would l)e looked 
upon as no inconsiderable coinpmisittion. The 
weakness of the Turkish Empire' is the best security 
against attack from her, but the movenn'uts of 
France and Russia, on the frontier territory, ought 
to be watcheel with more than ordinary attention, 
for it is certainly from them, joined, perliaps, by 
Persia, tliat British India has most to fear. Were 
a Ijojvce occurring, ainl the French Factories of 
Chardenagorc, Pdnd<*cherry, A.c. restortnl to tliat 
nation, they noiiid become the center of every 
sort of intrigue, and prepare the way for perhaps 
a more successful contt*st— but this, I presume, will 
not bt‘ the ease, while Britain is able*j|to continue 
the wav. 
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In following me to the cltlkie of these deitultory 
epistles,, my reader may consider it necessary to 
have a tecapituladoii of the arguments, and the 
ii^rencra I wish to be deduced ' from them. Al- 
tnotigh 1 am not' conscious of having throughout 
misrepresented any facts, or reasoned unhiitly 
from them, yet if I shall be convicted of either, I 
will always be happy to make every atonement in 
my power. 1 have no reason to be personally 
hostile to the Company’s establishments, but the 
contrat%'. I have, however, endeavoured to divest 
myself of every sort of prejudice and partiality, in 
discussing a question which involves the well-being 
of millions of individuals, and whether or not I 
have succeeded in my endeavours, my readers 
must judge. 

A 

I WISH the following conclusions to be csta- 
blislied. 

1. Th.vt all Commercial Monopolies are pre- 
judicial to the trade of the country where they 
ate established, and aie above all contrary to that 
fi'eedom which is the birth right of every British 
Merchant. 

2. Th\t the Honourable East India Company 
Can urge no sufficient plea, why their Monopoly 
should l>e an exception to this universal rule. 



d. That evei^ adn^ting their plea of expedien'* 
cy in a nMitied. degree, tliey have net a capital 
wherefitli to cany on advantageously guch an 
extensive comme^e. 

i 

4. That the proposed plan of limiting the trade 
with India td ^he port of London, would be il« 
liberal to the outfports, an invasion of the rights 
of individuals, and not at all conducive to the «e- 
curitf of the revenue, wliile it would certainly 
retard its intirease. 

5. 'JpEkT if the Company can plead any reason 
whatever, far an exclusive trade to any part of 
Asia, that plea can be urged least of atl, with 
respect to the trade with (^ina, where they luive 
neither territorial posse^itklVs, nor political influ- 
OI|ce. 

6. That as some in^mniUcation to the Com-, 

pakiy and their servants/ would be but barely an act 
of justice, such an indcinnilication ought to be bc- 
aifilred, in a way invidious than that of a con- 
tinued Monopoly. ^ 

7. Tbat seme scheme Inay be practically adopt- 
ed of reconciling the continuance of the adminis- 
tration of their territorial concerns in the hands 
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with an al(«A4^^fad[un<hin^ p<lfii|lkiioa«4toirtii^ a 

tion> to 

lwndad--4ji^i|^y«r«t,4|>«J4 tofff 

tifm from ;4m«to<4h^ wntrji |^o^^fi,|jB^ pf^Sf 

9 arily follow— an4» that it is 

voluntary, separation might not be moot advan* 

togepM^ )imt*».to *W? togwliy i9Jtt^ 

Jf ottr Xc^latom hi» df a dii^r^t aidjpifx 
on these important »<whkh i^t 

they wit! be,) I hope ayftot^to escape qepim^ 
for obtruding on toe pulmc these few Wnto^mi^ 
serrations. As 1 diall not be mortified if 1 $hoiii<j^ 
be fbn^ to have {(ijto4^l«t>n qnes^ toiMt 
greater talen^ hasi ttoik ^qQ«qded»<^*lpiqp^^ 
trust, tost, |v)tatmtot>,^fj%»k«di 

manent st^tore of tod B^itob domuMiOtot^ 
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ntons and pfiKse^nm/niusd be'in wmedegycln laao- 
dified. 


On a forilier oecasioi) ^"venii^i^d, sotnea^iat 
briefly, on China^^ 

yet at tbe ^me tiine*>4i*| appifebended, toak a 
dwrt sumy df fye^ i^aa^t by Com- 

pany eoiild poa^y attetii^ to support their plea 
to a renewed ]^)|no|»oly pf thk extenwve and lu- 
ciaflve pammei^, ds^«li|b«ff flie, reasons of poli- 
cy, which' Muoe tha^Tinistry to acquiesce 


in thqir nKMi| of statipg the iquastions as betareen 
them and the puHio-4iad after niaking every al- 
lowable deductkm Vroia.iB|y pwn «de of the argu- 
ment, tosatisl^fHtiltvimkHi^mihc^ 

• resuitii^ from«|sa«h(1Wi;q^fhirJ^ in favour of fiee- 
dohf. ItwpsaliMitmtedJ^jtlietm^pl^whi^ 


could be fpr«oop|i4og ^ J^onppoly to 

the Company, Wintl4b9.^thlt^f 

stock-boldemj 'lesttUddq^ A ^ trade tbe sbo^- 

ippapacitafe 

’ prqseat 




qf by ally penKW, at a iteno4» and m* 

a oount(y» and pracUee 

of poUiit^i o<!o)|Oiay,aif^ (hataag^y 4nden^bod^ 
la tiui' beliafjr however,* at in ‘many thinga else, i 
lia^ bean afmng $ bat ip aclcapirlad^ng my error, 

I lawt be|| lay rembfer to.view d^ tbuailatioD on 
wK(cib f bilitt<my faitb» mid* faiiiy jadge between 
,toy antaigomste and me, wliei^br or not iny confi- 
deoee bad si^ient tt die judgment of 

4lie pbbli0 sball'go ine, l^\nust strive to 

uhlewnd 8u<^ plausible but ddngebnis l^kbies. 

) Had always avoided tmudiitig'e^ die question 
of the Cbmpany’s stock,, fnaip % desire which 1 
have* uniformly ai«iwed of ^kWpipg distinct and 
sepamle, die ooi|iddeiht^^4*f 
uiereial, .frbtn their and territorial dbn> 

oems, thus sbapliiyjiiig dif tfisciu^n ofi subjects 
not iieneisarily united. 0 ^ for fbHMils, Ifts very 
ofpov^'i, advpj^ted^df Mwiopoly strive to* 
make me of them, in order dm ^couhtiy may 
be fM^^taned into tbcb* % the peiplex- 

Idpfdiffieolfies, &ij|y‘make tb^ beHbvei, miist be 
eswodblefed in‘^ pt^iut of tloir 0 bject-<rand 
this i^jittetn- of defe^eb they iCims to be snocess- 
inUy psao^t^ at ^is ^eaob^nti fbr petqile of 
|ihin sense,’ f to seb very own inter- 

e^ trad 4 • jnlbds^aild dneiuate in 
their opini^^‘s»to» 'eael^ik^ difficnl** 



ties these pjra^ised ierrofkte (Create for them. T« > 
lay a few of these faewil4ermg phantoms, shaUlie 
the hiunble attempt of this epit^. 

As it is pfett]^ aj^MiJwnt'^ Bvitiife Go> ' 

vernmeat is yiit^iaily ’itetiiopsijbjet^fer .t^ whple 
debt of fee Companjf^ ^whamitef* il may be, would 
it not be equally well to ameme feat res^onsibiUty « 
direeUy, fe^fi thieug^ an itdmrjmafeate Agency » 
and fee more piirtieularly^ aa fee Direetma them* 
selves hint something ef fee n^eemjty of it ' The 
Indian debt is stated to be about 26 millions #, 
and as it is qptib^l wife fee efedifer, to receive 
payment in En^ud, It, seems mondly certain 
that while matters rmnain in the present state, and ' 
interest continues low iu India, the creditor will 
Uttifermly make fee>elecfe>h ^ being paid in Eng* 
land, wbidi will oieale^satffe an overwhelming 
demand on fee Company's Treaafey at home, as 
'will he impossible fer tlmm to^ satisfy. ' Sfec.mil^ 
lions, if I mi^kertpiit, 9 stated to be feq sum. 
which will be i!eqm>e 9 l»te<fneet fee debt feiis^tnms-> 
ferred this Utet ‘aad^euff^ yehv> and forWh^eh 
fee CfeaneeUor df t^.lhtehei^ner mnat^ provide, 
by^fundiug Ih^aod/fens in *a.^fe^*>yeai«, at all 
cercnfei, mil fee wliqte fee Indian ddbt be trans- 

feffed^ anfefee homo4ebtwill oahiinJly'.foUow it; 
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and whether or not the public, or the Company, 
should provide the interest, seems the only question, 
and one not of 4iffi<^lt decision — ^for if the public 
revenue increases with the free exlension'of the 
trade, in tihe proportion which I ventured to as- 
sume, I see no reason why the claims of the coun- 
try should, be" postponed to those of 9. few indi- 
viduals — at all events, if the pubjie fail in pro- 
ducing a rceeaus e^uo/ to the Company, from 
this traiiic, the deficiency must lie made up by 
thcmselces in some other ‘shape — whereas, if the 
revenue of the Company s/torf of what might 
accrue from a free faradc, the public, not the Com~ 
pany^ would pay for it. This is an argument 
which of itself qught to be decisive in our favour. 
But it will be said, wlmt'n to become of the capi- 
tal stock of the Company if ypuaholish their Mo- 
nopoly?^ 1 Would answer, it is* really no very 
tfolj^y afair. The wMe Cnp’^1 UctmUy ad- 
vanced by the proprietors, being somewhat Jess 
than seven millions sieving, just ^rout fourteen 
twines the capital employed in the s^e trade b^ 
<Mur obneure indi .idual in the state of New Eng- 
land j and emassed under (heir very eyes> though 
out pf die rpa<di of their consul — and pot more 
than the ^pital which t^n resj^table Bntish mer- 

— p — 

* I wjn'e co»wijIering^d» 

as s joint stock €oinpany>*^**'i nmder s uco tr^e. 



chants could embark in the same dbmmerce, and 
without borrowing a sixpence. The sum of 7 
millions, borrowed on bond, ‘l am not bound 
to notice, as any iTtdividucd could borrow money 
in a similar way. This being the state of the 
fact as to their stock, 1 can really ste no diffi- 
culty in the disposal of It; and I question much, 
if one single proprietor Would be found wil- 
ling to continue his capital in a concern which 
yielded him little more than ordinary intci^st for 
his money, buf for the patronage which such a 
connection affords liim ; and this 1 do not think 
any stock-holder will deny. — Except, therefore, 
in the article of patronage, the proprietors of Com- 
pany’s stock, would have little reason to complain 
of the transfer, thougli Government took their stock 
at parj and dissolved tliat co>par(nery, whose tirad- 
concerns were Imst the objects of theif regard, 
and from whence diey derived a scarcely percepti- 
ble benefit ; while their corporate existence ope- 
rated an invidious proscription ef their fellow-sub- 
jects, whatever might ha>e l^een its eifecl on na- 
tional prosperity/ which has also been questioned. 
If it shall appear to die Legislature, that depriva- 
tion of the exercise of this patronage, is a proper 
subject of indemnity, ^whieh^ 1 dare say may ap- 
pear so,) some measure may doubtless be substi- 
tuted to compensate the want of it, in a wa} 
substnntiaUy totter^ and> 1 am certain, less humi- 
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liating to the wuntry, than by extending the period 
of the Coin}wny’8 peculiar privileges. If, there* 
tore, I have succeeded in impressing on my read- 
er, tlie same degree of conviction which I feel 
on this branch of argument, it will go near to sa- 
tisfy him, that the Company’is .debt mns/ fail on 
tho country eveutnally, and at no distant period 
•—and their StAck might undergo a similar trans- 
fer it'itliout material injury to its holders, and with 
hiAnite advantage to the* eounti^. It would be 
absurdity and injustice, p postpone^ die interests 
of the community to those of a' Comparatively few 
individuals, and eispedaUy as the public must suf- 
fer both immediate privation, and. the risk of 
eventual- Iom, wlikh these individuals may sustain. 
It would be rather a simple sort of bargain, for 
the public to run all the hazaVd of a loss by the 
China trade; while the Gbmpanytenjoyed all its 
advantages. They may plead, ^t -the whole of 
the revenue of their conquests is mortgaged for the 
payinent of their debts, and the lesset the public 
may sustain by them;* but this is nothin]^ moie than 
the plea of indemnifieatioa id a different form. 
Tbus have I br^hfly stated what appeared to me 
to be necessary to evidence the reasonableness of 
the claims of the chantry to an unrestricted com- 
aueroe widi Chinas as a^ tlieexpediehc^ of com- 
plying with these claiimf ; and, I trust, in perfect 
consistent with thee opinion' I •ha've unlfortnly h^d. 
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tha{ 1 would radier desire to see the administra' 
tion of the territorial possessions and patroiu^ of 
the Company continued for a time, at least, in the 
Court of Directors, subject to some regulation as 
to the relative powers to be ejcercised by them and 
the Board of Controul, than atll at once to throw 
such an overwhelming inilttence lUtedl^ into the 
hands of duise who coudtmt Ins Miijesty’s Govern- 
ment^; although I do not pretend to saydiat such 
influence may not be as unduly enarc^ned in the 
one case as the other, and pK^ahlyisao, ypt as the 
influence is in different faaniU, and eaeicised for 
diflerent ptupoies, its genmnl dfects are less 
dangerous in the one titai^ ^ nflier. Besides, 
throwing the experience «f die Direetoix/ and of 
the servants of djie i!>b]ip|iany into theyCaie, the 
chance is, dM|t aflhirs wi^ he mudi better manag- 
ed, for some dme tb dioce idiom piw^ice 

has rendered expert, i^baii by people whoae pmvi- 
ous habits lmveitmid«ired them unfit Ibr perfortuing 
the miauiO'detsils of apeh a OotepliQated Govern- 
ment. pn ^ psSMit I hanud an opi- 
nion wi^diduitRioMdelAM^ own 

judgment eo^vltpcntil^ its sbmiidneta. 

1 HttALju now*r 0 i|iiflddieateoi^^ of myr reader^ 
to soam efi die most (^vmm aiyiiries |he*com- 
merceof tbeopimtiry wbuid anabtb^by the Continu- 
ance of dm H^Eonopoly to And on this 



iinidious topic, 1 tihali presume, that it is not ue> 
ocssarj to enlarge, .trusting that the wisdom of 
our legislature will prevent the trial of an expe- 
riment, so obviously pregnant with mischievous 
consequences. It would seem, that the Directors 
proiK>!»o to fix ’ the eastern boundary of commer- 
cial freedom, at Point Rumania, the south-eastern 
extremity of the Peninsula of Malacca, and its 
northern limits at the equinoxial line. Tlu!^ rect- 
angle niil embrace hedge in, besides the com- 
merce of China and Japan, the whole of Siam, 
Cochin-china, and Tonquin, the Philipines, and 
two- thirds of the Iilai|d of Borneo ; as aUo the car- 
i;;ymg mde between ihi^ north-west coasiof Ame- 
1 ica^am Chilka, of Itself of some importance — thus 
compr^iiding, vidiin the iutiea of exclusion, an 
immenl^ tract of territory, not oae *&ch of which 
the Company can cjlaim anytilb to more than the 
meanest among his Majesty’s mibjects, save that 
srtrt of title ifjhlch dye RuflSninMie of their countr} - 
men has ^itherto allowed dmm tb ienjoy. On 
each of iliese bramdWil of trade, i shall offer a 
single rcQUM^. ‘ t 

' } ^ 

Tiik very situation of Slam, points it out ^ a 
natural p)aceof trade. Btaeedlmfween twogulphs, 
and embracing a sea oeoet of near a dioasand 
miles; fertile In its soil, ani) rich in minerals, this 
fine, but ill-hiled country, ndght, under a better 
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Government, become the env>’ of the world. But 
ih moral energies, have been for ages cramped 
by the most cruel and degrading of despotisms, 
not less fatal to trade, than to the security and 
happiness of mankind. Most writers agree, that 
.d the beginning ot the sixteenth century, the 
trade of this kingdom* was great — its importance 
Mas such, even so late as the reign of Louis XI \ . 
as to induce tliat Monarch, to receive andtfeturn 
an embassy to that opulent state, from whence 
the French expected advantages, which their own 
imprudent conduct prevented them from eser re- 
ceiving. The Dutch Eai^lpdia Company, drove 
the French from their settlements there, and car- 
ried on at one time a considerable commerce. 
They exchanged their European manufactures 
for elephant's teeth, cassia,* gum iae, logwood, 
sappan wood, hides — likewise gold, loadstone, 
iron, copper, and calin — ^these valuable com- 
modities were at that time produced in great 
quantities, but the unrelenting despotism un- 
der which the country has fallen, has banished 
industry from its inhabihints. The fine gum, 
w^iich the Chinese and Japanese use as a Lac- 
q ter, and which we so much atfmire, is said to 
be produced in this country only ; the carrying 
of it to those artisans, might consequently fall into 
the hands of the British under a free trade, toge- 
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tlier witli the other products of the soil. Besides, 
the fertility of tlie lands is such as to yield rice two 
hundred fold, and as the distresses of famine are 
frequently and severely felt in all oriental despo* 
tisms, particularly in China, the carrying of grain 
alone, might become a considerable branch of 
commerce in the hands of ^n enterprizing people. 
In its present political state, the immediate ad* 
^ anta^ of an open commerce would be probably 
few, but frequency of intercourse might bring 
about a change favourable both to the general in- 
terests of oommerce> and the happiness of the hu- 
man race. What Ills been said of the political 
state of Siam, may equally apply to Cochin-china, 
and^the state of its comiberoe is not very different. 
Its gold mines are more abundant, and that metal 
is found finer here tl»n any where in the world. 
Its other prodnefions are nearly the same as those 
of Siam, and the little ^de it enjoys, is in the 
hands of a people little qualified to carry it on, 
viz. the Giine8e‘4t', " 

s'U 

' Tub Spanish qolony of Manillas, or Phili- 
pine Islands, is'suboidUttde to the Vice- royalty 

^1 ■ »ii 

* I niHt refer my rea4sr fer ferther informstion to Mr. 
,|tarro«*s account of CocIun*diiBa, 4bbc Baytiars Hirtoiy 

^snd Veysges to tbs £sst Indwy fee. 

‘ ' 
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of Mexico, and known to Europeans, chiefly from 
its being the medium of communication between 
the eastern and western world, and the centre of 
the commerce of both countries. The articles, how- 
ever, which it exports to.Aeapuloa, and other 
places in America, are not the products of its own 
soil,' or of t&e industry of its inhabitants, but col- 
lected from every part of Asia, in exchange, chief- 
ly, for the precious metals. The native popula- 
tion of these Islands is rated variously, but may 
probably amount to about a million and a half— 
the people of colour to ten or twelve thousand, 
and the Spaniards to about five thousand souls. 
In the hands of the two latter.cldsses, are placed 
the lives and destinies of the former, and they are 
not free from the accusation of abusing such ab- 
solute authority. As in every other Spanish eo-- 
lony, trade is subjected to such absurd and vexa-^ 
tious restrictions, to such ajrbitrary and capricious 
exactions, that it is more to be wondered, that they 
enjoy any trade whatever, than tliat it is not great-* 
er, which under better management it might easily 
be, A similar cause pr^ents^the ex^ion of every 
sort of industry ; for people will i^rcely attempt 
to acquire that wealth, which, when acquired, caii- 
not be secured to them, bor toil for those comforts, 
of which the caprice of an unfeeling petty dCspot, 
may in a moment deprive them. The period, 
however, is probably now arrived, wheri thfesd fine 
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countries shall be roused from tli^t moral and 
political torpor, iu wliicli they have slumbered for 
ages, to (he ei^joyment of those substantial bles- 
sings which rational liberty, and its concomitants, 
confer on mankind % Under a better Govwn- 
ment, it is impossible.to contemplate, to what ex- 
tent the trade with tltpsc \pla»dsi might bo carrier], 
lilquidislant from tl»e sliores of Africa and Ame- 
rica, and surrounded by the most wealthy states of 
Asia, they might become the centre of the com- 
merce of all of them, and instead of exhibiting 
the marked appearance of oppresion, indolence, 
and iio^erty, they might speedily attain to free- 
dom, industry, '*ar\d* opulence. Under more en- 
lightened regulations, our traders might be readi- 


* It » but a bare act of justice to the English East India 
Company to nolicet to tbeir boooura their conduct, qiies* 
tionable as it has beeUf has r^ain^ less, contaminated with 
ofiences against morality, and stained with violations of the 
laws of immutable Justice, than any otbec. of the corporate 
cstablisliYnenta, whibb have sucofifeit^ly onthralled the Asiatic 
states. Even the attempts of lhehr;)aervants to propagate the 
Christian religiop, exhibit, probaW|f»'1mdenee of greater mo- 
rality tbon po/%. |[ regret^ h0w^^cv$ to perceive, that the 
example of the Difvhtors is rather calculated" to inspire diffi- 
dence in their professions, oki the subject of religion. In the 
papers lately printed, one of th^r long coi v. uncos with the 
Earl of Buckingbamshii^e, is dated Sunditx^ iL of April. 

Probably the extreme fear of losing their temporalities has 
tempted them to this breach of the Chrkdan Deodogue. 
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ly supplied here with the precious metals they re- 
quire lor the commerce of India, and Ciitua, while 
tiiey furnished the Spaniards with articles of Eu- 
ropean manufacture, so necessary as a return for 
their American imports. But whether the present 
fervour which agitates these colonies, will end in 
a way so favourable to the interests and happiness 
of mankind, time aloue can reveal. In the mean 
time let not U9 by our own acta obstruct such a 
happy consummation. 

The fur trade between the North-West coast of 
America, ^nd CUnton in China, is already known 
to be very advantageous, and might ha^e engag- 
ed a vast proportion of British capital and ship- 
ping, but for the existeooe of the Company’s Mo- 
nopoly, which prevented them from returning di- 
rect to Europe with the products of that Empire, 
exchanged for their American cargoes. Owing 

T' — ' ■ ■ - — " ■ 

* I am happy in having it ia my power to quote, on thit 
branch of my subject, the opidon of a distinguished traveller, 
Sir A. MacKenzie, wtio^ evidencs will be received with less 
hesitation from hh having been jictuallj" engaged in the traffic, 
«'hich he furnishes an account of. In that Genflcman’s in- 
troductory History of the for trade, foe following passage 
occurs: 

“ Of these (skins) were diverted foom foe British market, 
being sent forgugh tte United States to China, 13,tl64 si: ms, 
fine beaver, weighing 19,2SS pounds; 1250 fine otters, and 
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to such a circumstance, this lucrative commerce is 
thrown chiefly into the hands of the Americans, 
who absolutely obtain tlieir furs from British sub- 
jects in C'afnada, by whom they are collected, and 
to whom again they sell their teas in return, la 
this manner are the riglits of Britisli merchants 


kitt foxes. They would have found their way to the 
China tnaricet at any rate, but this deviation from the British 
channel arose iirem the following circumstance : 

" An adventure of this kind was undertaken by a respectable 
house inLondon, half concerned with the North*West Company, 
in the year 1792. The furs were of the best kind|^ and suitable 
to the market ; and the adventurers continued this connection 
for five successive years, to tlie annual amount x>f forty thousand 
pounds. At the winding up of the concern of 1792, 179J, 
1794, 179S, in the year 1797, (the adventure of 1796 not being 
included, as the furs were not sent to China, but disposed of 
in London,) the North -West Company experienced a loss of u])- 
wards of 40,0001. (their half) wbicli was principally owing t« 
the difficulty of getting home the produce procured in return 
tor the furs from China, in the East India Company’s ships, 
together with the duty payable, and the various restrictions of 
that Company. Whereas, from America there are no impedi* 
ments ; they get immediately to market, and the produce oi 
them is brought back,*end perhaps sold in the course of twelve 
months. From 'such advantages the furs of Canada will no 
doubt find their way to China by America, xehich mould not be 
the case if British eubjeets had the same 'privileges that are al- 
limed to foreigners, as London would then be found the best 
and safest market’*.->'M‘Kenxie*s Travels, Ictroduction, page 
?4. 
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yearly sacrificed ; whereas, under a free trade, 
ships might proceed direct, round Cape lloili to 
Koo ka Sound, there exchange their £uroi»can 
manufactures for the furs witii which that coun- 
try abounds ; from thence across the Pacific to 
China, where they again would exchange their 
cargoes for teas, for the markets of Euro|)e. 
Thus performing a double voyage, and circum- 
navigating the globe, in little more time than 
the Company's ships take to perforin their stated 
voyages to China alone. At all events, the 
trade in this article would be immense through 
Canada, if no obstructions existtnl in the jwovi- 
aion of return cargoes from Ch'jiia direct, the safe 
cause of its being so much neglected at present. 

I WOULD, therefore, with deference, conclude, 
that the excltisive grant of the China trade to the 
Company, would not only be of no advantage to 
the nation, but would prove a positive and certain 
national yoss; whereas its abrogation, would be no 
act of injustice to the Cbmpany, and of certain 
and incalculable benefit to the whole empire. If 
my reader shall be of a different opinion, I must 
crave his pardon for this tedious trespass on his 
patience. 


FINIS. 


JhrtfUed m $ftc Gtassow Charmtk Office* 
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A DVERTTSEMENT. 


THE followinii; Ecttf‘r, its 

Ap})eu(lix, was torwardi‘<l hy the 
last ships from iMa<!ras, for tiie ])ur- 
post; of puhlicatioji in this eoinitry; 
with a (h'sij^n, which, it is hojx d, 
will he a<’<‘oinplished, of affording 
a pure dof(*ijce against soint* erro- 
neous statements that have gone 
iortli to the vvorkl under the sanc- 
tion of great names, and of re- 
moving an impr(‘ssi()n from the 
puhlie mind, prejudicial to tin* 
livung reputation of tiie \\ rilers of 
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the Letter, aad injurious to the 
sacr(.‘cl iiKMiiory of the dead. — The 
Editor of these Papers thought it 
necessary to observe thus much in 
explanation of his own motive. — 
The Letter will speak for itself. 



TO THE aO^OURABLE 


THE DIRECTORS 


or THE 


EAST INDIA COMPANY. 

HONOURABLE SIRS, 

A I’APETf, containing u minute iroiri two 
rcspectal)lc members of your flonourablc 
Court, in which our contluet with regard 1o 
some late trials at Madras, for forgery and 
j)erjury, is very severely arraignetl, having 
been laid before the House of Commons, 
wc feel it a duty we owe to ourselves and 
to the memory of our much-lamented friend 
and relative, the late Mr. Roebuck, to ad- 
dress this Letter to your Honourable Court. 
And as we arc persuaded that the charges 
brought against us are founded in ('rror, ari- 
sing from misieprescntations made' by int<^'- 
rcsted persons, we trust you w ill not det m 
it a disrespect to your iloiiourablc Court 


collectively, or to any of the members of 
it iiuiiviclually, if we publish this our vin- 
dicatio)! to our country. 

AVe must also entreat you to bear in 
mind the cruel manner in which our cha- 
racters have been defamed for the last 
three years, and the severe obloquy wc 
have, in consequence, laboured under from 
your Honourable Court; with what aspe- 
rity we have been aiiimad verted upon in 
PiiiTiament ; aiid how atrociously m'c have 
bet'u libelled in a w'cll-known ]>amj)hlet 
ascribed to IVir.Tiuchan : and wc trust that, 
in consideration of the tortured state of 
our feelings upon this subject, you will 
forgive us, if, in vindicating ourselves, and 
cxj)osing the errors which the honourablo 
gentlemen above mentioned have been led 
into, we should appear to depart in the 
slightest degree from the respect and de- 
corum which ought to characterize every 
address to 3'our Honourable Court. It is 
not our intention to dt> so. P>ut wc claim 
the undcmbtetl right of men, Avho have 
been falsely accused and grievousl}’^ in- 
jured, freely to assert the truth in their 
own justification. 
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In order to trespass as little upon your 
time as possible, \vc shall only notice such 
parts of the minute contained in the paper 
in question, and of the Appendix annexed 
to it, as relate immediately to ourselves, 
and those connected with us ; and such as 
tend to brins to lioihtthe inoti\ es of others 
concerned m this question. And that we 
may place our justification in the clearest 
j)oint of view, we sliall take the ]ib(‘rty of 
tjuoling such parts separately, and of sub- 
joining our reply to each. 

It would be presunjption in us to notice 
that [)ait of the minute which relates to 
CJent'ial Maedowall, and to the opinions 
of Mr. Petrie upon the subj(‘.et of the ad- 
di ■fbs and ser\ ice of plate [)resented to 
him, did not the minute itself eonncct Ce- 
lu'ral Alacdowall with those that are therein 
denominated “ jtersons in o[)eu opposition 
to government,'’ of vvijich, in a subsequent 
part, we have been described as the lead- 
ers ; and Iiad we not learned from lUKjue.-,- 
tionable authority tliat J\lr. Hoebvick had 
rendeied himself particularly obnoxious 
to Sir George Jiarlow, and to sotne mem- 
bers ol’ V'our Honourable Couit by the part 
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he had taken in that address and sub- 
scription. 

J’hat the address to General Macdowall 
had no reference to his public conduct, 
as conncct<'(l with government, has been 
already shewn to your Honourable Court. 
The dates of tlu; meeting at which the 
address was proposed; of the delivery of 
the address ; and of the arrest of Colonel 
]\Jonro, which caused the difference be- 
tween the government and commander in 
chief, establish this fact most incontesti- 
bly. Mr. Roebuck was not present at the 
meeting above referred to, nor was he 
chairman of the first public meeting that 
was held on the subject. It was Colonel 
Jiarc, commanding officer of his Majesty’s 
2'Jd regiment of dragoons, and since com- 
immding officer of the centre division of 
the army. 

'J’hc minute says, “ the names which 
appear to the address, with the exception 
of two or three military men who may 
have had personal obligations or attach- 
ment, are clearly of the description just 
mentioned.” 'I’o this we shall beg leave 
to reply, by (juoting the names of only a 
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lV\v of fliosc who snbsrribod the ad- 
dress, and to tilt; service of plate ; from 
wltieh your Honourable Court will be able 
to judire of the moiiv'cs and character of 
the whole proceeding;. 

JOlliN KEN .VORTIIY, 

]\lniil)t*r of iho Board of Trade; 

llBXRy DAVH, 

J/ieut—coloncl II. JVI. 2‘2d. drai^ooiL'., and commanding 
otiicor of JVI} son* ; 

JOHN CAMPBELL, 

Lieut. -colonel H. M. JiJcl reg* and pa}mastcr of the King’s 

troops ; 

The llovercnd EDWARD V A Lull AN, 

Senior chaplain of Fort St. (icoige ; 

COr.lN MCKENZIE, 

J acMit. -colonel of engintHTS, and survt'yor-gencral ; 

WllJAAM HAWKINS, 

Collector of JMasiilipatam ; 

ROBERT ANDREWS, 

Acting judge of rircuit, soulliei n division ; 

Sir WILLIAM NICHOLSON, Bart. 

Deputy adjutant general of the King’s troops ; 

11. AUSTIN, 

JMajor 11. M. 50fh rcg. 

RICHARD TKLDHAM, 

Sub- treasurer and scertdary of the government bank; 

MLNCO DICK, 

Member of the boartl of trade, .lod bu perinlcndanl of 
ln\e>fment ; 
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J. I). WHITE, 

rhysician to Sir G. Barlow’s family; 

FKKDKUICK GAHAGAN, 

Secretary of government ; 

The OFFICERS of If. M. 59th regiment ; 

Major-general F ULEER, 

One of II. M.’s generals on the staff of India ; 

JAMES HARE, 

Licut.-colonol commanding 11. M.’s 22d reg. of dragoons ; 
ARTHUR (;ORE, 

Lieut. -colonel commanding 11 . M.‘s 33J regiment ; 

E. W . F AL LO VV F 1 EI.D, 

Many }cars third member of council at the presidency of 
Fori St. George ; 

The OFFICERS of H. M.’s 2.5ili reg. of dragoons ; 
The OFFlCEJtS of ILM.’s 12th regiment; 

Sir CHARLES BURDETT, Bart. 
Brigade-nuijor of (he King’s trooi)S. 


A PPKN Di.\. The nabobs of llie Carnatic had care- 
fully kc pt registers of tlie bonds granted by llieni^ 
and pauneijls on ac< ount of them, in ofllces ap- 
propii'.ted to that purpi's/e. After tlu ir dt alli, to 
pi event those n gisters fioin being falsified, the 
otVuTs \v(M e shut np.^’ 

Onsruv ATro>f. — It was proved in the 
trial, upon the evidence ol’ the coinuiis- 
sioners tlioinsclvcs, that when the records 
ol' the l)uil)ar were carried to their ofHcc, 
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they were in a loose and neglected state, 
and that many of the boxes containing them 
were witliout locks, others without keys. 

It was proved in an examination of the 
present Nabob befne the Commissioners, 
that, subsccpient to the death of the late 
Omdut U1 Omrah, he had himself ordered 
many bonds to be put upon the register, 
and among them, the identical I'orged bond 
■which was the subject matter of the first 
trial. 

It was proved before the commissioners, 
by the confession of the three principal 
witnesses on the jjart of the defence in the 
three trials, that all the documents pro- 
duced 1‘rom the records of the Durbar in 
support of the defence, were forgeries, and 
had been interpolated by them at tlie in- 
stigation of Reddy Row. 'I’o dismiss this 
part of the subject at once, and with it 
the (juest ion of the guilt or innocence of 
Reddy Row, Anunda Row, and Mr. Rat- 
ley, we shall lierc add, that the same wit- 
nesses have deposed upon oath, that all 
the evitlence which they had gi\cn upon 
the three trials was false and perjured , 
that Anunda Row had nevet been em- 
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ployed as a clerk at the Purbar; and that 
they had been instigated to these repeated 
acts of perjury by the threats and promises 
of Reddy Ro\4r. 


Appendix. — '^T he committe e having on the Q3th June 
1808 been directed to examine into the charge 
against Paiipiah^ for fabricating a bond for 4f>,000 
pagodas, they, on the J 1th July, jcported, that it 
was a forgery, and reconiniendcd that the paitie.'* 
concerned in it should be prosecuted/’ 

Ojjs. — Mr.Austnither and Mr,Orme,tl)C 
law officers of the company, deeply inte- 
rested in tlic fate (d' Ueddy Row, and conse- 
quently bent upon the deslrnction of Pau- 
piah, and of all Avho should attempt to 
impeach Rc'ddy Row’s credit, were the 
leading persons of this committee. 


Ni'I'ENDIx. — “On ilio Ifiili JnK, a letter dated the yth 
Mas laid before the coininissioiieis by IVli. Abbott, 
contiiining a list of bonds stated I)y him to be sus- 
picioii«!, uinong wliich v\as this one of Reddy 
Row's.” 

Ons. — As no remark is made upon this 
fact, nor any inference drawn from it ; and 
as it docs not appear to connect ^\ith wliat 
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precedes or follows, we are not aware of 
the tendency of the mention of it ; but 
with regard to the information contained 
in that letter, wc beg leave to refer your 
Honourable Court to tlie eoiniuissione'rs? 
and yon will hud that there is not a single 
bond in that list which has been examined, 
that has not proved to be a foigery, by 
the acknowledgment of the connuissioners 
themselves. 

An The coininlssioncrfl, to whom the deed 

sanctioned bv Parliament meant exclusive!}’ to con- 
fine the judgment of such points, on opening their 
commission, in the first place examined carefully 
into the solidity of tliis bond, and were thoroughly 
satisfied on what they deemed tin* clearest evidence, 
that it was a genuine one, not only the reality of 
the nabob’s signature, but the reasonable grounds 
on whicb the bond was granted having been 
pro\ed.” 

Ods. — We beg lca^ e lo refer your Ho- 
nourable Court to our reply to the first ex- 
tract from the Appendix. 


Appendix. — It was here given in evidence to the com- 
missioners that Paupiah had offered to Ueddy Kiov 
to withdraw his charge of forgci y, and settle their 



regarding it. - sole duty, wd 

oeive is?, to examine the accounts jand 
vouchers adduced in su|#[)ort of, or j^gainst. 
cjt||^8 upon the ^latc na^bs ; and to re- 
J^t^tijiipon tliem to the commissioners in 
England. Wc are no“t dware that they 
have any jurisdiction over felonies and^ 
misdemeanours. The deed of covenant 
could not, the act of Parliament docs not, 
give it to them. All that the latter has 
done, is, to empower them to administer 
oaths, and to (‘ntorce obedience to their 
precepts by commitment for contempt. It 
is their province to decide in the first in- 
stance upon the truth or falsity of any 
claim, but their decision cannot prevent 
the operation of the law. Had these gen- 
tlemen decided rightly at first, and re- 
jected this claim as a fraudulent one, as 
they have since been compelled to do ; 
still it would have been competent to any 
man to prosecute the delinquents for the 
forgery. It surely never pan be seriously 
contended, that as long as no false claims 
are admitted, it is indifferent whether such 
baneful crimes as forgery and pejjury pass 
uupunisbdiltior not. We trosjpass upon 



your Honourable Court with these pal- 
pable and self-evident truths, because a 
notion has gone abroad, and indeed it has 
been promulgated by very high authority, 
that the commissioners havmg determined 
upon the validity of the bond in question, if 
was not competent to his Majesty’s courts of 
judicature to take cogniza7ice of the matter — 
Although we must in candour acknow- 
ledge that this doctrine was afterwards 
retracted. But if it had been the inten- 
tion of the legislature that this commission 
should supersede the jurisdiction of his 
Majesty’s courts of judicature in all mat- 
ters touching claims upon the nabobs of 
the Carnatic, we must be allowed to re- 
mark that the advocates for the commis- 
sioners and law officers cannot with any 
consistency’ animadvert upon the prosecu- 
tion of Reddy Row as a contravention of 
this design, since they themselves assume 
that those gentlemen had first, in order of 
time, resolved upon indicting Paupiah. 


Appendix. — One of the commUhioners attended Mr. 
Mait1#nd, and ofTered to communicate to him th#* 
contradictory evidence vftliich the |tuue 
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had given beforb^lo them in this matter ; but Mr. 
Maitland refused to receive the depositions taken 
before the commissioners^ or to examine the de^ 
posing partis himself-’' 

Obs. — U pon reference to the letter from 
the cleik to the justices under date the 26th 
July 1803, to the commissioners, your 
Honourable Court will see that it was Mr. 
Maitland himself who applied for the pro- 
duction of these informations at the pub- 
lic office. He read them with attention, 
afid Ibund nothing in them that at all re- 
pelled the charge laid in the information 
against Reddy Row. But whatsoever were 
the contents of them, he would have 
proved himself grossly ignorant of the 
duties of his office, if he had received as 
evidence in a criminal prosecution, infor- 
mations taken before the commissioners, 
for investigating the debts of the nabobs 
of the Carnatic. ^Vith respect to the wit- 
nesses themselves, Mr. Maitland denies 
that they were tendered to him for exami- 
nation ; and in confirmation of ,tlus asser- 
tion, we may add, that Mr. Anstruthcr 
did not think it prudent to call them upon 
the trial. Major Thompson and Mr. 01 i- 



vet were tendered as witnesses. These 
gentlemen were members of Mr. Anstrur, 
ther’s committee, where he and Mr. Orme, 
the Company’s solicitor, officiated as pre- 
sident and secretary, to decide upon tne 
merits of the man, by whose aid and 
undue influence in the commissioners’ of- 
fice, they e.xpected to gel their own bonds 
passed. They declared to Mr. Maitland, 
that they knew nothing of the particular 
charge under investigation, and of course 
he dispensed with their further attend- 
ance. The production of these wit- 
nesses was a mere trick, to dazzle and 
impose upon the public at least, if not the 
magistrate, by the respectability of their 
names and characters. Major Thompson 
was examined upon the trial, and there 
proved what he had before asserted, that 
he knew nothing of the matter. Mr. Oli- 
ver was upon the two special juries that 
tried and convicted Batley and Reddy 
Row, and was immediately after deprived 
of his situations at Madras. 
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Appendix. — M r. Maitland lia§ since avowed hitnself 
to be a prosecutor in the same inatler in which he 
then acted as a magistrate^ and to be interested in 
tVie €\ent.”^ 

O B s. — AVc declare most solemnly to your 
Honourable Court, that, when the prosecu- 
tion commenced, and for some time after, 
we had not the most remote intention of 
interfering in it ; nor should we ever have 
done it, had it not been for the most ex- 
traord inary and unnatural combination 
that was Ibrmed, to screen from justice, 
men who were the notorious authors ot 
numerous frauds and forgeries. Mr. Mait- 
land was no further interested in the event 
of the trial than any other creditor. His 
interest might, in fact, have amounted to 
about one fortieth per cent, of the amount 
of the claims in which he has any concern. 
And, as to his being a prosecutor in the 
same matter in which he then acted as 
magistrate ; admitting, for the sake of 
argument, the fact ; no exception to his 
commitment was taken either by the 
judge, the grand jury, or the defendants. 
After committing the parties, he had no 
further concern with the trial. His col- 
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league, Mr. Taswell,’ ei^afnined and .com*- 
milted soirie men for the forgery of a boftd 
fof fifty thousand pagodas, of Avhich he 
was himself the actual proprietor, and the 
law-officers were employed to conduct the 
prosecution. Not only no blame was im- 
puted to him for this act, but he has been 
commended for his exertions to bring the 
delinquents to justice. What was laud- 
able in Mr. Taswell, could not have been 
culpable in Mr. IMaitland. The dificrence 
of tlicir respective merits consisted only in 
this, that the one exerted himself to con- 
demn his own property ; the other, in the 
indispensable discharge of his duty, con- 
tributed to the condemnation of that, in 
which, and the nominal owner’ of which, 
the law'-oflicers and their associates had 
so deep an jute rest. . 


Appfndix, — Tlie complaint of tlie commissionOi^ 
dgaiiist Arnacliclla Row and Reemah Row for per- 
jury, having been lieard by Mr. Taswell, another 
magistrate^ he committed them for 


Ous. — -He did so, and the bill of indict- 
ment was throw’n out by the grand jury. 



It wa$ preferred again at the following ses- 
sions, and aftfer the conviction of Mr. Bat- 
ley, which seemed to extinguish all their 
hopes, the law-officers withdrew it. A 
third attempt was, nevertheless, made at 
the Quarter Sessions of last July, and with 
the same success. 


In the first list of Nabobs’ debts made 
up 111 180G, (tlie late Nabob died in 1801) the 
amount of claims standing in the names of Messrs. 
Abbott and Maitland^ as principals and agents^ 
Mas c£f>8^H47. The amount standing in the name 
of Vaupiali mus In the last account, 

llie claims of these two persons^ of Messrs. Roe- 
buck and Pnrryj and of Paupiah, as principals and 
agents (including a claim of Mr. Abbott’s on be- 
half of a Begum for lucks of pagodas) amount- 
ed to 07 lacks of pagodas, or .:^’S,G80,000, being 
full iM’o thirds of the whole amount at first esti- 
mated to be due to a most numerous list of sub- 
scribers.' 

Obs.— W e shall not remark' upon this 
conipcnilious mode of stating the amount of 
our claims, nor upon the jumble that is 
of our own claims, those of our con- 
stituents, and of those of the Begum and 
i^upiah, further than that we have no- 



thing to do with Paupiah’s claims. What- 
ever claims are in our own names, will be 
supported by the Durbar Records. We 
cannot be* responsible for those assigned 
over to Mr, Roebuck, nor for those of our 
constituents. Mr. Abbott was many years 
secretary to the Nabob Ouidut U1 Om- 
rah, and thus became known to all the 
branches of that family ; and, on that ac- 
count, he was solicited to undertake the 
agency of the Begum’s claims. He exa- 
mined the vouchers in support of them. He 
believed them to be good and solid ; and 
he accepted the office. If tlic claims shall 
ultimately appear to the commissioners in 
England to be well-founded, they will be 
admitted notwithstanding the*ir magni- 
tude. If otherwise, he will, at least, have 
the consolation of reflecting that he has 
discharged his duty to his constituents 
faithfully and diligently, and that he has 
not resorted to any undue means to get 
the claims passed. 


Appendix. — ** It was* alleged also that Mr. AD5tru- 
ther, the advocate-general, who had been dirteted 
to conduct the defence of {{cdd> Row^ was hifri* 



self couched }n the psopei^ the bond which 
' that person ^vas charged,^ itb having forged. I^r. 

Aubtruthcr has^ in our opinion, completely cleared 
hib owit honour in that matter.” 

OiJij . — As the fact is not here deatied, and 
it ii> not stated in what manner Mr. Anstru- 
thcr has cleared his own honour to the satis- 
faction of the honourable gentlemen Avho 
have subscribed the minute, we can only 
affirm generally, that Mr. Anstruther, Mr. 
Onne, the honourable company’s solicitor, 
the late Mr. Walter Grant, Messrs. Binny 
and Dennison, Mr. Aibutlmot, Dr. Berry, 
the late Mr. Haly burton, and a native of 
the name of Yagamberam, Avere con- 
cerned together in a speculation in Na- 
bobs’ bonds, amounting in principal and 
ititcrest, to about twenly-fuc lacks of pa- 
godaSi or one million sterling, purchased 
jiartly from lleddy Row, and partly on 
j-ius recommendation. No claims have ap- 

A 

|>earcd in the names of Mr. Anstruther 
and Mr. Orme, but the executors of Mr. 
Grant (Mr. Arbuthnot and Mr. Orme) 
claimed for tae' e&ta^ upwards of eight 
lacks of pagodas. Another portion of this 
concern Avas claimed by Messrs. Binny 
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and Deatoisonj, another by Reddy Rpw, in 
tvhifch was included the bond in question, 
as given in c\idcnce before the commis- 
sioners by Mr. Bmny ; part by Dr. lierry, 
and a ’icfdnsidcrable part by the late Mr. 
Ualyburton. AVe do not know whethei 
the ])artners liad an equal share in the 
•\\hole concern ; nor Avhetber each had 
some concern in every bond ; but it is no- 
torious to the whole settlement that they 
weie generally concerned ; and particu- 
laily that Mr. Anstruther, Mr. Orme, and 
tlie late Mr. Grant, had sunk a consider- 
able sum of money in this hazardous spe- 
culation, Ibi wc do not believe there will 
be found one good bond in the whole con- 
cern. We suiimit to the candour* and 
judgment of >our Honourable Court, w'he- 
ther it was prudent in the commissioners 
and the government to art upon these oc- 
casions, upon the advice of the law-officere, 
circumstanced as they were. 


Appendix.!— “ Mr Elpbinstoiie has dtnledj in 
the&e pioceedinst^^tkeic any coimsctioo be- 
tween the four European creditors and Panpmh. 
But we conceive that the very nature and order ot 
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tbfi events ebove describe4> irresistiklj establ^ 
sucfa a conneotion; and iiesides^ it is avowed 
McSsrSf Parr}’, Abbott^ and Maitland, that they 
paid the cxpence olF the suit brought in the Su- 
preme Court, ill the name orpaupiah agahi^ 
Reddy Row ; as it is also known that Mr, Pany 
was Patipiah’s bail in the action brought against 
him and another for perjury/' 


Obs. — W e again most distinctly deny for 
ourselves and for Mr. Roebuck, a^ associa- 
tion, connection, and concern, whatsoever, 
with Paupiah in this, or any other matter; 
and to prove to your Honourable Court 
what very incorrect information has been 
communicated to the honourable gentle- 
men who entered the minute^ Paupiah 
never was indicted for perjury. Such an 
intention was announced b}^ the commis- 
sioper$ to .the justices of the peace on the 
26th pf /uly 1808, but never canied into 
effect. Mr. Roebuck and Messrs. ARbott 
and MaiUand, never at any time had any 
concern with Paupiah whatsoever. Mr. 
Parry bad formerjy iarge mercantile and 
pecuniary transactions with him. When 
Paupiah was prosecuted at the instance of 
government for a conspiracy and forgery 
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(not perjury) he falsely apprehended that 
no native of sufficient substance would 
dare. to be his bail, and in this distress 
applied to Mr. Parry, who complied with 
his request. Happy had it been for this 
settlement, if all associations had been 
equally innocent ! ! ! But so far was Mr. 
Parry from having any concern with Pau- 
piah in this trial, he was absent from Ma- 
dras during the whole of the time, and for 
some time subsequent to it, and of course 
WHS not at Madras when the bills of in- 
dictment against Batley for perjury, and 
against Batley and Reddy Row for con- 
spiracy and forgery, were presented to 
and found by the grand jury. Mr. Parry 
had left Madras principally on account of 
the impaired state of his health ; and he 
solemnly declares that, during his abseVice, 
he had hot any communication whatbver 
with Paupiah, or any other person at Ma- 
dras, respecting the trial of Reddy Row 
and Anunda tlow. We take this oppor- 
tunity of acquainting your Honourable 
Court, that the atjove-m'entioned ihclict- 
inent against Paupiah never was brought 
to trial. It lay over by consent in the first 
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larly tO(&k their seats with them/ as if they 
had beeh thj^r professional attomies. For 
the truth of this fact, we appeal to the 
whole settlement ; and we submit to your 
Honourable Court, whether such conduct 
savoured more of the dignity and impar- 
tiality of judges, or of the petty interests 
and passions of partisans. We never had 
any communication with them, except to 
apply at two different times for copies of 
informations taken before them, to which 
we were entitled by the letter and spirit of 
the deed of covenant ; the first of which 
applications they readily complied with, 
and the second they refused at the iji- 
stance of the law-officers. And with re- 
spect to the opposition to government; 
we chhnot comprehend in what view of 
the Interests of the Honourable Company, 
or of the well-being of society ; by what 
posHibre construction of the powers and 
prerogatives of the government ; or in what 
distorted sense of the intent and design- of 
the KlngVCoiirt o^ 'Judicature, the prose- 
cution of ‘public wrongs in that cou^ can 
be considered as an act of opposition to 
government. On the contrary, we think 



ourselves justified in affirming, that Sir 
George Barlow, by his unconstitutional- 
interference, himself raised an opposition 
to the pure administration of justice. 


Appendix. — ‘'These persons went at length so far 
is to apply to the governor-general in council for 
the removal of the commissioners^ and also to 
tiireaten those commissioners with a ciiminal pro- 
secution; which violent course^ on the oiher hand^ 
induced a very respectable body, comprehending 
the principal commercial characters of Madras to 
bear in a voluntary addresa to the commissioners, 
the most honourable testimony to the uprightness 
of their conduct, with which also the Madras 
government expressed the highest satisfaction/’ 

Obs. — W ith submission to your Honour- 
able Court; In all matters regarding the 
deed of covenant, and the commissioners 
appointed under it, although it is provided 
that these shall be nominated by the go- 
vernor-general in council, yet we do not 
q;>nsidef ourselves in relation to govern- 
ment, merely as subjects to their rulers, 
but as parties to that deed which was in- 
tended to secure to us certain rights, iind 
as we thought that the commissioners were 
not acting impartially, and that we should 
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ill com^uencft be deprived of^tUe ben^i 
of the '%eed, we condeive tirat we teid' a 
right to protest against them, and that it ' 
was the regular and legal mode of pro- 
ceeding. With regard to the threat of a 
criminal prosecution in the Supreme 
Court, we acted upon the advice of our 
counsel, who was afterwards of opinion 
that we should move the court for a jvrit 
ofmandamus, to compel the commissioners 
to furnish us with cqpies of such papers as 
we iJiould require ; which was accordingly 
done. Tlic motion was fully argued upon 
the 4tb of April l&Oi), but we were .^lever 
able to obtain the judgment of >the court 
up^l^ it. As to the voluntary address to 
the commissioners, your Honouralile f^Jourt 
w^ he better able to i^preciate^it, when 
you;dha|l be » informed :^at the associates' 
in the speclilation with thj? laiv-offieeffs, 
we]^,<^je mover§ of it ; ahd that one hou^.^ 
alone tSat » sp,bscrfbed it, chuiped ^ore 
than one orore o#^'p||goda«,^-or AnQOO^j^f 
stejrling* np6n h^od#, ttli«i.grcatej|fpart gf 
wbit^af not the whole, liavo*!ilread^^en 
thrown out aj^'ibrgeries. U pon reference , 
to the legisters of claims pqbUshed 1^ 
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IMudras caintnissioncrs, your Honourable 
Court vKifl Jbe abl6 to satisfy yourseUfies of. 
the fact, 

Appkndi\. That govcninient, at last, in order to 
•prevent the obstruction of the bu‘>iness intrusted to 
tlie cotiMnissioiicrs, aiifl to check the spirit 0# fuc- 
tioiij which had become \ii^ gi neral and out- 
rageous in the settlement ; found it necessary to 
inteipose^ by removing Mi. Maitland fiom the 
tnagistracy, which liis partiality in otllre justly 
deserved; by requiring Mr Parrv, who remained 
in India on sufleraljcc, to leturnto Eino[Mi ; and by 
appointing Ml. Koebuek, w^|ii) lield i onsidi lable 
offices at the prcsideuc}, to the chicge of the 
settlement in Vizagapatam, said to bo one of the 
most salubrious on the coa«.t ; wheie bis subse- 
quent deaths at the age of sixty, has been repfi0-< 
tented t>y some persons as niuidei 

Obs. — As we are ignorant .what instanfcds 
of a ** general and fijUtragoOus spirit of fac- 
tion,^ in the settlement have bt en 'commu- 
nicated to the honottrablc members « h6 en- 
tered tbis-minwte, we can malse no otlicr 
reply^lp this charge, tluiO -tllat We pbserved 
none at Ihe time, and hitve nevef heard one 
cited’sijjce. And it is highly improbable 
tbaf*^ a society of men, all of whom are de- 

^pendent upon tlie Kast India Company, 

c 
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and very few interested in the eventsi ice 
questiijMiy would set up a factious opposi- 
tion to your government of Madras, fpr 
the furtherance of our designs. And we 
must lake the liberty of remarking upon 
the entire discrepancy between this alle- 
gation, and the fact cited in the foregoing 
extract, namely, ** The vpluntary address 
from a very respectable body, compre- 
hending the principal commercial charac- 
ters of Madras, to the commissioners.” It 
may be presumption in us to comment 
upon the severe and unjust punishment 
inflicted by Sir George Barlow upon Mr. 
Roebuck; and upon the construction, put 
upon it by the honourable authors of the 
minute : we trust, nevertheless, we shall be 
forgiven ; for we were connected with Mr. 
Hoebuck by many dear, and honourable 
ties. He s'dfFered with us, and in fact^ for 
us : for wc declare most solemnly to your 
Honourable Court, that he had no parti- 
cipation whatsoever with us in the protest 
against the comjnissiqners : nor in the 
.fl^^aets, uhct'^ier cufpable or otherwise, 
^’hicn the commissioners made the foun- 
dation of their complaint against u$^ go- 
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vernilient, ' on the 6th of February 1809, 
and in which they forcibly introduced his 
name,' for the obvious purpose of justify- 
ing (if it can be so called) the vengeance 
which Sir George Barlow had long before 
determined to wreak upon him and us, for 
having dared to resort to the Jaws of our 
country, in opposition to his will. Nothing 
more is necessary to verify this imputation 
against the commissioners than their own 
letter of the 3d of February, a copy of 
w’hich we have the honour to annex, in 
which, sO far from consideiing our appli- 
cation for copies of papers, a fit subject of 
complaint, they readily complied with it. 

’ I S 

In these letters your Honourable Court 
will likewise see the more than suspicious 
discordance of opinions expressed by these 
gentlefiien regarding the verdict of the 
special jur}^ at two ‘distinct, but not re- 
mote, periods ; upon which 'We have only 
further to observe, that, whatevea? change 
tlicf* r^fution of the*' chi^ justice might 
have produced in thi^ir sec^ments, it could 
not, by any rules of reason or justice, 
affected the merits of our previous con- 
duct, lind could not, of coia-se, have jus- 
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tified the c^m|)laint above $Jluded to. 
Bu| ^0 return to**the painful'* sdbject^ 
from whi^ have ^ long digressed ; we 
trust we shaHI^ be forgiven for rehnarkii?]^ 
that the manner in which Mr. Roebuck’s 
removal is described, namely, tkai was 
appoij^ed to take charge s^Hement in 

Vizagapatanii would lead straWers to ima- 
gine, that he had been plaqeat^in the re- 
spectable post of Chief of Vizagapatanii 
with a salary' and emoluments propor- 
tionate lo its importance ; so that althoogli 
politico expediency had occasioned his re- 


moval from the presidency, yet he had 

Of k / 

pcither suftered degradation 'iit respect of 
ii^jsituation nor diminutiot!l‘'1jf his pecu- 
niary advantages ; ^h^reas, in Ikqt, he was 
Venioved from twi? idl^Hajit Offices, 

the mint, and that of 'military payina^lter 
general, f/ona which he *drew a "salary of 
ipop^^agodas pfcr moiitb, to that of cOnf- 


mercial resident, a saljiry 13b 

pagodas pef*moi^’, triflihg\dom- 

mission '^on a'^iictua^iTg’ahd ^ecarious 
iBut\lthough it i&. *ot ex- 
pressly avowed, tt is xery xvcll known that 
thisrenioval waj. intended as apunisHfuent; 
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and aU settlement remarked it as^i^ 
most vindictive one ; in which Sir Qeorge 
BarlcHv violated th^^^law, the maxims of 
natural equity, and Ihe express and re- 
peated orders of your Honourable Court, 
that no civil servatit be deprived of hib office^ 
or otherwhe punished, vrdlhout bciii^. first 
furnished with a copy of the chargee pr^erred 
against hin^ ‘and being allowed a reasonable 
time to make his d( fence* V our llonou i able 
Court know, that Mr. Boebuck received a 
peremptory* order immediately to deliver 
over charge vof his two offices at Madras, 
and to propeed to Vj/agapatam ; likewise 
that he uiiavaihngly solicited, lu thq most 
respectful m^qner, to be made acquainte<l 
with the cause of his heavy punishment. 
It i§ said thattlic was sixty years of age— ^ 
This is a mistak^j;^, be was not more than 
fiftjf-six. It is oliit fof the sake of cavihin^, 
that we point oujU this .jnistake, but be- 
cause his |^c i^ ev^pntly thrown out to 
insinUatji^ m^t,he. died in Ihe common 
course of na^tuxe/ BuJ: it <^nnot be 

said t^t sixty years (alla^wing 
been Ws age) is the natural pe^jcSa*l3^£u* 
•’man ||fe : and the whole settlement will 
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acknqwledge, that £ew men, even among 
his juniors, equalled Mr. Boe^jick' in bo- 
dilj^. mental activity. There nfoer was 
a doubt in this countty^ that his unmerited 
harsh. treatment was the cause of his death. 

I*' i’ 

Appendix. — T he trial lasted i^Mt a ttioDth,five days 
of which' were lost by the intoxication of some 
members of the petty jury^ which was in general 
composed of the lowest order of <Et(roj^eans>** 

‘ c ^ 

Obs. — are obliged to point out here 
another instance of the very incorrect in- 
formation communicated to theHonourable 
Authors of the minute. The trial lasted 
only sixteen days, and there was an inter- 
of two days on account of the in- 
diSjposition of onejpf^^e ju^rs. fie was 
t^ken ill ip court*' ^,4 Doctor Davies, who 
was presept, visited hini,<by desire of ^the 
chief justice,^ and declared him to be in a 
high fefer. The jury consisted of the most 
respectable tradesmenyn Madras, aq^ of 
th^ assistants and‘'^erks iQ the fir^4>ffic€5 

I'he same jury, at the 
wll4 highly complimented 
by Si^ef justice for their sagacity and 
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penetration, to which he attributed the 
salvation' of the life of an innocent man, 
who was tried for murder, and the convic- 
tion of the two persons wl\o had actually 
committed the murder, arid had’ falsely 
accused the other man of it. We appeal 
to the chief justice for the truth of this 
fact. • , ' 


Apten dix. — ^^The chief justice having adjourned one 
day to arrange his notes of the evidence, was after- 
Ml aids, by indisposition, prevented from attending 
several da}s more; which was made the' ground of 
an apjj^Iication to the grand jury, then sitting, for a 
chaige of impeachment against tliat eminent Ma- 
gistrate.” 

Obs. — ^There is one insuperable objection 
to this statement, namely, it stands upon 
testimony that is ipsofheto tainted and un- 
worthy of credit, inasmuch as it could not 
have been communicated without the vio- 
lation of an oath. ^-With* regard, bowfever, 
to the pretended gfound of application to 
the grand jury, Mrd beg^ 'leave to observe, 
that if there is any reas^’in tht^ ^rint%ile 
of our law which presennes, ' ** 
paration of the jury shall taJee plac^imtii ihei/ 
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tkali have returned "their verdict ; . and that 
this priiicijfte is never to he departed from 
except in cases of absolute physical necessity” 
the adjourpment for pine da 3 's here alluded 
to, corSbincd with all the other e^;^ordi- 
nary circumstances attending tl« trial, 
must have excited very serious alarm in 
the minds of the Bjilish pijrt pf settle- 
ment. As to the cause assigned for the 
lengthened adjournment, dare ribt dis- 
jiute the truth 5f it, fior cafTSv^take upon 
‘ ourselves to say what precise degree of 
bodily indisposition is sufficient to incapa- 
citate the chief jt^sticc for tlic'dischafgfe of 
ffiis public duties, and nevertheless cleaves 
him capable of the enjoyment of social 
pleasure, and of attention to private bu- 
siness ; but Mfe^ls^i^tate facts. On the 
second day of the Kdjournment (the 30th 
of ^Jbvefpbor). the cM^ justice was pre- 
sent, together with Sir George Barlow,* at 
a b^ll and supper given by^ the commander- 
in-chief, General Macdowall. And the 
seventh, which ati uoCommohljf rainy 
teiB^^tuoug ^^ 3 % he * went frotn ' his 
j^iise. at the distance of three 
mil^/'t'd his chambera isi the .fort, and 
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there transacted hii ordinary busiti^ss» aod 
had a conference with the officiers. 


Appendix, — The dhief^ justice summed up in a 
sufteech of eight hours, drawing a resulf in favour of 
defendants, and parpculail> dwelling on the 
documents produced by tlio witnesses on both 
sidas, front the Durlmr ^office i s, as unanswerable 
and concluMve.^^ 




, Qb-s-^W^ have seen with some surprise, 
this fad of the extraordinary length of the 
sumtning up very eniphutieully noticed in 
another publication. We say with some 
si^^rprise , . because we appreheisd a very 
diffarent conclusion iiiiglit reasonably be 
drawn from it, tliau what is there intendod. 
lo the latter part- of the above seittoncc, 
we imagine, there been an en:or 

of the press, for, “ if tht documents pro~ 
duced by the wifh$$ses jon^oth side», from the 
Durbar ef ices, were uivaaisTs^cruble and* con- 
clusive f we are at a loss to diving how ijie 
chief {justice could l^ve drawn from them 
a result favourable ;to 4^t;hcr side. 


Appendix. — la the first trial, (li^|^SfeOKl|{i^t(ors tad 
insuted tliat Anuoda Roit (pitocip^witpeaa for 
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Reddy Row), who w as stated by himself, by Mr» 
Batley, and others, to have been a writer in the 
nabob’s Durbar in the year 1799, was, indeed^ at 
that very times a clerk in the Cutcherr}’ df Manar- 
goodv, near Cudd^orc. It was proved, on the de- 
fence, that Anunda Row at Manargoody was, a 
different person. To investigate thoroughly, in 
view to the new trial, this fact on which the charge 
of perjury rested, a gentleman well versed in th6 
native languages was sent by government to the 
spot. He ascertained, from the unanimous testi- 
mony of a considerable number of inliabitauts, 
that tlie Anunda Row who had given evidence at 
the trial, and who was shewn to them, was not the 
person v^ho had resided at Manargoody.” 

Obs. — Wc are obliged to point out here 
another most unacqouii table mistake. An- 
unda Row was not a witness for Reddy 
Row in the 6rst trial. He was an accom- 
plice; arraigned, tried, and convicted with 
him of the conjfpiracy and forgery. We 
have only furthver to i;emark upon this 
paragraph ;*'that it was proved in the first 
trial that Anunda Row had been employ- 
ed between four and five years in the 
Cutcherry of Chcllunibruip, and "only five 
or sU n^o^tbs in tbat.of Manargoody 
that n<^<(Ri^j|andiAg, Mr. Sanders, who 
was noimnated upon this unconstitutional 
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mission, was directed to go to the latter 
place instead of the former : and that the 
defendant himself, then under his recog- 
nii^anee, and another man, an agent of 
Reddy Row’s, preceded him to Manar- 
gopdy ; for what'purpose it is not difficult 
to conjecture : and it will be as little diffi- 
cult for your Honourable Court to calcu- 
late the effect that such a mission from the 
government itself must have had upon the 
inhabitants of an inconsiderable village 
under their own dominion. 

On the motion for a new tn^l^ the 
counsel for the prosecution insi^ted^ that it was a 
violation of the rights of juries to question the ver- 
dict on the ground of any opinion given by the 
judge as to the weight of evidence ; which doctrine 
being contrai) to the current of authoritieg for the 
last half century^ was resented by the chief justice 
as an attempt to influence Itbe by-stander^^ among 
whom were many of the special jury, already struck 
for the approaching trials." ^ 

Obs.— S ir Henry Russell, the learned 
chiefj,tidCice of Bengal, in passing judgment 
upKfti the defendant, in a 'trial that ocettrred 
a short time before the periofi hi ^^^^tion, 
said as foHbws ; viz. “ Whether 'I should 
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have found tjie same verdict, I “jivill not 
pretend to say ; but it would be presump- 
tion in me to say the jury, ^ve done 
wrong. In matters of law, it is oijf^,dut^ 
to jnform and direct the jury, but. as to 
facts, and the conclusions to be^^^drawn 
from them, they are as competent ds any 
of us to judge, and it is th^ peculiar pro- 
vince to decide. When, therefore, twelve 
honest, sensible men, differ from md* in 
opinion, in such a case as this, I think it 
most probable that they are right,, and that 
I am wrong.** 

'['hese are the sentiments of a constitu- 
tional British lawyer; and they are, we 
apprehend, in strict conformity to the spi- 
pt and praalice of British laws, ever since 
tire establishmenlyof, the trial by jury. 

In a charge l^lte^ delivered to the grand 
jury by tljat learned judge. Sir James 
Mackintosh, the late recorder of Bombay, 
he described the verdict of ja. jury as the 
** highest proof hnown to the law of 
adding these memorable words ; v^usf 
be etllomj^ f^jMnfesSf that the first '^Ivngs 
^youths tw^ed and sanctioned btf the ex- 
perience of mature lifct lead me peculiarly to 
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cherish that most dear and venerable mode of 
odministefing justice by grand and petty 
juries** Whether the expression of this 
sentiment was excited by any observations 
which’this truly learned and virtuous judge 
had inlide upon the late proecedings iti 
this* unhappy slettleinent, we know not; 
but it is sd endriently opposed to the con- 
tempt which has been opcnl}', and even 
exult'ingly, avowed tor the verdicts of the 
most respectable grand and petty juries of 
this plad^, that w’e could not forbear no- 
ticing it. 

In reply to the latter part of the above 
paragraph, we cannot pn tend to dispute 
the correctness of it ; we can only say, that 
wc Wci'se in 'court, listened attentively to all 
the proceedings, and hoard no such speech 
from the chief justice. But with regard to 
the effect, wc do not a])j)rehcnd, that the 
discussion of an abstract question of the 
rights of juries cqnld influence the judg. 
inent,-9^the bN'-standers with respect to the 
guilt^ckinnocehCe of the j)ersons^wbo were 
tber^^er to be tried ;* althqii^h'l^ might, 
and indeed it were desirable, that it should 
have enliorhte'fied them in the exercise of 
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the important fhnction to which they wct € 
afterwards called. 


Appendix. — A clamour for the rightg of juries 

raised^ and eveiy effort used to inspire a distrust of 
the chief justice, who, having '<|elaye(]| a decision on 

this motion, as the other trifSSi nearly connected 

'if' 

with it weic coming on, a second presentment 
against him, tending to impeachment^ was 'laid 
befoie the grand jury.” 


Oiis.. — Wc are compelled to notice ano- 
ther misrepresentation. Tlic chief Justice did 
not delay a decision on this motion on account 
of the other approaching trials, but declared 
that he would have the motion argued 
again ill term. With regard to ithe second 
application to the gr^nd jury, it must stand 
upon the same kind of testimony ivith the 
former asserflon, and is entitled to the same 
degree of credit. 


Appendix. — '^The chief justice, on ihc trial pf Mr# 
BaUey^ toM the special jury, they could ncrapd^he 
defendant guilty, unless they could make up their 
minds to the pi oposition, that t^e whole iohabit^* 
autS4>f Manargoody, and the whole witnesses fr^m 
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the Duibar^ were perjured; arid unless the whole 
body of documents which were not impeached in 
evidence should, by mere presumption, be set aside 
as foi^eries.” 

Obs. — Here is a material error in the re- 
port of the chief justice’s summing up. He 
could not have quoted, “ the whole inhabi- 
tants of Manal^goody, and the M’hole wit- 
nesses from the Durbar,” because there were 
many from both these places on the part 
of the prosecution. The government mis- 
sion to Manargoody certainly had succeed- 
ed so far as to throw preponderance of 
numbers on the side of the defendant, but 
the verdict of the special jTiry decided that 
the superior claim to credit was still on 
the side of the prosecution. But the best 
reply to this, is, to refer your Honourable 
Court to our reply to the first extract from 
the appendix. 


Appenbix. — The special jury found, however, Mr, 
Batley guilty of pegury, and rccoininendeil him to 
^li^cy, which seems not a ver) consistent proceed* 
ii^. It is also said, that the juryAvere riot^ in fact, 
unanimous in their verdict." 
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Qbs.i — \ ritlr,subraiss)QQ lo the .Honour- 
able Authors of Jh’e minute, we do DQtseeany 
inconsistency in this proceeding. We con- 
ceive, on the contrary, that a r^commeftda- 
tipa to n>crcy can only consist with a vef- 
dict of guilty j for witiiout the one, there 
would be, no oq,cas,ion for. the other. We 
draw a very dill’crent conclifiliioii from this 
fact; which is, that, so far from the jury 
having been any way biassed against the 
defendant (as it has been imputed to them), 
their recommeudation of him to mercy 
proved, that they would have acquitted 
him, if they could ^lave reconciled it to 
their conscienccss. With regard to their 
opinions of their verdict, it must be pre- 
sumed, that they were not at first unani- 
mous, because they were tw'o hours in 
determiniog upon it ; ‘but if they were not 
una^duion^ tvlien they delivered their ver-. 
diet, some 6f them must bave.^forsworn 
themselves; a fact whicH^^^e highly respect- 
able character of the jury wjU notj|^dmit 
the supposition of ; and whiefifat any ^e, , 
the parties 'would not have been**^|^k, 
enough to confess. 
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As aeihotite has 'been iak^>oF the thiid 
trial, 'Hfcewise before a spipcial jury, lit 
which Mr. Batley aod Reddy Row were 
coQrvIbted, ei4eh of 'thetn for the seG6nd\ 
timte, and in which no recommendatioit 
to roeic'cy was made by the jury, we must’ 
presume that your Honourable Court have 
unanimously approved of its proceedings^ 
and of the verdict. It will not here be 
amiss to communicate to your Honourable ^ 
Court the subsequent history of the three 
men whds^were recommended as fit objeet* 
ofhis Majesty's most gracious pardon, an4 ‘ 
who, in consequence, obtained it. •• ' 

Some months previous to the receipt of ? 
the pardon, the commissioners detected - 
numerous ithuds and ^rgerieg', in whreh 
Reddy Row was principally concerned* 
and similar to those of which he then stood' 
convicted upon two separate indictments. 
In consequence of which dfecoyeryV Ire 
(Rieddy Rowy^pulflhi end to his existence 


.ii^w 


m. 

Al^ui^a i'ISbw has since been found 
aclieat and consp3ra)«^in<a matter ' 
unconnected with nabobs' bonds ; has twioo 

> n 
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stood pillory^ ami is uoder sen* 

lence of imprisonmeat for ^o years.' , , , , 

, Mr. Bailey has been again indicted, and 
tried at the last quarter sessi^s, for a cl^t 
and conspiracy, and has escaped. But in 
this prosecution we had no concern wjbat- 
ever. 

Having, we trust, satisfied your Honour* 
able Court of our innocence of all the 
charges laid to us, and of the guilt of the 
real delinquents, which the cpurse of 
events, subsequent to the trials, hhs contri* 
bated more completely to establish, we 
earnestly implore your serious considera- 
tion of all the circumstances above alluded 
to. We may now with more confidence 
affirm^ that we have rendered), important 
service to the Honourable East India 
Company, to the private creditors of the 
nab<^b, ^d to the community, at large, 
by exposing, and efift^ctually .idcfeating^ 
a| deep, extensive, and powerfully sup- 
jwrted conspiracy to defraud^he Cji^itora 
by means of a regularly orgam^d 

forgery and perjury. It is in yllpVpr 
the 'advocates of the cominispionera'to pr<v 



51 


tend, ihat without otil' inti^ffereri^ theSkfe 
forgeries'* wou'lki have been dist 

cQt^red. The facts will not bear them 
o,ut in this jw^^cnsion. The commissioner^ 
Were early forewarned, tliat the bofid 
claimed by lled<ly Kow was a forgery. 
The verdict of one jmy pronounced it 
such: the verdict of a second jury con- 
firmed that of the fust. A third jury con- 
victed the parties of similar frauds and 
forgeries. Notwithstanding these repealed 
proofs offhe guilt of the persons in ques*- 
tion, the commissioners persisted in their 
pretended belief of their innocence, and of 
tlie genuineness of the two bonds v Inch 
had been the subject matter trial : and 
they continued to repose entire confidence 
in Reddy Row. Hence may very fairly be 
presumed what would have betm this mnn^^ 
influence, if the trials had ha,d a diflpivnt 
issue. Some of 4;he gentlemen, .who hivd 
been prevailed upon to sign the address to 
the colkimisstiMners, ha\e since had the can- 

r 

acknowledge, that the conviction 
of persons has preserved the fund 

from the nu^rous forgeries in which 
Beddy Row and his associates .were in- 



terested/ ' Saving the approbation of oilt 
own consciences, and that of the '^vhoJe 
settlemeM (except of^hose tyho were inte- 
rested in the protection of these people), 
the only reward of all our successful exer- 
tfons in tbfe cause of public and private 
justice, has been slander, calumny, and 
Oppression, and all the ruinous conse- 
quences resulting from the hostility of 
government. 

We take the liberty, likewise, of calling 
the Honourable Court's attention to the 
effect of the late proceedings upon public 
morals. A dangerous example has been 
befd up to the natives of this country, who 
were before, notoriously addicted to the 
practice of ’^^forgery and perjoty. And, 
notwithstanding the virtue of the jurors 
preserved them again'it all the means em- 
ployed to iiiflucnce them, yet the natives 
hav^cen the verdicts of the most respect- 
able British juries despised ; guilt unpu- 
nished, although detected ; and innocence 
persecuted. A striking instance ofVtbe 
alarming increase of vice was exhibitin in 
the delinquent Anunda Row ; who, ^beiag 
left at ||||ge by the chief justice, until his 
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Majesty's pleasure should be kDO\ya uppj^ 

his case, employed himself, in the mean 

time, in a fresh chf^t and consj^racy, of 

which he was indicted and arraigned on 

the same day that his pardon was read in 

court. The motives of the la^y -officers in 

all these ^rpceedings have been ^mpletely 

exposed. We dare not dive into those of 

the; other high authorities ; but the facts 

we have stated cannot now be denied. 

« 

We.have the honour to be, &c. 

(Signed) ^ THOMAS PARRY. 

‘ William abbott. 

RD. MAITLAND. 

Madras, January 1612 . 
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COPIES^ OF LETTERS, 

REFERRED TO IN THE FOREGOINO LETT^, 


W. Parker, S.T. Goar, H. Russell, Esqrs. 

Commissioners for investigating the Debts of the Nabobs 
of the Carnatic. 


Gentlemen, ^ 

I AM directed by the sitting magistrate 
to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of this date, and 
to acquaint yO)tt in repl}, tliat, as he can Oeply act upon in- 
formation taken upon oath before himself, he must repeat 
his request to have the bond in question produced at the 
public office at 9 o clock to-morrow morning. I am also 
directed to remark that it would tend much to expedite and 
facilitate the enquiry, if you would at the same tin^e send 
down ail the depositions relative to the said bond. 

1 have the honour to be. 

Gentlemen, 

Your most obedient servant, 
(Signed) A. FLOWEiR, 

Clerk to the Justices. 

Madras, Qdth July, 1808. 
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Fort St. George, Sd Febriiafy^ lBOQ. 

S. T. G^oad, and Hy^ RussELL^^sqrs. 
ISbmtti&sIbneis for investigating the Debts of the late Na« 
' bobs of ihe'^aAiatic. 


Gentlemen, 

^ As it appears from iba^ examination of 

Mr. 'I^ulloh,f ^ the"^ Supreme Court of Judicature^ on 
Monday the 23 d of January, and, from the examination 
of Mr. Goad, upon the trial of Mr. John Batley, that 
l^ya Reddy Row has committed wilful and corrupt per- 
jury, in svi earing the bond, purporting to be the bond 
of Omdiit IJl Ooirah, in favour of Gopaul Row, for 
pagodas, was his properly ; and, as it is esta- 
blished by the result of two trials, that Atuinda Row has 
committed wilful and corrupt peijury, in swearing that he 
was in the service of the DUrbar at the time thht the 'afore- 
said^ bond bears date ; and, as it appears that Sunda Row 
and Hungah^Row have given evidence upon the trials, dif- 
fering- from their informations befoic you; we request 
that you w ill f^Jjlish us with' certihed copii^a of the infor- 
mations sworn to before you by the aforesaid Reddy Row, 
Anunda Row, Sunda Row, and Rimgah Row ; and that 
you will allow our solicitor, Mr. William Light, to take 
notai ial copies pf the same ; as it is our intention to pre- 
fer billl of indictment against the person or persons who 


* Mr. Tuliub deposed upon oath, that the house of Tulloh, Brodie, 
and Col of wliich he was a ^ai^ucr, liud sold to Mr. An^rutJier one 
seventh share of the bond in question, lleddy Xtow swore, before 
the cqkumissionePB, that '‘he ^nd was his own property., Mr. ftnny 
afterwards deposed upon oath, that the bond bad been, some time 
before; bought of {teddy accouul of his Orme, 

and some others. « . " 


^hall appear to have been thi^|pnboriier or q^borners of 
these p^juries^ ojc who has, or have otherwise conspired 
to aid and abet the 6heat attempted against the public dud 
private creditors of tjbe Nabobs of the^' Carnatic, by 
means of the aforesaid forged bond, in favour of Gopaul 
Row. 

We request “you will be pleased to favour us w itb an 
early aiisW'er tjo this application. * 

We are. 

Gentlemen, ^ 

Your most obedient Servants, 
(Signed) T. PARRY. 

W. ABBOTT, 

R. A. MAFFLAND. 


To Messrs. Parry, Abbott, and Maitland. 
Gjustlk‘i^en, 

W E have received your letter of the Sd 
Jnst- Our deference for the veidict pronounced yestenday 
by a special jury induces us to inform you, that if your 
solicitor will attend at our office with copyist, at 11 
o'clock to-monow, or any other day, lie shall be at liberty 
to transcribe the papers mentioned in your lettefi 
We are, 

. Gentlemen, 

»r 

Your obedient Serva|rts> 
(Signed) W. PARKER. 

S. T. GOAD. 

HY. RUSSELL. 

(Office of Commissioners for investi^ 
gating the Carnatic Debts, Fort 
dSf. George, Febiuar^, 1809. 

N-B* ^bk letter was suppressed by the Commissioners, 
when they sent the following one in \o government : — - 



<7% Chief Secretary to Goverojoaeoti ' 

Fort St. Geoige. 

Silt, 

We are concerned to state to you, for the 
information of tlie Hoiiouiable the Governor in Coohcil, 
thlat, on the ^diusfant, a verdict of guilty, accompanied by 
a recommeildation to mercy, was lyronounced in the su- 
preme court, again^ Mr. Bailey, on his trial for perjury, 
on life prosecution, as avdwed in court by their own ad- 
vocate, off Messrs. Roebuck, Parry, Abbott, and Mait- 
laiid ; ih' which he had, at our suggestion, been defended 

the lew officers of government. 

It having been some time ago announced that a special 
jury w^ould be summoned n|)on the occasion of Mr. Bat- 
ley's frial, we weie induced to hope that their verdict 
would satibfadlbrily establish Xh6 validity or invalidity of 
the grounds' on which the prosecution had been instituted. 
But with every degree of deference for the veidict'of a 
special jury, wC have no hesitation in avowing, that, in the 
present instatice, the evidence adduced on the trial of Mr. 
Batley has not in any degree had the effect of altering our 
opinion on the ^merits of the case ; or of impairing the 
strength of our conviction that both Mr. Batle} and Ueddy 
{tow nre entire!} innocent of the charges on which' they 
were indicted. 

We inight, })erhaps, under any circumstances, have 
deemed it proper to avow this opinion ; blit, in the pre- 
sent instance, it is peculiarly satisfactory to us to be able to 
corroborate our ow ii sentiments by those of the'etief justice 
himself. In addressing the jury on the recent the 
iieildency 6t the charjj|b of the chief justice wV strongly in 



favour of the acquittal of Mr. Batley ;‘atid, in publicly 
delivering the decision of the court this day, he announced 
his reaolufion to decline entering up jindginent agtdlisraie 
defendants on either of Jthe indict oieiits, and ,to submit the 
two verdicts, with his own reports and observations on 
tlie respective trials, to the wisdom and consideration of 
the King. 

Since tlie conclusion of Mr. Batley*s ^trial, a letter haa 
been addressed to us by Messrs. Parry, Abbott, and 
Maitland, of which we have the honoUr to inclose a copy, 
requesting us to fuiuish them with copies of certain papers, 
and containing an obscure and inddinite expr^ession of 
their intention to proceed to the institution of further pra« 
secutions, the objects of which aie not mentioned by Uiiemi 
noi can be easily conjectured by us f* and, in the course 
of proceedings in court this day, a menace was diistinctly 
and unreservedly uttered by the advocate for the pro‘?ccp- 
tion on the late trials, that if the commissiquers in 
should under the verdicts which have been recently pro- 
nounced, make to the commissioners in Knglaud a favourr 
able report of the authenticity of the bond claimed 
Reddy Row, he would himself render them the object o^ 
a criminal prosecution. 

The eficcts of the trials wliich have already taken place 
have been of a tendency to impede, in a most essential 
degr^, the discharge o/ ouf public functions; and, from 
the institution of the further prosecutions which have been 
threatened, oi from the adoption of any other meas^ies 
calculated to oppose our proceedings, we can contemplate 
no other result t|ian the cpinplele and effectual obstruc^ 
tion of 43ur official dutiep* ^ ^ ^ 

Und^r^tlji^ circumstances, w^feel ouirselves* redpeed^^t 
the ^ispeo9able necessity of di^tiagtly lairesefyedijf 
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sltdtiog the Honourable the Governor in Council, that 
unless measures are adopted by government to relieve us 
from the embarrassment to vihich we have been reduced 
by the persons who have avowed themselves the prosecu-^ 
tors on the late trials, it will be utterly impiacticable for 
us to proceed with any immediate effect, or with any pros* 
pcct of ultimate success in the discharge of the duties 
which have been confided to us. "We are prepared to 
make every exertion in our power, and to do every thing 
we can towards the pioniotic>ii of the public inteiests; 
but we feel that our exertions alone can be of no avail, 
alidthat, without the aid of government in this emergenc}, 
all Out endeavours to discharge the functions of our office 
must be rendered nugatory and aboi live. 

’ ^ We have the honour to be, &c. 

' (Signed) W. PARKER. 

S. T. GOAD. 

Office of Commhsioners, HY. RUSSELL. 

' 6th 'Beh. 1800. 


iSttract, Fort St. George, Public Conlultations, 9th 
February, 1809. 

oveim*/ in Council having maturely considered 
the f^cU represented in the piA?cediiig letters ; ( viz,^ letter 
frorjfi the eommissior/ers to the chief secretary, of the 6<A 
of February, mth its inclosure, the letter Jrom Mesi^rs. 
Pprry\ jdbhott, and Maitland, of the Sd) it appears an 
ol{ject of^prgent consideration, that early meaps should 
be taken to rernove the difficulties w*hich at present embar> 
rasiitbe enquiry of the commissiopers ^pp&inte4 for the^ 
investigalipii of -th^ Carnatic claims. I'be ^at^emor , in 
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Council is compelled at the same time to state that the 
grounds of the representauon are^ to all appearance^ close*^ 
ly connected \iith a very factious spirit^ which has been 
lately^ from causes not difficult to be traced^ evinced iti 
this settlement. 

With regard to the representation of the commissioners^ 
the Governor in Council considers the course to be ob* 
served by tliis government to be clear^ as it is evident that 
the enqiiir} with wliich they are entrusted cannot be 
brought to a satisfactory conclusion^ if it does not obtain 
the decided suppoit of public authority; and' the orders 
of the Honourable Court of Directors cannot leave any 
doubt of their intention on lliis point. 

''Ilie gentlemen particularly brought to the notice of the 
government by the commissioners are Mr. Roebuck^ Mr. 
i^airy, Mr. Abbolb and Mr. Maitland, In respect to 
Mr. Roebuck, the Governor in Council observes, with 
rourein, that a public oiricer, holding the situations he fills 
under this government, should be active in the intrigues of 
faction. When the question of the Carnatic claims was 
uuder consideration, at the remote period of the year 1788, 
it s^id^ recorded that Mr. Roebuck was particularly 
active and violent and, at that time, the conduct of this 
gentleman was marked with high public displeasure. It 
might have been expected that Mr. Roebuck would have 
been more circumspect in his subsequent conduct, but the 
nature of that gentleman*s concern in those discussions, 
which have embarrassed the course of the enquiry of the 
commissioners ; his eagerness on all occasions io promote 
every factious proceeding, are too notorious to be any 
longer bverlooked ; and it is essential that Mr. Roebuck 
should not be permitted to continue longer in this settle- 
ment. HSsotved, accordingly, thai Mr. Roebuck be di- 
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reeled tb proceed widi the least possibly ifelay^ to Vusaga* 
patmi^ and to take charge of that factory. 

Mr. Tbonpas Parry liariqg been, oii a former occasion^ 
reqfiired^ by the orders of the Court of Directors^ to pro- 
ceed to Europe ; and his residence in India having only 
been permitted so long as his conduct should be free from 
objection; it appears incumbent on the boards from the 
mture of Mr. Parry's late proceedings, to direct that the 
order of tlie Honourable Court of Directors be now en- 
forced. Resolved, accordingly, that Mr. Parry be re- 
quired to proceed to England by tlie first opportunity. 

The conduct of Mr. Maitland having been entirely in- 
compatible with his duty, as a magistrate of this place, 
it is resolved, tbi^t be be removed from that station* 


Prioted by Xoyce Gpidi Slioe-iaoe, Loudoa. 
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At a GaieraJ Court of the Unite J Compare of Merchants 
of h upland Tradtn^, to the Eai^t-JndieSy held on 
'i ifS(i..y, tlic 5Ui May 1812. 
of t'lC lust Court of the ist instant were 

reail. 

Tiv-C airman acquainted the Court, tliat it is met 
bv iif^j iiirmicnt, I’^rthc purpose of lukinj^ into fur- 
ther n ^idcration the papers which were laid by the 
Conn oi Directors before the General Court on the 1st 
instant. 

And the Court having considered the .^ame accor- 
diiigl}, 

It was on a motion, 

Itesolved Unaniviously^ That this Court has learnt 
with deep <*onccrn and surprize, that His Majesty’s 
Ministers have been induced to change the view they 
hist i ilertdineu of the propriety of confining to the 
Port l.oudon the mrurns of the trade to India, now 
to be no * niticd to alt Priudi subjects. That the inca- 
Siirc of 0 |j nng the Ouiports to vessels of all descrip- 
tions .roin India, ( oniprehcnding in that term the 
Kastcni Islands, apj ca ‘ to this Court to be fraught 
wiih conse(|ncn< e> rninon.^ to the Company', and all 
the lori!^ tram of interests connected with it ; by re- 
moving from the port ot London the greater part of 
the Indian trade, which it has hitherto enjoyed ; b}" 
renderin':!; nsi less u.any of the expensive estaidish- 
iiicius formed tl'cre lor the merchandize and shipping 
of tbett iradt'j and throwing out of bread many 
thousands of pcrM;n‘< who now derive constant employ- 
ment from it ; by deranging the practice and frustrating 
the end cf stuicd public sales, which are useful and 
important, both to the Country and ihe Company, 
who are necessarily restricted to this practice ; but, 
above all, by affording facilities for the smuggling of 
teas into the port, and harbours of England, Scotland, 
and Ireland, to an extent unlimited, and, as this Court 
apprehend, uneontroulablc. That the consequences 
of tins must be, the dustruction of the Cnmpan}’® 
China trade, their best sjurc6 of coimncrcial profit ; 
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the failure of their div’uicTuI ; the depreciation of their 
aibck ; and unlejs a fund is provided troin some other 
source ibr the payment of the dividend^ inabiiity 
tin their part to continue to perform the functions as^ 
$i|^jcd to tbem in the Government of Brttisii Indm* 
[I'hat if the constitution by which tl>e Indian Empire 
is now adnfmistcrod should thus he subverted^ the ex- 
cellent fij^stetn of civil and military service foroied 
•der tbe Company, and maintainable only vby such a 
J»ody^ will be broken down ; the tranquillity and hap^ 
jptiicss of the vast population which .tbaA empire con# 
iains, the lutere&u of this country in Asta> acid ita 
coiistitution at home, will be imminently endangered. . 

Tliat the profewed object for which the proposed 
changes arc to be made, and such immense s4cri6oea 
ba:%ar<le(], namely, the increase of the commerce of 
tbii>g<Iofa» cannot be in any great degree attained^ 
there being no practicability of extending materialljr 
^beiOae of our ntanufactures among the Indian people^ 
the topnage alrloltcd bv the Company, or afforded by 
IruiidO ships in the matutgement of individuals, .for 
sUc?h exports, not havoig been fully occupied. Neither 
does it practicable largely to augment tfie kn* 

portation profitable commodities from tlience ; of 
all vvhub the exaiapic of tbo American trade to tho 
lEast IS a pi oof, iiritisb Manufactures, which they 
xiould easily have procured, making no part of it^ nor 
tfieir returns jexliibiting any new articles of importance* 
That therefore the trade now enjoyed by the Company 
^and individueds will be the only certain trade to which 
*m^yf adventmers ^o Itave recounse. And this will he 
Tioaddiuouto tlic commerce of the Country, but only 
^ tr^qsfer Irom one set of hands to another ; so that^ 
^td establi^ivmonts will be subverted, without substitu.i' 
itmg any tiling equally good in their place*; and, > to 
all ^ppearanoe, with .great detriment to the nation, 
in the dcfalcattou of a large part of ^tbe 
Ai titles now collected on tea, to i:be amount of four 
up IJ inns, sterling per aqtiumq forrall wbioh defalcation, 
whether^ one, or two« or three 4sullions» now aaxea 
laid on the people 

Tlmt the cause of the Coaipany^dias baea deeply 
injured by prejudice, J|guoraacC» ensoueana asamnp^ 

» tions^ 
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ti6ns, and of late by extensive combination**, and bv 
unfair representation, canvas, and intimidation : in all 
which the merits and rights of the Compan}^, the po- 
litical interests of British India, and of this country a$ 
connected with them, have been left out of sight, and 
the single object of the extension of comnierce, an 
object too only of speculation, in opposition to patt 
experience, is the governing principal. 

This Court however contidentiy hope, that Parlia- 
ment will not decide the fate of the Company, on the. 
i*epresentations and demands of private interests, but 
onjuHtand comprehensive views of national policy; 
and the Court must aI?o believe that ITis Majesty's 
Ministers are too enlightened and equitable, finally to 
adopt any measure calculated to destroy th^^ comuiti*- 
cial profits of tlie Company, and thereby to disables 
them from performing their political functions. Tliial 
Court therefore entirely approving, both of the firm- 
oess which their Directors have Aewn in maititairtirtg 
the interests of the Company, and of the manner in 
which they have, in the papers now produced by them, 
defended those interests, doth recommend it to them 
to persevere in the negociation with His Majesty’s 
Ministers upon the same principles : assured of the 
determination of this Court to support them to tlie 
utmost, in maintaining the permanence of the Com- 
pany and the national interests which are itrvolved ia, 
their stability. 

itesolved unanimousiy. That the thanks of this Cottrt 
be given to Randle Jackson, Esq. for his very luminous 
and excellent speech this day ; for the great jseal, abili^ 
and industry ho has on various occasions, and particu- 
larly oft this, displayed for the honour and advantage 
of this Company. 

R^soived Unetnimoush/, That the warmest thanks df 
this General Cdurtbe offered to rhe Chairman, Deputy 
Chairman, and Court of Directors of this Company, 
for their very able conduct in the negociation with 
Govepment for the renewal of the Charter ; alike 
evincing the most luifainotls ideas of fbe b^t interosts of 
this Company^ and their nuist honorable condaot dn 
the management of so important a concern»^ 

The Court then ontbe question adjourned. 

No. LX. 
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No. LX. 

^ At a Secret Committee of Correspondence^ 

The 27th November 1812. 

The Chairman reported tothf' Committee, that he 
and the Deputy Chairman ha^l this morniiu; a confe- 
rence v\ith the President oJ tne Bu.'rd of Couinnsbion- 
ers, on the subjrct ot the Renewal of the Compaiiy’si 
Charter, at 'which nis LorJshi]> declared it ij be the 
intention of His Majesty’s Ministers, not to iioandoa 
the propoaition they hud made, for aliowin ; u di'f^ct 
trade betwetui India and the onrp)*ts of ‘he Unned 
Kingdom ; but that the proposition m.ght he modli'ud, 
by coufmihg the pons to winch ships snail bt allowed 
to impor' goods trtjrn ItiJfa, to a number ]< th.^n that 
to tvhieh tlie WotchGUoinj Act now extentis. Lord 
Buckiiij^liamshire^ however, was desirous, before re- 
suming the correspondence reUiiing to it, lb, it ?lie 
Committee of Conespoii iMiLCsljouId hold a 1 \ Dce 
with Lord Liverpool and himself upon tiic subject. 

The Chaiiman further stated, that, u icply to 
Lord Buckinoham hire, tiic Deputy t.Uauman and 
himself docliaed making any obbcrvMtioa at pr« ‘cnt, 
but stated their intention to coiumnmcAtJ die substance 
of his Lordsuip’s rcmmks to the Commiitee ot Corres- 
pondence, and also expressed their wish, thai the 
Committee mig'.’l have the honour of waiting uuon his 
Lordship, previously to the proposed conferetK i with 
J«ord Liverpool, to wnich Lord J^uckinghamsuire con* 
settled. 

The Committee, in consequence, resolved to as- 
semble at eleven o^clock on Tuesday next, for the 
purpose of deliberating upon the subject of the above 
communication, prcuously to waiting upon Lord 
Buckinghamshire, at the hour of two on that day. 


No. LXI. 

letter from rAr Chairman an4 Defutv CHAi»-t 
MAN io the Sight Honorable the £arl of Buck-* 
INQHAAdkHlRE. 


£asi^ 
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EasU India House ^ 2Sih November, IS 1 2. 

My Lord, 

^ We have the honor to acquaint your Lord- 

ship, that wc have <'o‘nfnonicarccl to a Secret Com- 
mit. ee ol Ceirc&ponde-n'e tlic substance of the con- 
vcisatioii winch mu had yestcr J ly the hoaour of hold- 
jn|T NMtli your Lorcisnu), Mi\ Wallace, and Mr, Sid- 
J'van, and m whiCh it Was noticed to us, that the opi-» 
moil of His Mah'sty’s Goveranit nt remains unaltered, 
regarding tnc exp^'ihency of not confining the import 
trade iioni tlv' Kast-Indies to the port of London. 

The Committee received this communication with 
the deepest conc"*rn and regret, its M<’ml>crs unani- 
mously concmiing with js m opinion, that should the 
proposed CAtensun of the trade, even to a small nuoi* 
her of the outports of the kingdom, be sanctioned by 
the Legislature, the measure will be highly prejudicial 
to the public revenue, injurious to the East-India Com- 
pany, and detrimental to the prosperity of the mer- 
chants, manufacturers, traders, and other numerous 
bodies interested m the oonimerce with India, as now 
carried oii through the channel of the river Thames* 
7’he Committee being still desirous of an opportunity 
of renewing tlioir representations to your Lordship 
upon this important question, before any communica- 
tion is made to tlio Court on the subject, have directed 
us to request tlie honor of a confeiencc with your 
Lordship for that purpose. Should it be perfectly 
convenient to your Lordship to receive the Deputation^ 
on Tuesday next, attvo o’clock, shall be aole to 
lay the result ot the conference before the Court on 
(he following day. 

We have the honour to be, my Lord, 

Your Lordships most obedient humble servants, 
(Signed) Hugh Inglis, 

Robert Thornton* 

The Right Hon. the Earl of Bnckingliamshire, 

&c. &c. &c. 


V 


No. LXir. 
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No. LXII. 

Letter from the Right Honorable the Earl or 
Buckinghamshire to the Chairman. 

Sir, India Board f 2^th November^ 1812. 

I bad tlie honor of receiving your letter of this 
•day, proposiing that the Secret Committee of Corres- 
pondence should wait upon me at this Board on Tues- 
day next. 

I shall be happy to have the honor of seeing them ; 
but as I am desirous that Lord Liverpool, and other 
Members of the Board, should be present at the inter- 
view, and as I find that twelve o’clock will be more con- 
venient to them than two, j^ou will, I hope, have no 
objection to make the appointment for the former 
bour^ 

I have the honor to be 

Your most obedient and faithful humble servant, 
(Signed) Buckinghamshire. 

Sir Hugh Iiiglis, Bart. 

&c. &c. &c. 


No. LXIII. 

^ At a Seci^et Court of Directors j held on 

Wedrfisday, the 2d December 1812. 

The Chairman acquainted the Court, that a meeting 
took place yesterday, at the Board, between sever^ 
of His Majesty’s Ministers and the Committee of Cor- 
respondence, upon the subject of tlie renewal of the Com- 
pany’s excliibivc privileges, when it was agreed, that no 
minutes should be then taken, in order to anbrd the most 
unreserved mode of carrying on the discussion ; at the 
conclusion of which it was understood, that His Ma- 
jesty’s Ministers .Would communicate, in writing, their 
sentiments Upon the whole of the subject. 


No.LXIV. 
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a Secret Court of Directors^ held on 
Tuesday, the 15th December 1812. 

Minutes of the 2d instant were read and approved. 

The Cliairman stated, that two conferences between 
His Majesty’s Ministers and the Coinmitice of Corres- 
pondence had taken place since the 2d instant, vwr. 
on the 5th and 12th instant, but that he had nothing 
further to communicate to the Court in consequence. 


No. LXV. 

At a Secret Court of Directors^ held on 
Wednesday, the 16lh December 1812. 

The Court adverting to thp statement which the 
Chairman had, with their approbation, made to tlie 
General Court to-day, as to the late conferences with 
His Majesty’s Ministers, upon the subject of renewing 
the Company’s exclusive privileges, and this Court 
deeming it a proper mark of respect to His Majesty’s 
Ministers, that they should be apprized of the same as 
early as possible, 

The Chairman and Depufy Chairman were requested 
to wait on the President of the Board of Commission- 
er'* fur the Aifairs of India to-m jrrow, to communicate 
to his Lordship what Imd passed in the General Court 
this day, and to slate to his Lordship, that the Court 
of Directors continue decidedly to entertain the opi- 
nion which tliey have formerly expressed to His Ma- 
jesty’s Ministers, as to the ruinous consequences of 
admitting the imports from India to the outports of 
this kingdom. 


No. LXVI. 

Ato Secret Court of Directors^ held on 
Friday, the 18th December 1812. 

The Court having resolved itself into a Cpmmittee 
of the Whole Courts 

y 2 And 
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Anti being vcsiuncd, the following report from the 
Committee of tlie Whole Court was read : 

The Committee taking into rousitleration the pre- 
** sent state of the negociation with H‘s Majesty's Mi- 
** rtisters for the renewal of the Company’b exclusive 
privileges, deem it to be highly important, that the 
sentinicuts of the Court of Directors, upon the pro- 
position brouglit forward for admitting the imports 
from India to the outports of this kingdom, should 
\>c unequivocally known.’* 

The Committee therefore recommend to the Court 
to pass a resolution, slating that the propoairion in 
question is, for various re^.sons already set forth in 
the Court’s writings, pregnant with ruin to the af- 
fairs of the Compain , inasmuch as it would iw'ndcr 
them incapable of performing the functions allotted 
to them, as well in their commciLial as in their 
political capacit}’', and that the Court cannot therc- 
fore, consistently with their duty to their Consti- 
tiientf), recommend to them the adoption of such a 
proposition.** 

And it was, on the question, 

Jtesolved Unanimously y That this Court approve the 
said report. 

And the Chairman and Deputy Chairman were re- 
quested to 'wait on the Big hi Honorable the 1 'resident 
of the Board of Commissioners for the Atfairs of India, 
and to communicate to His Lordship the above pro- 
ceedings of this day. 


No. LXVIL 

At a Secret Court of Directors^ held on 
Tuesday, the 22d December 1812. 

The Chairman acquainted the Court, thutinobc- 
dienco to their rcsolut'on of tbe 13th instant, the De- ‘ 

S uty and bimvsclf, on Saturday last, w^aited on the 
ight Honorable the President of the Board of Com- 
-xnissioders for the Affairs of India> with a copy of the 
nuuutesof riie Secret Court of the ISth instant. 

No. LXVIII. 
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No. LXVIIL 

At a Secret Com)niiiee of Coi'respondence^ 

The 28th December 1S12. 

Read a letter from the Right Honorable the Presi- 
dent of the Board Commissioners for the Affairs of 
India to the Chairman and Deputy Chairman^ dated 
the 24tli instant ; and 

Paragraphs proposed to form part of the draft of a 
letter to his Lordship, in reply. 


No. LXIX. 

At a Secret Court of Directors^ held on 
Monday, the 28th December 1812. 

Minutes of the 15th, 16tb, 18ih, and 22d instant, 
ti’ere rcao and approved. 

Hoad a IcUc r Irom the Right Honorable the Presi- 
dent cf the Board oi OimmissioiKrs for tlio Adair's of 
India to the C'h.uniian and Deputy Chairman, dated 
the 21'th iii'^lant ; also, 

Paragr tphs proposed to form part of the draft of a 
letter to his Lordship, in reply. 


No. LXX. 

Letter frem the Right Honorable the Earl of 

Buch^INGHAMSHlRE tO Mc* CHAIRMAN OJld DePU- 

' TY Chairman, rtfened to in the preceding Mi- 
nutes, 

Gentlemen, India Board, ^Mh Dec. 1812 * 

The conferences held at this Board with 
the Cominittee of Correspondence, having had for 
their object the most unreserved and eaudid discussions 
upon points of the greatest imj>ortancc, with respect 
to the renewal of ihe Easuludia Company’s Charter, 

and 
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anrj it lidvinsf boen understood that no further stops 
should be taken upon th«‘ hubject, until a commiinica* 
tioii vras made by me, in an olRcial shape, to the 
Court of Directors, it was not without some surprize 
that the copy of their resolution of the IStli instant 
was received by His Mdjesty’s Govcrnmeni, because 
that resolution, adopted under such circumstances, ap- 
fiear to them to Iiavc for its object an abrupt tcraiiualion 
to all discussion. 

They cannot, however, consider it the !e?s incum- 
bent upon them, through you, as the proper otHcial 
cliannel, to bring before the Court of Directors the 
principles upon which tlic opinions I have to apprize 
yuti of hav ' bc('»i fo>m *d, in order to present to the 
iProprictors and the i\ihhc a coirccL view of a subject 
to wliicli so much imjioir MKO is attached. 

I shall, therefore, t-or.vcv’ to you the senlim^>nts of 
His "Majesty’s Govci nn^< nt, precisely in the terms I 
should hnc done, if no intimation had been made of 
the re'K^'otion of the Court of Directors of the 18 tli 
instant ; and with that object I proceed to inform you, 
tliat with regard to those points, to which the atten- 
tion of tho (’oinraittee of Correspondence has been 
ehiefiy d.recicd at the conferences held at this Board, 
the principle uniformly maintained, as the basis of any 
^rrangemeui for the renewal of the East-India Com- 
paiiy’a Ci*artcr, r/s. that the merchants of this country 
have as substantial claim to as much liberty of trade as 
they tan cnjfiV, without injury to other important na- 
tional intcrcots, cannot be departed from. 

It was in the hope that the opening of the export 
trade wiili India the merchants of the city of Lon- 
don aud of the oatports, Avhilbt the import was coru- 
lined to the port of London, might not be found in- 
consistent with tliis princi|jJc, that a disposition was 
felt bv the Government to propose an arrangement to 
^kt effect. 

In consequence, however, of the promulgation of# 
such an intention, several persons, interested in tlie 
comhierce of the outports, represented in the strongest 
terms, that tie proposed limitation of the import trade 
India^, tendered the estensioa of no value to 

them ; 
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them ; and they declared themi*e!ves {>rcp.ircd to main- 
tain, that this limitation was not caiieJ ibr by any 
adequate motive of public interest. 

They urged their claim to an equal ])arlicipalivMi in 
the general trade to India, and their conviction, that 
the ground upon which the exclusion in favour of llie 
port of London was defended, v/b. the adthtional dan- 
ger of smuggling, could not be suppt rted, and they 
were satisfied that the alleged danger aught bo ohv iaU vl 
by revenue regulations. They also cnicrtd largtdy 
into the subjs'ct of the CIjina trade, contemling sircnu- 
onsly against the renewal of tlie Conipain’s exclusive 
Charter ; and stated their reasons for believing, that 
measures might be adopted by which that trade could 
be opened, without injury co tlie revenue, aiivd without 
hazarding the continuance of the intercourse with the 
Emperor of China’s dominions. 

The importance attached to these representations, 
induced His Majest)*’s Government to revise the iir- 
rangement which had been in contemplation ; and al- 
though they did not see cause, under all the circum- 
stances bearing upon this question, to alter the opinion 
they had entertained, of the propriety of continuing 
the existing restrictions upon the commercial inter- 
course with China, and of preserving to the Company 
the monopoly of the tea trade, they nevertheless felt, 
that the merchants belonging to the outports had esta- 
blished a claim against an absolute restriction of the 
import trade to the port of London. 

Under this impre-jsion, [addressed my letter to you 
on the 27th of April ultimo. 

The observations made by the Committee of Cor- 
respondence, in their reply of the 29th of the same 
month, did not fail to engage the serious attention of 
His Majesty’s Government, but after the best examina- 
tion of those observations, aided by all the infbrmalioh 
they have obtained from the Boards of Customs alid 
Excise, they are not enabled to concur in the opinion, 
that the proposed extension of the import trade from 
India would be productive of any great increase 
smuggling, and certainly not to the extent stated by 
the Court of Directors. 

It 
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ft is conceived, that the apprehensions entertairtod 
on this account might be obviated t>y various regular 
tidns, such as connuiiig the trade to 'those ports wiiich 
are, or may be so circumstanced, as to afford security 
to the due coUcLt on of the revenue ; by the limita* 
tion of it to vessels of four hundred tons burthen ; by 
atti^ching the forfeiture of the ship and cargo to the 
discovery of any iHicit articles on board ; by an exten- 
sion of the tnauifest act ; by regulations for checking 
the practice of smuggling in the ships of the Company ; 
as ivell as by other provisions, too minute to be entered 
into at present, but which will, of course, be attended 
to, in discussing the details of the subject. 

1 am persuaded it will not escape your observation, 
that from obvious considerations, the English Channel 
nvust, at all times, especially in lime of peace, afibrd 
facilities and inducements for smuggling, which do not 
occur elsewhere to the same extent^ on account of the 
clandestine traffic already established, and the ready 
communication with the opposite shore. 

But, with respect to the whole of this part of the 
question, it is impossible to lose sight of the deep inter- 
est which the Government must feel in the prevention 
of smuggling. The interests of the Company arc, no 
doubt, involved in it ; but tho^e of the Government 
are still more concerned : and it cannot be supposed 
that they would bring forward any proposition which 
appeared to them likely to endanger a revenue 
of from three to four millions ; or that, if a defalca* 
^tion should unexpectedly arise, would not immedi- 
ately take for applying a remedy. The 

Company have, therefore, an ample ground of conh- 
dooce, not only in the disposition of Government, but 
in tbdhr edectual co-operation on those points, on which 
the Court of Directors appear to feel the greatest 
anxiety, and^ on which they urged their strongest 
ob^ctioos to tb^ proposed arrangement. 

sevora) anicl^ which may be imported from the 
cottpiriea within the limits of the Company's Charter^ 
^ mid'whicl) are charged with an ad 'Vitlorem daty ^ 
though, with the exception of Tea, they bear a very 
aaadfpriqikOiHiioii to the vrhole of the revenue collectea 

froim 
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finofia tbe trad^ from Ipdia and Cljina, are nereribelcM 
of aojgSdeot importance to demand the attention of 
CoreirnoK)^ M tho <|iiestion may affect the interests 
of tho Easit<lndia. Company, as well as those of the 
pi^Ue reTonnie. 

Mfil^ thU view, it will be necessary to consider who. 
ther, with respect to some of them, a rated duty 
might not he subsUtnted, and whether regulations may 
not be made for the security of the duty ad valorem on 
those articles which shall continue to be so charged, 
and at the same time, shall prevent thetr being 

purefawed at a price, likely to operate injuriously to 
we manufacturers of this country. 


The justice of the observations, respecting the ad> 
ditlonal number .of j£uropeans that would find their way 
to India in consequence of the extension of the trade^ 

S ust be admitted to a certain extent ^ but it is obvious, 
at this danger would arise from the extension tho 
export trade to India, and would scarcely be lessened 
^ confining the import trade to the Port of London. 
Every individual^ during his resic^nce in India, would 
of course be subject to the existing regulations of the 
local Govemraeots. 


The situation of Lascars, who are occasionally em- 
ployed in the navigation of ships from India to this 
conntry, wpnld demand the humane interpoutiop of 
the Legislature $ and there can be no doubt that effec- 
tual provision for their maintenance while in England^ 
and for their return to India, will be made. 

Having gone through the piincipal points to which 
our recent conferences have related,^ it may be proper 
^or me tp f^pris^ you, that His Majesty's Government 
are of opinion, tb^ the establishment of King's i^roops, 
which may be requisite for the pre^vation or the peace 
and security of the British possessions in India, must de- 
pend upon circumstanpes fuat it would bfi difficult to 
anticipate ; but as the financial situation of the Com- 
pany ii^ mad y it neomsary that the iMtmhftB to he 
maintained at d^clnM^ ahm^he lotted, there can 
he «o to firc^pose to Parliament, to specify .. 

that pumt^ by kgiS^tive eo8c;tnleiit. 

I have aiat«i)ifoyd||ired to hriim the aemimt^ il * 
W. ' ‘ a His 
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His Majesty’s Government before you, with the same 
candor that has been evinced in our recent discussions ; 
eiKi I can venture cp^Bdently to assure you, that my 
'^coIIeagues, as well as myself, are most anxious to pro*' 
mpte such an adjustment between the Public and tha 
Court of proprietors, as may be satisfactory fb all 
parties. 

The' expediency of adliering to that system, by 
which the Government of India nas been administered 
through the intervention of the Company -p is strongly 
felt by His Majesty’s Government; but it not be 
supposed, that there are no limits to that expediency^ 
or that there are no advantages which might result 
from a different course. 

It is for the Court of Proprietors to decide, whether 
their own interests, as well as those of the numerous 
persons^ depending upon them, both at home and 
abroad, can best be preserved by their rejection of, or 
acquiescence in, those conditions, trpon which alone, 
consistent with their public duty, Uis Majesty’s Go* 
vernment can submit a proposition to Parliament for 
the renewal of the Charter. 

You, Gentlemen, must be aware, that from its ap-* 
proaching expiration, provision must be made, without 
delay, for the future government of India; and that 
His Koyal Highness the Prince Regent, in his speech 
at the opening of the present session, has called upon 
parliament to mal^e such provision. 

I have the hobor to be, 

' ^ Gentleraeh, 

Your mdli obedient and faithful bumble servant, 
' (Signed) Buckinghamshire, 

Chairman and Deputy Chairman 

' the Court of Directors, 

No. LXXI. 

> Commitiee^ Correspondencg^ 

9Qth Deoeoiber 1812. 

' Hral^ of a letter to the PrbskJent of the Board of 
Comni^s||ioners, in reply to hU trordiliip's letter of the 
was read and unaniittoiisly approved. _ 

*^Na.LXXll, 
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- No, LXXH. 

At a Secret Court ^ Directors^ held on 

Wednesday, the 30th December 1312. 

Draft of a letter to the President of the Board of 
Commissioners, in reply to his Lordship’s letter of the 
d4th instant, was read and unanimously approved. 


No. LXXIIf. 

Letter the Chairman and DEPtJTY Chair* 
MAN to the Right Honourable the Earl of Buck- 
inghamshire, noticed in the preceding Minutes. 

East India House, SOth December 1812. 

' My Lord, ^ 

We were honoured, on the 25th instant, with 
the letter which your Lordship was pleased to address 
to us on the preceding day, and have laid it before the 
Cdurt of Directors. We are instructed by the Court 
to acquaint your Lordship that a General Court of 
Proprietors of E^st-India Stock has been summoned, 
for the special purpose of taking into consideration the 
important subjects treated of in jMMjr Lordship’s letter, 
and we shall lose no time in submitting to your Lord- 
ship the result of the deliberations at that meeting. 

In reference to the first paragraph of your Lordship’s 
letter, in which the resolution passed by the Court, on 
the 1 8 th instant, is stated to have caused some surprise 
to His Majesty’s Government, as appearing to hav^ for 
Its object an abrupt termination to all discussion, we are 
desired by the Court of Directors respectfully to oflfer 
the following explanation. 

Your Lordship is aware, that at the Commencement 
of the recent conferences on the subject of the Renewal 
of the Company’s Charter, it was agreed between yo^^ 
Lordship and the Deputation from the Oouit, Jhat no<* 
Biiniitea should be t^en of what passed in conversation. 

' z» ^ Accordingly, 
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A^ordingly, no particular coromuaicatioti waamade^ 
prior to the receipt of your Lordship*s letter of the 
2*tli iriatanty of the result of tbeafe conferences: bot 
an earnest desire having been expressed by those Gen- 
tlemen th the t)irection wiio are not JMembers of idm 
CdnMoietee of Correspondence^ to be informedi lAo* 
tlieir the differences of opinion^ formerly known to 
exist# on some importai^t points, between His M£^est;y!s 
(^vernmeht and the Court, were in a tram of veconci^ 
Hation, and the general answer which we tboiigbt our- 
selves bound in duty to give, not having tended toafibril 
them the satisfaction they expected^ they doomed it 
proper that the sense of the Court, respecting the 
question of the outports, should be formally notified to 
your Lordship, and in conseqjuencc the unanimous reso- 
lution of the lEth was transmitted* Had the Court per- 
ceived that that proceeding admitted of the interpreta- 
tion whWh has been put upon it by 1^ Majesty's Go- 
vernmenr, they would assuredly haveW^en patn^ more 
effectually to guard against so great a misconception of 
the rdsd intention, which %vas no other than to mark 
their adlercnae to the opinions they have uniforaijiy en^ 
tertained on the disputed question, of extending the 
import trade from India to the ontports of this kingdon^ 
which had formed the principal subject of discussion 
betw^ntbe Members of His Majesty’s Government and 
the Committee of Correspondence. It was certainly 
desirable for the Momb^is of that deputed Committee, 
and It was thought that it might not be unacceptable to 
^your Lordship, to knoiv thab»Alie semiments which 
they had expressalf in the course of discussion, were 
sanctioned by the unanimous concurrence of the Body 
by ttiey were delegated. The mode in which 

th^tt^^lion was adopted was conforinable to the usage, 
of Court of directors on solemn occasions, name- 
ly, after a report from a Committee of the whole Court^ 
always requires signatures, and which, in the 
preseptinstnnee, w'os subscribed by every Director. 

\ljtt trust, fOF Lord, that this explanation of the 
jmeasare allpded to, will prove aaiisfiactory to ypiir 
LordAip and the other momhers of His Majesty^a Go- 
vermneiit and while we return our ^ncere acknmv# 

ledgements 



TUB ■ 06 il»A«V*r 


led j|;«flM«iits fee the Mtention wkli ^ksh our i^dr^sentaA 
tioitt bEVe baetk t<r« In the' various foterviews 

with wbifcfa’trelBtve been btMuytttS by ydur Lordship And 
His lli$aje«ti|r*B MinisWIt whd’fetliended) urn hope, at thd 
•Mnedihe, to rtand perfectly acquitted of any desigfn, 
or embarrass a^ft dud deliberate 
diieas^on of tbto j^eat interests at stake. ’ 

It is a mattiBr ox deep concern to ns to find« 'that Hit! 
iMajesty^ Ministers seem still to adhere to the principle 
of opemng^the oatports of the United Kingdom to m 
impottatitm of commodities from India. We bars 
already, to our letters of the 1 5th and 29th April last, 
fully* stated the dangers that must result to the Com- 
pany, from so great an enlargement of the privilege id 
Eastern commerce to British merchants. We ptesumd 
to think our objections to that enlargement have not 
been adequately answered ; and we have to express 
the concern felt by the Court, that no coitimunlcatiod 
has yet been mnS to them, of those representa* 
tious which first led His Majesty's Ministers to en'i 
tertain, and which induce them still to adhere to 
the opinion, that the public interest will ^ 
beM consulted, by not confining the import trade 
from the East-Indies to the port of London. It 
would occasion much satisfaction to the Court, should 
such a couunuflication have the effect of obviating 
their objections, even in part, to a measure, which 
the most imperative considerations alone conld have 
influenced them to oppose : and were it unfortunately 
to fail in producing this effect, it is nevertheless desira- 
ble, that the Court of Directors shall have an opportu- 
nity of reviewing the question with all the intelligence 
that can be brougm to bear upon it. Your Lordship Ifes, 
indeed, been pleased to favor tiswith a brief summary ^ 
some of the arguments ttted by the merchants on fhis 
subject, — ^arguments, we must own, not in the least con- 
vineiug to us : and we assure oursdves, ibat in advert^ 
ing to them, your Lordship does nOtteetm that'll 
Compbuy sKomd be conciuited, or theSx fate deter- 
mined, by whattlmse vdto oppose Ibeir lutetesei choose 
toadvAitee; eldiopgfa dietr represeti utt ions appear to 
have «o fer influenced Ufa Majesty** Miufsters,''to to 

lead 
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li»d them to think, that the mQrch»nt&>,** have Anleiot 
'** to as touch Kbecty «f trade a* they <|ito enjoy,, vri^> 
** eat injury to other important aa^ttonal iaterests.’' ^ 
those interests, we may ptesitoto* 8>e oomptohendcd 
hothtfae eonnderation m thepitolic revenue, and, the 
toaintettaotice of the East4ndia Company, 
that eateat of trade is, ** which cap he graoted widi 
safety to tthosc interests,” is still a quiesttdn updater- 
toined. We confess that the regulations contouiplated 
by His Majesty's Miumlers, so far as yqat Lordship 
has been pleased to explain them to us, apMar by no 
means calculated to remove out fears. Toe compa- 
rative interest which the Public and the Company have 
in preventing the smuggling of Tea, was described in 
our letter ot the 29th April ; and though it be true, as 
your Lordship observes, that the stake of the Public 
in this concern is numerically greater than that of the 
Company, yet tlie importance of the Company’s infe- 
rior stake is, to them, inSnitely gtoater, than would 
be to Uie Public the importance of toe loss the revenue 
might sustain ; because, as matters now stand, tbs 
Company have no certain dependence but tlje Cbipa 
trade, for resources essential to their subsistence. We 
do not the least question, that His Majesty’s Ministers 
would be thoroughly disposed to frame additional regu- 
lations to prevent smuggling Tea, should those now ip 
contemplation be tried, and be found insufficient. But 
bnides that we extremely distrust the practicability of 
preventing smuggling to a large extent, where t^ie 
tempttoions would be so gre^ we must entreat your 
Lordship and Hh^ajesty’s Ministers seriously to consi- 
der, what would be the situation of the Company, if they 
Slbliiined p. charter upon no better terms than those now 
||||a|to*ed, and upon trial it should be found that their 
eonmercial income failed, and that their dividend should 
be unprovided fur or lowered : — their stock would im- 
mediatply fidi their credit would be diminished ; the 
emnreney of their affiurs, lu their payments oarticulair- 
iy, would be impeded; general alarm and.dissatisfac- 
ttonln all patties connect with this great establish- 
aseac would be felt: and there ,w<tpld be a necessi^ 
for goiag to PtudiatoBQt again, when evils greaf^ per- 
^ naps 
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]B|m itretrierAbI«« wooMi bave been experienced. It 
ia ^ dntY of fixeebtive Body of tbe Company to' 
entry their vkm foHeard*ki> sucboontingeneiea, uid te 
seek proYyn6n^i^itsttbe(n’.‘ and we must beg tense to 
ndt juAp att wbnte W' rights the merchants may clnim^ 
^ rai^wtion be (leased to bestow on them, it cannot be 
^uittdtle to maice concessions to them- which should 
destroy the Company, who acquired the -IiMlhni cm. 
pire, and who are as much the owners of tbe otnef 
Seats Of Eklropean trade in that empire, as they are of 
their freeisalds in London. 

With ri^pect to the resort of EuropeaiM to India, if 
we do not misunderstand the scope of 3 n>ur Lwdship’s 
observation, it seems to imply, that their numbers 
might be in proportion to the export trade from this 
country. If, indeed, they were to be regulated by this 
scale. Our apprehensions would be the less ; but we 
have no difficulty in acknowledging, that in addition 
to all our other ar|^ments against admitting importar. 
iions to the outports, we think that tbe granting of 
this privilege would increase the spirit of rash speou- 
lation |rom Great Bntain and Ireland, and thereby 
the number of adventurers in search of fortune in In- 
dia ; for it is to be remembered, that those adventurers 
would naturally seek for new establishments, even out 
ef the Company’s territories, and there endeavour to 
ac^ire real property. 

But, my Lord, this is only one of many points 
which require particulitr regulations j and, at we stoge 
at which we are now arrived in the negociaiaoo, we 
cannot but state to your Lordship, the anxious wii^ bf 
tbe Court to be made acquainted with Che whole pIsA 
which His Majesty’s Government may have it in emt- 
templation to recommend to Pariiamentr for a Bequiiii^ 
of the Eost-Indm Cumpany’s Charter : including ‘sum 
amendments in the system of tbe Company’s territoriak 
government and administration, as past expenenpe 
may have indicated ; the regulations deemed peoeisary 
for promoting the discipline and .efficiency of »the In- 
dian Army ; the amtMnt of force wbicb Hit Ms^iy 
may be empowered to maintsun iniadiaat tlie expense 
of the CSoorpany ; and the proYtsioiis tbajt m»y be 

thought 
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ijiou^t mqiiUitft for.settU^ ^ relative poven of 
the JBoaurd w Cootunisuoners aad the Court of Direct* 
Tboftgh tbew* topics were afteoificMUy sbeatkaad 
u the letters from Lord Melville to the Clmirs, of the 
^Qth September IKOS and the 2ist March jhe 
C^Utt are still, in great measure, uninformed w'ilw 
iHt*ng«neBts, in regard to them, whi<d| His Majee^ 
Gevevnoient may have in view to propose. And we 
entreat, also, that your Lordship will enable us to lay 
before the Court of Directors, and ultimately the Pro* 
prietors, in any shape that you may judge fit, tbo infor- 
mation, additional to that of the merchants sJready 
solicited, on which the determination of His Majesty*# 
Ministers rests, as to the extension of the trade to 
outports, and their intentions upon the other parts of 
the arrangement to which we have now adverted. 

' The requests we now make appear to us the more 
reasonable, from the weighty intimation conveyed in 
the concluding part of your Lorddiip’s letter. It 
brings into view fto repeat an expression used in our 
letter of tlie 15th April), ** questions of the last impor- 
** tance to the safety of the BrUish Empire iiaJndia^ 
** and of the British Constitution at Home." This i# 
a solemn subject for the Country, as well as the Com- 
pany. If, indeed, it should ever come under actual 
discussion, we have that confidence in the equity anfd> 
wisdom of the Nation, that notwithstanding all pre- 
sent clamours, they will wish to do the Company jus- 
t^c, and to guard all the* other great interests which 
must ooiae into question. But pirepared as we shall be, if. 
fiaroed into this^tuatioo, to maintain the rights and 
tdalmsof our Cematitnents, we must yet express oqr 
hftfifty that the Company wi)l not be xeducra to the 
iidtftriiatire* of thus having to contend for all 
thai is dear to them, or to accept a Charter on teqap 
ddiich wdl not enable them to execute the port 
to oaugated to them In the Indian syatem> 

Wehave the hooenur to 
- ' My Lord, 

iToiur ImrdiAdp's most obedient humble Ser«aj^ 

• (Signed) HuGiH I>ifti.is, > 

HftBsar THogHf^ir^. 

Tine l^ht Honorable the Earl ^ 

Buckloghamshire, &c. &c. &c. 
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•No. LXXIT, 

^4lt m ^fcret Court qf iCi/teUHVt Mi on 

Tucaday, the 5tliJaa«»ry 1813. ' ' 

tlTUE Chairman laid before tbe Court a letter from tbe 
Honorable tbe President of the Boan;| of Coq^ 
tnhsiouers for tbe Aftairs of Iadla« datea tbiU-4th lU'” 
stant, which was read. 


No^ LXXV. 

LeItter from the Right ISmoraMe the'^KM. oE BocEr 

IHOHAM8HIRE tO the CHAIRMAN Otld DePUTY 

Cabirman, noticed in the preceding Mipute. 

India Soardf ith JFaxueery^ tSlS* 

Gentlemen, 

I had tl# honor to receive your iLetter of th^ 
30th ultiuM}, and proceed to convey to you the senti- 
ments of His Majesty’s Governnient, as far as it woall 
seem advisable, under present circnmstancetf, to cotH 
tinue the discussion. 

With respect to your observation, that the repre- 
sentations which induced Hts M^esty’s Government to 
form their opinions upon the snbject of the extension 
of the Import Trade, have been witliheld from tbo 
Court of Directors, and that your objections to t^at 
e.xtension have not been ** adequately answered,” you 
must allow me to avail myself of this occasion to apprlEd 
you, that although His Majesty’s Government have 
shewn a strong disposition to enter into tbe 
and unreserved eEplatiatiaiii with the Court Of Dimc^ 
tors, they have Boc fote that it was within 
their *do^ to esqipigo in a controversy upon iMpbUi^ 
atissod. ^ ^Ilittfdttty has been suiBclentfy d^hajrgedl 
in stating, for the information of the Cdurt by' 
tors, tiraceadiuoosopott dNili^they^efn fo 

mbBut a ptpppsttiBu to PArhameWy for foe reeeerai 
foe Wssmifohfod by ah% jfot0erifiid’%t ifo oen^ 

vM^ m ifos j||fobfoed^huone fopif tilRre aufooiifosed'itta 

n^Ukt, ■ 

a biftp -rf % ^ 
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I can, however, have no difficulty in acquaSntlnnr 
you, that tlie claims of the Merchants conneett^d with 
the outports have not been brought before Guverrjtncnt 
by written Jocuments ; that they have l>cen urged and 
discuss^ed at personal conferences with indjviduals, in- 
terested in their success ; and that you have already 
been informed of the grounds upon wliich they were 
s«pj)orted; but that it does not appear to His Majes- 
ty’s Government, that you can be warranted in ex- 
pecting that they should give a more particular account 
of the arguments adduced at those conRrencos. 

I may add, lio\/cver, that as the merchants and 
manufacturers *conncct<*d with the out ports, consider- 
ing themselves entitled, at the expiration of the Char- 
ter of the East-India t ompiiny, to carry on that trade, 
from wdnch they had been excluded for a limited time^ 
had entered into a statement of their case, by petiti- 
ons presented to Parlidincnt in the course of the last 
session, you may obtain from those records that further 
information which you appear desirous to possess. 

With regard to those points to which you have 
alluded, as requiring particular regulation, the Mi- 
nisters of His Royal Highness the Prince Regent 
having signified to you, that consistently with their 
sense of public duty, they can submit no arrangement 
to Parliament, tliat does not include an extension of 
the import trade, and the Court of Directors having, 
with a knowledge of their opinions upon that point, 
by their resohuion of the 18 th ultimo, declined to re- 
commend to the. Court of Proprietors to agree to such 
an extension, tt would seem premature to enter into 
details, until that question shall have been finally de- 

' You are apprised of the disposition of His Ma- 
jesty's Government to adhere to tbe present system 
of admimatration in India, and I am nor aware tliat, if 
cfrcumsianccs should ddmit of its contmuance, it 
Wpuld be fiercssary to propose any material alteration 
io the^existing provisions for carrying it into ex<-cu- 
r*on, exci'pt such as may arise from the opening of 
the trade, ^ ^ 

i'he confidence j ou express in the wisdom and jus- 
tice 
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tice of Parliament will, I am persuaded, not be dis- 
appointed ; nor is it to be supposed, tliut in the con* 
sideration of this great question (to n^e your own 
words) the safety of the liriiisti jKiiipirc in India 
and the British Constitution at Home” will be over- 
looked, either by the Legislature or the Ministers of 
the Crown. 

If tlie Government of India cannot be carried on 
with safety to the Constitution, except through the in- 
tervention of the Company, tlio propositions of the 
Court of Directors, whatever they oiay be, must un- 
conditionally be admitted. 

It will be for Parliament to determine, whether tho 
Nation IS, in this respect, without an alLcrnative ; or 
whether, if a change of system should be rendered 
necessary by thedeciMon of the East-lndia Company^ 
measures might not be taken for opening* the trade, 
and at the same time providing such an administration 
of the Government of India, as might be found com- 
patible with the interests and security of the Bntisb 
Constitution. 

1 have the honor to be. 

Gentlemen, 

Your obedient and faithful humble Servant, 

(Signed) Buckinghamshire, 
The Chairman and Deputy Chairman 
of the East-lndia Company. 


No. LXXVL 

jIt a General Court of the United Company of Merchants 
<f England leading to the East-Indies^ held on, 

Tuesday, the 5th January 1813. 

The Chairman acquainted the Court, that it is 
specially summoned for the purpose of there being 
laid before them further n.ipurs respecting the negoeia- 
tion for a renewal of tnc Company’s exclusive pri- 
vileges. 

' The said papers were then read, being as follow, viz, 
2 A 2 Minutes 
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Minutes of a Secret Committee of Correspondence, 
the 27th November, 18i2* (No* LX.) 

Letter from the Chairman and Deputy Chairman to 
the Right Honorable the £ari of Buckinghamshire, 
dated the 28th November IS 12. (No. LXL) 

Letter from the Right Honorable the Earl of 
inghamshire to the Chairman, dated the 2dtb Novcm-* 
ber 1812. (No. LXIL) 

Minntc of a Secret Court of Directors, held on 
Wednesday, the 2d December 1S12. (No. LXllI.) 

Minutes of a Secret Court of Directors, held on 
^Tuesday, the 15th December 1812, (No. LXIV.) 

Minutes of a Secret Court of Directors, held on 
Wednesday, the 16th December 1812. (No. LXV.) 

Minutes of a Secret Court of Directors, held on 
Friday, the I8th December 18l2. (No. LXVI ) 

M*nutc of a Secret Court of Directors, licld on 
Tuesday, the 22d December 1813. (No. LXV 11.) 

Minutes of a Secret Committee of ( orrespondence, 
the 28th December 1812. (No. LXV III.) 

Minutes of a Secret Court of Directors, hckl on 
Monday, the 28th December 1812. (No, LXIX.) 

Letter from the Right Honorable the P;arl of Buck- 
inghamshire to the Chairman and Deputy Chairman, 
dated the 34th December 1812, noticed in the pre- 
ceding Minutes. (No. LXX.) 

Minute of a Secret Correspondence, the 30th De- 
cember 1312. (No. LXXI.) 

Minute of a Secret Court of Directors, held on 
Wefdncsday, the.SOth December 1812. (No. LXXIl.) 

Letter fjom (ne Chairman and Deputy Chairman to 
tlie Right Honorable the Earl of Buckinghamsbire, 
dated the 30th December IS 12, noticed in die pre- 
cedmg Minutes, (No. LXXIII.) 

Letter from the Right Honorable the Earl of Buck- 
inghamshire to the Chairman and Deputy Chairman, 
dated the 4th January 1813. (No. LXXV.) 

'f'he Chairman acquainted the Court, that the above 
papers are printing, and will be ready tp be delivered 
fo tile Proprietors to-morrbw. 

Court then proceeded to take tlie same into 

ponside- 
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Consideration, when the resolutions of the General 
Court of 5th May last were called for and read. 

It was then moved, and on the question. 

Resolved, That this Court do highly approve the vi* 
gilance, attention,' and able conduct of the Court of 
^rectors, in their negociation with His Majesty’s Mi- 
nisters for the Renewal of the Charter, and that, for 
the purpose of taking the important subject now sub-' 
Blitted to them into their most serious deliberation, 
the Court do ad journ unto Tuesday the IDtli instant,— 
And the Coui i adjourned accordingly. 


No. LXXVII. 

Resolutions of a General Court of Pro- 
prietors, held the 5th May 1812, referred to i/t 
the preceding Minutes. 

Reiolved Unanimously, That this Court has learnt 
with deep concern ana surprize, that His Majesty’s 
Ministers have been induced to change the view they 
first entertained of the propriety of confining lo the 
Port of London the returns of the trade to India, now 
to be permitted to all British subjects. That the incja- 
sure of opening the Outports to vessels of all descrip- 
tions from India, comprehending in that term the 
Eastern Islands, appears to this Court to be fraught 
with consequences ruinous to the Company, and ail 
the long train of interests connected with it; by re- 
moving from the port of London the greater part of 
the Indian trade, wliich it has hitherto enjoyed ; by 
rendering useless many of the expensive establish- 
ments formed there for tljc merchandize and shipping 
of that trade, and throwing out of bread many 
thousands of persons who now derive constant employ- 
ment from it ; by deranging the practice and frustraCjiig 
the end of stated public sales, which are useful and 
important, both to the Country and the Company, 
who are pecessarily restricted to this practice ; bui^ 

above 
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above all, by atVordiiifl^ Ticilitii's for tlic smupf^ling of 
Teas into the ports and harbours of En<>Iand, St'otiarul, 
and iroliind, to an extent nnlimiU‘d, and, as tins Court 
apprelicud, nnconiroulabic*. 'J hat the coiihequenees 
of this must be, the dcj^iructiun of the ('oriipany’s 
C^hina trade, tlieir bei»t s )arce of commertifil profit ; 
the failure of their dividend ; the depn nation of their 
sU)ek ; ;oid unless a fund is provided tr im some other 
K)ur<^ for the payment of tlio dividend, inal)ihty 
on their part to continue to perform the functions as- 
M'^Ui'd to thrill ill tne OoverniiK ut of British India. 
That if the constiimion by \^hi(il tlie Indian Fmjnie 
is noiv administered should thu-s he subverted, the ex- 
cellent system of civil and niiiitary service formed un- 
«ler tlie (\nnpanv, and inainrain.ibio onlv’ by such a 
body, Will be broken down ; the tranquillity and hap- 
piness of the vast popul ilioii which that empire eon- 
tiiins, the interests of this country in Asia, and its 
constitution at home, wri! he imminentlv eiuLingered. 

That the professed objett fvT which the proposed 
chances arc to be made, and such ininicnsd sacrifices 
biMardud, namely, the iiKieasc of the commerce of 
this kinj^dom, cannot he in any j^roat degree attained, 
there being no practieal/ihty oi' oxienduiE: materially 
the use of our manufactures among the Indian people, 
the tonnage allotted by the Company, or aiTorded by 
Indian ships in the management of individuals, for 
such expoit*i, not having been folly occupied. Neither 
docs It appear praciicablo largely to augment the im- 
portation of profitable conimodilics from tlicnce ; of 
all winch the example of the American trade to the 
Kast is a proof, Britisli Manufactures, which they 
could easily liave procured, m.^king no part of it, nor 
their returns exhibiting any new articles of importance. 
That tlierefore the irade now enjoyed by the Company 
and individiKils wdli be the only certain trade to which 
new adventurers can have recourse. And this will bo 
no addition to the commerce of the Country, but only 
a transfer from one set of hands to another : so that, 
old establishments will be subvened, >yithout substitu- 
ting any thing equally good iu their place ^ and, to 
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all appearance, with great detriment to the nation, 
jiLirticultiily in the delVtlc^attoii of a large part of the 
duties now collected on Tea, to the auitiuni of four 
millions sterling per annum; for all which defalcation, 
whetlier, one, or two, or three millions, new taxois 
must be laid on the people 

'riiat tliG cause of the Company has been deeply 
injured by prejudice, ignorance, erroneous assump- 
tions, and of late by extensive combinations iunl by 
unfair representation, canvas, and intimidation : m all 
Avliich the merits and rignts of the Companvs the po- 
litical interests ot Brilisii [iidia, and of tins country us 
connected will! them, iiave been left out of sight, and 
the single object of the extension of commerce, an 
oljject too only of speculation, in opposition to past 
expcr.cnce, is the governing principle. 

'I’liis Court however connJently hope, tliat Parlia- 
ment will not decide th(5 fate of the (^)mpany, on the 
reprcsi lUations and dtunands ol private interests, but 
on juht and coiiiprtdi(*nsivc views of national policy; 
and the Con»'t must aKo ludieve that His Majesty’a 
JMini.sters aie loo enlightened and equitable, tinally to 
adopt any measure calculated to destroy the coininer- 
cial jwoiils of the (^ompau}’^, and thereby to disable 
them from performing their political functions. This 
Court therefore ennrely approving, Imth of the firm- 
ness which their Directors have slii^wn in maintaining 
the interests of tlie Company, and of the manner in 
whiclitbey have, in the papers now produced by them, 
d jieiideJ those irncresis, doth rcconunend it to tlierii 
to [HTsevere in the negocianoii with His Majesty’s 
Milliliters upon the same pnrudples : assured of the 
determination of this Court to support them to the 
utmiist, in maintaining the permanence of the Com- 
pany and the national interests which arc involved in 
their stability, 

Itcsolvcd Unanimously f That the lhank; of this Court 
be given to Randle J ickson, Ksq, toi bis very luuiinoua 
and excellent speech thisday ; for tlie great zeal, abiluy 
and industry he has on various occasions, and y articti- 
larly on tins, displaj'jd for the honour and advantage 
of this Company, 

RvsoL c'd 
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Resolved Unanimously^ That the warmest thanks of 
this General Court be oiFered to the Chalrfnan^ Deputy 
Chairman, and Court of Directors of this Company, 
for their very able conduct in the nccjociation with 
Government for the renewal of the Charter ; alike 
evincing the most luminous ideas of the best interests of 
this Company, and their most honorable conduct in 
the management of so important a concern. 


printed by Cox and Bivlia, 
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AN 


ADDRESS, 
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the subject of the reneMral of the Charter 
of the East India Company is shortly to come 
before Parliament, with a view to a final deci* 
sion, it is presumed that it will not be deemed 
impertinent to invite the attentiomof the Legis> 
lature to a particular connected with that sub- 
ject, which is judged of high importance. The 
point to which we refer, respects the propriety 
of inserting a clause in the new Charter, autho- 
rizing Hhe peaceable dissemination of Christian 
principles in India. For wimt of such a pro- 
vision, the Missionaries who have lately visited 
that country, have been under the necessity of 
going there by the circuitous route of America, 
besides meeting with comriderahle obstructibos 
in their attentpls to settle, asid being exposed 
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to much vexation and interruption in their quiet 
efforts to plant the Christian faith. It must 
surely be considered as an extraordinary fact, 
that in a country under the government of a 
people professing Christianity, that religion 
should be the only one that is diScoufiteUanced 
and suppress^. 

That the ‘wKst complete toleration should 
be extended to the various modes of belief 
prevailing in those remote dependencies of 
our empire, and that none of the inhabitants 
should be subjected to the slightest inconve- 
nience on account of their adherence to the re* 
ligions system of their forefathers, is readily 
admitted ; nor vrould any event give more seri- 
ous concern to the writer of this address, than 
"^an ittterfere^e with that right of private 
judgment which he deems an inalienable pre- 
ventive of human nature. But for a Christian 
nation to give a decided preference to poly- 
thekul ailB idolatry by prohibiting the dissemi- 
nation Of a purer faith, and thus employ its 
powera in suppressing the truth, and prolonging 
the existence of the most d^;rading and de- 
jplorable superstitions, is a line of conduct 
equally repugnant to the dictates Of religion, 
and the maxima of sotth^l policy. To op]Mse 
by force ifte phopagdlhsai Of rOv^bd truth, 
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from any worldly coneiderations whatever, is 
such a sacrifice of right to expediency, as can 
be justified on no principles bnt what will lead 
to the subversion of all morality and religion. 

If Christianity be a communication from 
heaven, to oppose its extension is to fight 
against God; an impiety which, under every 
possible combination of circudiMtances, must 
expect a severe rebuke ; but the guilt of which 
is inconceivably aggravated, when the opposi* 
lion proceeds from the professors of that 
very religion. We have no example in the his- 
tory of the world of such a conduct ; we have 
no precedent of a people prohibiting the pro- 
pagation of their*own faith ; a species of into- 
lerance exposed not only to the objections 
which lie in common against all restraints upon 
conscience, but to a train of absurdities pecu- 
liar to itself, at the same time that it imposes a 
character of meanness on the ruling powers, by 
the virtual confession it includes, that they have 
either no religion, or a religion of which they 
are ashamed. As the eqnality of all religtoos, 
the distinguishing tenet of deism, is aii|(e 
repugnant tq the dictates of reason, and. the 
oracles of truth, so it is ill calculated to con- 
ciliate the esteem of Eastern nations, on whoqi 
it can havef no other ^ct than d09ecrate 
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the British namey by depriving it of the vene- 
ration which nature, unsophisticated by im- 
piety, has inseparably connected with senti- 
ments of religious belief. Powerfully impres- 
sed as they are with religious principles and 
prejudices,'however erroneous, we can scarcely 
adopt a more effectual expedient for securing 
their contempt and abhorrence, than an avowed 
indiffereiice to whatever concerns that momen- 
tous subject. 

It is au undeniable fart, that no persons 
have been so popular in India, as the men 
who have exerted theln^elves with the most 
steady and persevering zeal in the dissemi- 
nation of Christian principles; of which we 
have a striking example in the excellent 
l^bwartz, for many years a Missionary on the 
coast of Coromandel, who, by his wise and be- 
nevolent conduct, rendered, on various occa- 
sions, the most essential service to the British 
interests, 4psid became we object of the enthu- 
siastic attachment of the natives.* 

The attempt to prttpagate Christianity in 
India is not a new experiment; it has been 
now tried for more than a century: it received 
the warmest support of George the First, of il- 

* See the Reports of the Society at BartletVi 
for promoting Christian K^frledge. 
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lufftrioufi rnemoiy, as well as of the then Arch* 
bishop of Canterbury; and iti the bands of 
Ziegenbalgius, and his soccessors, was crowned 
with distinguished success.* Similar attempts 
have been more recently made in Bengal, aud 
the adjacent provinces; aud several Christian 
societies have been planted by the labours of 
Missionaries in those parts of India. It deserves 
particular attention, that no inconvenience, not 
even the slightest, has arisen from these enters 
prises; and that whatever agitation has been 
witnessed among the natives at diderent times, 
the propagation of Christianity has never bt^ 
the cause, or even the pretext. When intelli- 
gence of the insurrection at Vellore i cached 
JBnglandr there were not wanting persons 
who endeavoured to ascribe it to the jea- 
lousy and uneasiness excited by the efiorts of 
Missionaries ; but no attempt could be more 
unsuccessful, since, in the couiwe of a most ac- 
curate investigation of the circumslaiice^ con- 
nected with that event, we have it, on the 
authority of Lord Teigq,moutb, that not even 
the name of a Missionary was ineiitioned. 
It arose frinu causes totally distiuct. 'ibus 

* 8ie the eMellent Letters {from bis Majesty and the An-h- 
buhup, addressed to la Bwtbeaaa ’ s Jt< * lrni agti« 

aal UeBeareluN. 
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have vre the experience of more than e century 
to jvstify th^ cenclusioo, that inothing is to be 
beared for the tranquUlity of India £rom th^ 
eperarioDS of Missionaries, subject, as they mufU: 
eF:^,be, to the control of the constituted aur 
thorities. 

> The number of natives who profess Chris* 
rianity is not small nor inconsiderable. The 
disciples of Schwartz and his successors on 
the Sastem side of the peninsula, amount to 
fifty thousand ; and the Syrian Christians, on 
the coast of Malabar, to several hundred thou- 
sands ; the greater part of them converted ftom 
the Sramins, and the higher classes. They 
have sobsisted there from the fifth century, are in 
possession ofonehundredand nineteen churches, 
some of them sumptuous and splendid edifices; 
apd their superior elevation of character and pu- 
fity of manners are attested, on the most respec- 
table authority, to be such as the possession of 
Christian faith might be expected to inspire.* 
In additidti to this ; triuislations of the New 
Ti^ament, in almost all the vernacular dialects 
ofijidja, have been recently circulated, and a 
coasuietable numbm* of the natives are assidu- 
ously and constaatly employed in preaching 

* See Ae interestiag aairetive of l>r. Buchanan'* vUlt ts 
d>e Arrian Cfa mta in *, to hbEocl cih wdcal Beiwadw*. 



tlie gospel ; so it is too late to tiiiPk «f 
checkiog its career: tbeposaessioo it has taken 
of the public mind will neecnsarily reader aft 
such attempts impracticable. The only ques- 
tion which remains to be decided, is, whether 
its further propagation shall be left solely^ in the 
hands of natives, or whether intelligent and re- 
spectable Europeans who come more imme- 
diatdy into contact with the British govern- 
ment, and in whose prudence and experience 
greater confidence may be reposed, shall be 
allowed to superintend its movements. The good 
seed having struck its root too deep ever to be 
extirpated, the only alternative is, either to 
leave it to its spontaneous growth, aided by tbe 
labour of Hindoos, or to place it under a more 
skilful and enlightened cnltivatioo. 

Though strangers to the theory, tbe inha^ 
tants of Hindostan have been long fiaimiliarized 
to the practice of toleration. In no part of tbe 
world is diere a greater variety of sects, or 
more contrariety in the modes of religimis be- 
lief, snbsisting without ^fae slightest disturb- 
ance : even the grand division of the natives 
into Hindoos and Mahometans has continned 
for without interrnptionto the public har- 
mony. 
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But if nothiug is to be feared from the 
disseniiuatioo of (vbri&tiaa principles in India, 
the advantages resulting from it, whetlier we 
eopsuit the iilterest of the natives, or our 
own, 'are loo obvious to require to be enu- 
merated, and too important to be overlook- 
ed. With respect to its aspect on the natives, 
will it be contended that a more powerful in- 
strument can be devised tor iiielioratiag and 
mising their character, than grafting upon it 
the priuriples of our^holy religion, which, 
wberever it prevails, never fails to perfect what- 
•VPr is good, and to correct whatever is evil, in 
tise htiuiau constitution ; and to which Europe 
is chiedy indebted for those enlightened views, 
ami that high seuse oi probity and honour, 
w|iich distinguish it so advantageously in a 
cmuparison with Asiatic nations? The preva- 
lence of Gbristiaoity every wbeie marks the 
beu^dary which separates the civilized from 
the barbarous or scmi'barbarous parts of the 
world : let baC this bodddary be extended, and 
tbq cppatry included ^within its limits may be 
cafmsif^jerail aa ledeemed from the waste, and 
prepafa^ to leceive tlie precious seeds of civi- 
lizahoa and improveroeut. Independently of 
eternal prospects, it may be safely affirmed, that 
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polytheism and idolatry draw after them eluch 
a train «>f absurd and dismal consequences, as 
to be quite iikconipatihle with the due expan- 
sion of the hnman intellect, 9 ^ necessarily to 
prevent the operations of reason from reaching^ 
their maturity and perfection. * Whferevef 
Christianity prevails, mankind are imifermly 
progressive: it communicates that just manner 
of thinking upon the most important Subjects, 
which, extending its influence thence to every 
department of specsiJntive and moral truth, 
inspires a freedom (d enquiry and an ele- 
vation of sentiment, which raise the disciples 
of Revelation immeasurably above the level of 
unassisted nature. 

The Hindoo superstition is characterised by a 
puerile extravagauce o‘f conception, as hostile to 
the cultivatiou of reason, as the enoriAity of its 
practices is revolting to h u nianity. 1 1 oppresses 
the former by its gigantic absurdities : it ex- 
tinguishes the latter by the cruelty of its rites. 
The annual destruction of female infbnto in 
Gusarat and Kntch is estimated at fifteen or 
twenty thousand^.- Tilt lately, it had been 
custom from time immemorial to inimotate, lit 
the island of Saugor, and at elber |ji^oes es- 
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teemed holy, on the hanks of tbeGanges, homan 
victims, or to destroy them by shai'ks. From a 
late investigatioQ, it eppears that the number 
of vscunen whoi^aciifice themselves on the 
funeral pile of their husbands, within thirty 
loiles of Calcutta, is, on an average, upwards 
of two hundred*. A multitude of courtezans 
are uniformly attached to the principal temples ; 
and the most obscene symbols exhibited to in- 
dame the passions of their votariesf. 

While the history of t|dl times and nations 
evinces the inseparable alliance of impurity and 
cruelty with the worship of idols, is it consis- 
tent with the dictates of .humanity, not merely 
to witness these enormities without attempting 
to correct them, but to of^se the communica- 
titp of the only remedy whidi is capable of 
effectiog a cure ? 

The base vmmlity» together with the spirit of 
arti^ce and intrigue, which distinguish the na- 
tives of Hindostan, have rendered it the theatre 
of perpetudf revolutions, robbed its native 
gpve^ino^bs of every principle of sfalnlity, and 
rend^r^ pmsnninSSf assassinfdions, and trear 
cli^j, fmpsdients so constfmdy resorted to by. 

« p. gS, Appendix. In a tjetter ^ 

Inttdf raocMAflmn SV. Carey, be evtiaiates tbe wbole number " 
ef iroisfaeniHidlf asm ten tboosand. 

t Sec Sopxterat’s Voyage aux Indes et a la Chme> p. 219. 
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the parties in eemtikit, that it is impossible to 
peruse its history i^itbont shnddering. Td 
affirm that there is nothing in their sapersti- 
tions calcniated to correct th^ vices, is liftyiilg 
tittle, when, in ffict, they derive a powerful sanc- 
tion h’om the maxims of their religion, and fhmi 
the character of their gods. There ia not one 
of their deities ponrtrayed in their Sfaasters, 
whose moral character is tolerably correct. 
How much Christianity is wanted to exalt the 
sentiments, and pnrify^the principles of this cor- 
mpi and effeminate race, is too obvious to need 
to be insisted on. 

That their conversion is practicable, is 
ascertained beyond controversy by the success 
vrfaich has already attended the experiment ; 
that no apprebeasions are to be ehtertained ibr 
the permanmice of British power, in conse- 
quence of the attempt, is mtmifest (Tom' ex- 
perience ; that to consult the welffire ofthe sub- 
ject is the first duty of the sovereign, and 'the 
chief distinctioa betwixt the exercise of 
mate auttitority and the operation of fawICss 
tyranny, wilt not^be disputed in an eal^tened 
age ; and that theChristian religion is the great- 
est blessing we have received, the most preotoas 
boon we can bestow, none 'but infidels will 
deny. It sorely will a sse rte d ,* thas we« 
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are qnder ksa obligration to comminicate « good, 
because that good may be traced to the imme- 
diate interpofitioo of Heaveo, or beeauee it ccm» 
tain«i||tbe germ of etenmt felicity; 

He who believ^^e Bible, ma 6 t know that the 
heathen are to be given to Christ for his ioheri- 
taiire, the uttetraost parts of the earth for his 
possesaion, and that tiierefore to forbid his being 
preached to the GetUHes that they may be saoed, 
is an attempt to contravene the purposes of the 
MustHq^, equally impotent and presamptuotM. 
M^et the potsherds strive against the potsherds of 
the earthy hat woe utUo him who striveth with his 
Maker, Such oondact, persevered in> must 
infallibly draw down the judgments of God on 
the people to whose infatuated counsels it is to 
be aecribed. IV^oever considers the aspect of 
the times, must be invincibly prejudiced not to 
dwcera the syaaptoms of a peculiar crisis, the 
dhilingvishiug leatuvea of which, are the rapid 
subeeisiofi o^umaa iustftatious, and the ad- 
Tancanmut of^e kingdom of Cbd. The stone 
eatemt echoed kande hae airtad^fisUehapon the 
ife^*mid mud m i t Hke the chaffs the summer 
tkeeshiagf^fhort tl|o natrt event we ate to look 
for >111 lbe*or)ler of JPtovidenee^ is its enlwr^i^ 
itself, tUi it ieoemes n great moemiain, ami 
fA« mheUeattSh^ htthem' tt peiiod 
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^hen tbe^vrofMigaElioii of the taruerelig^n might 
be resisted with impunity, that period is passed } 
and the Master of the universe is now addres- 
sing the greateet potentates htajjlp languagh^ eS 
an ancient oracle:—** Be wis^ow, ye kings 9 
be instructed^ yejtidgesof the earth.” Encom- 
passed as we are with the awfiil tokens of a 
presiding and avenging Providence, disaelyii^ 
the fabrics of hnman wisdom, extinguisbiag* 
the most ancient dynasties, and tearing up 
kingdoms by their roots, it would be the heigfat 
of infhlnation any longer to oppose the reiga 
of God, whose purposes will pursue thmr cmreer, 
in spite of the efibrts of human policy, whidi 
must either yield their co-opemtion, or be bca- 
ken by its fwce. « > 

All thatis desiredi mi this occasion, is simply 
that the word of God may be permittol to hare 
free coursoi. Whether it be consistent with 
sound policy for theBritidi govmument toenail 
jdoy any pairt of its MSHMUcea m aid edtha eaqne 
of Obnstiatiity in indiaviea queslMn whidi ki «s 
not aeeeBsai*y> tn dfisenea, aishito ia foienda ce^ 
fine tbeir vibsfo to • shwfde toAerathm, umI m-. 
quest merdf that its foacbssu may* qnk.be 
brassed os impeded ksdmir oitesiipte.'tebeMMBs- 
iaunicate tnsttttctioii te tbe «dinaBs.«. Befona 
sudh n Jfibeit^^iHi be>w«diMh ikm phaeiidfoi. 
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toleral^ mast be abandoned ; nor ' vtll it 
Im practicable to withhold it without exciting 
a caagttinary persecution ; where men are to be 
lotttfH who wdl^gerly embrace die crown of 
rawityrdom ra^l^ than relinquish die perfoim* 
abce of what appears to them a high and awfhl 
duty. And what a spectacle will it exhibit, 
fer a Christian government to employ force in 
the $mpport of idolatry, and the svppressi^i of 
truth. 

fostead of dwelling on the necessary effects 
^ sttchameasnre, let us consider for a moment 
the beneficial consequences likely to result from 
an opposite mode of conduct On that im* 
provement of character which the cordial re- 
ccpt^n of revealed truth cannot tail to operate, 
it wiU be easy to graft some of the best iiabits 
andimtitaticms of European nations, advancing 
graduidly througli an interminable series of 
social Older and happiness. Under the foster 
of xeligioii,' rtoson will derelope hm* 
raMHiPoes, aad phUosophy matmre' her fimits. 
19m will Ae advantages aocvuing to the Bridsh • 
interests* from n ehange so salutary, be less 
ctMTtain, or less tosportiuit The possesskm 
the .'Msuetludi will occasion sn^ an'approxi-' ' 
mniioia itf >tlie,^hs|»ts and oendments of the 
BBiisea tp' onr esvMdt will imider the union 
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firm, by rendering it cordial. While a totid 
opposition in their views on the most important 
points subsists betwixt the sovereign and the 
subjects; — while objects ado|if4by the oaptare 
held in contempt and abhorrefmfe by the other; 
they may be artificially connected, but it is impose 
sible they should be united; it is rather a juxta- 
position of inanimate parts, than an union of 
inin(|^. In such a situation the social tie wants 
that cementing principle which is requisite to 
give it strength and stability: it is a strained and 
unnatural position, in which things are held 
contrary to their native b^nt; in which au- 
thority is upheld merely by lorce, without 
deriving support from that sympathy of 
congmiial sentiment, which forms its t|me8t 
basis. Hence the precarious tenure by wliich 
Huropean states have successively held dolni- 
nion in India, where all has been submitted to 
the arbitration of the sword; 'where, tho» 
moment force has bemt withdrawn or relaxed* 
authority has ceased, and each, in its turn, has 
gained a transimit ascendancy, none a firm smd 
tranquil possessioa. In order to obviate the 
rniechieft arising fiom such a state of things, it 
is extremely desirably providing h be piacta« 
cable, to impart to our suhjects In the.fiast, 
some |>rinci|^ which shall (haw t]ieiit\hito’ 

c 



closer contact \riththe ruling potrer; and wbat 
principle equally operative and efficient vrith 
the possession of a common religion ? Hiough 
the universal j^jffusion of Christianity over 
India will prohwbly be a w'Ork of time, its in- 
fluence in strengthening the social compact by 
augmenting the attachment of the natives, will 
be uniformly progressive ; and while external 
tranquillity is secured by the superiority of our 
policy and our arms, we shall every year be 
making our way into their hearts : we shall be 
establishing an interior dominion, and may con- 
fidently reckon on the unshaken fidelity of 
every Christian convert. This is not mere con- 
jecture: for in all the trying vicissitudes expe- 
ricoeed by the British interests in India, the 
£[^doo Christians have invariably approved 
themselves our firmest friends and abettors. 

Though the writer of this is afraid of being 
tedious, there is another consideration con- 
nected with^e present subject, which he deems 
of too much importance not to be mentioned. 
*3[!!he possession of India, it is well known, is 
an object to whidfi our enemies are looking 
with eager desire | accoropimied with jea- 
lousy at that splendour which the vastness of 
our oriental empire confers on the British name 
and character. No efforts will they deem too 
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great, no sacrifices too expabsive, to rob us of 
so bright a jewel . What events may arise here* 
after to facilitate the accomplishment of ti|;ieir 
wishes, it is beyond the pow^il^ human saga* 
city to conjecture; one thing is certain, that 
nothing will oppose a more formidable obstacle 
to their designs than the diffusion of Christia* 
nity. They who have received that inestimar 
ble blessing, will infallibly cling with ardour te 
the people to whom they are indebted for it." 
They will feel more than a natural affection to 
the country which has opened to them the 
prospect of immortality, and nourished them 
with the bread of life. Tn all the struggles to 
retain or to acquire dominion in the East, the 
Qrristian portion of the population will, w a 
man, be the zealous partizans of Great Britais ; 
a firm and immoveable band, whose devoted at- 
tachment will in some measure compensate for 
their inferiority of number. In this species of 
policy too, in this most unexceptionable mode 
of ecmciliating esteem, we shall have nothing to 
appr^end from the intrigues of our rivals, who 
are equally indisposed and disqualified to en- 
gage in sUchan etiterprize. 

If we consider what may be the probable in- 
tention of Providence in opening so extensive a 
comqaaaicfttioa'' betwixt' Europe and the most 

c 2 
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Indent seats of Idolatry, and more e8|>eciany 
of subjecting such immense territories in the 
£a8t to the BiMsh arms, xve can conceive no 
end more worlp^ of the Deity in these mo- 
mentous changes than to facilitate the propa- 
gation of true religion. 

Our acquisition of power there has been so 
rapid, so extensive, and so disproportioned to 
the limits of our native empire, that there are 
few events in which the interposition of Provi- 
dence may be more distinctly traced^ From 
the possession of a few forts in different parts of 
the ooast, which we were permitted to erect for 
the protection of our commerce, we fiave risen, 
in the course of less than half a century, to a 
auimuit of power, whence we exert a direct do- 
minion over fifty millions, and a paramount in- 
fluence over a hundred millions of m^. By 
an astonishing train of events^ a large portion 
of the population of the oriental world has been 
subject^, to the conlri)! of an Island placed 
in the extremities of the West of Europe. King- 
doms have fallen after kingdoms, and provinces 
after provinces, with a rapidity which resembles 
fhe incidents of a romance» rather than the ac- 
customed order of poliflcal events. It is re- 
maik^le, too, that this career of conquest has 
pnifbraMy ^directed its steps toiriirds thoae paris 
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vt the earth, and to those only, which are tiie 
primeTal seats of pagan idolatry ; forming an in- 
timate connexion betwixt the most enlightened 
of Christian nations, and t ha iprictims of the 
most inveterate and deploraiw system of su- 
perstition mankind have ever witnessed. As we 
must be blind not to discern the finger of God 
in these transactions, it behoves us to consider 
for what purposes we aire lifted to so high a 
pre^inence. 

It is certainly not to be ascribed to a blind 
predilection, which aims at no other object 
than to gratify ambition, by extending thepowei\ 
and augdienting the grandeur of Great Britain ; 
a motive too puerile to satisfy the requisitions 
of human reason, much more to limit the views 
of an eternal mind. 

The possession of sovereignty over extensive 
kingdoms is a spcred trust, for which nations 
are not less responsible than individuals, a de- 
legation from the supreme fountain of power ; 
and as die unalterable laws of nature forbid us 
to confisuud men with things, or to forget the 
reciprocal obligations sul^kting betwixt the 
sovereign and the subject, we can scarcely be 
guilty of a, greater crime than to consider the 
latter as merely subservient to the interests of 
the former, livery indmdqal of the immense 
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poptilation subjected to our sway, has claims 
on our justice and benevolence which we cannot 
with impunity neglect : the wants and sufferings 
ot' every indivwlBgl utter a voice which goes to 
the heart of hulfonity. In return for their al- 
legiance, we owe them protection and instruc- 
tion, together with every effort to meliorate 
their coudition, and improve th<4r character. 
It is but fair to acknowledge, that we have not 
been wholly insensible to these claims, and that 
the extension of our power has been hitherto 
highly beneficial. But why, in the scries of 
improvements, has Christianity been neglected? 
Why has the communication of the^ greatest 
good we have to bestow, been hitherto frittered 
and ^jestrained; and while every modification 
of idolatry, not excepting the bloody and 
obscene orgies of Ju^eniaut, has received 
support, has every attempt to instruct the 
natives in the things which belong to their 
peace, been suppress)^? It will surely ap- 
pear surpHWing to posterity, that a nation, glo- 
rying to the purity of its fiiith as its highest 
distiuction, should iSsuffer its transactions in 
the Bast to be characterised by a spirit of 
infidelity, as though it were'lms^in^d the foun- 
dations of empire could be laid only in apos- 
tacy »ad impiety^ at a wopMtgt, too, wbon 
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Europe, couTulsed to its centre, beholds these 
-frantic erections swept with the besom of de- 
struction. Their astonishment will be the more 
excited, when they compareMpr conducl in 
this instance with the unprece^nted exertions 
we are making for the diffusion of religious 
knowledge in other directions; with the ope- 
rations of the Bible Society, which, formed for 
the sole purpose of conveying the oracles of God 
to ail quarters, has risen to an importance that 
entitles it to be regarded as a n»tional concern ; 
in which statesmen, nobles, and prelates, have 
enrolled their names, emulous of the honour of 
advanci^ to the utmost the noble design of the 
institution; with the Bartlett’s Buildings So- 
ciety, employed for upwards of a century in 
attempts to convert the natives of Hindustan, 
which includes in the list of its members every 
bishop, and every dignified ecclesiastic in the 
realm ; with the numerous translations going on 
in all the dialects of the East, to which the 
learned, both in Europe and in Asia, are looking 
with eager expectation. When poste/Hy shall 
compare the conduct we%re reprobating with 
these &cts, how gr^t their astonishment, to find 
the piety of the nation has suffered itself to Me 
prostrate at the leet of a few individuals, the 
open or disgvPIed eineiiiieB ofthe fiuth of Jesus 1*^ 
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It is iaip(^sBi)>le, in conneidon \sith the cir- 
cumstances to which we have adverted, to mis- 
take the real sentiments of the British people, 
or not to percielVe that the illustrious associa- 
tions already mentioned are entitled, on a ques- 
tion of this nature, to be considered as its ge- 
nuine anil legitimate organ. 

It ought never to be foigotten, in the consi- 
deration of this subject, that it is inseparably 
connected with liberty of conscience. Religions 
toleration implies not merely the freedom of 
thought, which no human power can restrain, 
and which equally subsists under the most ty- 
rannical and the most enlightened golemments; 
it comprehends, also, the freedom of communi- 
cation, and the right of discussion, within the 
limits of sober and dispassionate argnment. 
He who is impressed with a conviction of the 
importauce of the Christian verities, it is rea- 
sonable to suppose, will be anxious to commu- 
nicate them : he will probably feel as St. Paul 
did in a'^lsiinilar situation, whose spirit was 
stirrer within him when be beheld Athens 
wholly given op to idolatry : he may be touch- 
.ed with so strong a co|nmi8eration for the 
victims of rdigious imposture, and so powerful 
a sense of the duty of attempting to correct it, 
as to be ready to adopt the lan^age employed 



on another occasion—** We cannot but speak 
the things which we hare seen and heard.” 

None but the determined enemy of truth and 
decency will deny that such (i|^tate of mind is 
possible, or that It is more allied to tirtue thmi 
Co rice. If at this juncture, a superior power 
interposes, and says. You shall not impart your 
conviction, however strong ; you shall not at- 
tempt to dispel delusions the most gross, or 
correct enormities the most flagrant, though no 
other means are thought of but calm expostu- 
lation and argument ; in what, I would ask, 
does such an interference differ frompersecution? 
Here is ibonscience on one side, an enlightened 
conscience, as all Christians must confess, and 
ferce on the other; which is precisely the po- 
sition in which things are placed by every in- 
stance of persecution. If Christianity was eve# 
persecuted ; if ^e martyrologies of all times and 
nations are not to be exploded as mere fiction 
and romance ; this is persecution, and perse- 
cution of a most portentous character, being 
directed, in support of a system detest, 
against the religion by which we expect 
to be saved. Here are a people, indignant 
posterity will exclaim, who profess subjec- 
tion to the Saviour of the world, and hold 
in their bands the oraolps which foretell 
the universal extension of his dominion, who 



jei med:e it a crime to breathe his name in pa* 
gan lands, and employ their power to fence 
out th'e scene of his future triumphs, and render 
it) as far as possible, inaccessible to his religion. 
With wJMh' efficacious sinceuRpty, and edifying 
fervor, q^st this people have prayed, “ thy king- 
dom come r’^-^A.dtnirable successors of the Con- 
stantines and the Charlemagnes of a former age! 
2<laithfnl stewards of the manifold gifts of God! 

When the parallel betwixt the conduct of 
modern missionaries and the^ first preachers of 
the gospel is insisted on, it is usual to attempt 
to annul the conclusion deduced from the com- 
.parisou) by remaiking that the latter were 
{iossessed of miraculous powers, to which the 
former make no pretensions. That this cir- 
CumstaBce occastons a real disparity in ffiie 
means of msuring success, will be readily ac- 
knowledged ; but that it makes any difference 
whatever in the right of imparting instruction, 
will not hastily be ooi|$;eded. Had such su- 
pernatural ,tiibterpositions never accompanied 
tiie of the gospel, it had wanted 

its credentials, and essentially defective 

in the proof of its divme ortgination. It w*s 
aecbssary £or m new diapeiisatioa, when first 
uchered into the world, to be accompanied 
nwith- a dhred appeisi to the sennem with the via- 
ble signatures of a divine hand ; and it is ffie 



glory of our holy religion to have poaaefifi^ 
them in a variety aod splendour tiia I astonished 
mankind, and laid a foundation for the faifti aod 
obedience of all succeeding ages. At its 
trmice, such an (Honomy was requlpfte to pre- 
pare the way. But when these miraculous oc- 
currences after enduring the severest scrutiny, 
under circumstances the most fovodrable to 
investigation, were committed to writing, and 
formed a compact body of external evidences; 
when the supernatural origin of the Christian 
faith had taken its place amongst the m<tet indu- 
bitable of recorded iacts, it was no longer ne- 
cessary to be continually repeating the samn 
proofs; nor consistent with the majesty of Hea4> 
yen, to be ever laying the toundatiou afresh. It 
was time to assume the truth of religion as a 
thing proved. 

As we were none of us eye-witnesses of the 
miracles wrought in the primitive ages, but rest 
our belief 'on historical documents, it is uet 
impossible, as far as the trath of Christianity 
is concerned, to lay open to pagaiw>|tig||ppaurces 
of our couviction, and by that means to place 
them in nearly the same situation with our- 
selves ; to say nothing of that inh^al evidence 
which vommmds itgelf to ev&y eMmV comseieoc* 
in ihg $igkt This iaiMually the mod^ 



ill vhkh the ligfbt of Revelatioii has been chiefly 
diflth^ since the cessation of nairaculoos gifts; 
which, in the opinion of some, terminated wHh 
the apostles, in the jodgment of others, were 
contintieifihrongh the first tfatitee centuries, but 
are nni^hrsally allowed to have ceased long be> 
fore the conversion of Uie northern and western 
parts of Europe. Did the disciples of St. Co> 
luiiiba, who spread Christianity through die 
German provinces on the Baltic, through the 
kingdoms of Sweden, Norway, and Denmark, 
owe their success to miraculous powers ? Did 
St. Austin and his associates, who laid the 
foundations of the religious establisboients in 
England, make such pretensions ? 

To demand miracles in order to justify the 
propagation of Christianity in pagan countries, 
is to attribute to it a state of perpetual weak- 
ness and pupillage : it is to cancel all that is 
past, to accuse the most illustrious missionaries 
of enthusiasm, and the' faith of our forefathers 
of folly and^reduiity. ^he principle we are 
«ttem|M|lag^ expose, not contmit witib inflict- 
ing a stigma <Hi a particular sect or*party, in- 
volves the whole Chriatiao community estab- 
lishdd in tiie(|p realms, in tile foul teproacb>of 
tidag the ill^^kimate ofispring of ftmaticisai,1or 
Igiposture. It is cNiiy necessary fimr us to {dace 



ourselres a imag^ufttioii at that penctd^hes 
the fouodatioa of the Church was laid in this 
sad in other European countries, to perc^ve 
that the same objections which are made to 
the present efibrUh of jni8sionarie8» apply with 
equal force to those that are past. 7||iiNey who 
first exhibited the mystery of the cross to the 
view of our rude ancestors, were equafi^ desti- 
tute of miraculous powers with ourselves. But 
they felt the power of the world to come : theyr 
were' deeply impressed with the dignity and 
excellence of the Christian dispensation, and 
tonched with a passionate regard for the faq* 
nour of God and the salvation of souls. 
These were the motives w'hich impelled them 
forward; these the weapons of their war- 
fore. The ridicule attempted to be poured 
on men of the same principles mid^haractep, 
engaged in the same object, is, in 6uit, reflected 
on these their predecessors, and is precisely 
a repetition of the conduct of the impenitent 
Jews, who honoured the memory, and built 
the> sepnldires of departed, whi^ tllPy were 
imbuing their hands in the bk>od of living, 
projj^ets. We coUeet, with eager veneratimi, 
«thehamesandatclievemeDts (rfj^forst heralds 
-dl the gospel ; we dweU wi& eardltation on the 
itercuG fortdtiide dtey dit^ihlped i» encqaateti^ 
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of|pMitio|i ef fierce barbarians, amidst their 
efiTorts to reclaim them from a sanguinary super- 
stition, and to imbue their minds with the prin- 
ciples of an enlightened piety. We look up to 
them as to a superior order if beings, and in 
the chaiH^ter of the instructors of mankind in 
Oie sublimest lessons, entitled to a distinction 
above in Greek, above all Roman fame; yet, 
with tnefiable absurdity, and a most con- 
temptible littleness of mind, if it please Pro^ 
vidence, at distant intervals, to raise up a 
few congenial spirits, we are prepared to 
treat them with levity and scorn. It is the 
misfbrtune of some men to labour under an in- 
capacity of discerning living worth ; — a sort of 
moral virtuosi, who form their estimate of cha- 
racters, as the antiquarian of coins, by the rust 
of antiquity; 

Urit enim falgore qui pnegravat artes 
Infra sa potitas ; eatinctus amabituridem, 

HoRACif. 

I would <iaitot be understood, in the remarks 
inade on {Mirt of the subject, to explode 
the expecntion of iihe renewal of mira- 
culous agency; which some of the most able 
divines havoi unquestioatHly formed, firom 
a perusal of the prophetiic oracles. Hie 
ference I would Kiwisjh to estoblisb is sin- 
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ply this, that we are not justed 
ing the means of propagating the trtith we 
already posse&s, by the absence of higher 
succour; and that it would ill become the 
Christian worldulo abandon the attempts to 
convert the inhabitants of pagan •ies, 

in deference to the clamours of men, who de> 
mand miracles merely because they they 

will not be vouchsafed, and decry the ordinary 
methods of procedure, because they are within » 
our reach, and have already been crowned 
with success. To such the language of the 
prophet Amos may be addressed with pit>- 
priety;-~^oe unto you that desire the dag 
of the Lord! to what end is it for you? The dag'* 
of the Lord is darkness and not iight.'^ 
Cb. V, 18. 
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The fbnowing pages are the substance of 
several Letters, 'iirrittco in the coarse of the last 
summer, on the||[|K of reneoring the Charter 
of the East Iniw Cqmpa^, These Letters 
had the good fortune, in their ong^nal shape, 
to make an impression, favtwrable to the view 
ef the writer, on the mind of a distinguished 
Member of the House of Commoais, to whom 
they were addressed; which indoiced a subse* 
quent request, on his part, that they might be 

* Jk 

communicated to the public in a conneetcsd 
form, with sonul seatteted notes mi certain 

■f 

heads, which tippeared to stand in need of 
explanation, from die loose manner in which 
they were ortginalljr ^jheatod, A regoest so 
flattering the Author swUld^i withstand hut 



lie fears lest it may have betrayed him into the 
weakness of believing^ that the effect of liis 
observations may be general, when all their 
influence is owing to private and personal par<^ 
tialrty. 
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POLICY OF RENEWING 


THE 

EAST INDIA COMPANY’S CHARTER. 


ilWl ' •••I 

*• 

TO , M. P. 

Dbar Sir, , 

You cntcrtaiu too high a notion of tny 
knowledge of Indian affaii?, in supposing tliat it may 
enable me to aftoid you any material information on the 
almost inexhaustible subjects, connecting tliemselves 
tvith the renewal of the East India Company's Charter, 
It is true, tliat, like many others, I have resided several 
years in the East^ but have not biought away with me, I 
am afraid, so much local intelligence, as might be 
thought tp correspond with the length of my residence. 
This may be ascribcdjk in some ^ort, to my not having 
been employed in the service of the East India Com- 
pany ; a aircumstanoe, that might have opeiiad to me 
various sources and opportunitieb of infonnation, which 
are closed and denied to the merely licensed sojounm, 
who is usually left to find his way by his own lights, and 
his own lesaarches. But thoiAgh^this circiunstauce m^ay 
abridge the sum, and tfee value, of ilrhat 1 may hate to com- 



municatc, It will hdve th? advantage cf flowing fiom a pure 
lount, uncontaniitiated a 9uspicioa ol paitialitjr or uf 
piejudicT. \\’liatsoc\ or I posses*, jou have a rigbt to 
demand-— and t itnpntt it wtthoul fttither apology •, 

I entirely agree wijh you, in liuukipg, tl;iat the 
t)ti^tton of the itnrwal of the Cluster is agitated at an 
unfat out able season, and onda ciipumstapocs post ip- 
opjloitune 'flic confined state of our external eominer- 
eial relations, iroin the |)(pU^ieaI sitt{atioU of fUuopcy 
and eonscijui nt mercantih distiess, hate made our ma- 
nufacturers and uteichant^' tpost ati^^iipu^ fot the disoo- 
vtry dt available opening for tfadr^apd patutally jealous 
of every of ei^mskn^-. If is not to be wondered, 

theh, frum the ,KbOwu op^tiou of individual inte- 
rest, ftiat *miea sj^utd iutdr to f^ir supposed imme- 
diate* good, rather ^n to mpee remote advantpg% by 
seeking the^ extension of thf trade to India, with the ex- 
pectation of gain to themselyes* though it;, should be at 
the faa(sard of the safe courtwyi^ in which it has been 
hitherto conducted, and of bep^ts detived 

fnMs'it. Interests and |kast||pnf in motion by 
the iofiuence of these cxeiti^ Ofunids, h»$e ^ been, ipncd- 
visedly, ^d certainly unlittmttiocudlyj, aggr^tiated.hy a 
gene^'and loose jfl^huai^n of pp gf(«»ng 

rolour and^ counteom*^ to tlie, tdmjtoar,, imiversally 
laisci^j a flee aid o^D t^adeSf^ , , ^ 

I *V Ip*? 1|(C- 

nisteA^ out pi 

1«Mty‘rdatWiV, 
haw jth«w to dedane 
in fawnar af the to^thf 

the lu^ tsade i |hp^ atu^i dUtdaiMliu) 
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has been unfitMunately made^ and in so unreserved and 
unqualified a matiDer $ without any explanation of the 
policy inducing it, or Sle objects it has in view* 
Without a developGihent of tills nature, the |>ubiic may 
foim, ea ir is to he feared they luive done, erroneous and • 
extiavagant notions, that Ministers never meant to raise, 
and may not be peimitted to reatke ; bat which, whea 
onoe indulged, it wilt be difficult to repel by reason,, or 
subdue by authority. 

There is, apparenftty;, a tr!de and sensible difierepce 
between the Capectattons of the n^rcantUe Vorld and 
the Intentions of Ministers, so &r they are expressed, 
as to the meditated extension of the Wade to^ India* 
Each of these opposed parties in princtple, thougli 
they difier in degiee, as to the ^participation of com^ ' 
merce, to which the ptobhe odght to be admitted^ within 
the chartered limits of the Cbth^any: and nehW of 
them wish to imerfere, it ieetbs, with {lie ternUu4il pos^ 
sessions, or with fhe cshibiisfatnents, civil or rnllitaijr, 
by wIiSoh tlieyato govertied hod profcct^d/ The lattec 
they would leave t$6 that a commerciai in^ 

tcrcourse,mord pimhxtA with tUem, ai^d with 

other frkndly^ldeal tlie chreie of the 

pany*^ iKHiutkyiesC*^^ Sb {He q[ut^tKm, whether 
the Chatter shall be repeiv^ br not, is not Ip 
arise tiki dtac^tonj irt> If it dd, it wtfl not ^emingly^ 
encoaann^ iftay odntli^ifety 
mlned^ oifidl aldfca^ 
tain ^ 

of ^ ^ 

IMfe tt^^^^osi'^sincare^, 
that yop are not Pgain eapoaed to agy difficulties and 
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tmbarressnk^nts aboat the piiociplea t>i government, 
adapted, or snpfiosed to bH adapted, to the BritHh Indian 
ppasbesioBS— to the power to be lotted in the hands of 
th^se exerching the chief alithorUifea, or the rnarnet of 
ttshg it These, as we Bear of no material intended 
regulations, may generally he nndetstood as standii^ on 
a safe and fair fbbting; free ftom the reproatdi of arbi- 
trary rftle on orife l^and, and of oppression on the 
other. The revolution of the public sentiment in this 
respect, even in a time of general ferment, is not less 
complimenta^ td the national justice, thin it is honour- 
able io the East India Company j who, by a wise policy, 
in awarding* a most ample provisieo to tlieir public 
fuhctioiMtrleS, have removed the temptation to oftenec, 
and have Seemed tlie fidelity of those in trust, by raising, 
in every wefi-iconstitated mind in their service, so ge- 
neral an abhorrence of abuse, as to render the practice 
of itdimgcrous, and conse(|uent]y rate. Thus, from the 
acknowledged melioration of the* administration of the 
powers of giwcmment, and ithprovetoent in the condi- 
tion pf the native subjects of Iltfdlii, nd' nice- and per- 
pleirii^ eonsiderariout will present themsdves, that 
might l»ve tendency io khdte the established rule, 
together with the very foundation Of oor eastern acqui- 
sitk^ j and, evenitudly, by the dhaage and ahiftlng of 
power, from knoWn to dhlmdWn hands, might endanger 
and mrnrtttm the dthlj^cillfod pam of our own 

or^ntlhandlu^imti^tai^ ^ , 

Eat though 1% fill be rdafowiM time mad fmtu- 
nate occoml^^of the while 

devising or fixing a future gofemment fof Owr eastern 
possesaifmB, its deUbetmlaiis win not be nmmidmitiaiVrd 
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by evilb of another sort, which the times an4 circum- 
stances liavecngeoUered. If the ^gislature be uot called 
upon to protect the rights an^ itilctests of a distaut and 
foreign people, it will he. iqaportuned with a loud and 
boisterous clamour, ^urisiag out of imt^ioary pretcustons 
and gricvau9es, at its very dour* Hepce the evH escaped, 
may be mote than cpuntCfbalauced 1^ tire evil super- 
added. 

It would seem to req[uire exiraordtuaiy prudeuce to 
moderate tlte public .expectation, stirred aiyl animat^ ^ 
it is at this time hy public feeling; aiVi >7 especially, 
as tliat feeling hos unexpectedly receivd / a sttmulaot, 
where some would have looltjed for a cont^dve or check* 
Whether Ministeis, from a waM of conl^^ace in their 
yet untried strength, or from a desire .of ceuciliatii^ 
the public mind to their initiatoiy measures, at first mqan- 
sideiatcly gave way to the pc^uUu: pretensions, it is not 
necessary to examine, noc material in the is$m». They 
have since had time to recsopsider their act, and what is 
still better for their miuisterial reputation, and* .perhaps, 
existence, they have had an opportunity, by a dissolution 
of Parliament in the interim, of placing their power on 
a mom mcextaipud» if not on a more pemanent footing, 
if they have tbo wisdom and the courage to adopt a 
coiurse congeidal to their statioii, to act on their own 
policy^ unswayed b^y cry of the ^giddy crowd on the 
one hand, q^.jp(userful solu^tipp oa the other. Such a 
oouduet is more opeo to fdf^tkai, ficotn the eircum- 
wtantm, which % anodier ^m||oae hw ht»n condemned, 
that, thOuid^^cy the^elvffis to admit the 

paidte toitha t»de, thay have , 

set ItAttud t# ^y plata* whmh Ur Is 
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to be regulated, or the exact extent to >\hich it is to be 
carried. All that the Soard of Controul, shaking for 
Ministers, have «t present declared, is, that the pab)|e 
ahall^be aiiUaitted, bjr the nevv Charter, to share in the 
trade, vith the single ^ee^ltion of China, within the 
limits hitherto reserved to the exclusive conunerce of 
the l^t India Oompanj^ Hiis otmceasioii, however, is 
not absolute, but circomscribed by temuy to be hereaftor 
discussed and adjtmted by dae Ij^ishitare, in contem- 
plation of the rkhts of the. Company, already in pos- 
■ session of the eAre trade, and the indispenaalde means 
of prosecuting it. The^ is a aafe interval for re- 
pentance, wldcb, if Mlaistcrs do mK embrace the benefit 
of fof themselves, it is, to ha hoped, that the Liegislature 
wiil cmplosy, in qtrefnliy and.'caotiou^y ena roinin g their 
fpiestionahle policy. , , -> 

Whamvnr the vipws iff «4tisdmstrat\Bpsmajr be, it is yet 
to he learnt, what remote ndaantagea are to be expected 
heom the intended, toodideatiob of the Company’s Charter, 
for the pros|teet of presene good they profess to disnrgatd 
themselve8,>«nd to discouiagei in dtheis.* The Public, 

♦ whal XMt4JlJ[eh$U§ »» Wpt 

ef ft i&t Marcb, 18U. ^ ^ 

^ Yott justice 16 Wcoltc^ct, that m aB onr^wcuv 

mitii 6ft Iftiis ttic 

Ifttft tbfttjr44e 

Iqdic^ Ift of tlve b«i;o 

my <lwvtd, i^ik^ to tbc ooufttryp or to the indtvidtj^ 

i« the Wd certainly not yitit 

tbo Bw (wMio, 10 W tkntiih imht^ In 

Sna\% afl&nriUi^ 00119^^ fmm Ibr. 

beyo^ tt* fia^t of 0 W 4 #lj^t wsporn, ijiaj be ’ . 
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on tfa£ other handj ntidM’ iHflnta'ee bf a |>artfltl 
patront^, deimatid « firll, 6*e ^d' unbiMiDd^d 
nteut, as of natumt’ of ^ Uliia i»tit!nehert>f IntH^n 

Commeroe. They Ibok at i^fleotidg dn Ihe 

^leogtli and nature of onr iotcrcodrse with a vaeant 
soUnHopea to the ctdtiraiibn df*'eVfi^'j<dveiiturtr» who 
ahidl thiidi fit to oaitivate}fii-4i productive, rich field, to 
wliicdi tb^ have a right, hqti4lly with tine Cotnpany, in com- 
mon parceaiige ; and h^Ce they set up a loud, undented 
cry, as if it had never been befhrc u^d and Itilcnced, 
against monopoly and nsHtpatSon. * ' 

Yoa, who ase not onaei|Ua(inted wirii Pariiatncl^taty 
History, must know, that “MoMn5tei.v’* has bbeifthecon^ 
ataot warboc^ against tl>e C^pMiy, ft» more than tirt> 
centuries, so often as the renewal of thhirtlharterhi^ 
fallen under discussion; Md thatlit hiei alwaytfhOen put 
down, as often as it J»as been raised, Uy the Shice Of 
reason and sober sense. It has ^gahae# addttlonal streng’A 
of late, by the added rocifehttien of poHrieSh dp^cW' 


Intists, who in an indisorinuttatc zOal, wootd Confointldi^ 
without distioctigp, the Coini^ny's peculiar and qualified 
privil^s, in a eomhKS^ coudemnotion with Ordini|uy 
monopolies; which are and ever'^must he odi|[US., ^is 
would seewt to tp^e it nece^iy, fintt I ahonld ench»vour 
togeiftd, inUn^ nf this seinoathful and dispatagidf 
ory, whieiv hsMtemsT it ntay«|^y to eomhxoh tihfes, Oa[n> 
notittdtdi, in my hdiihhle ^ ^ neg^ulaiei^^ 

nfOnopoly of "Eiwt Ifodift 'Ip^nipany, ThM wilj 
to the qoqsidepdk»>i»iii|a whibb hiMfi b«l; slightlytie9tieb> 
of "tbn ^HistadUf of the Coqppan/ifISindew " * 


« *ihUa|f It 4be granted that iolbnpbd, 
tern fii nfMUsfty apd history, dfl^t circuiustatkcM* «f 
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the lise Hnd proi^ess of the British Commercial luter- 
course with the filast, I shall treat very generally of facts^ 
♦hough 1 riiay in<l‘ulge rather more particularly 16 ap- 
parent inferences from them- 

It would seem sufficient to assert, that 'for nearly 
two centuries, a state of commerce has been matu- 
tained between this country and India, more or; less in. 
degree, accoiding to the varying conditions of mercantile 
adventure from tljc gjjnins of distinct intermediate «era«. 
The commerce with that distant clime, from its first 
commencement through all its gradations, has required, 
from its very nature, a capital, than individuals 
could be expected to furnish, for advancing its requisite 
ends. At the earliest date, sd long ago as the leign of 
Edward the 6th, we havC to notif# the as.soriutlon of 
nobltmcn, merchants, and manufacturers, for prosecuting 
a trade with India, through the medium of a joint-stock 
company: And llt'is it may be s^d, with a temporary 
deviation in the yme of the protectorate, which was soon 
abandoned, has been considered as the only safe way in 
which such a commerce is manageable. The large ves- 
sels, suitable to the voyage, the Outfit and inuideutal ex- 
lienees, the of the OargU, the great intervcnicnt 

distance between two countries, thd ooiisequunt long 
duration of the dtftbrcnt stages of the adventure, the 
numorods mcans^ domestic as well aa fofr%n, abadutely 
necessary fbr eoftdocfing if, prbved, from the beginning, 
the impracticabilify of cferryCng on tfafe >t:iude' on the 
single capital of individuals. *' ' 

It was also frit, in the very infrney of the Inter- 
course, from ritdl nations, (the Pbrtugadse tbid the 
Dutch) being'already embarked in the sdijte ipeenlaflotii. 
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and fraoi their Iiaving obtained a local establishnieatv 
that it would be necessary, in order to keep up a Com- 
mercial coonMtion with the then newly-discovered world, 
free from interruption, to establish certain mercantile 
dep6ts, and factories, ou the coasts of the Indian Seas. 
These wore requisite, as well for the primary purpose of 
refreshment to our ships, as for giving security and per- 
manency tn our commerce, by expediting, through the 
mediate agency of persons on tlie spot, the di^j^psal of 
the outward cargo, and the provision of tKc homeward re- 
turns. 

Little time elapsed, from the first settJemeot of this 
nature, before it was discovered Utat further means were 
essential, in fortificaiions on sboT*^ and armed vessels 
afloat, to protect the opening trade, from tiie selfish arts 
and jtracticcs, and, in many instances, tiie open qnd 
daring attacks of foreign^ contcudi'ng adventurers. It will 
he unnecessary to recapitulate the various impediments, 
arising nnturaliy out of the undertaking itself, or opposed 
by adverse inteicsts, disturbiog and hajsardiog its suc- 
cess, that baffled Urn early c&rts of the first Indian, .en- 
terprises. The detail would oqly present a disgusting 
account of pirt^oal and morderoiu! events, tfaaf shock 
and shame hbrnaaity, and coaid scarcely liave wed toler 
rated by day aiviiized country, if tb^ had not Itappened 
at auch 4 shstaiBM, m to defeat any immediate eoatronk 
andif dmy had' not been of sudi abwcuMisnrss, hs tohe 
difficnlteven of trlief. It will be enough to remmhi dial 
the necessity of smdt defensive establishments called fur 
an iaereaicd.«apitai, end led, as a matter of course, to 
laiger piproasttile aaaociatioos. JI|'^narioQ a^as not^e- 
imred, aidms hs regard* co|hm|vohl/p«S¥| 
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the advantages of which wfic uot sufficieaitly un- 
derstood, or from Us naval powei, sucli as It was ajt this 
Interval, to put foj-th its arm to protect .the growing trade. 
The discovery of this new souice of ccnninercial liches, 
the pTO&ecutioii and the defence of it, m all its parts, 
was, for these reitsons, abandoned by the state to the 
enter^rrlse of associated indisiduals. At their own cost, 
theft own hazard, and for their own benefit mainly, but 
relativeW for the public good, it was permitted to them, 
with brmtdev or iMose confined pjlnciples, correspondent 
with the temper of the times, to institute foreign fac- 
tories, and to defend tliem by milltaty out-works, 

Loeal estahliahments necessffrily Involved the new 
settlers, through a community of interests, in the con- 
cerns of the neighbouring nationsi^aad moie especially 
of that from which they weic allow'ed a permissive /ight 
of habitation} an*!^ this communion, operating with 
other natural causes, had a tendency to engage them in 
mutnai defensive obligations, mid subseijacmiy in ofieu- 
sive league, wHh the surrounding states. Hiese, with 
oth<p cuneuning ciicumstaDces, connecting themsches 
with similar establishments, founded by die adventureis 
of other nation w and the eomequeoces they sppeiin- 
dttG«d,ljid, !n'j|u^ss of time, to iostitutiona of a more 
warlUte and ^eermined chwraeter, which (thai^ptid the 
pure priUc^e ei the ortj^al desigi^ and converted it, 
from a mWe eommercla) apeettktikm, into a political 
sblkeme, partaking more ^ k otv&ml character, than of 
a mercantile tfanaacthin, tHs and mixed s^te 

of indlan Commerce required a^sdll UMher increase trf 
p^unlarjf resources, 'fitted to the complex exigencies of ^ 
tWnCw *8^01(11011, odt ^I^Ty (i^mandmg a mlure extended 



capital to supply ♦hett]| but new c^onccssioas. ot\ part 
of the Govenuneat, and lenunciatioos on the part of 
Ptablic, tofnducp reasonable piot^^ed on so vast, 

so fluctuating, and so perilous a plan. 

Successive Charters are byauq^essive Kitigs, 

stamping the persons eaga;^;cd 191 this cqqamerce witli a 
perpetual corporate capacity; bestoyriDj^ on them 
clnsive privilege of local traife; , arming tj^cio n’itbs 
power to acquire and p^&ess foreign dqminbipi j tp 
eiect foits ; to raiSc armies ; to make peace apd wtu(, so 
that it affected not Christian Princes j witlj all the, com- 
mon and distinguishing incidents soye^ignty. These 

encouiagements, that mark the ace^^ mm pf the pom- 
pany’s histoiy, were given )iy degrees, vritUo the fi>eltt- 
sive reigns of Queen Ell/aboth and Willipu IIieTithd, 
and induced the EaiPlDdBn Comnajay to erect ^qctqrif$ 
at almost every convenient place of pade, washed jhy the 
Indian seas. The diderent moimrchs recognised in the 
Charters, from time to time granted ^by theip, 
ciple of a joiut-stoclc arid enxlustre t^e, as adapted to 

a Commercial intercourse with so distant and so petmir 

„ ^ * t vt if v> > *♦ 

lur a country. ^ 1 ^ ' ' 

*Tlie slrglit chao^ lUrtroditCj^^ the reigqs of Jetpas, 
and Charle^’ t’^oqgh * alfifeti^ the ffo^ pre-, 

viously estolidished ‘^j!!s»mpany^ ‘ ‘ ” 

the plinciple jusi^ asserted j la^ 


yiot v^ry matfyiolly 

^ Just i^eftodi ladtan com^<S<^ 

still hs^'ah luHve 

tbe^ mitiod at ljd|» aw 4uit ^frtaiq 

fds'omitk'w^ 'lcf'‘j»to“|m IfJ by,,ijhe 
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ftee tratle ifaa, ia con«scqiicnce, indulged and iwrsned ; 
bm tins failing in it& intended objects and opciation, and 
being found to be ^ctieally inconvenient and unwise* 
was soon after reliwitHsthed, when things wet'e restored 
to their oiigiaul state; .ajid tlic Ihotectw, though a 
la\ outer of innovation, became* on eonvietton* the fol- 
kwcr and imitator of the policy of his predecessors in 
•power, by gi anting an exclusive Cliarter* with extensive 
and libcial endowments. 

All the Princes, within the peiiod in reference, 
treated the East India Company with especial favour- 
stimulated them to exertions ia the prosecution of their 
foreign objects-«-and one of them affected to treat 
them as sm^ereigns having a distinct role, independent 
of the parcHt state; itefosing to tahe any cognizance of 
their acts, oi' to redress alleged injuries to foreign courts, 
arising out of them ; referring the foreign states to seek 
their remedy at the imraediatn hands of the Company.* 
In addition to this extraordinary mark of royal cour- 
tesy and delioalcy, the East l|ulia Company received 
a more adid instaaoe of atteatioa. frum Charles the 

* TfaerS taMmSt wf at a inaek 'later penod, 

wldcli pt«hi>>h>ariiSjOf Ifiaaty «f i*aTiB — 

aaiiatlneh w aotfetd tqr Mr. Ma< 9 hct«aa> ta M* taluaUe }lictor> of 
Kttr«p«se Comiaercc with Indio, psae I9t. To tk# Fraatfa Mfolstri’B 
rvqiiitMioa for re<(oniit£<w of cfitsia MerMaries, taken from Ui« 
l^ienohl^ltkr JikBeXtdSnfiM^aiiii^tha^i^^ tteied to 

(law UiacU tba foItoiKias aaklH^^^la^atlon and ‘ ^ 

» {tnpaetiny tko-n: tarritoria] seqa^iimt Hhe e«al' India 

♦» Company have made In Ajiilk, rt^hy tiMdte be 

♦» setiiN by diat omnpany* Bm cvwtm iif 
^ Wefiflitv in wk«twnl^ma|j^hr*hSl^rt^aaiitAcUwdn^,pr^^ 

*> aA^t-<^9iitatrbeIO|gl^0dml^id>natMa.‘* ^ ' 

* ' ' ' 
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Second, in 4ihe cession and alienation to tlteni, In perpe- 
tuity, as absolute lords and proprieunrs, of the Valuable 
Island of Bombay ji a praCtieai ocnnnieiit on the capacity 
of the Coaijarny to enjoy foreign territory, aeeorduig to 
the principle of thek Charter, the cessima of local 
sovereigns. This recognition it maybe well to keep in. 
mind throughout the observations that 1 liave subse- 
<|Uently to oflfer. 

1 hare fbtbome to notrae the raiietts and Huctuaitlng 
fortune, which attended 'these different fktages of the 
Indian trade — the changes of capital required ih the 
prosecution of it— ffte occasionai interraptian it expe- 
rienced from finreign states, that only served to 
invigorate its tosurse, and the (C^)08itioR k intermediately 
encountered from tlie British public, which somewhat 
impeded its march, but fitmtly reudered it more firm and 
steady. Foreign riwdry, timmgh the powerful me^diom 
of joint and oonst^fiddeed oampanies, demonstrated die 
necessity of an organised and embodied resistance— .cond 
this, in the progvesA of fehings, faeoame so clear and, ob- 
vious to the nieKKnt judgment, as to countervail tlse 
pretences net (St difi^nt intervals, 1^ interest^ indi- 
vidoals^'fiN- altering ^ course and uoodunt of the cn- 
terpriae, ty throwing it to the tskion it target. 

hsn heaa my nntdoavomr to trhee geneiaHy the 
gldhkdpls dnd tkcoeom Itidiaonommctm^ to {Hiriad 
At which ft is now arrifUsd, trouhling you whh 

"HKom ffiiteMtehl ciip^usishUine^ thin awfbfly mi|oie!te 
dfey stMcmcnm, mfA to iustain fim ii^dbiwoces 
4m1<m flfWn t'hiwb aa% ihiimfoin, ddliydd you by 
uccowits of pill^lld' iMhR hdfd ^ ^ jUmt- 

^ pimy at oArhiiA pmiods of tlbw adventunM-aor (ff the 
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direct Atid Indirect benefit aceruio^ to the imtioft «t 
large, from the manner In whteli it was conducted. 
Whet I hhTfe Wtheilo had in ^iew, ia, to deuionstrate, 
that CSfimniterce with India, from the Iw^ntxing, could 
not be carried on and maintained, from the iniie^ot 
iiattlte it, as well as from the relative state of thuigpi, 
at the time at WThfeh it was first attempted, by any otbf* 
mcdlOm tlian of an Cxrlusive Company : that it wa^ of 
Of cesSity n monopoly : that any other course of trade, 
which aSepended on single efRwts, and individua! caprice, 
which might be assumed and laid down at pleasure, vyiKS 
not calculated to the object : that at the veiy outset— it 
reqidred strong and enneeutruted means to force the 
introdoctioii Of ft that it needed a methodised, and 
increasing support in Its progress, which neitiier indivi» 
dual exertions, nor resources, nor humours, were capable 
of adMniStCring tltat these <muld only be supplied, 
constantly hept up^ and sylteraatically directed, hy a 
large mid wdalth'y association^ acting by ^ir DIrectots, 
under their joint 'dofisent, and not ou ^^e p^rticulai po- 
licy and intetesiS of separate private persons^ vvhlch, 
drawing distinct ways, wov^ jtavc induced Cndlea;; dia> 
tractidb, instead df j^e grcM upifoi^ end : that a 

variety cf stat^ietj^ad reen^nised^ frtnp ^pje, 

the prIntMb ci eaSiusiye trade, as^^ppfieahle ^ 
wt«Mou»tte ‘*^rita' India, imd fn^l^pei^hW 
managemefiif of Kujgs,,.?^ ^ 

on tlieir oduosel, had 1rav^iur|fd jH^m^le impanijy , 
mended; apd in of mt. wMt|i, , 

dictate^ •bad* cond^^ded^dvCn to dele|^ their jpij^ 
cip^ |treFog^tiV(»,“hjl)d 

to he eserefted (a Strmi|e and noWl experiment) hy n 
sul^eot-body-; that such procogatives were at all times 
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oomideied necessBiy to be «<WDiaunit»ted for th« »j<scm- 
iul issue of the advefttuie, aud, dctnaadUig aa enftkety 
in the use, could oat Iwve been placed ^ the hands of 
sepatate purtiiM, however respectable ,fhey have 
been, witlidut producing as chaajfCal^le a jrule, a^ there 
were persons to exetdse it : that there no Htsasua 
to lepcnt of the pWitcijie at first Uid down, tor thp gar 
vcnntieat of the Indian Trade — nor was there any devi- 
ation fioni it, except in a pailicuUr instance* and Cor a 
short space, and in an innovating age : anti such ton^>a- 
miy and occasional departure, so iar frono lessening the 
authority of the principle acted on, confirnto^, by its 
miserable success, or, rather, by its utter failure, the 
superiority, if not the sole fitness, of the policy, ori|p- 
naliy adopted, to the administration of our afibirs with 
the East. 

The first trade to India was carried on, as it has itocit 
shewn, by the means of a monopoly } depending on tha 
will and authority of the crown. Neither ^ connhy, 
nor riie crown itself, except perhaps in private presents 
and gratuities, and those of no ^reat amount, derived 
any pecnnlalj)* oompensatioa, within the periods de^ 
scribed, tor the aiioiui&eiNMnt, if the expression be wa»* 
rantable. Of OUT Indlaa Ctmsn^rce to an exgluslye appin 
pany. There itos rtoth'tog in jpoint oir tout to ahaee^r 
'Hve toundition t>f haiilSe was toim laidi to he built upcaC, 
as ; ‘an^'to estthH^d ,hg 

resources scnd'd^ritons, that^ul^^oni^ be afford^ ,by 
an hiUylu^ to^ Tlvh^^^atiim ^ huge ooidd* 

not edpeit W find ^top’wJvantr^' f^' 

Other iS^mforce, itotyhofutto i 

and itiiiiS'iiin'colMnV ^v’ in, the , 
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days th« Indlaa tVade ms made tubsenrient to the general 
interests of the country, by affording a vent ffur several 
exportable stafide articles,**' and an opportunity for the im> 
pOltalion of offiers of the most vital politUsal hl^rt- 
ance.f 

In proportton as the trade opened itself> it, in the 
same degree, demanded fresh cneig^ and increasing 
capital j not productive, in the ti&ual routine of com- 
merce, but to be laid out, to a laige amount. In dead, or 
slowly- ji'ieldtng stock — in purchasing and providing the fa- 
cilities, nay even the Indispensable necessaries, the instru- 
ments, the very implements, as it were, in fectories ami 
forts, for sustaining its first fooling nnd gradual progress. 
This capital was eagerly furitlislied, and in a way most 
advantageous to the country, it was nut taken foom one 
branch of comfeierce to be diverted to another— by the 
sttccesafol use of which little could possibly be added to the 
stock of the wholei but it was more than half subscribed 
by persons, W^ frodi Station, profCssian, and sex, could 
not petsmMdIy engine in trade'; and, afiriaage as it appears, 
by the sifbjeCts of other powers 5 lallwnd every one of 
these, however foreign their habits Stud their relations, 
were madcjlp assist in tHuluCtesdf au ehtriiiKriae, purely 

SettSonid, exclusively ^iish. -fiS the fveSent how, 

the funds, on which this trade is oatrkd' ^bcar this 
orighudly (fotlnctive foahtre. ^ • 

The sdcccssfal ii|^ditid#ofthe$e'fUli^ aur- 

turetff our Indian f^tade, had advaoood and matured it^ 
at the instmt cun&t^lMedfj that it’had gained'an in- 
tK^duotion warysrin^ de- 

- • t. •> 

^ •W«iasai«M»ic*t|ii. 1 
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•trab}d to iaiti1»dla«« Aod e;ic^ankd «b f 

taUisbnieiM^ wiilb. «o ipaltlSariDi;^ aind sq large an .«x> 
{nenditiive «Mt|Glaiid «n ft-^rthat Itjaeewiine *» Impfaiaaa 
naMjter «l *«rk|i l%Q»e^ten).$^ed in tlie i4mi- 

ture, wlietlner s]kh) 14. b« pimiaeid^ to ha p(»aalhie 
«Q the itrecarteos (ennm.l)f* it waa then iiald. The 
magottudeof dm ca^tkalensfi^Biy^ whh irPell.«grouaded 
doubta pf the effioaiC 7 of the RothI Charter, for aeettring 
aad'«andoidBg the fature adiMuati^a ot excluuve tradbe, 
which began now to be generally .ea^emodf made the 
East India Coo^NiBydtoinma hf obhuhing dye coshent of 
Parliamen,^ in.oonhiatoatitiB nf then iptwexisdag charter } 
wlueh jMroodaed, wlttii obtahied^ to |>tt.t thch possession 
on a more stja and mating i^ndation, and to create a 
third grand and covctod aera hi ctmstkudnQ. 

The drst Barliamentary aancthm of the Com* 
pfu^’a fffirtlagea ocftnnad ahsftly after the Etoohition j 
and whatever at^ilitg n« ether edtjuamges it jnighfi' be 
supfieaed.to imdiae to th<r.Oo«4^Aia]ES 4t inuf midoahtediy 
the etSfoet, )h»«n thft dmia to the praaeiati. ef hiseptog it 
muisr eonitotolkijHiai^ chntrpidh ond^r ^i|ie- 

tonl4to ^bwt itto.f , . ,s 

, I atodl •htot-feptory of to* new (u^^ttoal 

CpmU^t <|Mifit|dlitto«5rf»ton»d4Chh^y WWli|«ra toe 

tot -irto* •*'■ 

,, iftd) |u|fid|i9t4to^fl|»^^ iijr it; ndueh 

I* ^ )i >■» • * < , 

^ •tto* i p w toiaiitoi>t to 0H^ milihf- 
tonahe^ itotoiw sT ttoiiaHii^toHkt 

JNflSWp JlpWllif^^ *l9|Pr 

^IB miipPII ipP^Pi^ WfuPSI^^t 


tlie Legislatutt, tlutliad occasioned it, was almost, on tke 
instant, supplicated to repaedy, and which ended in 
bringing back the commerce into its first and simple 
channel, by leading, in a sense of mutual advantage, to 
the incorporation of the old and new Company, at the 
beginning of the reign of Queen Anne ; which Com- 
pany, so united, has contained ever since, by virtue of 
repeated Charters, and various Acts of Parliament, to 
carry on the exclusive Commerce to the eastward of the 
Cape of Good Hope. 

it would be beyond the present pntpose to go into an 
enumeration of the particular times, at .which the exclu- 
sive privileges of the United Company have been con- 
firmed, by Charter and Acts of Parliament, from the 
time of Queen Anne to the present reign j or the sums 
of money that have been absolutely given, or temporarily 
lent to the country at a small rate of interest, or withont 
interest at all, in comidaration of the renewal of them : or 
to trace, vntli any minute care, the relinquishment, on 
the part of the Company, direct claims nn the country, 

or the advantages rendered by it, by tbe sacrifice of the 
Company’s interests, undm- parliammitaiy stipala^as, 
to the paramewnt interests the Sta^e, It i^|d seen^ 
sufficient to tffiew, that widun the present rd^ 
the Company has contributed to the , e^igen^pa of 
State, eidier in cash payments, or coatri|>i|tioqj||. sf^ftfcely 
less direct, tbe huge aggregate .^mottnt of 
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Within the fntejrval, Imme£ately n^oticed, the Charter 
Was confirmed by express Act of Parliament^ not less 
than three times ; and on every occasion of renewal, the 
privileges of the Company have undergone an exact and 
severe investigation* It were impossible that any more 
close scrutiny could be had into the merits of any system, 
both in regard to principle, operation^ and effects, tiian 
was Instituted in the years 1783-4, and aftervv^trds in 
the year 1793, with respect to the Indian system? as then 
5*1 application to the administration of our eastern ^aflkirs. 
The Indian Bills of Mr. Fox and Atr* Pitt are fresh in 
recollection, and tend,* in their memorable result, to 
prove, that however two great authors of them migt^ 
dUFer on other points, they entertained 9 ne and^the sam^ 
opinion, as evidenced by tKeir respective ^billSj, thjsit a re- 
gulated monopoly, as estaUij^ied through the instta* 
ihentality of the East India tdmjpany, is alone suited to 
our Eastern Comnicroe/ Tliese enlightened and rival 
statesmen had not to form a judgment on |hasfy 
visionary data, iut on experimental grounds, from the 
view oi a large and disVo^red principle, in its broad and 
direct use, a long serie^ of years* However distinct 
add widle irom eatm o^er, t|ie notions of these eminent 
poli^c^s might on tie cf^city of the^xeemive 
of ty In^^a Company, ^ Ibr tke 

» 0 w^ere%oty,witli due eff'ect ta 
j^anSinship an^ govern* 
naent^ doubted its cpwpetci^ 

hx' tnahit^iim; libe oraatei % 

CfaMWi^iMid aaiani>Wi>y-»»t>t ; <«iocli 

or'jclstjce;o1^ 

lAUdi ^^warea ' by tbe'erown 

c 2 
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and the legislature, were at fiist cuiiferred, and ukf- 
malely secured. They perceived, as every discerning eyio 
must sec, the necessity, in the first stage of the British In- 
dian iaterc«Miise,foi united capital and united efforts, to fight 
and combat against the intrigue and force of commeieial 
adversaries in the territory, the seat of the intended enter- 
prise : nor could they fail to observe, what more exteudedl 
and more conjoint aids wuuM be required, in a fatther 
tidvanced stage, for securing the footing which should be 
adversely won from the opponents of the adventure. K\ cry 
Parliamentary provisitm, made in the progressive advance 
of the tiadc, duiing the thiid ®ra, the Company and the 
Ptthlic could not but contemplate as an approbation, 
on mutuie reflection and experience, of the principle on 
which the trade was conducted, and of its adequacy 
to Its end. 

The virtue of the Parliamentary sanction was 
seen in its immediate effects, now observable to 
all. It had given the authority of the state to the grant of 
the Crown— -it had bestowed a seeming permanency on 
the grant, by the frequent renewal of it, and bad sanc- 
tioned the exercise of the rights which it eonaeyed by 
Bumbeiless formal recognitions, ynder the fmtH and en- ■ 
courageasint of tbfse acts the Cam^vy enlajrged their 
views j they coatenfod not themselves with a atete biding 
place, but surrounded it witlwi circuinjaoaot dbtdait) f puf- 
chtaed or ceded out trf gmee by the local pn^iefom. A 
foted interest in the soil enfoUed on 4m Ci^pany, tM»t 
, only defence of tltdr owh tcrntorialpossesaht OB, h(|t 

•cdled on thw to, eoutribute toth#‘,4dof the Pi'ineoa, 
foum whom they derived tbmr laoda. iataar aervtoe 
obtained new ceasions i these ht Vtdttd #hd 



sequence, began to ckmnnd protection, and hence fol- 
lowed tlie erection of fortresses, and the constitution of 
regular troops# Tlie growing importance of the Com- 
pany's territorial establishments inflamed the enmity of 
foreign colonists and settlem, and more especially Of the 
French. As the latter could not make^ from national coti- 
aiderations, direct and open war upon the English, in these 
their foreign possessions, they contrived, hy busy intrigue, 
to stir up animosities, or ea^cite pretensions in the neigh- 
bouring Potentates, that could not fail to engage the 
rival European Adventurers on distinct sides of the con- 
iroversy to which tlxey were calculated to lead. The fruit 
or elfect of this policy disappointed the view^s of those who 
conceived it. Though It served to plunge the Company in 
unbounded temporary expense, and diverted their capi- 
tal from the purposes of trade, it tended to increase their 
influence^ by direct territorial acquisitions, and to raise 
their credit by an impression, which it affouled ati oppor- 
tunity of making, of their constancy and courage# Local 
strife and warfare induced local alliances — and their na- 
tuial consequences were a partition of spoil and of con- 
quest. These Called forth, in iiose, constant: nnlitary 
c|tabU^hments and large standiug armies ; partaking, at 
clrcumstapccs demanded, of a mixed natu tj|^a nd form, 
Asiatii^ aa we]il aa European ; the former, nunv- 

hers nearer handle being, a( all tipaea, the maid Ingredieiiit 
of \fhi^ch the aimies w^e composed. The military ardour 
.and spirit of the Britisb sojldicry communicated a part of 
its character to the native troops embodied with fhem in 
the same ranksj and, by tfccir jedpe md well-directed 'foiree, 
iihe Corppany succeeded ^in a variety of strugi^es, i^hfoh 
AiPt nece$s)i^y to a||;aiast foreign Eoropl^ 



}9ower^ ip congooctioa wifit ootiffif botb in ipdireel 
iiostiiU:yy (tod ia open «ad k^mate oonl^t, (U«tiagui|h<» 
«d by aU the &a$ar£s of pabiic and natiopal warfue. Xa 
noon of tbeae c»aflipta» oumeinpas aa th^y vrerfl^ had the 
Conjpaoy lepouvae tp tha patrantatata, either for pecuniary 
fesoureea, or for toilitray auacoiitr} aava in. the form of a 
atijpeodwry or auhatdised auistance^ and tiitaf* coOBideriog 
^e aoope of tb^ir owp ipiUt^ty estehjjafaaxtots, to a cotor 
paratjveiy amaU esrteot* In spate late imsunocat at the 
naerhliao of the Compttoy's ppwer» thay have theqtsclves 
returned the partial bppo which they had received, not 
poly with iotereat, but mth geneposity unpwaUelcdaod 
unrequited,* ip contributing with their proper and pe« 
enltar forci^ to the puie eoterpriaes of the state, in de^ 
featu^ the naabitioua purposes of thenatipaal eucniy, and 
redai;^og or destroying hie possesuons; 

Passing lightly over toe annuls of toe East India Com* 
panyy from the data of the PaiUamentary confirmation of 
Us privileges, as wel}^^ the acts have rendered them 
distinguished, X wmild direct your consideration to tha 
efiects alone, to which jt led* , 

U had toe imme^ate of encouraging the 

East l,Bdia (^mpaoy, pndet^tlie ip^^spect of a more regu- 
lar fiu^w^tinupd poBsesMon, to beyond tito 
boap^jaiillP ascribed to their fiictories,an^ in afayppr- 
(tole ta|:p, of pircumftaAtMs, to exceed toq narrow cpudato 


^iTfae exyeAnMtR EKiyt h ie jtrtMT (Mf ttk, a>% «lM>(^ < th te U S i » 
eftittArracliiBiulDBSeta^aaADwiWi admenwatuna H* Whsiakisii : 
tbec^risre DfCeyloa, fkBtltMpateb MStteaeatt, perbcolitrljr Ja\e 
and Us d«peDdaiciet,*o and BootlMm, Uia 

The 


ej^peasfs.nf we fcHy paM.jV 

«ii4 mm of Oimm n are 

aiidiingecierottaly ffispoted* 
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of tralr^ to ftntad Mt «!nl}nt<te (^its criNna ; contaiaiog \vftfi* 
in it not onlf dw first and na te fe saary means, bnt fi»8ent> 
ing tlie Tery field and sdttrce of ooH n ne rce ksetF. It had 
changed a meire casnal deoiieSe, into a fixed and esta- 
blished dominion: it had eottverted a penttiBsive tiade 
into an absolute independent eomiumce. By midting H 
an end, instead of a meaii) H had tedneed ootnaiteree, 
sihich was a -piltte^Hd, into ‘du ^nefity ef an aeeetsary, ot 
aubordinafeiiH^dentor oonsequence.ln the coarsenf this re- 
markable andanaeoidalde revointion, the agents or instru- 
ments wereraised, aS trell as the ends themselves. Instead 
df private, tmdistiAgtnshed adventQrera,pinseenthig fismr 
simple, mercantile 'speeulafion. wifidn a circumscribed 
limit ; with a few straggling ^ps afloat ; with a handM 
cf civU servanteon'shore'} and With a r es tr i c t e d purse ; we 
Itave to witness the devatfon of the East India Company 
to the pmndranh of sovereigns ; the conversion of their 
Scanty shipping, into a powerfel fleet, giving direct em- 
ployment to 8000 seamas, and about 1400 Commanders 
and Oflieent the constitution efa meie compting-honee 
appendage into three exteadre estdblisfameBts of enlight- 
ened civil servants t'a tniUtary force, locally created, 
vying almost in Sttengfli shd oiitnberii with our natfonal 
Anniai ;* a TteilittRy, reduced itftn :piiet en|^ peaceable 
pOtedssion, adbre dtan oo-extensiVe with the Mother 
‘NDounuy* With tpnpdlaiiony qftiadrntde in number tef 
nil^acgi of the parput statgi wi|di a hlmranue of fifteen 
aftmaaity j wif|i''A ontsad!^ actmelfyatiiU- 




24 


able, and employed on tb«se grand and eomisanding ob* 
jects, exceeding fifty-one railliuns sterling** 

'ibese ate the pkin, direct;, and discernible results to 
the East Ini^ Company itself, Ixotn the exercise of 
the exdusite pavilegcs permitted to it ; nor is the bene- 
ficial cfiect to the stale less essential, though, pvobably, 
not so sinking oi appaient. 

The state has had live good fortune ta reap, almost 
in duect contribution, during the existing leign only, 
above five ntiUIons ol money. ^ It has a security for 
paiticipating, according to legislative {irovisiun, after 
the Indian teiritorial, and other authorised debts ace 
dischaiged, and tlie modetate legal interest on the Com- 
pany’s capital deirayid, more largely even than the 
Company itself, iu the surplus levetuie of its territories. 
So that, if in future tunes, mote Income shail be col- 
lected than is sufheieut for the exigencies explained, 
it will go not into the coders of the Company, but iuto 
the public treasury. In the mean time, it has substan- 
tially and solidly profited, in the export of tlie staple 
articles and the manufactures of the country, to the 
amount pf mote than one million per annum and in 

’ ' 

• Ronr thiA rapit |hcmplo}pd,aiid ofwhitt it conmn, U diBUoctly 
stated ta tbe Fapdn printed foi the 'mforinailwi of Afc proprietor* of 
East fodha stack. Vide, J*sp»vs the Sft, pa^ea 

iS, 56. Tbs anmwit spaeidcaU;; denitvd to fke lunUap (%»>» 
trade, IS not l< u Uiaii n,n(K)/>0(d. $ee 1 14 of ilw saioe I’apeu. 

t ■the actaalamatmtofhi^ati^ttons honi the East India Company 
to Ow vB w eifr, bfeWdira die ydki* t» ism, nm 5,ias,StDi. 
Vide, Pspers respectiof tkv> N«jratiadep,|awk Sh, \ 

t Ihc average export of wooUeus, (always a losing traile) it 
1,139,94x1. All oi^ artichsp d« not enoned the 

omnal avertgevahie of )a«3,t3«>. ikp! Page m «f dw 
to fiMtltb Beport pf tiW Select ConndUee CkuwaMNs 



the Imports of fofelgo prodttce, m ctwtoms and excisrf, 
omitting smaller considerations, it bas received from the 
Company*s hands more than foui millions stealing an- 
nually-.* Tl>e country at this moment possesses three regi- 
ments of Mell disciplined troops^ maintained entiicl) at 
the expense of the Company, for its intcnial defence ; and 
several thousands’} of the Biitish population, moie 
easily conjectured tlmn to be computed*, ^te constantly 
kept and employed in the domestic establishments d 
the Company, or from tire infl«rciice and demands of ita 
tiade, not only hom biing burthen^^ome to the state, but 
aie rendered instrumental to i(sgood. 

It such the origin and effects of the exclusive pri- 
vileges of the East India Company, it t$ not to be won- 
dered that statesmen, like Mr. Fox or Mr. Pitt, though 
bold enough in their political conceptions, should not 
venture to trench upon them, so as to affect the one or 
the other mateiially. It is left for other times to demand 
anotiner policy 5 and for other statesmen to meditate 4 
change in our established Indian lelations. 

With what justice the popular outcry is raised against 
the East India ComplmyS monopoly, as it is called, and 
with what reason it is seemingly regaided by the preseht 
race of atatesmeo, may he learnt from the brief 
ceding account d the hiatoiy of the aflbira of the East 
India €ompai^* What ia there> k may be asked, in 
Ae Company’s excht^ve privileget, aa explained, that 
sbottkt subject them to the same common odium, in 
which common maiiO|Ma%$ are wont to be holdeo? 

* Tlie iltito In cvurtoiiui aadew^ tmuaudM h) die ydir, 
in Jaeaaty tail, tb 4,1^9,^. Sf% sr iff W Papers 
Ihc &c. ttt, 

t TbMatttitatea, toafiM>4eml»et^iimW,iadO4l0Open 
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Wert the CoMproy’s privilegei} in tfieir fomnkdoA, wr 
present expanse^ grattted as a boon from the crows, M; 
the expense of the nation at large? This I take to be 
the leadinf earcamstance, exeking hatred against mono* 
jkoiks .in geaerah Is thia feature to he found in tbh 
exuluslve privikges of the Comply ? Did the crown 
take any ^ag ealuable from the commoa posseSsioD, to 
throw it tritk q§ lavisii bounty into the lap of the East 
India Company ? This has never even been asserted. 
What, in pointof '£act, had the crown to give ? A naked 
eight to trade with a scarcely diseoveied world->-a haw 
pensissioa to seek a comatertial footing, by its own 
device, in a strange land. If the mercantile body of the 
community be restrained from competition in the new 
adventure, and has ever since brtn wstrained, it is out 
e£ the ordinary care of the state towards its eotninon 
membeis, in exercising a discretion bebmpng to k, 
is contruUing all public aCto) which may interfere with 
the public interests, flnie trade Of tile state, as cdl otiimr 
its concernments, is alike submitted to the government 
•f the state. It most be sqpuittiMiy not hs k may 
suBfdy nilec&'the comaaerbial put of the' continunity^ 
hut as k i^y touch dhe great tlte nation. If 

tiw latter sitteMSt neiiuim that the trade be eoodaeted 
« part tif'Jke msseantile body« faamiad of the vhsde^ 
(he less nsost die <gittee up to tite grthter interest, the 
society «f mentiiante^to tbe setiety at ii]^. Bbt What 
as fitmt oneweaseih H eoMiltetioii «f ^ genctal good, 
SDsy, wider otiier eirciitostpMNni'diad times, be'^Uteetifr 
oppaoite. It migbt he right, at $o condaeti the 
Indiair tnd« igMai ua exiricniver pcine^de, bhttdftea^it 
hid obtained a eerhdd stal^ity and matihkf*, k he 
tlteaght wise (oedtte litewototo imd 
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would W ^ enre oT succecdiof goveros^ents^ M 
times or cireumstin^es should appear to be ripe for dw 
alteration.: and if )do change baa been introduced, the 
necessity^ of it, it may b« siq»posed, baa sMt hitherto been 
apparent. But as it was the doty of |we«ed|ng periods 
to take care tor themselves, so it may be. deemed to be 
the duty of the present day, to guard hs own peculiar 
interests; and in the exercise of dus office, it is die 
toshipnof the passing hour to condemn, not only tbO 
universal principle of monopoly, as applicable to general 
trade, but tlie modified and regulated application of tlie 
principle to die exclusive and long af^roved Conunerea' 
of the East India Couipaoy. 

I have already shewn, that the strong toatxnre which 
pervades monthlies generaliy, disfiguring and leadeiihg 
dnWD repulsive, is not to be toirad on the face of the 
Company's qualified monopoly* It will be my endeavour 
to shew, in a few words, that it diffisrs as much in its 
tadinary, as Jt doep in itS'pninaiy and dfstioguishiag 
fisatuM. * . 

It is the pmpfttstipi toonopoly to acton a pure aelfisli 
pcinci{die->toahqaiBe tordtseilff^hcepall things to Ifsclfi-* 
to suffier iiopardicipatMD<i' JWow> firoai the fintt tothb bwC, 
In every ioteroMdiateatt^ tbe^pubMc has been ooBatb* 
totcd» ifiooft aMMcjnsi^^n toid^iuidsobsitaiitialfnrtmfv 
not in tbs linaea *ladt^ butrin sdl the bebafits, bo dMp 
what they ssiibf, the GtoniNHiy'a^ cesanaca^ 'fam* 
ceedings, ttbip'faaa trarersad dw Indian scaig m 

any period ^^itbe i a dcc n t w i i c , bstt aeone price has ha<aa 
paid by the Cen^^i;, either in the shspa ofi ccnapulaiajr 
4xp«Cts» 4 ptl ^tjpahttod, atonnttv' or inlhtod gbh^ for thb 

'Bsa fUi gain af anp 
p#tfQtqto:lH|B, A|dehMP>*peta«iabM to dow ia aawhiMi 
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direction^ iuto th« packets of tlie East ladia Compan^^ 
bat has beea ioipouaded^ as it vere, beyood a limited 
amount^ in the hands of the Company’s executive^ and 
subjected to the controul and will of the state* The 
Conapany, ftam the very outfit of its trade, has not been 
|>ernatted to draw to the extent of the present and imme- 
diate jHofits dcducible from it, but has been obliged to 
apply the mesne produce to increase the capital of trade, 
ar toenlaige or fortify the splierc of it. Ail its extra 
ace omulat ions in commerce have in this way been 
axliuosted and applied, itkiht purchase, improvement, and 
defence of its tenitoual possessions, to many times the 
amount of the prodtitiive comjmerml capital. Even 
large sums, equal to a national revenue, have been boi- 
vowed added to such gains, to eke out what was 
fvantiag to complete tliis nec^smy work which was ta 
rescue oisr Eastern commerce from a state of uncertain 
dq^endcnce on foreign [rowers, and place it on the sure 
basis of independent ubs^ute tenure; to change an unre- 
duced right, held in common with every people on the 
ftice of tke Mciivctse, into an nod private pos* 

sesaioit* in the annexation, even of the lesetenswe teiti* 
torial pesseasi^s, wliich ari now added to> and indeed 
form the very foundationL on which jam, Eastern com'*' 
aaeroei is Greeted, the state has co^utmod to nendhr tliem 
m weUas thociommrc^itpelff eoisuibiitabfo beysond a cer^ 
talok boond to the scnyfoieaof tbe^eoiOKiunity^ Tim Com*- 

imUinsi of piipwiog A fbeor ^ ht hi 

Cmtipsay 

alii^comi<k?reatlxa4^Wad«n oftirniit^iy Wjiacereary, pr d*»rs^ ; 
Ibr they luivc often, formafiy ayid woccrely pr«Qtcste|J ag^|iiist it, op- 
poiiirjon to ttie poiiey and act$ of tieir local OoviisVlitecat^. ^ It U not 

c<ii&paoy 

sh, or any ga nktalar imlBnee. 
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‘ioipropeily termed, luttf been a joint adve«~ 

ture, in \vhtcfa tStc l^ation has At all times shared the 
benefit, without being at any time liable td loss : or, 
rather, the Conspaiif has been the iosttinnent oi apeat 
for carrying on a lucrative ootrancrcc ■for the public, 
without any capital of the public at risk, and without any 
trouble Of management. ' Where then is tfie sense aud 
signification in the cry of motmpoty, as respects tim 
^Kast India Coinpanyl If tiiere be any establishmeut 
mote stiictly free from tbe demerits of a common mono- 
poly, it is the Very establishment undpr*contemplation. 
In any view', the most Unfavourabk for tbc Company, in 
whicli it can be tidteii, it is a pnrckised piivilege at a 
given price, fiaod by the ^t^lure. The Company 
has not been indulged with any gratuity whntever, at 
the expense of the pablic. The latter, surely, cannot 
let out tbe soil for hire^ and sot up a pretence to noldvastc 
it on its own account. “ 

But it mi^ be said, tiutt llie country has sot made a 
conveyance of the Indian ti*ade to the Coenpany, ja 
perpetuity, bolt si^ely «t term Pf yeuis t tiiat sudr tetm 
is noiv on tiie Pi^e of ^fdcMion, when the leased ngbts 
drill revert to the {Nd>lio, td be-^ia let ontor lioldon, 
at the (iUbtie dltturetion, in its tmn bauds. 

There <M^%euddeub(,4t#pii«u&iiil4««ftbeam<hn^ 
of tbd^state t» im d itti ei its awini genuft ; tiMUghi abundaut 
d^bk may bb sattMikliy eUMMahied of «he'>{iradeaee, 
ittuder eKfeting «icb‘a nasus^ios. It 

liKg; iio f^igoOm* >4n oeimidei^ the paapriaty t<f 
renetring or rdstufting the grant, nhnt has been coUatr- 
ati^y m4 hwAllly aoqoiM^ by tld: CopipoMiy in the 
.Auiex^ jftdepiMBiit ^ fom estciMlv^ Eight jpif 



tfade. In pursuing the latter, the Company has availed 
itself of a distinct capacity, not only co*extensive with 
the term of the grant of the exclusive privilege of 
trade, but a perpetual capacity, unlimited in extent, and 
unfettered in the enjoyment, of purchasing and acquiring 
lands. In the lawful exercise of this capacity, it has 
actually possessed itself of vast and valuable provinces 
and principalities, in which the most desirable branches 
of the Indian trade are cultivated, and are capable 
almost exclusively of cultivation : these stretch along the 
whole range of the sea-coast, from the Ganges, through 
all the intermediate territory, svith one solitary exception, 
to the Persian Gulph, running in a transverse direction 
many hundred miles into the interior of the Indian 
Peainsuia. 

Beshies the capacity to tahe and enjoy lands, tbu 
Coo^any has a farther privilege, equally as large and 
imboBiided, of a cor]^rate character, also, to prosecute 
its eennnereial speculations on a joint stock capital and 
in an t^grq^te body. The actual possession of these 
ri^ts, of att indissoluhle nature, separable and £vis»b!e 
fixun the r^t of the mere exclusive privHege of trade, 
whieh is tma^pary oniy ; wWh may be exercised by the 
Company, whether tiie latter privily be eentinued er 
wi^beld, and which, tf exercised, must make an open 
trade of less Mdatiee indue ; iJ a cireftaatistimce lhat must 
force itself on the UottCe OF the legislature, ^ it have noti| 
direct influence on its flelib^rarioa, wh^ it comes to the 
consideration of the policy of mitiulfiiig, or exteaic^ the 
Company’s Charter. 

It twin oot be, as at first, a quesrion^ whedierthe 
idstrumentality* of a '^regutated Compiuiy, or" an epeie 



competition, be best adapted to t}ie maintenance 'Of ft 
commercial intercourse with India. Things have under- 
gone an entire and radical change since that questum 
arose. There is not now, as then, ft new commeice to 
establish. The tiadc is in a mature state, and incapable, 
in the most sangnine minds, of much, if any addition. 
It is in the possession, piinctpally, in iiiepioptieiarrf po»- 
session of persons, not to be thence wrested, unless by ft 
species of violence, who first prosecuted and have iav»> 
tiably cultivated it ; whose efforts have created, aad madie' 
it what it is, 

Tire Indian trade ,then, cannot be resigned, it insy 
be said, into the Itands of the public, as it was originaliy 
leased out. It was dtdivered as a wholes but with a 
privilege to the Compiny, confirmed frcmi time, to time, 
to appropriate iliat, which must necessarily htpd in its 
consequences, to the appropriation of poorc^or less, aS 
it might be found convenient, of Uie oomniproe j i,fe*,;di« 
thing granted, inasmtich as it should d«jpeud,fts undt^Jtv 
cdly it does, on locftl or temtofial sovppeigvty* > Mot oju^li 
the privilege Itself, hut all the instruments a^d hicilitle# 
to the cnjeymhht of it were grantp^, to push the priyil«sge 
to its great^^^jpost^llte Territories, aew 

of levenuft^att^ plf bavq tu comequeoee been fWU-, 
4}uered the eye smd app«<d»atio» 

of thf gpvftipii^ IWf®iF ^ lueftpsi 

sj^^iugftfmifs gthl^sorefteigu gn^wi^, plftcn), wuieig 
or,|t>ti»erwi^.ftf<^,«ipt b« examiqig^ but actually, 
placed ip tl^c bapd$ CompApy. These tcmtmiitT 

acquisitions, as it has beta before .qhsen'cd,, 

(?oteequencfi tlte 

gtwto ^ul the <E;opuUj^rcial ptfifits qf tlje Ihtstj 
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•Company, and have engaged their credit to an almost 
incredible amount, in the hoj>€ of rendering them, in 
tjie probable and natural event of things, so many 
ccitaiii, if not new piovinees of commerce, to be an 
ultimate vcwai'd to their exeitions, in any adverse conclu- 
sion being put to their exclusive trade. In any other 
consideration, than that thesewerc an absolute untangihle 
property, in any and all events, it would be impossible 
to account for, or justify the proceedings of the Com- 
pany, on the ground of prudence or common sense. 

In the letter and spirit of the Companj \ Charters, and 
the statutes affording them their sanction, tlie right of 
acquit ing and possessing teiritory, and of holding it in 
perpetual enjoyment, is written in too clear a cha- 
racter to be susceptible of misconceptton. If tliey were 
not intelligible in themselres, the conduct and acts of all 
patties coilbcrned, are decisively in favour of the ron- 
struclion immcdia^ly stated. The Company in every 
territorial acquisition, whether obtained by conquest or 
cession, fiom any of tb« Asiatic unchristian princes, 
against and with whom the unlimited power of making 
war and pCtiCC is delegated by the CTown to tljK^ Company, 
has invariably assumed itself the conquered or ceded 
eountiies,' any qualification whatever; whether 

acquired by the sole instrumentality of its own armies, 
or in union or conjunction with the King’s forces* No 
paiticipatiou lias been claimed at any time, either on 
behalf of the ^ crown or the people, m a single appro- 
priation of this nature. The crown has not reserved to 
itself even a right of interfercBce, ia no other case 
abandoned, in the distribution of transitory property, 
in spoil cr capture from the enemy, to the reward of its 



own military retainers : nor has It laid claim to one sign 
of superiority, ho^yever small^ over the native people, 
that have passed, witli the territory, under the government 
of the East India Company. Over these, as over the 
territory itself, the Company have been left in the entire 
and unqualified sovereignty, and have exercisqd it 
without question or interruption, and have in consequence 
involved itself in all the wide and multiplied expenditure, 
attendant on the military and civil establishments, 
adapted to the sovereignty over a great people. It would 
seem impossible to disconnect the idea of permanency 
from rights, and the undisputed and undisturbed exercise 
of them, such as those I have just described; for it 
would be necessary only to advert to the effects that 
must spring from an opposite consideration of them. In 
the changes and accidents to which they would perpe^* 
tually give rise, to discountenance a stjipposition that 
they could ever have been intended for a transient or 
temporary use. 

There are those who might contend, in contemplating 
the privileges granted by the crown, and sanctioned by 
legislative enactments ; the unrestrained use and enjoy- 
ment of them ; the events to which they have led ^ the 
important consequences which they have induced ; the 
faith that they have inspired in the Company; the 
resulting responsibilities they have involved; the great 
relative and reciprocal obligations and duties they have 
raised, both as regards the i^^mpanyr, and unnumbered 
millions of n^ive sulgects : there are those, t repeat, 
who might argue for the indefeasibiUty of rights, which, 
if Solved, or dissoluble, ^ might tibrow so many, so 
important, and such conjBictmg in;terests into uncertaiaty 
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aiid confusion. I have not been led, how evei, into the 
general obscivations just offered, to ky the foundation 
for an aiguiucut of this cs-tent. I do not n>can to ques- 
tion here, or any whcic, the omnipotence of Parliament 
to annul those powers, which it has itself served in some 
sort to create, or to deny or withhold the means by which 
alone they can he lierealter retained. I know too well 
how much the iniciests of the Company, and the general 
interests of the state are internii^ed and depend upon 
one another, to contemplate any separation but on A 
good understanding, if not in mutual cousent. But I 
have dwelt more on tliis particular subject, than I might 
otherwise have been disposed to do, from the undisguised 
pretensions of the public, every where avowed, under the 
ill-directed notions of the day, to leap at ouce into the 
inmost recesses of the Company’s pt^sesstons, and into 
a common and unceremonious participation of those 
advantages, which have been produced and maintained 
by its private exertions, and its proper means. As if at the 
teimination of the Company’s Charter (could a notion 
so wild and extravagant enter into the head of any 
sober or reflecting being ?) the whole commaulty, the 
sum and total of the English population, the rabble 
many, and tV^ reflned few, for all or none succeed to the 
contemplated vacant possession, should be indiscrimi- 
nately let loose, without any preliminary' provision, or 
precauUonai'y measure, on the wide regions of Asia ; 
to affright the natives in their homes; to beard the 
Company in their dominion ; to disturb them in their 
possessions ; to elbow them in their pursuits ; and to 
dispute and contend with them for the ground on tvhieh 
they stand, Thkre is no poUtician^ however wild bis 
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fccUonie of Indian policy, however jealous of the 
pany*s privileges, and of the rights reverting to the 
public on the expiration of the charter, that can enter- 
tain a serious thought of turning adrift on the plains of 
India, so many of the British population as shall chuse 
to go thither ; or can have any other than one opinion 
of so monstrous a proposition. Yet the advocates for a 
free trade insist on the proposal in its most compre- 
hensive compass* 

But, though I do not contend, for it is not necessary 
to contend, fur the absolute right of the Company in their 
territorial possessions, I yet consider that they have 
acquired such a clear and equitable interest in thein^ 
by permissh''e appropriation, long tenure, maintenance 
and preservation, as to bar the entrance of the public^ 
under any pretence which the ordinary rule of justice, 
or the dictate of legitimate policy, can tend to favour. 
It would be much easier, I should conceive, to maintain 
the highest possible sense of property in such possessions, 
as the most strenuous advocates of the Company’s rights 
seem to entertain, than to argue in support of so out- 
rageous a supposithm, that the British populace, as of 
mere light, without any preliminary consent, or com- 
promise, may force themselves, on tlie determination of 
the charter, into the Company’s Indian possessions; 
converting, with the trade itself, the local seat of jt to 
their own use. "^hcre are visionAiies, 1 am aware, ia 
policy, as well as commerce, who make common league 
and war, under tlieir respective excitements, against the 
unfortuoate India Company ^ producing a sort of 

compound bostiUty, that savours more of the rancorous 
quality of a private feud, than of public and generous 

"n 2 
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warfare ; but, to whatever degree of hostility the personal 
feelings and resentiDents of individuals tnay have carried 
them, 1 have never heard that they have ao far misled 
them, as to make them wholly blind to the claims of the 
Company on the public consideration; although the 
nature and extent of those claims may be varioasly 
estimated. 

Much of the odium directed agunst the East India 
Company originates in a misconceived notion of their 
character, as supposed monopolists, in the vulgar accep- 
tation of the term. This presumes, that they have taken 
and retained to themselves, under an undue preference, 
wlmt of right belongs to the general stock ; and this cir- 
cumstance has had the natural eflbct, during the operation 
of the delusion, of arming all persons itgainst the Com- 
pany, who shall imagine themselves injured by ^ sup- 
posed usurpation of their rights. No commem pains have 
been taken to spread the Irniwessiim, and stir the jealousy 
of the public mind. But the latter must cease, as the 
true situatiou of the East India Oompany shall become 
known. 

Ihay^ shewn, and I hope aatisfoctorily, that the charge 
of monopoly, in the common sense and undeisttmding of 
the word, is not imputable to the East India Company ; 
that, although the privilege of eaclasive trade has been 
granted to them, it has not been stwarded on ai^ principle 
of favouritism, but mat of u particular policy, wbieh has 
been suj^poeed by the emUttitutod Uathoritiea, and the 
representatives of the people, to be alone applicable to 
oor Eastern Commerce : that sucAi policy hu mit been 
acted on, without respect to the public interests ; that 
these have been attended to in as direct a manner, as was 
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consistent with the views of such policy ; that in pnic> 
ticc or effect, the policy has been productive of the bene> 
fits generally expected of it, though it may have disap* 
pointed and defeated the views of a certain class of sub- 
jects, who, looking only to fiieir own interest, contradis- 
tinguished from the Company’s, may have lost sight of 
the larger object, the public weal, which stands on a 
principle distinct from either, thofigh reconcileable, m 
fact, with the good of both. Whatever the differences of 
the opposed parties may be, whatever remedies they are 
capable of, and whatever consequences they may in- 
duce, it will not be fingotten in the Parliamentary diicus- 
^n, 'now fast approaching, in considering the merits 
of each, that there is athird party to be regarded, more 
interestiogtban the other two. Much is to he recon- 
ciled between the great body of die Merchants and Ma- 
nufactorers of the United KingdoKi and the fikist India 
Company, but more between these two warring and con- 
flicting interests, and the country at large. 

It will be for Pariiament in its general wisdom, and ge- 
neral oontroul, to interpose in, and moderate these adverse 
pietenrions. Itis already called upon by the East India Com- 
pany, to determine its future functions and the character 
it shall biSar in the administration of our Eastern Affiurs. 
It will be for Parliament ^ decide, whether the whole 
i^em of our Indian Government shall be recast, for the 
tdee of favourii^ a speculative policy, or whether it shall be 
tetained in its primitive shape and spirit, vrith such easy, 
practice alterations as may he found necessary, from the 
<^nge of times and circumstances, 

Hhe Company have at least a title of long undistwbed 
poueHioB,«nd of repeated recognition ; a ground, tenahic 
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against ail claimants, who cannot discover a better title. 
Before it can be dispossessed of what it it will be 

incumbent onthose^ whowisfa to oust the Company from 
its possessory rights, to shew a preferable title. They 
tnust succeed,* too, if they ever do succeed, by the strength 
of tlieir own claims, not by the slander of the Company’s 
pretensions, k will be in vdin for them to aim at the 
delusion of the Houaii 6f Commons, by exhausting all 
the arguments, that speculative minds have raised against 
monopolies, their unfavourable bearing on public im-^ 
pitivements, and their unfitness, compared with indivi^ 
dual exertions, to the due extension of commerce. The 
answers to these objertious may be fohnd, riot only in 
the peculiarity of the Company’s monopoly, the particular 
nature of its objects, hhd the limited extent of it, but in 
the sanction it has received from the approbation of so 
many authorities, and from' the test of long experiment. 

If, however, the arguments against the Company’s 
exclusive trade presented theitiselves for the first time, 
they arc not so authoritative as to repel all question. It 
may be true, that the country would derive greater bene- 
fit from the piirsoit of an opte, ordinarjT commerce, by 
the exertion of the whole comitjuhity, in separate and 
individual enterprise, than by the industry of any given 
liumberof persons in a joint capacity, It maybe true, 
that the veTy^'^Siture of joint^ade excludes the idea of 
thi^ thrift and oeconomy, which is practised by single 
adventurers; and that it Holds not out that constant 
fitimuJiMS, m the shape of sok and direct profits, to the 
furtherance of every separate mercantile scheme. That 
it may be hence expected, that an individual will be more 
jaCtive and inquisitive, a Company more indoleiit and 
^iireless j that the one will create mercantile ; 
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the other may neglect those which are present to 
their hands. But giving due Weight to every one of these 
suggestions^ they decide nothing in the instance to wliich 
they are applied. * 

The Indian trade, from the first moment It was 
pursued, to the present hour, could not be considered as 
an ordinary trade, nor could it be followed in the or- 
dinary course. Obstacles were opposed to it, both at the 
beginning, and in its whole progress, that called for 
more general exertions and for larger capital than . indi- 
viduals could supply. The trade, even at its ma- 
turity, 16 of a limited and delicate kind ; and though 
it might possibly have been enlarged by the commercial 
sscal and enterprize of individuals, it also might have been 
<cndangered by the same means* JBagemess and excess 
of zeal might have crushed a commerce, in its birth, 
which is admitted on all sides to be of a puny and curi- 
vous texture. The trade of India, like all great under- 
takings, depended for success, on a regular and orderly 
prosecution of it, not on a sudden and instantaneous im- 
pulse; more oh perseverance, than immediate force* 
individual zeal, directed by individual interest, and act- 
ing on its own principle, looks only to its own good, is 
abated by every disappoinlSnent, and overwhelmed by 
the defeat of its adventure : let it be ever ^ prospfrous^ 
it aims but at a single objcct-^-it begins and ^ds with itself* 
The views, on the contrary, of an united body of Mer^*- 
chaiits, such as the East India Company, me more large 
and combined— the spirit which is called into exercise is 
of the same kind ; it is not to be raised or disconcerted 
by any one event, for it pursues its ends, not by fits and 
starts, hut by organised and systematic means ; in its 
success it is not elated into extraordinary speculations ; 
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in adversity, as its losses are divisible and shared, it falls 
not into despondence or despair ; it looks not for imme^ 
diate, but ultimate gain; and therefore does not antici- 
pate it, on any single necessit]^ or occasion, but patiently 
awaits it as a conclusion of the whole. If one would 
seem to be more active, the other is more patient and 
enduring ; if one be more adventurous, the other is more 
secure. If the one may achieve more individual gain-— 
the other, it may be inferred, from the stability of its un- 
dertakings, may more promote the interests and the 
{service of the state. 

Not wishing to dwell on the obvious advantages, 
which a Joint Stock Company must possess, over insulated 
jid\ enturers, in a slow and distant trade, requiring a large 
capital, and growing expense, I shall labour not to esta- 
blish a position, which would seem sufficiently self- 
evident; that if the East India Company has some disqua- 
lifying properties inherent in its constitution, in common 
with other joint companies, for prosecuting the trade with 
India, it has at least some qualifications Of its own, that 
have tended to facilitate our early commercial intercourse 
with that country ; have maintained and preserved it in 
its progres^ and have brought it to its present per- 
fectly^ whatever that may be. It has presumption and 
prescription in its favour, and is not to be defeated by op- 
posite presumptions, carrying w^th tliem neither age, ex- 
perience, nor authority* 

They who seek the overthrew of the Company's privi- 
leges, must prove, that they do not answer the ends for 
which they were granted ; or that diose ends would be 
more largely advanced by a different disposition of 
tiungs j or, in "othi^T words, that the interest of the 
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country are not consulted^ as originally intended, in the 
mode of carrying on tlie commerce with India, through 
the medium of the Company ; but would be beneficially 
increased^ by throwing open the doors of the trade to the 
general body of its merchants. 

The firsyjr negative position need not be examined. 
It is from its nature incapable of proof. If the latter 
or affirmative proposition be established, it would seem ne- 
cessarily to include what is predicated in the first. If the 
trade to India be capable of increase, in any considerable 
degree, so as to render it important in a national point of 
view, by the admission of the mercantile community to 
the participation of it, it would seem to follow, that the 
interests of the country are not served, as suggested, by 
suffering the trade to remain exclusively in the hands of 
the East India Company. There are, however, other 
great and leading considerations, involved in the proposi- 
tion, that I have touched upon elsewhere, which are 
not to be overlooked, but which I wish not to repeat, being 
anxious to proceed to the examination of the question^ 
whether the public interests are likely to be increased and 
sustained, as it is assert^, by an open and indiscriminate^ 
instead of a restricted and regulated trade. 

It will be the business of those, who wish to drive the 
Company from Its possessions, to shew to the conviction 
of the House o£ Commons, ere it can i^ction any ma- 
terial innovation, that the British Asiatic dominions may 
be made more useful and profitable to the parent state, 
than under the exclusive Government, political as well 
as commercial, but more especially the latter, of the 
East India Company. It is theirs to prove, an indispen- 
sable task, that oar eastern conamerce is now depressed^ 



42 


m the hands and management of the Company ; that it 
admits of extension, and would be extended on other prin- 
ciples of management ; that the great body of our maiui- 
jfaeturers and merchants would be benefited, and the 
public revenue consequently augmented, proportionately 
with the success of their eflbrts, in extendii^ the scope of 
trade* 

lam free to confess, that if the opposers of the Com- 
pany’s charter should sncceeckin establishing these vari- 
ous grounds, there could be no serious denial of the 
right, respecting still the Company^ separate acquirements, 
for which they principally and strenuously contend* But 
as the consequence would be so serious to the Company, 
and the country itself, the conclusions insisted on will be 
investigated, in all their relations, as thoioughly as the facts 
and premises from which they are supposed to be deducible; 
All the stale arguments against monopolies-— all tlie novel 
speculations arising out of loose, undefined principles— 
the laws and maxims of general political economy, will 
be regarded only, as they shall be found to adapt them- 
selves to the object, on which they are supposed to bear. 
They may be truisms in general application, but un- 
founded and fallacious in reterence to the paitlcular case. 

The commerce with India, say they who are advocates 
for a free trade, is fjmitful and inexhaustible in itsr objects, 
and immeasurable in extent. It affords a wide field for 
the exportation of our manufactures, a most valuable and 
never-failing ret^rp of , native local product and the ex- 
changeable workf of art, which would lead, if properly 
managed, to the encouragepifnt irf our mechanids and: 
artlsaris, in the sale of their superabundant store, and in 
the supply of materials for fresh and future labour— « 
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consequent employment for the capital and exertion of 
cur merchants, with all the resulting national beoeiits 
following and flowing in natural course : that this com- 
merce, if rightly understood, has not been adequately main- 
tained by tlie East India Company ; that neither its capacity, 
capital, nor constitution, is calculated to embrace a com- 
merce of such variety and magnitude ; that it has, there- 
fore, been neglected, or not sufficiently cultivated^ and 
suffered to rcmaio a waste, evert at a season of unparal- 
leled commercial distress,^hen our manufacturers and 
merchants are drooping and decaying for the want of op- 
portunities of exercising their particular callings. 

The latter melancholy circumstance has had an undue 
operation, it is to be feared, on the public mind, in its 
view of our existing eastern commerce. Tlie temporary 
sufferings of the manufacturing and mercantire interests, 
appear to have excited a jealousy against a branch of com- 
merce, which is least of all afifected by the Causes, that have 
diminished for a while our other mercantile outlets and re- 
sources; and to have given an impoitance, an ideal, not a 
real consequence to it, which never has, and never can 
belong to it. Hertce it has been heightened ip a fanciful 
degree, to the eyes of those, who covet, and sunk, in the 
same proportion, and under the same influence, in the 
hsmd which possesses it. 

The truth is^ as is shewn by the well inonm and au- 
thenticated history of British Indian commerce, that, 
with however an extensive track of country it is main^ 
taioed, and with however namerotts a pcqp«dat!on it com- 
maoicates^ it haa |}eeQ of aecoildary or little value^ as a 
trade expoxt; ia which it is parlicuhiriy 
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respected, in the extraordinary notions, now entertained 
of it. * 

The Indian trade, in its incipient state, was almost 
entirely carried on by the medium of bullion, which is 
bo inconsiderable ingredient in its support, in its present 
more perfect condition. By the subsequent care and 
policy of the Legislature, by the correspondent attention 
of the East India Company, and, moreover, by the fa- 
vourable form of its constitution, that could submit to 
such a sacrifice, the natural^limited outward commerce 
has been extended, at the s<de expence of thq Company, 

* The factU establifthcd^ beyond all controversy > in' the genuine bis^ 
tnry of Indian commerce ; submitted by the Select ConmiUtee nf the 
Court of Directors, and annexed to the Supplement to the Fourth 
Repott of the Committee of the House of Commons, on the ASahrs of the 
East India Company. The Report abundantly shews, 

** That India, under Asiatic Sovermgns, never had any capital of its 
own, applicable to European commerce.* 

That the cative inhabitants never had any genius or ttcHnation for 
distant enterprises. ** 

Tliat the manufactures, in European demand, were set on foot, 
at onr first intercourse with India, by money exported from Rnrope.” 

** the date of our territorial possessions, the private for- 

tunes of individuals, and the tribute of India, have genierally Ihrsislied 
the capital for exports.’’ 

** That there is no capitsd in the hands of the natives, fi»rtiieexteu- 
Monof exports firom India.** * 

^ And that^e vent ior Eoiopeaa^nmiri^mtitres h Imdled and inca- 
pable of extensimii firom physical; as well as moral eaxtses/* 

Every mm of these positions m owt by aoidaiheiovy evidence, 
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by a regular and large export of th^ first staple article 
of the country, in a fixed quantity of wrought woollens.* 
Except in the instance of unWrought metal there is no 
other branch of export, as relates to the native population 
of India, that is mention. 

Hie private tradil||i&'ittie Company’s maritime of- 
ficers need not be tidcdlrinto the account ; as it is con- 
fined solely to the use and consumption of British sub- 
jects, under a licensed r^idence in India, and for the 
most part retained in the Company’s civil and military 
service, and to a mere handful of the descendants of 
foreign Europeans, Portuguese and Dutch, thinly scat- 
tered at the different Indian Presidencies. This species 
of commerce is liable to the same consideration with 
domestic trader It is a consumption of our own manu- 
factures by our own subjects, with little modification. 
It admits not of material increase, and in what it may be 
increased, it is in so much a diminution of the con- 
sumption of the like manufactures at home. If it be 
tbouglilt that :the manufactures of India may usurp or 
supply Ae pkee, in some respects, of articles of British 
workmanship, the advantage may be undei*stood as more 
than Compensated, in the unproved ability of European 


trhidi woald s««m irrefriigable. Vidi page 16 > et of the 

mailt to tha Appendix to tlic Fcmrth fteport \ and ttm l^ter of liw 
Cindnsan and Bepnty Ghairtnan of the Fast Ihdta Compahy^ to th« 
Rlfht K. Ibiadas, jiw end of the papers respecting 

the negotieti^, See. pufaHsl^ by Biack and Parry j octavo edition,. 

^ export, woollens exceeds one inillioa. TUdf 

tboagh pmcHbed at by Charter, has of late kept 
ha a spirit of patriotlaai, or in the pure bounty of the Company. 
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residents, from local employment and gains, to pnrclMtstf 
and consume a greater quantity of tlieir own native pro-® 
ducts and commodities, that will have contributed in a 
larger degree to the beneht of the mother country^ by 
the circumstance and conse^eif^ ot their transit to 
India, through the niercantilC;^|wf}^s which they shall 
Lave intermediately answered, 

What has been said of the Indian trade^ as it re-? 
gards our own country, is referable to all the countries 
and states, that have at any time engaged in it. The 
very genius and rmture of the trade forbid any extent of 
exports. It is the reverse of a trade of barter, or mutu- 
ation, or exchange of commodities. The history of the 
Dutch and French adventurers and companies, and of 
the tnoie recent mercantile schemes of the Americans, 
is in proof and coitfirmation of this assertion ; which, it 
is conceived, is not liable to any serious or specious 
question. Have the old and new worlds, who have kept 
up a commercial interewrse with India, been alike de- 
ceived in the capacity of the trade ? All equally blind to 
the discernment of their own interests in the prosecutimi 
of it? Or has any afresh light, and /^h^, broken -in 
upon us from the surrounding cloud of uttar and impe^ 
netrable darknes^l Yes ! a new Sun has shone, not on 
India, but on Britain — not a natural, but a pcditical 
light, which has discovered darkless and the error of 
our ways. A band of political economists,^ rushing 
newly from the schools, ha^ ^empted. to iilumine ouir 
ignorance, by showiii^ us, tba^ according to tiwrir philp-* 
sophyi we have mist^en j^he 
merce itself, and are hewiUk 

mode and principle of conduc^g it. That the field of 
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commerce is wide and wide enougli, but that it is ruined 
by the manner of cultivation. To see how their axioms 
are established, it may be necessary to observe on the 
reasoning, and the facts by which they are supported. 

The chief arguments adduced in favour of tH ca- 
pacity of the Indian trade, arise out of principles sup- 
jioscd to be long established, and therefore familiar to com- 
merce in general, without adverting to the dissimilllude 
of Indian commerce with that of other countries^ 
Much of the fallacy in the arguments that have been 
offered on tlie subject, has its origin in tl\e funda- 
mental error of assuming, that the manners, habits, and 
wants, of the mitivcs of India, are the same witli those 
of the inhabitants of countries, with whom a closer and 
nearer Interest has been maintained in the ordinary 
commcrciiil course. But one might as well attempt to 
include all the wants and necessities of every people on 
the face of the habitable world in one term and de- 
scription, and to provide for them by a single con- 
trivance, as to lay down any general rule which should 
apply invariably to alL 

There may be modes, it is true, more favourable 
than Olivers, for facilitating and speeding the slow march 
of commerce } and these * may have been so much ap- 
proved in their experiment, as to afford the grounds of 
commercial maxims; but then they all presume, ^hat is 
not admitted here, as r^ards our export commerce, the 
capacity ot extensive Particular means may 

spread and scatter Commerce where it preHously exists ; 
but they will not create It where it does not. 

All barter most dej>end, it is r^nteired, on tlie pe- 
culiarity of the patties dealing togetbs!^, and of tlicir abi- 
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ty to supply or receive iu exchange the surplus produce 
and manufactures of each other. In the approximation 
of countries in climate and habits^ the commerce, gene- 
rally speaking, may be supposed to be more wide and 
coid^lcte, and in their relative distance from each other, 
in one or other of these respects, it will be in the same 
degree confined and imperfect. In neighbouring or contigu- 
ous countries, where the climate is alike, and the products 
similar, and' where customs vary but little, the natural 
and artificial wants must, in a great measure, be the 
same, and tlie mode of providing for them must gene- 
rally correspond } each will, therefore, have to spare for 
the other, when It is wanted, more of its natural or ma- 
nufactured produce, according to its respective means, 
from some favouring circumstance either of soil, of 
season, or of population. Such countries, having the 
same necessities, the same means of life, the same man- 
ners, with few essential differences, will have more to 
dispose of, that is suited to each other’s use, in case of 
need. Here the articles of necessity and luxuiy are 
alike ccmvertible to the exigencies of both ; and must, 
therefore, from the accidents and inconveniences of life, 
be mor; ' generally required in exchange. Scarcely any 
tiling of superabundant production, either in growth or 
la^ur, bnt what may be turned to the good of those who 
possess, or the use of those wanting it. Tins applies to 
tite condition of the family of European states or na- 
tions, reiattvelf with each other, to whom, as their 
general ntuation is alike, general rules maybe appli- 
cable. 

With countries i&taut from one another, such as 
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Great Britain^ China, and India ; of a climate dijSFering 
from one anotlier, in the nature of its produce; and of 
manners, and laws and religious^ as opposite as climate ; 
it is not to be expected that they will have much to ^ex- 
change with each other, as fitted to each other’s use ; 
nor is there the same facility of supplying to one another 
what the necessities of each miglit demand. In export 
commerce, articles of necessity, whether primary for 
food, or secondary for convenience, will form the bulk of 
the trade. The intervening distance between the latter 
countries and our own, and tlie perishable nature of 
what is assignable for the food of man, precludes any 
wide intercliange of the articles of the first necessity ; 
others of convenience are as little transferable between 
the distinct countries as the primary ones, from the dif- 
ference of climate aud the wants to which it gives rise, 
as well as from popular manners. In addition to these 
contravening causes, are to be mentioned the jealous 
policy of the law in ptie instance, and religion in the 
other, co-operating also with the unabating rigour of an 
uiialtera]>le law, which throw their mighty influence into 
the scale, preponderating already, and will not suffer it 
to rise to its balance. 

The Chinese law shuts the door completely against 
foreign intercourse, no matter with what view, and with 
what condescensions it may be sought. The event of 
the late national embassy is sufficiently declaratory of 
the fact. The mode, tpo, of carrying on the li^e com- 
merce that this extensive empire chooses to allow, 
through a narrow and distrustful wicket, and this oiiiy 
half opened, may teach one what to look for in a trade 
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so conducted.^ Tlie religion and law of the Hindto 
act in the same, though not exactly in so direct and 
obvious a way. Their religion is law, and the law re- 
ligion/ As the law is understood to be revealed, it will 
not submit to alteration ; but keeps the subjects of it in 
one undeviating slavery. The Hindu is the same ser- 
vile, unchanged, and unchangeable creature now, that 
he was several centuries ago ; the obedient child of the 
law, and participating of the fixed and inveterate habit 
of the parent. The influence of climate confirms and 
strengthens the arbitrary dominion of the law. These 
make and keep him a segregated being from the great 
body of his kind ; fearful of, and flying from, the contact 
of strangers ; and refusing any,, and all, direct inter- 
course. His own soil produces in abundance|^and al- 
most without the trouble of culture, all that is necessary 
to his Wyants.' The fertility of the soil superinduces an 
unconquerable* indolence. Religion, interposing, nar- 
rows and limits his wants, and will not permit them, in 
spite of inclination, to run into excess. His. customs 
and habits are subservient to, and regulated by the law ; 
instead of’ giving a tone and character to the law itself. 
An uniform a^/d prescribed food satisfies his appetite, — 
a thin and unvarying garment covers him from the 
weather, — his religious Cf remonies determine the quality 
of his clothes. An humble edifice shelters him from 
the change of season, and the heat of the climate re- 
quii es tiiat it should bV open to the air. The nature of 

* It is .unoeccssarr to opeitk of the Mfolnre amljpeealia^ty of i^e 
China Wade, since it seems gefterdly anderstooi^ it wil^ be iefly 
ft if h very IHUe alteration, on it« present footing. 
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the dwelling precludes costly furniture^ and the house-t 
hold utensils conform to the primitive simplicity of the, 
arrangement* The maintenance of tl^is scanty estar 
bllshmeiit, is also admirably providetl for by the,, . 

of the law, in the division of casts ; — a di;^tiribution, 

V, bich induces the dependence of individuals on each 
other, and integrally on themselves, for their constant 
and unfluctuating support. Whether man in this con- 
dition be fitted to help and assist the commerce of a, 
state of society exactly the reverse, would seem scarcely 
to admit of a question : man^ too, not in a barbarous, 
but a civilized condition, endowed with, and communi- 
cating science, exercising the most curious arts, and 
capable of estimating all the ornaments of life; but 
excluded 'from indulgence in them, as it should seem, 
by the prescription of his charter. Is this a being, 
it may be asked, who may be drawn into new relations ? 
who may be cheated from his habits and his prejudices, 
and be taken in the toils of trade I What is the history 
of our own, and of all . other experiments on this sin- 
gular and extraordinary phenomenon ? The Portuguese 
and Dutch have maintained a friendly understanding 
with him, it is hardly to be called a trade, even longer 
than ourselves, and they have made as little progress as 
ourselves, in moulding him to their commerce pur- 
poses. The French, witli their well-known plhmcy of 
temper, and peculiar arts of colonization, have endea- 
voured, in their turn, to make a m<wre fortunate^ impres- 
sion, and have experi^enced an equal disappointment 
with other European competitors. Tlie Americans, also, 
have attempted the same thing, and with the Same 
ill success. The scheme, then, has not failed for want of 

3B 2 



, experiments or perseverance ; tut from fixed and hn* 
mutable c^iuses^ that cannot be overcome* Not one 
of these jHac?*caiitile and enterprizing powers, in an in- 
tercoui*se of two centuries and a half, has been 
able to introduce into a society, constituted as is the 
Hindii, the slighest taste or desire, and the reason 
1 have attempted ,to explain, for the articles of their 
respective manufactures. None of them, it is admit- 
ted, have, aimed at the introduction of such a taste 
through tlie previous removal, as some of the advocates 
for free trade would counsel, of the prejudice of religion 
and native customs* These successive adventurers had 
seen the country and the people, whom they were de- 
sirous of engaging in trade, and were convinced, by their 
own eyes, of the impracticability of such an attempt; if 
they had not been before assured of the impolicy of it, 
from the known operation of causes and cfiFecfs. They 
w*ere content to go on in the smooth and beaten way — 
to wait for the diversion of existing popular prejudices 
throu^ the. me^um of commercial intercourse — not in 
the rashness and weakness of Ac new philosophy, to 
take t»r€|udices Tiy srtofm, and convert them in the per- 
verted cader of things, into the means instead of the 
end of eommerce^ If the adventurers failed in this their 
piactice, they had at least reason and experience in their 
fi^our, and wjH take no shame for the result, 

of repeated experiments, and 
Of tire SkipDpean export trade with India, 
which I have e^eavoured to describe, all rational specu- 
lation for the extension ctf exchangeable commerce" Would 
seem hopeless and at an end* 

t»arge and unbounded as the field of India is, 
it is not a recipient for our superabundant produce ; it 
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afibrds no vent for our labouring export commereoji uor 
holds out any fair assurance, of spccess to future attexnptf 
or to future adventurers. 

The same causes^ that put a limit to our exports 
India^ would seem to interpose a barrier, equ^ly insur-* 
mountable, to the advance of oftir import trade from that 
country. If the various produce of its soil presents cer- 
tain articles in commercial demand, they are in general 
the common growth of other countries, nearer in point 
of position, or preferable from peculiar policy to our en- 
couragement ; or they are of such a nature as to govern 
and prescribe their own extent. * Of the first land are 
cotton and sugars, the growth of our West India islands 
— of the second may be mentioned indigo, and hemp, 
and indeed sugar, which would require the outlay of 
British capital to extend them beyond their present cul- 
tivation and of the last, spices, drugs and saltpetre, 

♦ They who recommend the cnltfvatien of tie Export Tirade from 
India, to a farther extent than aa at present pracUsed, by the pursuit 
of new branches of Commercey wonld do well to deliberate on the 
following passage, in tlie Supplement to the Appendix to the Fourth 
Report. Page yo. 

But the grand objection of a Commercial nature to lids new IVade, 
15 that a considei'able capitcl must be irtm^iferred fiom Grtat Britain to 
eariy it on. In one of the Papers from Bengal, it is hypothetScaBy 
stated, Uiat in a few years the Export of Sugar, from that COtintvy, 
might be raised fo 100,000 tons. DOdbtiess, hi a vast extent of fWtile 
soil, stretching from the sea aimost to Dellii, It may be possible to 
carry the culture of Sugar, and various other articles, tp a very great 
length ; and persons, unacquainted with the circunkstances of that 
Country, miglit imagine, ^om reading such a Statement, that this maui 
tlung to be done, was, only to open Uff door wide enangh for Ex- 
portaUOn. l%e fact, however, ia^ that four w Bye MilUom Sterling 
Brom this Country must be furnished, to jwy the^r^ anc^ the 
^iaretU3l>yrtatio9t of that quantity of Sugar ; for Bengai his tko sne^ fbnd 
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certainly valuable articles, but of little hulk, and ne^ 
ccssarily limited in use, form the most material part ; and 
could afford not much employment, either for our mer- 
\*liants or our ships. The general inapplicability of 
Indian produce to European consumption, and the ex- 
pence of carriage, from the circuftistance of distance be- . 
tween the country growing, and the country consuming 
it, will allow of the importation of few^, if any articles, 
into Europe, beyond those enumerated. 

The Manufactures of India, in Emopean demand, 
or adapted to European consumption, lie in as narrow a 
compass as the natural produce. These are piece-goods, 
chintzes, and luuslins ; ai tides of manufacture common 
to European, as well as Indian states, and, therefore, as 
comiiig into competition witli domestic manufacture, 
not likely to receive any preference, so as to increase the 
present demand for them. If, contrary to the olivious 
policy of the European states, these articles should be 
preferred to like articles of home manufacture, it might 
even be doubled, notwilhstanding the all-devouring 
dictum of political oeconomists, w'hcthcr the supply, 
from the stubborn nature of the Hindu people, could 
be rendered commensurate with the demand. The arti- 
ficers of India, like all other casts, have their peculiar 
destination, |nd are so distributed and disposed, as to 
ansiver thj views of the great system by which they are 
governed, like Hindti constitution is a kind of pa- 
tiiarehal institution, by whii^ the members are made 
to administer to the wants and conveniences of the family 

of appReaWe to" any purpose of tfctAt kindrf libd 

be appM to a»y lar^ oxtonaioii of ivsw 
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association, and their offices are confined, as it were, un- 
der the roof of the little republic, and with an aspect pu» ely 
to its needs. The weaver, and every other description pf 
mechanic, the farmer, the dealer, and the labourer, 
forms a distinct and separate class, bearing a relative 
proportion to one another, in respect to numbers and 
employments, which he is appointed to fulfil, and the 
ends he is intended to serve. Every one of these has a 
mark and an indelible character impressed upon him, 
which cannot be erased. Each is doomed to labour in 
the walk allotted to him, from generation to generation. 
It is as impossible to escape from one cast to another, as 
to exchange the occupation that gives the designation and 
name to the cast, by which it is known. The skill and 
art, and labour of one cast is not transferable, 
therefore, in aid and assistance of another.* A great 
excess of any one given manufacture, over the present 
supply, cannot of consequence be expected; not on 
account of any niggardliness of nature, in the produce 
of materials, but from the state of man, whose hand 


* It is remarked in a recent publication, treatiiig incidentaHy on 
this subject, that the labour of certain mechanics might be conver- 
tible, with proper care, to other pursuits, than to which it » devoted 
by the unyielding law of cast, and by means of a very 
tagem f which is no other, than by prevailing on some principid 
bers of the ti’ibe in requisition, to set an example to their anbordmatei^ 
when the work would done. The device k certainly new, tgul 
wrioaa enough : but unibrtumiiely tiie contrivance is not spedtieit 
wbith the conveiaion of the principals s» to be ejected.; dcml tmttt 
this very necessary operatkm be revealed, itmay consist with common 
imderstunding to suppose, that the head# of ei^ts may jpomtbly be 
fottitd invelwte in their prepdices as |hqir inferiom, .aiid may have 
fewer inducements, proceeding on common caicnkdon, fbr qUitliiop 
their assigned slattoB. 
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nlone cap shape them into fbrtn. Tlic condition of 
manufactures, as every thing else in this sihgulat 
scheme of government, is fated to be stationary. 

The value placed on particular artificers aOd their 
labours, and the impossibility of supplying their place, 
Ls in some sort shewn by the endless differences that 
aie known to arise arnong bordering states, from the 
reception and entertainment of the respective artists and 
mechanics of each other, which not unfrequently ter- 
minate in eKtreme acts of hostility. 

Causes and circantstanccs, such as these, familiarly 
known to those, who have any knowledge of India or 
her affairs, must keep the impoit trade from our Indian 
possessions, as the export commerce, on a narrow and 
unimproveable scale. 

Tliere are persons, however, on this side the water, 
who do not venture to dispute the facts on which the 
immediate conclusion is founded, yet scruple not to call ' 
in question the conclusion itself* llieae alBrm, that 
the limitation of the existing Indian trade, which is 
admitted, is not owing to any natural obstacle in the way 
of the trade itself, but to the manner iO which it k con- 
ducted, that defies all improvement. It would be absurd, 
say they, to pronounce on the capability and value of our 
Indian comme^e, from the Unwise course, the confined 
stream, in whftai it has been permitted to flow. Would 
you take the account, they exclaim, of the East India 
Company ; which is nothing more than a recital of 
adventures, from its own mismanafement, and its trwn 
incapneity for trade, ni a true criterioh of judging whttt 
the Indian trade might be in the hands of other persons ? 
Then follows a tirade, a never-tiring tirade agai^ 
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pofy and monopolists^ as if to the condition of the Com-* 
pany^ and not to physical and political causes, wore 
imputable, all the defects and evils about which they 
rail. 

I have already stated, all that is felt to be necessary to 
urge in refutation of the principal allegation against the 
Company’s moiiopoly, by shewing that it was the only 
mean devisable in the wisdom of the legislature, for 
managing the trade of India, and had been made sub- 
servient in every stage of its progress, in contradistinc- 
tion of all other monopolies, to the public benefit, which 
ever had been preferred to the particular good of the 
Company. I shall only offer, at present, a short remark 
or two, on the glaring effects of the monopoly, in the 
estimation of the impugners of the Company’s Charter, 
and their agency* ^ 

It is argued that there is a carelessness and indolence 
in all joint stock Companies, that check the enterprise 
and efforts necessary for the spread and establishment of 
commerce: and that there is, moreover, an extravagance 
in all their concerns, that renders their success, whatever 
that may be, when compared with the proceedings of 
individuals, unprofitable in the issue. 

It w^cmld seem not quite fair or equitable to consider 
' the trade of the Eaat as a pure monopoly, 

or to apply those princijdes to it, or to reason upon as. 
an establishment of tl>at description^ For the BngUsh 
East India Cmnpany; and, indeed^ fdl Jmreign Com- 
panies of afike natufe, though savouring of monopoly, 
have y^ allowed, fiar the mpst part, a private trade to 
co-eaist with ihcar own i ao that die exertkms cS iui^* 
and, ^ £ai^ India 
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j>ariy, on a somewhat extensive scale, have co-operated 
with the Company's endeavours, but hitherto without 
any notable effect, to enlarge our Indian commerce. At 
particular seasons the whole mercantile community have 
been admitted as sharers in the speculation : at other times 
the different and distinct members of the Company have 
enjoyed, and have used the liberty of separate, with their 
privilege of a combined trade ; and, at all periods, in 
the history of Indian commeitie, the oflBcers of the Com- 
pany’s murine, partaking of a commercial character, 
improved by local knowledge, have been permitted to 
carry on, if not rival, at least congenial speculations with 
those of their employers. All these tinited and separate 
means have been called into use 5 #nd, if they have 
proved unavailing, wc must look to some other cause 
than indolence to account for the event. 

Such is tlie monopoly of the East India Company in 
practice ; and it might be inferred, and probably with 
truth, that if the public had been generally permitted to 
trade with India on unlimited principles, instead of the 
calumniated monopolists, it might not have been dis- 
posed to make equal efforts, or, if disposed, might not 
have sped equally in its purpose with the East India 
Company. 

If the a#ieme of trade has not yet been put 
for any length of time to the experiment, the principle 
has been sufficiently tfssayed and acted on, in the com- 
inercial transactions of the several officers in the Com- 
pany's naval service, to sh^w what it is capable of. 
Individual industry has in this way be^n submitted to the 
test, with all the stimulus ^^ich individual gain, or^ the 
hope of it, will inspire, and its achievements are uOto- 
rious» How has it promoted the interests of the trade ? 
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How has it answered the views of individuals? Tliese 
private adventures haVe beep conducted on the most 
advantageous plan j free from the incumbrance and bur- 
then of outward and liomeward freight, no inconsidei-able 
bounty, it may be thought, to Ubeml speculation* Yet, 
with all these appurtenances and means to boot, the 
trade of India is now, with little dilFerence, what it was 
some centuries ago* The persons, of whom I am now 
speaking, are not strangers to commerce, but have been 
schooled in it from their infancy* They are not 
foreigners by birth or habit : they are merchants in every 
sense of the word, English merchants: they have the 
same intelligence, the same spirit, the same enterprise, 
with the most enlightened, the most liberal, and the 
most adventurous of their fellow merchants* Shall it 
be permitted to the latter to tell them that they are dolts 
in their profession, or that they want the , common 
energies which characterise the universal body of their 
countrymen ? So far as concerns this particular class of 
merchants, then, the spirit of individual energy lias been 
drawn out, and its effect has been ascertained* Of the 
same materials with them, the British mercantile body is 
constituted, and from the application of the same power, 
the same operation may again be expected ; it is unreason- 
able to expect liny other. You may Increase the scale of 
action, hut, the bearing of it will be the same, the degree 
alone wU be different* I am not inclined to pass over some 
disabilities under which this description of personages la- 
bour,: in relation to their ships and their masters. They are, 
it,i9 directed and confined in their speculationsj by 
the,wil| of their employers, and by the dest|nati(n) of 
yoy^c^ 'neif f»nd«airoars arie chauied, as it to 
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the sea-coast^ and the different ports of India. This, 
undoubtedly, is the fact. They have not, however, been 
fixed to an unvaried spot ; bat have shifted their posi** 
lion, in the circle of their employment, through the 
whole , round of the territory, from the nearest to the 
most distant ix>int of the Company’s possessions. Where, 
it may be asked, could a more eligible opening to com- 
merce afford itself, than in the very spots to which vbe$e 
officers are sent ? At which a large body of licensed British 
traders, unconaecled with the East India Company, are 
also domiciled. This is the very seat, of all others, at 
which commerce may be expected to commence ; and 
whence it must diverge. In a natural channel, to other 
parts of the Peninsula. The native inltabitants must 
be more .social here, and less disinclined to commerce, 
than in the interior of India. Trade must flourish here, 
if it can take root any where. From the willingness of 
the soil here, if it should be found kind, we might 
anticipate its quality in other places. 

A constant and unceasing trade has been maintained 
for more than two centuries with the settlements on the 
several coasts of India, not only by the English, but other 
foreign companies, and residents, who have stocked their 
markets, as tiheir several interests would dictaie, with all 
the commodes that weiclikely to satisfy the wants, or 
gratify the acquired "taste of the natives, who had been 
prepared for the reception of such commodities, by long 
acquaintance with, and ohservalion of, European man- 
ners, and the impowed means and luxuries of their 
life. And what is the event -lof this . history ? Wl^,~ 
except in two scant articles that have been partially in- 
troduced, the natives have rcjected.iiU our offm and 
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temptatrons* Is it that our profiFered mercliaadizB canic 
not reasonably, in poiot of charge, to their hands ? The 
markets, it may be observed, have at times been sup- 
plied to a satiety, or over-glutted. Articles of European 
produce have often fallen on that account far below the 
prime cbst, and still they have not seduced, in this most 
inviting shape, a solitary native to become a consumer of 
our commerce. 

Have our own East India Company, with all the 
foreign mercantile societies who have ever set foot in 
India, made no enquiry, or had no opportunity of in- 
forming themselves of the articles which might be use- 
ful or exchangeable in native commerce ? Or have they 
all, unaccountably, dropped down on places, where the 
natives, different from the body of the inhabitants of the 
Peninsula, have neither wants for foreign produce, nor ^ 
the capacity for trade ? Should these several adventurers 
have neglected every means of personal information ; a 
knowledge of this sort would have imperceptibly im- 
pressed itself, in a long and continued intercourse, by 
the discovered wants of the natives, and in the mani- 
fested desire to satirfy them. These rather, than in- 
vitation, or the winning courtesies and arts of trade, 
form the finst and most important foundation of c^- 
.mcrce on any lar^ field. Such adventurers canitot, 
therefore, be imagined as wtolly ignorant, at this day,, of 
the commercial exigencies of Iirdia, much less can they 
be supposed to have been led into any veiy striking 
, as to fhcloOal situations adapsted to their views | .for, |kll 
- where they would, tii^ must liave lighted aipong 
die expected consumers of their exports, of one and the 
tame character* 



If there be any people less variable than others in 
their wants, tlieir habits, and their prejudices, it is the 
mass of the people of the East, When you contemplate 
the one, have the whole race before you. A com- 
plete femily likeness pervades the entire human species. 
The natives on the coast are the same with the natives 
every where else. If the first have been able to discover 
what their own wants are, theyaie acquainted, necessa- 
rily, with the w’ants of their kind in the whole breadth 
and length, the square and the circumference of India* 
If the European adventarer should heedlessly overlook 
the eitcuiristanc^ of those wants, or omit to govern his 
specuSlition by them, it would not be very probable, if 
any commercial understanding or talent be presumed to 
be among the acquisitions or properties of the native, 
J' tlmt he also w^ould be guilty of the same fault, or would 
fail to benefit by the omission. Now, whatever unfit-- 
ness or disinclination there may^ be in rthe native cha- 
racter to foreign commerce, there is a peculiar fitness in 
it, and a curious determination towards internal or do- 
mestic trade. A more zealous, patient, persevering, and 
economical commetcialist than the native trader, cannot 
^ be imagined. Shew him Ihe least prospect of success, 
the slightest ‘ hope of profit, and he is to be engaged, 

^ eitlier as a principal, or a wdlling and active agent, in any. 
and every branch of trade. He is, from this very dis- 
position, I speak from some experience, the constant 
instrument, the great and invariable promoter of Eu- 
ropean i^commerce. He will buy with you — ^he will sell 
with you — he svill do any tiling, but be the consumer of 
your merchandize . 

To sec how far the native propensity to trade may 
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be canied, it is needful only to refer to the well-known^ 
incontrovertible, though scarcely credible, fact, that.h^ 
will put on the character of a dealer in European com- 
modities, not with the vain and fruitless expectation of 
selling his goods to his native brethren, for he knows 
how vain and bootless the expectation would be, but for 
the purpose of re-selling, what he has bouglit from Eu^ 
ropeans, to Europeans — from the non-resident to the 
resident. Tlius he becomes, in the true spirit of trade, 
the second-hand vender, the retailer, and even huckster, 
of European produce to European consumers. There is 
not a settlement of British India, nay, scarcely a can*, 
tonment, but what exhibits one or more of these ex- 
amples of this aptitude and eagerness for trade. It may 
be added, too, that there is scarcely a bazar, or market, 
in the Peninsula, but what hangs out, in its alluring dis- 
play, to catch the eye of the passenger, the unheeded 
temptation of European manufactures. ^ 

It will be seen, from these notorious facts, tliat arts 
enough have been tried to clear and improve the way for 
the introduction of British exports : and it will not be 
doubted, that the same industrious agents, who are so 
busy and so anxious for the accomplishment of British 
objects, are equally active in the service and promotion 
of their ownj that, knowing our demands, and their 
own ability to supply ^hem, we may allow them credit for 
drawing, under the stimulus of gain, as largely and 
deeply from their resources, as the resources are coniK 
petent to answer- 

It is only justice to the East India Company to no* 
tice, that they have not begn wanting to themselves or 
to the countrj", in co*€5>eration.with the spirit and energy 
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of their native subjects, in endeavouring to discover and 
profit by all the gifts of nature, in this her most genial 
and productive region, as well as the efforts and works of 
art. The many commercial progresses, made under the 
Company’s auspices, or their more immediate direction, 
throughout their old and new territorial acquisitions, 
and in the bordering countries, on every side of their 
dominions, are in proof of their desire to extend tlie 
confines of their commerce. The published reports and 
records of these peaceful embassies, afibrd the same 
impressive evidence of the liberality in which these 
discoveries were sought. Not a part of the vast pos^ 
sei^ions of the C^ompany has been left unexplored, and 
its productive powers have been alike laid open, in a 
fearless confidence, to the naturalist, the merchant, and 
the politician. It would be difficult to point to any geo- 
graphical division of India, of which the public have 
not already an accurate and digested account of what it 
lias to offer in natural bounty, or the improvement of art. 
That these various stores have not been neglected, when 
found, the n»ost undeniable proof is afforded, in the 
fullness of the Company's warehouses ; and too con- 
vincing a memorial of the superabundance of the supply 
to Ej’vc^ean demand, is to be discovered in the stagnate 
state of its consumption. If more articles were im- 
ported, in the present posture of export commerce, what 
other end could they serve, than to increase a stock, which 
is already a burthen ? 

What is there, it may be enquired; that has not 
been attempted to render India commercially prrfitaKic 
to Britain ? What has India to give, that is not now 
enjoyed in ample provision ? What is there in the most 
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stingulne expectation of the most sAnguIue spcculatist, 
that he would retommend to be adopted ? 

I have not been able to collect from the most warm 
bpposer of the Company’s Chartetj^ (l\c most wild ]>i‘o- 
jector in the new school of commercial policy^ In what 
he really looks for benefit from an open and free trade. 
He talks loudly and unweariedly of the unbouuded capa- 
bilities of the soil, of the countless numbers of its 
people, and of the iniinense riches which both might be 
made to yield. But however eloquent. his general 
plan and prospect, he is absolutely mpte on every sub- 
ject connected with the realisation of his scheme. He 
favours us not with any enumeration of the oj^cts of 
bis contemplated exports, or the nature and extent of 
his returns. Hd explains not his methods for convert- 
ing an impracticable people into the obedient instru- 
ments of his interests and his will. — He condescends 
not to go into the tedious, intricate labyrinths of detail — 
but takes it for granted that his proposition is irrefra- 
gable, and that nothing else Is wanted, but to cast down 
the barrier against European ingress into India, when all 
the flatteries of his golden drestms will be substantiated. 
It will not suit wifli the ardour of his temperament, to 
delay his ricli harvest, until he shall have satisfied his 
landlords, the Parliament of Great Britain, how he in- 
tends to use the field and the implements, wliich he is 
desirous that they should take from the Coinpany, to 
entrust to his betj^er management. No task could be 
more irk::ome, than to ask of him, how he means to cul- 
tivate tlie soil — and to wbat ends, even in his owntoa- 
glnatioh. It will cojiducc. circuinstaace^ be 

takeD Into' the sei^ous 'consideration of Plarliaipcnt, 
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though they do not, unaccountably, enter into the pre- 
sent views of other parties* Zeal may; be the feature of 
one j but prudence and discretion is the distinguishing 
characteristic of the other* Parliament will not disturb 
the settled state of things,, without knowing that the 
change, which is solicited, be for the benefit of the 
countiy; and tliat the benefit will be certain and con- 
stant. 

The suggestion, perhaps, of a few pertinent ques^ 
tions, as to what the Refonnists specificcdly want, and 
how they intend to compass it, would be decisive of the 
question, whether the Charter sliould be renew^ed or not. 
The East India Company might safely trust the event to 
such a lest. 

There are Quixottes in commerce as well as chi- 
1 airy, w'^ho would sail on a voyage of discovery, for the 
purpose of attacking and subduing monsters, not the 
indigenous inhabitants of the jungles and the forests, 
numerous enough in nature, but the creatures of a 
douded and fevered imagination ; these disturbed minds 
are eager to commit themselves to the vasty deep, in 
quest of wonderous adventures, if tlieir friends, or tUo 
law, will suffer them to roam at large. Some commer- 
cial Quack5,\too, not quite so mad, but fully as desperate, 
as tliese.*;*^-deluded beit^s, would free the trade from 
all existing obstructions, by a bold xmstrum, by a kill 
or cure’* practice, without once bestowing a thought on 
the organic formation, the physical imperfecdon of the 
body, on which they would try thw powers. Ignorant 
of general priiusiptes, narrowed in the scope of their 
enquiries, and fearless about consequences, tb^e empyrics 
would handle withoi^ caution^ what and skilful 
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physician would ifemble to touch he is too well 
acquainted with the history of his profession, the true 
principles of his science, and the value of his character, 
to force a remedy which hs^s been carried as far, as a 
watchful and observant practice dare venture to apply 
it 5 where there is no encouraging probability of effectm]^ 
further good, and where the prescription, if it should be 
as operative as might be desired, would be more spee- 
dily destructive, than the continuance of the evil ; when 
the patient, though he might escape the disease, would 
be dispatched by the fate-disposing dose of the doctor. 

One might think, that the effect of an open trade with 
India has been sufficiently ascertained; in the instance of 
the American trade 5 though it be not exactly analogous 
to a common trade, under the conduct of the unlimited 
members of our own mercantile community. America^ 
it is known, has maintained for several years a trade with 
the different coasts of India, by virtue of a treaty ccjjj- 
cluded by her with the British court, and she has yet to 
look for any considerable advantage from her exports; 
or any addition to her importable articles from that 
country. To break the force of the inference from the 
first circumstance, it is said, that America is not, like 
* England, a manufacturing country, and, therefore, has 
but few objects of export. But does she maintain no 
commercial relation with manufacturing counti*ies, with 
which she might barter her marketable produce in the 
Western world, in return for articles' in supposed demand 
in the East ? Is there no benefit, individually or nati- 
onally, to be derived, from this compound species of 
comthefce ? Is nc^ Amimca in the actual habit of 
resorting tb ihis intCrCDiediate t;^urse of trade, in the 

F 2 
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export of articles & European consumption?'^ If 
confines herself solely to these, the conclusion is inevi- 
table ; that the niarket of India is not open to any other. 
The prefiumption, arisinij out of the fact of her present 
inerts from India, which aic stared to be on a large 
scale, 16 niaiiily toh<j repelled by a reference to the pecu- 
liarity of the present times, j^nd to the immediate 
restricted condition of British commerce ; as also to the 
influence of privileges enjoyed by America, ^originatiiig 
in her national and neutral cliaracter; privileges of a tem- 
porary nature^ and answering buf a temporary purjwsc. 
These circumstances affbrf net any ground for argument, 
either In favour of the latitude of the cxpoit or the 
im{x>rt commerce of India. x\rucrica has leapt, by a 
foJtuitous and fortunate state of things, into the scat of 
the East India Company ; but she fills it only on suf- 
ferance, and must yield it up, the instant that circum- 
stljjlces permit the resumption of it. The Bcntral Ame- 
rican, in the interim, dispenses, what the East India 
Company, partaking of the quality of a belligerent, h 
not allowed to dispense ; and what the English mer- 
chant, equally wdth the Company, would be excluded 
from dispensing. It would not be easy to draw an infe- , 
rence, operating one way or other on the East India 
Compar>v^^tliat would not fall with the like pressure, be it 
more or less, on the body of British merchants. 

The American trade, proceeding, as itdjoes, on a for- 
tunate and temporary contingency, can decide nothing in 
consideration of the general question, of what the trade 

• The 3la*k‘ira, 'm is chicfljf iinport-etl hy Awf* 
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is susceptible, or of tlie policy by wliich h should be 
govenu‘<L The question must be determined not on 
iaucied analogies, but on established facts and rea- 
sonings, directly referable to the subject, and about 
which there can be no dispute. 

It would be insulting to your undej^standing to re- 
peat, w \vdi. has been before reifiarked, on the nature and 
history of our Indian commerce; which, whatever its 
ciiaraetcr at the beginning, at this day depends essen- 
tially, as lias been shewn, on our local territorial domi- 
iiit)n. This, from the very numerical amount of those, 
over whom it is exercised, must be taken to spring from 
tlie favourable opinion of the subject people of our 
imaginary power, if not of our actual or relative force* 
Does not this universally- admitted fact meet the enquiry 
in its Icetlr, and challenge a discussion by itself, preli- 
minary to an investigation into pretended 
rights, that the legislature has hltheito controlled ? HIP? 

The necessity of preserving and continuing this 
empire of opinion must be apparent, even to those, 
wiiose ungovernable impetuosity would destroy it. How, 
it nmy be enquired, is this favourable impression to be 
^ept up, with the IiUnxiactlon of the British population 
into India, bent on gala alone, and with the importatiou 
at the same lime of ail the stratagems and wiles of trade, 
calculated to insure it? What opinion would be enter- 
tained of the Victors of tlie Mahomedaa eonquerors, . the 
successors of the ancient, the rivals of the tnodern 
Alexander, if stooping from their state end superiority, 
they should dwindle dpwn at once to the degree of petty, 
and squabbling shopkee|,jers? Spare us the quirtifying sight 
of seeing a constituent part of -the sovereignty of Xudia, 
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the materids of which the whole is composed, with a 
l>ack or onliis back, traversing the conntiy which 
he ruled, and with a paltry, pedlar-like spirit, soliciting 
the encouragement of customers^ and prying for an 
opportunity of sordid profit, in a forced barter of 
tinadaptcd and unaccommodating commodities ! If the 
outward bearing of the East India Company shall be 
thought above their mercantile condition^ this, the oppo- 
site and reverse of their conduct, but the natural conse- 
quence of separate trade, would be as much below and 
incompatible with the condition of those, who should 
expect to maintain a rule, which is, and only can be C 
sustained by opinion and reputation. 

1 have submitted to you, what I intended from the 
beginning, a mogh and general outline of the East India 
Compands trade, and have explained the original pecu- 
fijite, the subsequeat modifications, and the mode of 
pHEocutlng it ; add 1 have endeavoured to shew that it 
is a trade of an unique character, introduced by sin- 
gular circumstances > . not so much by the arts and 
instruments of peace, as by the power and influence of 
the sword i that it has preserved throughout the mixed 
quality with whidi it was^ primitively impressed : that itw 
was regarded eitker hy^lstatemen or the legislature, 

as of great substantive impi^ance, but as a relative 
good; that it^aalimited in its nature, and incapable of 
nirifima! e)Etent ^ that k has been cidtivated in the way, 
whkh m the and w^dom nf the legislature, it is 
most profitable to conduct it, wi& a view to its preser- 
^varion, and taitS urility to die gmoine interests of the 
country; riiatikS xenderlog it more 
productive^ are founded in 
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tciples, as 'weU as of the maoneBi in which it is carried 
on : and that the evils ascribed to the mode of nia> 
liaging it, are imputable to the organism of tire trade 
itself. In tlie proportion that 1 shall have succeeded in 
my design, I shall have furnished an answer to the objec- 
tions, which i wish not unnecessarily to combat, that 
are imagined to spring oat of the particular constitution 
of the East India Company^ The object is large enough in 
itself, without encumbering it with superfluous matter. 

There are, Ixoweveri one or two exceptions, some- 
what incompatible in their tendency, that are tuiged with 
so peculiar a pertinacity against the Company, that 1 
may be excused in glancing at them. Tlie first pre- 
sumes the incompetency of the Com^ifiny, from the in- 
struments employed by them, or their neglect, from 
nearer and preferable conriderations, of the objects of 
commerce, to improve its interests, so frir as they swy be 
carried. The latter infers, with an opposite aspe^ that 
the prodigal waste of the Company’s Asiatic establish- 
ments, swallows up the enormous profits of a trade, already 
large and luxuriant, and however it might be extended, 
in laying the ground of these strange and seemingly 
contradictory obiections, it is stated, in substance, that 
the 'servants of the '^East India Company, as their 
toasters, are alike iatent on fewwarding the ent& of 
sovereignty, at the expence of comaiertx : timt riie ; aim 
and interests of aH parties, no matter what die dtreetiou 
and desdnation of riieir servi<^ whiter miUtary or civil, 
political dr coramerciid, is to extend- the kcai limits of 
die state, at all mid cvety tnucstd^- It is fra» the iworease 
of territo^ dooei as the objecd<^ assowes, thab the 
views dl caa ’ •? . ' 
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having relation to the Company’s profit, purely, they 
will reflect, that what is lost to the Company is not, con- 
sequently, lost to the state ; but that which passes not, 
out of an excess of liberality, into the Company’s trea- 
sury, goes into the pockets of its servants, and in that 
way ministers, in as certain a channel, to the accumulate 
wealth of the mother country. 

The oijposeis of the Company’s Charter, who can 
and will see nothing advantageous in its constitution, 
would seem to err in this as in every other instance. 
They who have nothing before their eyes, and Iti their 
wishes, but the gains and profits of trade, as resultiva 
from our Eastern possessions, may naturally wish to 
Square their arnmgements, by the same narrow notions 
aod-passtons that exorb their thonghf^^ engross their 
hearts. But men, who are bound to look beyond them- ’ 
selves, wilt descry, perhaps, even in these reviled 
establishments, more real national advantage, than could 
possibly have been produced by all the energies of cora- 
Bjerce, however successfully applied. * 

A mere view of the numbers of those c^prehended 
in the different establishments of the Cmnpany, Vrill 
give a tolerable ^dea of their ’ relative importance’ and 
eonsoquehce abiSive the ordinary fruit of trade. The 
latter is k single, and not alws^s a cultivated object, in 
the mimerbiis states that have come under the dominion 
of the' CatipkXff, Kti lias formed^ from the nature of 
the p'eopld, and codstitution, both formerly and 
now, but a small part the wealfo of the respective 
slated; whhe the issues fdhia the htrritory^in revenue 
and produce, constitute the nuiln liches, bnd suppfy the 
n&m umteiud etaploymeof^^aaS sdH the mob luoative 
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ends to the government presiding over them. Now the 
whole amount of the revenue, direct or indirect, is col- 
lected, converted, and consolidated Into money, by the 
hands of the European servants of the Company. Tlie 
protection and defence of the countries themselves, 
yielding this mixed and incalcuUdble amount, are at the 
Company’s entire management ; apd every one of the 
departments of state, in a civil as well • as mili- 
tary relation, loo numerous to be particularized, is filled 
by officers of the Company’s appointment. All the func- 
tionaries of tliese different descrijptions are proyidedfor, 
in the singular scheme of our Eastern government, ojjt of 
the rents of the territorial acquisitions: the collection 
and the wide application of these, which naturally would 
have formed occu|HitioDS for, and afforded the means of 
enriching many thousands of the native subjects of such 
countries, are politically appropriated, as so many sepa- 
rate fields for the promotion of the fortunes of our own 
countrymen. Fnnn these abundant and fruitful spnrces, 
above 3000 Eufopean officers of a military description, 
and sbmo hundreds of civil servants, are directly and con- 
stantly maintained, and from the liberal scale their 
stipends atid eoK^uments, are enabled to lay^tbe founda- 
tion of successive and accumulative fortunes f . to be 
ctunmunicated the wetdth, and spept within the body 
of tiie mother ^untry. In this way, a Iwge ftropnrtiou 
her own Industrious >.and empprisiug prdgcmy finds 
the means of subsistence and advimet^ent^ frmu t^er 
piovirioiis than her own jand instead sutetractiug any 
thing irora the ^blie stopk, by n f^isitpas m^ge- 
;ment,. leodaxd snrvuiet^ to the iocixasf the 
.cotminoa ihtudi. 
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the p?irent state from ourliullan posscsslans ; supplyjni^ 
ihe natural waste ; increasing the general store ; and 
affording, in so much new capital, the germ of f\irthcr 
increase. Thus is India to be considered in the most 
valuable and prebious relation to Great Britain, ami so 
lias she ever been contemplated by the eye of the 
statesman and politician. 

I would not, however, be vSupposed as desirous of 
throwing any disparagement on the value of our Eastern 
commerce, though I assign not to it the first 
place among the benefits derived from the existing 
Indian system. 1 do not lose sight of the annual 
millions, which it is the easy mean pf raising, toward 
tbe support of the burthen of the state; but this circum- 
stance does not render me blind to the manner in which 
that mean Is atdeil, through the private channels of indi- 
vidual acquisitions in the East ; and in the very act of 
bringing ihfem to our shores^ as well as the ulterior ser- 
vices which they effect, when absolutely arrived there, 
iu tlieir reproductive quality, to the interests of the 
ecuntj^. Each of these advanfeige^ would be admirable 
ciKRigh in itself, if it had tio r^al benefit opposed to it ; 
but they to^tht*/ form, like the mixed system, out of 
which they spring, tlie most stupendous work Of human 
prficy, tqjpmved hy tlie ejtperienee of ages, adapting 
itself to itttervenieUt citcumstances, aod improving in^ 
its course perfeetioo# by yielding to iltifc discovered 
exigeaciea of the and the 

♦ This i»'hsf>faly Letter bf the Right Hon. 

of tile IBOO; phgr 4 nf to Soppkmeat to, 

4tii Report. 
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If I have spoken of the simple motion of this va$t 
maehirie^ in external application chiefly^ it is from a 
sujjposition, that its uses and properties at home must 
be ’Self tnidont, and obvious to the least inquisitive and 
observant miud. Negligent and careless as men may 
actuaily or impliedly be, in all that relates to India and 
her aflkirs, it will be impossible for them to shut their 
eyes to one of the Incidents arising out of the Indian 
sy.'.tem, as discoverable at our homes, in the tens of 
thousands of the British population, to w^hom it preSentg 
a coiistiiut and never varying support.* 

He who would tlnxiw so wonderful a piece of 
mechanism out of order, without well, considering the 
effect upon the machine itself, and on Ihe endA which it 
is designed to fulfil, as well as on the poweVs to be sub- 
stituted to bring about the same or meliurated purposes, 
would be guilty of a rashness, which could not be 
defended by any present policy, or justified by subse- 
quent success. That ihC) existing system may have its 
defects, is not intended to be disputed. Let these be 
pointed out, and the requisite amendments made : but let , 
us not begin by destruction, by condemning the whole 
arrangement, because it i» not perfect, (what human 
institution is ?) in all its parts. 

It may be thought^ (and son>e" profound politicians 
have been of that opinion,) that th^ Iirdian system does; 
not suffiofcntly provide,, or insure, 

from ihe applicability. Or necessity of applying the Com- 
pany’s c ipital to the exigencies qf the tertitory as wcE 

* These are stated in raaad nt«iler$ at 
•f the Pajiers i-eiipeeiitig tlie Negotiatioip. 
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as trade, so many imports from India, as its resources 
may conveniently or ordinarily spare. Though the pre- 
sent circomstanCes of European commerce render this 
no Very deplorable evil ; yet other seasons may ensae, 
which may cause it to be viewed in such a light. It 
would not Be prudent, or safe, perhaps, to deny, in the 
face of such authorities, that temporary inconveniences 
have happened, from this alleged defect m the existing 
Indian system, and that it may be wise to prevent, by a 
precautionary policy, in a new provision in the coming 
Charter, the possible recurrence of them in the time to 
come. But deferring, as I am. bound to defer, to the 
wisdom and axpericncc of these statesmen, 1 should be 
still indisposed to carry reformation beyond the single 
evil Stated, or any remedial measure beyond the strict 
letter of tlieir prescription. If it be necessary at certain, 
or at all seasons, to permit a competition with the East 
India Company, in bringing the produce and manufac- 
tures of India to our ports, an^ by other carriage than 
the Company's regular and chartered ships, ‘ both the 
parties and means of supplying whalt is supposed to be 
imperfect in the system, will be found in European cove- 
nanted and Itcensed residents in India, and the local 
shipping, for at^er'ingthe particular policy of these 
i^atesraen,* vrimout endangering onf foreign interesta 

* The readier i*. reftmd ferinSte junticater Mtauatiaaoatiik 
branch of the mhjeet, to dte Lettcn oftbe JRI^tBon. Beary ltaadhS» 
af the sd AikU, ISOO, Sal Sl«t March, IMt. And af <to Maiqids 
Wellenlfy of <he SOthSet^toaW, ISSS, at page* 3, and, «9« ami at|H«ia 
31, the Apitendia to the Soppleaiat to the ^ 

•fCoaaunn. 
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by tbe mtroduction of new persons, with new relations, 
and with opposite and opposing views. If the will of 
parliament shall be in unison with the advice and counsel 
of the cautious and piactjcal politicians, to whom 1 
allude, it may not be a work of any great difficulty oc 
change, or of any mateiial interference with settled 
principles, to make the requisite alterations in tbe 
system j a few regulations, to be concerted between the 
Board of Trade and the Company’s gorernment abi<Mid^ 
being all that would seem necessary fur so limited a pur- 
pose. Tlie state, however, of European commerce, at- 
tliis moment, U not exactly suited for the introduction 
even of this moderate change. 

If 1 am slow to touch a s}»t''m, and with a tijem- 
bling hand, which lias produced, and is still producing so 
much national good, I may be undcistood to discounte- 
nance and deprecate with tlie whole of my humble efforts, 
that wild and indiscriminate spirit of reformation, that has 
been avowed by the mercantile community, and which 
has been spread, thiougk their influence and ciics, so 
widely and diffuscdly among the people, till it appears to 
have embodied and ranged them, in a tempo) ary delusion, 
uhder one and tbe same banner. Destruction is the. 
svatch-word, and tbe maddeuing multitude await only the 
command, to prostrate with the eastern possessions, tlie 
Compaily’s very warehouses with tlie dust. »ls there no 
warning voice to sway them from a purpose, as unjnst 
as it is uwnatund I Is there no tongue persuasive enough 
to gain amoaaent’fl respite— a pause for speech— to win 
the deiaded crowd froandts error, or t« plead the hnmblw 
merita' of lAe Company, in ekteuudtlW of Its dazzling 
faults } The mostmodedt and timid advocate may, surely. 



ISiy claim for Company to the virtue of having 
founded and catablished our eastern tr^de and Asiatic pos- 
sessions^ (sadi, such as they are !) and of having rendered 
them, la a sparing measure, perhaps, useful and ad- 
vantageous to the mother country ! If the Company’s 
ininistry has not been so wise to its own interests, or so 
profitable, as it might have been, to the State, let us 
hear, at least, before we gi\c It up for lost, how many and 
what have been its mightyerrors, and how they are Intended 
to be amended by those, who w^ould jump into its place! 
Let us hear, how our manufacturing and commercial 
politicians would cultivate the commerce, and iinpiovc 
the systemof Indian Government, bcfoic they be snatched 
^ at otice, and beyond redemption, fiom the possession in 
wdiich they are, and put, for experiment sake, into bold 
and untried hands* Ttiey may condescend, perhaps, to 
tell us, if llie boon he not unreasonable, how and when 
flicy tlicmselves expect success from the plans which 
they have in perfecllon or conception, or, if they are not 
yet conceived, what they possibly may be expected to 
foim in the cotirsc and progress of the experiment; so 
that if we be suiisficd nol with the prospect of their 
present iioWs, wc may not be vrithoui hope of their fu- 
ture ♦jfblicy for the manngement of those great interests, 
wdth which, they diCBdCvitly seek to be indulged ; and 
at so great Und Imminent a risk, and, as respects the 
Company, and dia Country, at so immed'iate and inevi-» 
fable a loss, thatibotliing but the most important and 
pertain prospefctive advantages cobid alloXv ns even to look 

lipoti ! 

'flic present bencit of our Indian tiade and pos- 
'liesatoili is pf too solid and too iutcicstittg a eWadter to 
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be renoiincerlj on the demand of misgaided specuIatUts, 
or i Unadvised claimants, who know not what they would 
seek, nor comprehend what they ask. 

I will not detain you by a recapitulation of facts, and 
arguments, that have presented themselves progressively 
to my own mind, and which I liave endeavoured to 
press on your’s, in hope of shewing the nature, tlie im^ 
portance, and the capacity of our commerce, in conjupc* 
tion and relation with our Indian territory-— the admn- 
tages tl)ut they produce together, and the limit beyond 
which they cannot pass. If these satisfy us not with 
their present good, tliey may, if properly weighed, and 
thoroughly^ understood, protect us from future evil, in 
.dissuading the legislature from sanctioning an innovation 
that must injure and cannot serve. 

The fairest portion of Asia is now in our complete 
tenure^ witl^its immense revenues and entire trade, and 
both are made to contribute, to the extent of tl^cir several 
means, through the instrumentality of the JBast India 
Company, to the necessities and exigencies of Britain ; 
when it is proposed, in an extravagant and ill-considered 
sc'heme, to dissolve an union of interests, that are beDc* 
ficially knltt<^ether, and which, in constant alternation, 
in their blended form, have reciprocated th#mo8t essential 
services to one another, for tlie purpose of trying whe- 
ther they can exist apart. Needs there any one to counsel 
against tlie folly of the attempt to divide interests, which, 
if not united by iiature» have become rivetted by time, 
by habit, and by circumstance, that if they should sut- 
yive the act of aeparatioo, it is not probable that they can 
long exist in a single and inikpeodent state ? 

The immediate effects of such an experiment ox tbf 

^ €r 



cxiirting system of Asiatic Government, on India, and ita 
people — as well as on tlie revenues, and, possibly, on 
the constitution of the mother country, are too signifi- 
cant to be overlooked, and too fearful to be dissembled. 

It would seem as Impossible to disjoin a fiee and 
open trade, with the necessary influx of British property, 
and British subjects, fiotn the colonization of Indi.) ; 
as to sever the idea of colonization, from the independence 
of the Indian territory, with all the alarming conse- 
qiienecs in its train,* Equally impracticable would it 
be, in contemplating the effects of the meditated change 
at home, to distinguish between the destruction of the 
Company’s trade, and the diminution of the national re- 
sources, in an enormous loss of revenue, and an iu- 

•Thc leport of the Special Committee, so often alluded to, fs 
comprel^Mvc, and authoritative, on tins hcuifi# After stating 
Uiattlte exttnsWe civil and militaiy cstabljHlnntnih have 

atirdtUd tnKiltilii<Us, not in the to repaii to th< ir setUciuiuts 

the repou ibuH procctcU to destnbethe t diets of an open 

trade ; 

tiihugcmcnts of tJie interconr'^e, it is ob\ion$, would ex- 
cef dinaiy .mautent tlu ir manber ; the vast capital and obipping of tbit 
roniitj^^j \\ith the natural iclations Mih^isliiig bavitcn it and India, 
all peculiar to itself, would atonoo pour in tubs of men and money 
theio: the snuctlttb of any publ& acts at home, would, of 
dupose the govnuments abroau^o affoid the coinmcreiai encourage- 
nunts tlure,^yinch woald con espoiid with the ^plnt of inlargemiuU 
adopt* d iMie. the public opinion of a great Fairopean society, foimcd 
ill this hjuiit, would hiivc an indnence on the aentinients of tlioM* gq- 
seimnenls; tliiougb the Uiediiim of native^, ||b»o, lands might be 
CNtensiscIy occupied by Eniopcans; end the jrcaw# of tbU syajkom, 
vMtlioutaa> formed plan, would giadualiy and uu^ensibly antiqnatetbc 
pi'c cut one, and become Impaticut for aU tht nghta of cola- 

nisis; to gi\c or to refuse which, would then be a maat momantoua 
iloawUon.'’ l^Saaalaopaga SI* 
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tolerable acldltlon to it3 charge. These results are not 
less luminously than satisfactorily stated^ by the Execu- 
tive of the East India Com^^any, and deduced from sp 
many, such notorious, and such incontrovertible facts, 
detailed in the correspondence with the Board of Con^- 
troul, ^hat it would be supererogation to reiterate the 
proofs on which they rest, or the arguments to which 
they lead.* These results are fully developed to the 
public eye, and exposed, in official statements, already c n 
the table of the House of Commo^ If they prevail 
not in mabing proselytes of the pi le from an erro- 
neous and obstinate opinion, tljey c4nnot fail, from the 
force of conviction on sound and well-informed minds, 
to engage their representatives in a mediation betw^ecn 
the people’s prejudices and their true interests; to the 
prevention of an^vil, as dangerous to the slate, as it 
would be rufhous to an useful and valuable body of mem 

* A fr^'e tiad^e to and fiom India, and to unlimited ports, would l^e 
aubversUo of the iKniitrts derived by the Company from the Chiiui trade, 
lo the amount of one inilUon annually j destructive of tlu' reveutte 
arising from the importatioi] of tea, to the auimal extent of neailj 
four millions steriiii;;; productive of inciea.se in the number, intlacUce, 
and cjrpence of revenue officers, with a proportionable decrea!>c iu 
the exports of woollens abd metals li^oin Great llrilaiu, and a cmisequeut 
Irremi^iable loss to tfic brecditl^, cloihing, and mining countries. 
^Those would be the immediate effects of an open trade, with num- 
berless nemote evil eonsequenccs, ‘Which are too plainly described, 
and cdcnHy deduced from facts, incapable of refutation, detailed i« 
the letter of tlie deputation of the Court of 0iVectors to tlie Itigiit 
HoTiOtirable the Earl bf Btlckinghamshii (*, of the i^pth of ApiiJ, IB 12. 
Vid, Page of the i respecting Uie NeffotitUion^ 
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